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WEATHER
Max: 35.5OC
Min: 22.5OC 
RH: 30%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Mainly 
clear sky. Max/Min

temp. 36/22º C

ASTROGUIDE
Vikari; Uttarayanam

Thithi: Phalguna Bahula Dasami
till 4.26 am (next day)

Star: Purvashada till 1.03 pm
Varjyam: 9.39 pm to 11.22 pm

Durmuhurtam: 12 noon to 
12.48 pm

Rahukalam: 12 noon to 1.30 pm
HIJRI CALENDAR

Rajjab 22,1441 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.22 am
Zohar: 12.34 pm

Asar: 4.45 pm
Maghrib: 6.32 pm

Isha: 7.40 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.26 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.20 AM
MOONSET TOMORROW 1.31 PM

MOONRISE TOMORROW 2.10 AM
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

One more death was
reported from Maharas-
htra on Tuesday, taking
the total number of deaths
to three in India due to the
novel coronavirus out-
break, while the number
of positive cases jumped
from 114 to 137 in the past
24 hours. Out of these, 120
are active cases while 14
persons have been cured.

The 63-year-old man
from Maharashtra had a
history of travel to Dubai
and had not disclosed this
to the doctors treating him
at a private hospital.
Maharashtra health min-
ister Rajesh Tope said the
exact cause for his death
was still being ascertained
as the person was also suf-
fering from various other
ailments and later had
tested positive for Covid-
19. The total number of
cases include 24 foreign
citizens. Among the new
cases are two people from
Noida and two persons
who returned from Italy
this week and were stay-
ing at an ITBP quarantine
facility.

Delhi has so far reported
eight positive cases while
Uttar Pradesh has record-
ed 15, including one for-
eigner. Maharashtra has
39 cases, including three
foreigners, while Kerala
has 26 cases, which

includes two foreign
nationals. Haryana report-
ed 15, including 14 foreign-
ers, Karnataka 11, Ladakh
reported six, Jammu and
Kashmir three, Telangana
five, including two for-
eigners, Rajasthan four,
including two foreigners.
Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh
and Punjab have reported
one case each.

Around 5,700 people
across the country are

being kept under commu-
nity surveillance through
health workers, the health
ministry said. Health min-
ister Harsh Vardhan laud-
ed the efforts of doctors
and paramedics in dealing
with the Covid-19 cases as
he briefed the Rajya Sabha
on the steps taken to con-
tain the global pandemic.

The government has
clarified that amid the ris-
ing cases, no community
transmission of the virus

has been seen so far, and
there have only been a few
cases of local transmis-
sion.

The DGCA has asked air-
lines to disinfect all air-
craft every 24 hours and
place hand sanitises in
lavatories. To regulate
crowds, the railway zones
hiked the price of platform
tickets from `10 to `50.

■ Page 99: BBudget ssession
not tto bbe ccut, ssays PPM

3rd Covid death in India
64-year-old from Mumbai dies after contracting coronavirus

Covid +ve Indonesian toured
state with group for 3 daysPARMOD KKUMAR || DDC

NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

Holding that the “battle
for gender equality is
about confronting the bat-
tles of the mind”, the
Supreme Court on Tues-
day ruled that women
short service commission
officers in the Indian
Navy would be eligible for
the grant of Permanent
Commissions (PC) and
gave the government
three months time to com-
ply with its directions.

Rejecting the various
reservations pointed out
by the “decision makers
and administrators” agai-
nst the grant of perma-
nent commission to wom-
en short service commis-
sion officers in the Navy,
a bench of Justices D.Y.
Charndrachud and Ajay
Rastogi said: “A hundred
and one excuses are no an-
swer to the constitutional
entitlement to dignity,
which attaches to every
individual irrespective of
gender, to fair and equal
conditions of work and to
a level playing field.”

Noting that history was
replete with examples
where women have been
denied their “just entitle-
ments under the law and

the right to fair and equal
treatment in the work-
place”, the court said: “A
level playing field ensures
that women have the
opportunity to overcome
their histories of discrimi-
nation with the surest of
responses based on their
competence, ability and
performance.”

The court described as
“specious reasons” that
sailing duties can’t be
given to SSC women offi-
cers as the Russian-made
vessels don’t have toilets
for them. “In the context
of the armed forces, spe-
cious reasons have been
advanced by the decision
makers and administra-
tors.”

■ Page 88: SSC qquashes 22008
policy rrestrictions

SC for greater
role for women
in Indian Navy

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The state government is
contemplating a Greater
Hyderabad Regional
Council (GHRC) com-
prising eight municipal
corporations and seven
municipalities within
the outer ring road
(ORR). Police, electricity
department, Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
and other departments
will function under the
proposed council. It will
take up major infrastruc-
ture projects while main-
tenance and operations
will be taken up by the
local bodies. The council
will spend city agglomer-
ation funds.

According to sources in
the municipal adminis-
tration and urban devel-
opment department, the
council will cover all dis-
tricts of the region but its
regulatory power and
funding abilities would
be restricted to matters
like public transport,
environmental protec-
tion and regional parks. 

The municipal bodies
will take care of mainte-
nance of roads, sanita-
tion, collection of proper-
ty taxes, the water sup-
ply and sewerage net-
work.

■ Page 77: GGreater CCouncil
will hhave aa CCEO

COUNCIL MOOTED
FOR WORKS IN
AREA INSIDE ORR

COUNTER POINT

■ CITY.. PG3
3 anti-viral drugs 

may treat virus

INSIDE

● The Supreme Court
said all the Short
Service Commission
officers in the educa-
tion, law and logistics
cadres of Navy, who
are presently in ser-
vice shall be consid-
ered for the grant of
permanent commis-
sions.

PULI SSHARAT KKUMAR,
ATHER MMOIN && BBALU
PULIPAKA || DDC
KARIMANGAR/
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

It was the draw of luck.
Quite literally.

A group of 10 travelling
Indonesian preachers of
Islam, one of whom test-
ed positive for Novel
Coronavirus (Covid-19)
here at the Gandhi Gene-
ral Hospital on Tuesday,
after being brought from
Karimnagar following
suspicions of infection,
could have gone anywhe-
re else in the country.

It was a lottery held

after the group met with
similar groups of preach-
ers in the old city area of
New Delhi to choose
which group should head
where that determined
these Indonesian preach-
ers making their way to
Karimnagar.

The discovery that one
of the 10 Indonesians is
suffering from Covid-19,
meanwhile, has set
alarm bells ringing in the
state government. Their
presence in Karimnagar
was discovered on March
16, but the group is
believed to have been
travelling in Telangana
since March 14.

Health minister Etala
Rajendar told a news con-
ference here on Monday
that the group landed in
New Delhi from Indone-
sia on March 9. Upon
arrival, they were
screened at Delhi, after
which, they took a train
to Bhopal in Madhya
Pradesh, where they are
believed to have spent a
couple of days.

From Bhopal, they trav-
elled to Telangana and
reached Ramagundam
town in Peddapalli dis-
trict.

■ Page 22: IIndonesian’s
arrival ddate iisn’t cconfirmed
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BALU PPULIPAKA || DDC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Telangana on Tuesday
registered its fifth case of
novel coronavirus infec-
tion. The Covid-19 posi-
tive patient is an
Indonesian national, part
of a 10-member group
from Indonesia.

The rest of the group of
men from Indonesia have
also been admitted to
Gandhi Hospital along
with the Covid-19 positive
patient. 

The health of the other
nine members is being
monitored and we are
waiting for their test
results, Health Minister
Etala Rajendar told a
news conference on
Tuesday evening.

While the state’s first
Covid-19 patient, a 24-
year-old from the city, has
already been discharged,
four others, including the
Indonesian patient, are
currently undergoing
treatment in Gandhi
Hospital. 

The minister said 88 pri-
mary contacts of the first
patient have tested nega-
tive for the disease and
the same was the outcome
of tests done on 111 con-
tacts of the second
patient who came from
Italy and the third patient
who came from the
Netherlands.

“We are tracking the
health of 11 contacts of
the fourth patient who
came from Scotland,” Mr
Rajendar said.

With respect to the fifth
patient who tested posi-
tive on Tuesday, the gov-
ernment was still in the
process of identifying
people he and nine others
in his group came into
contact with after arriv-
ing in Telangana, Mr
Rajendar said.

He said so far 66,182 pas-
sengers have been
screened at Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport.
Tests of 464 persons who
exhibited some symptoms
were done. 

Only five people have
tested positive in the state
so far, the health minister
said.

5th Covid-19 case registered in state
The patient is an Indonesian national, part of a 10-member group from Indonesia on India visit
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SHORT TAKES

INDIANS STUCK
ABROAD CRY
FOR GOVT HELP

66 institutions flout order on Covid, sealed

Rise in Covid cases
worries state govt 
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The state government is
worried that the slowly
increasing number of
Covid-19 positive cases,
and the number of imme-
diate or secondary con-
tacts of the patients,
might lead to unneces-
sary panic among people.

While the government
has been very proactive
in terms of quickly iden-
tifying positive cases,
tracing their contacts,
testing close contacts and
putting the rest under
strict home quarantine
and surveillance, it is at
the same time wary of
revealing the geographi-
cal spread of such con-
tacts.

“We are monitoring
every individual who has
been in contact with the
patients and following
strict protocols to prevent
the spread of the disease.
There is no reason for
fear. Every possible sus-
pect is being tested and
the health of the rest is
being monitored,” Health

Minister Etala Rajendar
said at a press meet on
Tuesday.

So far, of the five Covid-
19 positive cases in the
state, three persons were
identified in Hyderabad,
one from Bhadadri
Kothagudem district,
while the fifth, the latest
announced on Tuesday,
was found in a foreign
national visiting
Karimnagar district.

Abide by quarantine,
says health minister
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Health Minister Etala
Rajendar on Tuesday
appealed to people not to
object or protest against
quarantine facilities
being set up for housing
asymptomatic interna-
tional travellers arriving
in the city. The Minister
explained that there was
no cause for concern or
worry as these quarantine
facilities, like the ones set
up at Haritha Plaza hotel
in Vikarabad and Forest
Research Academy at
Dulapally, are for people
without any symptoms. 

“At any point of time
during the 14 day quaran-
tine period, if anyone
develops symptoms, they
will immediately be
brought to Gandhi
Hospital for isolation and
testing,” the health minis-
ter said. There is absolute-
ly no reason for people to
get agitated about these
facilities. “What if one
among those in quaran-
tine is a member of your

family? Would people not
want them to be safe,
healthy and sound?” the
minster added.  

So far, 221 persons who
came from the first seven
countries have been
placed under quarantine
at Vikarabad and
Dulapally. Another 1,238
are under home quaran-
tine already, he said.

He also said that irre-
spective of whether peo-
ple coming from identi-
fied countries – China,
South Korea, Iran, Italy,
Germany, France and
Spain – will be automati-
cally quarantined by the
State Government. While
India has already banned
flights from Afghanistan,
Malaysia, Philippines and
UK, more countries will
join this list from
Wednesday including
UAE, Qatar, Oman and
Kuwait. 

The State government
was also exploring setting
up quarantine facilities in
different districts for
asymptomatic persons fly-
ing into the city so they

can go to their home dis-
trict and complete the
quarantine period. 

Mr Rajendar said that
the Chief Minster K
Chandrashekhar Rao was
constantly monitoring the
Covid19 situation in the
state and is being fully
briefed about every devel-
opment, actions taken and
is guiding the efforts of
the government and the
Health Department in bat-
tling the containment and
spread of the disease in
Telangana.

The Chief Minister has
already announced that
fund will be provided irre-
spective of the amounts
required to stop the dis-
ease from spreading in
Telangana. “Our priority
is the health of the people
of the State and the
Government will take
every possible step,
including mandatory
quarantining, checking of
people entering the state
and adding more facilities
as required to meet any
possible surge in cases,”
Mr Rajendar said. 

Arrival date of Indonesian
is yet to be confirmed
From Page 1

But health department
officials here in Telangana
said they were not very
sure of their actual arrival
date in the state or of their
activities till Monday,
when they were sent to the
city. Those details are still
being ascertained.

However, it was learnt
that from Ramagundam,
they arrived in
Karimnagar in a vehicle
on March 14 and spent the
night at a mosque near the
Karimnagar collectorate.
The next day, Sunday, they
approached the police,
along with their local con-
tacts, to report their
arrival as foreigners in dis-
trict and seek permission
to hold a meeting at the

mosque. It was then that
the police ordered that
they should first get
screened for health at a
local hospital and bring
back health reports. The
Indonesian preachers, it
was learnt, first went to a
private hospital for check-
ups and went back to
police, who informed them
that the screenings should
be performed at a state gov-
ernment-run health facili-
ty. The next day, Monday,
the group first went to the
government-run mother
and child health care cen-
tre, from where they were
directed to approach the
government area hospital.
Once at this hospital, doc-
tors who screened them,
noticed that one of them
was suffering from cough,

cold and a fever, symptoms
typical of Covid-19 and
immediately recommend-
ed that they should be sent
to the Gandhi Hospital in
Hyderabad. It was then
that the group, along with
three locals — one from
Hyderabad and two from
Karimangar — were sent
to the Gandhi Hospital by
Karimnagar district
health authorities.

It was learnt that the
usual practice for such
groups of preachers is to
pick a ‘markaz’, an area
served by a mosque or a
group of mosques, through
a draw of lots and go there
and spend a few days
teaching the reading of
Quran and teaching people
the correct way of per-
forming Namaz.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The Directorate of
Enforcement, Vigilance &
Disaster Management
(EVDM) deployed 18 teams
in the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
limits to inspect and
ensure that government
orders pertaining to clo-
sure of educational insti-
tutions, coaching centres,
gymnasiums, play
grounds, bars and pubs,
were being followed so as

to contain the spread of
the Coronavirus. 

The EVDM has sealed 66
such establishments and
has directed malls and
other establishments to
screen visitors using ther-
mal screening devices and
also sanitise the area at
regular intervals.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, EVDM director
Vishwajeet Kampati said
that the GHMC has been
proactive in curtailing the
spread of Coronavirus. He
said that apart from seal-

ing commercial establish-
ments for violating GO No
4 dated March 14 pertain-
ing to closure of educa-
tional institutions till

March 31, and parks, the-
atres, museums, gymnasi-
ums, bars and pubs, cul-
tural events, sports events,
conferences, workshops
etc, until March 21, the
corporation has also pre-
pared a future course of
action if the orders are
extended. 

Mr Kampati said that the
municipal corporation
has provided its sanitation
workers with sanitizers
and face masks and
employees working in the
GHMC offices are being

monitored from time to
time. Additional measures
related to hygiene have
been sent to the state gov-
ernment and are awaiting
approval.

Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment has issued orders
to ensure strict implemen-
tation of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005,
and Epidemic Disease Act,
1897, to prevent and con-
tain the spread of Covid-
19, since the World Health
Organisation has declared
it a pandemic. 

ADITYA CCHUNDURU || DDC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The Indian govern-
ment's decision to ban
the entry of travellers
from Afghanistan,
Philippines and
Malaysia has spelled
chaos for thousands of
people. 

Students and tourists
with layovers in these
countries, planning to
board their flights to
India, are struggling to
make alternative
arrangements. 

Many of them have
taken to Twitter to com-
plain about the sudden-
ness of the announce-
ment, deploring the gov-
ernment's action in not
giving them enough
time to plan their travel. 

Nitin, a tourist from
India, is stuck in
Indonesia. He was sup-
posed to return to the
country through a con-
necting flight via
Malaysia on Wednesday. 

He said on Twitter:
“This is incredibly irre-
sponsible of the govern-
ment to restrict borders
on such close calls!” 

A video on social
media platforms of
Indian students who
appeared to be stuck at
the airport in Kuala
Lumpur in Malaysia has
been widely shared. One
of the students says they
had boarded a flight
from the Philippines.
She says the government
should announce travel
restrictions a day or two
before they are enforced. 

Another woman notes
that the travel ban exists
till April 14 and they
don't know how they will
spend nearly a month in
a foreign land. “If our
own homeland refuses to
take us back, without
prior warning, it will be
a big problem for us,”
she notes. 

Multiple people tagged
the Ministry of External
Affairs' Twitter handle,
requesting it to grant
entry to them since their
visas in their respective
locations were about to
expire within a few
hours. 

Appreciate the difficult
situation of Indian stu-
dents and other passen-
gers waiting in transit at
Kuala Lumpur airport.
We have now approved
@AirAsia flights for you
to Delhi and Vizag.

These are tough times
and you should under-
stand the precautions.
Please contact the air-
line.

TTD URGED TO
IMPOSE CURBS
ON PILGRIMS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, MARCH 17

With the Union govern-
ment imposing restric-
tions on the movement
of people at numerous
tourism hot-spots across
the country in light of
the COVID-19 positive
cases shooting up, pres-
sures have been mount-
ing on the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) to restrict the
entry of devotees during
all arjitha sevas and VIP
break darshan at the
Tirumala temple.

Along with
Rayalaseema Porata
Samithi (RPS) Convener
P. Naveen Kumar Reddy,
several others demand-
ed the temple manage-
ment to impose more
restrictions on pilgrims’
movement and conduct
all arjitha sevas in
'Ekantham', without
allowing the devotees to
be closely seated to each
other. He wondered why
the TTD is not treating
the common pilgrims
and VIPs alike.

PRAKASAM MAN
MONITORED 
CAREFULLY
PATHRI RRAJASEKHAR || DDC  
NELLORE, MARCH 17

A 23-year-old youth was
admitted at the RIMS
Hospital in Ongole,
Prakasam district late
on Tuesday evening
with symptoms of
Covid-19, such as cough
and fever.

The youth is a student
studying in London and
he returned to India on
March 13 and reached
his hometown, Ongole,
on the same day. 

He developed fever on
March 14and he was
moved to RIMS on
March 16, as the fever
failed to subside even
after two days, at the
instance of Health offi-
cials who are monitor-
ing all those returning
from other countries. 

Though officials sent
an ambulance to bring
him, he preferred to
come in his own car to
avoid attracting the
attention of
neighbours. 

His swab samples have
been sent to a virology
lab set up at Vijayawada
and results are awaited.
His condition is stable,
according to medical
officials. 

Incidentally, his is the
second suspected case in
Prakasam district. 

The first case was an
engineer working in
Germany. 

The youth returned
home on March 5 via
Muscat and Chennai. 

A group of tourists from the United Kingdom take selfies outside the world famous Charminar though the state government has closed down all
public places in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. — P. SURENDRA

MANY TRAINS
CANCELLED

ACROSS INDIA
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

In the list of measures to con-
tain spread of deadly Covid-19,
the latest is cancellation of
several trains by the Central,
Western and South Central
railways. 

The trains cancelled are: 
• No. 12227/12228 MMCT-

INDB-MMCT Duronto Express
• No. 22923/22924 BDTS-JAM-

BDTS Duronto Express
• No. 12239/12240 MMCT-JP-

MMCT Duronto Express
• No. 22209/22210 MMCT-

NDLS-MMCT Duronto
Express

• No. 19317/19318 INDB-PURI-
INDB Humsafar Express

South Central Railways has
so far suspended 29 trains on
major routes like Chennai
Central-Tirupati and Chennai-
Secunderabad owing to poor
patronisation of the trains due
to virus scare.

IMA HAILS TS
FOR COVID-19 
SAFETY STEPS

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) Telangana
unit praised the state govern-
ment’s measures to check the
Covid-19 outbreak. Its leader-
ship revealed that, in reply to a
request, it has submitted a list
of doctors of various speciali-
sations to the government.
These doctors would be avail-
able for deputation when
called upon if a need arises. 

Dr E. Vijayender Reddy, state
president of IMA, said that the
response of the Directorate of
Medical Education (DME) and
the Department of Health to
the situation Dr E. Vijayender
Reddy, state president of IMA,
said Directorate of Medical
Education and the health
department response to the sit-
uation was praiseworthy. He
said the virus was in many
ways similar to others we have
seen in the past, but it is easier
to transmit. Advising a liberal
use of soap and sanitizers, he
asked the general public to
alert the authorities in case
they develop symptoms of the
disease. 

Dr Sanjeev Singh Yadav, hon-
orary secretary of the state
unit, said the association has
over 60,000 branches in the
state.

●● THE EVDM has also
directed malls and
other establishments to
screen visitors using
thermal screening
devices and also sani-
tise the area at regular
intervals.

D. SSIVA RRAMI RREDDY || DDC
KURNOOL MARCH 17

The Kurnool district police
office (DPO) was locked
down on Tuesday as threat of
Coronavirus (Covid-19)
spread thick and fast after
the son of a constable was
admitted to the isolation
ward. The DPO, comprising
a ministerial staff strength
of 30, was closed for sanitisa-
tion as the constable was
working there.

However, superintendent of
police Dr Kaginelli
Fakkeerappa said on
Tuesday evening that the
constable’s son had tested
negative and there was no
need to panic. 

Earlier in the day, two more
cases were referred to isola-
tion wards on suspicion.
However, it was found that

they did not have have any
symptoms (asymptomatic)
and were allowed to go home,
a medical doctor said.

One person, who belonged
to Kadapa district and was
studying in Rome, Italy, came
to Bengaluru. Instead of
going home, he came to
Kurnool and was staying
with friends for the past
week. 

He showed up on Tuesday
before a medical team volun-
tarily and was reportedly
allowed to leave.

Another suspect, a resident
of Kurnool, who returned
from Canada, where he was
studying,  was also found
negative and was allowed to
go home.

Dr Fakkeeerappa said that
seven check posts have been
put up near the AP-
Karnataka border to screen

pilgrims to Srisailam. Lakhs
of pilgrims head to Srisailm
by foot to redeem their vows
during Ugadi. 

The superintended of
police said that a coordinat-
ed approach was being
worked out with the his

counterpart of Bellary to
deal with surge of pilgrims.
He said that screening would
be done at check posts in
Andhra border and suspects
would be advised to go back
home or gets admitted in
Bellary hospitals, he said.

There were about 235 peo-
ple, who had arrived from
foreign countries in recent
months but health officials
do not have their details. 

The SP said that enumera-
tion was going on in villages
with a computer application.
Adoni and Nandyal revenue
divisions were on full alert to
identify suspects.

District health officials
said that the Kurnool gov-
ernment general hospital
has converted an old build-
ing in the premises into a
100-bed isolation centre to
meet exigencies.

Police station locked down in AP

DISHA INQUIRY
PUT OFF DUE TO

VIRUS SCARE
DC CCORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17 

The Supreme Court-constitut-
ed three-member inquiry com-
mission into the Disha
encounter case on Tuesday
decided to suspended its two-
day sitting at its office cham-
bers on the premises of
Telangana High Court on
March 23 and 24. 

The committee took the deci-
sion consequent on the High
Court’s decision to restrict
footfalls into the court premis-
es following rapid spread of
globally pandemic coron-
avirus.

On the same grounds, the
Hyderabad bench of the
Central Administrative
Tribunal has decided to take
up only cases of urgent nature
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays until further orders.

The Judicial Academy at
Secunderabad has also called
off its classes for trainee judi-
cial officers due to coron-
avirus.

Suspects visit Gandhi
Hospital for Covid-19 test
on Tuesday. 

— S. SURENDER REDDY

Panic after cop’s son admitted to isolation ward COVID | FEAR

●● ONE PPERSON, who
belonged to Kadapa dis-
trict and was studying in
Rome, Italy, came to
Bengaluru. Instead of
going home, he came to
Kurnool and was staying
with friends for the past
week. He showed up on
Tuesday before a medical
team voluntarily and was
reportedly allowed to
leave.
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IN BRIEF

No mulaqat for
prisoners in TS 

Hyderabad: The spread of
Covid-19 cases in the state

has forced the Telangana
State Prisons and Corr-

ectional Services Depar-
tment to cancel the mulaqat
(meetings) of the prisoners

across the state. In a note
issued on Tuesday, the

department said that in view
of the Covid-19, all mulaqats
with visitors have been can-

celled in all jails across the
state from Tuesday, to

ensure social distancing, and
maintain  safety of prisoners
in prisons. Family members,

relatives and friends of
prison inmates are requested

not to come to meet in per-
son to jails. They may avail

the Telephone facility and e-
Mulaqats to talk with

inmates until the lift of the
restrictions, the note read.

BEWARE OF 
SPURIOUS HAND

SANITISERS
T.S.S. SSIDDHARTH || DDC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Even as Coronavirus (Covid-
19) continues to spread its ten-
tacles across the world and
safety measures have become
the most predominant concern
of most of humanity, Hyde-
rabad is witnessing a surge in
number of fly-by-night hand
sanitizer manufacturers.

According to industry insid-
ers, number of such factories
or units in Telangana, a figure
in high 50s, is rising at a rapid
pace.

“The number of such units
will continue to grow as there
is an acute shortage of hand
sanitizers and masks in the
country,” Rajiv Nath, forum
coordinator, Association of In-
dian Medical Device Industry,
told Deccan Chronicle.

Mr Nath said that most of
these “new” units do not have
the knowhow in terms of
quantity or volume of ingredi-
ents to be used in making hand
sanitizers.

Speaking about current
paucity of hand sanitizers the
city is witnessing, he said
there was an acute shortage of
nozzles and pumps used in
these bottles. “Most pumps
and nozzles manufacturers are
based in from China. Since we
have ceased all imports from
there, there is a shortage in
supply. We are looking for
alternatives to ensure we can
meet the demand,” he said.

People must understand that
washing hands with soap is as
effective as any sanitizer, he
said. “We approached the Drug
Controller of India’s (DGCI)
office, asking it to organise a
crackdown on unauthorised
manufacturers. Since there is
a shortage of isopropyl alco-
hol, consumers are receiving
spurious quality hand sanitiz-
ers, which could do more
harm than good,” he said.

The demand for hand sanitiz-
ers has risen by more than ten
times, he said, adding that the
AiMED is working with excise
department to procure more
alcohol to ensure that supply
can somewhat match the
demand.

He said that consumers need
to check name and licensing
number of manufacturer
before buying.

POWER | SHUTDOWN
Saroornagar

11KV Sivalayam
2 pm to 4 pm

Prabathnagar, Shivalayam,
Shivaji Statue, Dilsukhnagar

Main Road, Vikasnagar and
surrounding areas.

11KV Fruit Market  
2 pm to 4 pm

Fruit Market, GBR Hospital,
Prabathnagar, ICICI Bank,
Sainagar, Swapna Hospital

and surrounding areas.

11KV Durganagar
2 pm to 4 pm

Durganagar, Dilsukhnagar,
Vikasnagar and surrounding

areas.

11 KV Phanigiri Colony
2 pm to 4 pm

Phanigiri Colony, Telanagana
Chowrasta, Sai Baba Temple,

Maruthinagar, SLN Swamy
Temple, Ramalayam,

Indranagar and surrounding
areas.

11 KV Ganeshpuri
2 pm to 4 pm

Ganeshpuri, New
Diluskhnagar and surround-

ing areas.

11KV Addagutta
3 pm to 3.30 pm

Ambedkar Nagar, Teachers'
Colony, Loyanagar, Addagutta.

11KV Marredpalli
4 pm to 4.30 pm

Geetha Reddy line, Kasturba
College line, Chenoy Nursing

home, Maseed PT, Rishi
Mansion, Pinewood Homes,

Sangamethre Apartments. 

Mother of precautions

A woman ties masks to her children while shopping in a mall at Kukatpally on Tuesday. Government directed public gatherings, malls, 
cinema halls to close till March 31 to control the spread of Covid-19. — R. PAVAN

3 drugs to cure
coronavirus soon 

People refuse to visit
Gandhi, opt for pvt docs
KANIZA GGARARI || DDC 
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

People who have trav-
elled to Covid-19 affected
countries recently are
visiting general practi-
tioners and lung special-
ists as soon as they
develop symptoms of
cold, cough and fever,
but many refuse to go to
Gandhi Hospital, which
is the nodal hospital for
the disease.

This has been noted in
small and big hospitals
and it’s worrying that
these patients are opting
for private doctors.

Many are not willing to
disclose their travel his-
tory for fear of being
quarantined. With more
cases in the state now
coming to the fore as
symptoms have devel-
oped, some people want
their samples to be taken
only from home.

Dr G. Srinvias, a gener-
al physician says:
“Covid-19 disease suffers
from social stigma and
the mental trauma of
quarantine. There is
much fear of the disease
and also fear of what
will be done to you in
quarantine. Too much of
misinformation is float-
ing around. People are
scared. This is leading to
this kind of behaviour.”

Since not enough infor-
mation has been provid-
ed about what happens
when one is quaran-
tined, people don’t know
what to expect. They are
worried about being kept
far away from their fami-
lies and being unable to
communicate with them,
which is not the case.

The proper informa-
tion will give people con-

fidence about coming to
centres that have 
facilities for testing and
also isolation wards.
Private and government
hospitals have to be on
the same page and 
it must not be that a pay-
ing patient gets better
treatment while those
unable to pay are sent 
to government hospitals 
which have never had 

a good reputation.
It is also necessary to

know that only those
patients are kept in iso-
lation in the hospital
who need care, said a
doctor. 

To have the discipline
to self quarantine, that
is, go out as little as pos-
sible, is an effective way
to slow down the spread
of the Covid-19.

IICT, Cipla’s drugs to be available in 90 days
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Three anti-viral drugs
for treating Covid-19 to
be developed by the
Indian Institute of
Chemical Technology,
and pharmaceutical
company Cipla will be
available in three
months, if they get the
required approvals.

The most promising
drug is favipiravir that
was used in China and
Japan to treat Covid-19
patients. This drug was
used in China during the
time of SARS Cov1 too. 

The second drug, balox-
avir, is an anti-viral drug
which has gone through
clinical trials and its tox-
icology reports have
termed it as safe.

The third drug, remde-
siver, is an anti-viral drug
but is under patent of
Gilead. Scientists at IICT
settled on these three
after going through a
group of 25 molecules
that had undergone clini-

cal trials over the last 20
years. These molecules
have cleared phase 2 tri-
als.

Dr S. Chandrashekar,
director of IICT
explained, “We were
looking at different mole-
cules in our literature
and found 25 anti-viral
chemicals which have
been tried at different
stages. The toxicology

report of 14 molecules
was found to be safe.
Three drugs from these
14 matches the RNA of
Covid-19 and is the likely
anti-viral drug which
will help to treat
patients.”

IICT found pharmaceu-
tical company Cipla will-
ing to take the active
pharmaceutical ingredi-
ent and develop the med-
icines. The company will
have to pump in an esti-
mated `15 crore, and
probably more, to devel-
op the medicines. 

Bio-equivalence and
formulation has to be
studied before launching
the product in the mar-
ket. The use of favipi-
ravir and its outcomes
are being studied by
researchers as it seems
to be a most promising
drug.

Cipla specialises in
medicines to treat lung
problems and scientists
at IICT are upbeat that
the drugs will help deal
with Covid-19. 

AP screens 13.4 mn,
finds 7,500 returnees

SCR HIKES PLATFORM TICKET PRICES
TO `50 TO DISCOURAGE VISITORS 
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The South Central
Railways (SCR) has
enhanced the price of
platform tickets within its
zone to `50 and `20 to dis-
courage non-essential vis-
its to platforms of its rail-
way stations. 

The platform tickets at
major railway stations,
such as Secunderabad,
Hyderabad (Nampally)
and Kacheguda will cost
`50. Their price at sub-
urban stations will be `20.
These prices will be effec-
tive till March 31. 

Following the threat of
coronavirus increasing,
SCR believes this measure

would decongest plat-
forms and help travellers
maintain distance
between each other. 

In another development,
the railway has requested
its customers and general
public to avoid coming to
its various offices to meet
officials. It suggested that
they could instead contact
them by phone or via
email.

Now, hospitals
fear huge rush
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Large crowds usually
present in the out-patie-
nts departments of hos-
pitals is a cause of worry
as they are potential
places where infection
can spread. The state
government on Tuesday
evening asked govern-
ment hospitals to take
emergency cases only.

State government hos-
pitals will now have only
emergency out-patient
department and elective
surgeries will be post-
poned.

A senior doctor in a
government hospital
said that in an ENT hos-
pital there are 1,000
patients in the out-
patients department ev-
ery day. “They come 
from villages and surro-
unding areas. They 
are not aware of this
infectious disease and
we are putting them at
risk.”

In Osmania General
Hospital and Sarojini

Devi Eye Hospital the
out-patients departme-
nts are full to the brim.
“Gandhi Hospital has
seen a low number due to
the isolation ward. But
other hospitals are full
and this place is also a
likely source of spread-
ing infection,” the doctor
said.

Multispecialty hospi-
tals in the private sector
too see about 500 patients
daily. People come for
their regular check-ups
for heart disease and dia-
betic follow-up. A 
senior cardiologist said
that hospitals are now
providing support
online.

“We do not want all of
them to come to the hos-
pitals and wait for two to
three hours with other
patients. During the time
of infectious diseases,
out-patients can post-
pone visits that are not
strictly necessary,” the
cardiologist said.

Surgeries that are not
urgent are also being
postponed.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, MARCH 17

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has carried out a
survey of 13.4 million
households and identified
more than 7,500 persons
who returned from overseas
after February 10 in the
state.

Additional chief secretary
to the Chief Minister 
P.V. Ramesh in a tweet said
that all the identified 
persons returned from for-
eign countries along with
those who came in contacts
with them were quaran-
tined.

On the other hand, the
director of health and fami-
ly welfare in a release here
on Tuesday said that as
many as 852 persons were
under observation while 580
were under home isolation
and 22 were under hospital

observation. Out of the 100
samples tested, only one
tested positive for Covid-19
while 90 tested negative and
results of nine were 
awaited.

●● ADDITIONAL CCHIEF 
secretary to the Chief
Minister P.V. Ramesh in a
tweet said that all the iden-
tified persons returned from
foreign countries along with
those who came in contacts
with them were quarantined

●● ON TTHE  other hand, the
director of health and 
family welfare in a release
here on Tuesday said that
as many as 852 persons
were under observation
while 580 were under 
home isolation and 22 
were under hospital 
observation

●● IICT WWILL develop
the Active Pharma
ingredient and 
provide it to Cipla

●● CIPLA WWILL check
the bio-equivalence
and develop 
medicines

●● PHASE 1 and 2
clinical trials will be
carried out and
reports submitted to
the Drug Controller
General of India

●● TICKETS AAT major
railway stations such
as Secunderabad,
Nampally, Kacheguda
will be priced at `50,
and at suburban 
stations it will be `20

Umasankar
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SHORT TAKES

Land grab under garb of
temple: PIL over inaction
VUJJINI 
VAMSHIDHARA || DDC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

A public interest litiga-
tion has been filed in the
Telangana High Court
challenging inaction of
municipal and revenue
authorities in preventing
alleged grabbing of 1,200
square yards of public
land and putting up of
structures illegally on
that land under the guise
of a religious structure.

Petitioner Vazeer
Prakash Goud, ex-corpo-

rator of Kothapet in
Dilsukhnagar, com-
plained that one-fourth
acre of land on survey
number 45 in Nagole vil-
lage of Uppal mandal,
which is a public property,
has been illegally grabbed
by a temple committee

named Sri Sri Sri
M a h a n k a l l a m m a
Pochamma Garla
Devasthanam under the
guise of constructing tem-
ple buildings.

Goud informed the court
that the irregularity had
been brought to attention
of officials concerned but
they have not acted. He
submitted that the land
cost was high and occupa-
tion of that land will
cause a loss to the public
exchequer. The petitioner
sought judicial interven-
tion into the issue.

Police sensitised
on coronavirus
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The Rachakonda police
commissionerate in the city
has become the first police
unit in Telangana to sensi-
tise its staff about coron-
avirus and instruct them on
the precautions to be taken
while carrying out their
duties.

An awareness session was
organised for the staff
where experts talked about
the virus and the precau-
tions to be taken while
working in the field. Since
Telangana started taking
measures to control the
virus, the police depart-
ment has actively partici-
pated in the undertaking
which was mainly confined
to the enforcement of gov-
ernment orders. Though
there were numerous advi-
sories from the police
department to the public on
coronavirus, safety meas-
ures, and even fake news,
there was not even a word
about the safety of their
men. Rachakonda police
commissioner, Mahesh
Bhagwat, said the main
object of the programme
was to bring awareness
among the men and officers.

He said that those involved
in traffic regulation are
more prone and are exposed
to more infections and
sound and air pollution. As
a result, there are high
chances of them being
affected with the virus and
other disorders in their day-
to-day life.

Washable masks manufac-
tured at Cherlapallycentral
prison are being given out
to the officers and staff of
the Rachakonda commis-
sionerate. Bhagwat also
advised the traffic staff to
educate commuters and
that they get themselves
checked immediately in
case they show any symp-
toms.

Mushtafa Afzal, consult-
ant clinical microbiologist
and expert on infectious dis-
eases, elaborately explained
the coronavirus and the pre-
cautions to be taken to pre-
vent its spread. Further, to
keep the staff updated
about noise pollution, Dr
D.P.K. Babu and
AshrayAkruthi foundation
team conducted hearing
and throat disorder tests for
all the staff. They also
explained the precautions
to be taken to prevent these
disorders.

COUPLE KILLED
IN MISHAP, TWIN

KIDS SURVIVE
NARENDER PPULLOOR || DDC
KAMAREDDY, MARCH 17

In a tragic incident, parents
were died and their four
months-old  twin kids sur-
vived. The incident took place
near Lingampally in
Sadashivanagar mandal on
Tuesday. The incident
occurred when a speeding van
hit the motorbike on which the
victims were traveling.
According to sources, Sailoo,
38, and his wife Savithri, 35, of
Pothangal Kalan village in
Gandhari mandal visited their
relatives in Kamareddy town. 

While returning home on
motorbike along with their
twins, the couple met with
road accident. A speeding van
coming from Gandhari hit the
motorbike resulting the spot
death of both wife and hus-
band. In miracle escape, the
twin children survived with
minor injuries. Sadashiv-
anagar SI Naresh rushed to
the spot and shifted bodies for
postmortem at Government
area hospital in Kamareddy.
The kids also shifted to the
hospital. People visited the
spot shocked over the incident
expressed their grief. 

Sadashivanagar police regis-
tered a case and are investigat-
ing. Tragically, both wife and
husband did not wear helmet
during their bike ride.
Kamareddy SP N.Swetha said
that bike riders should wear
the helmet to protect from road
accidents. She said that
around 30 persons were died
on National Highway 44 due to
not wearing helmets, triple
riding and wrong route driv-
ing in last 14 months. KE
brothers have been associated
with liquor business through a
chain of syndicates for over
five decades in Kurnool and
surrounding districts.

DEATH PROMPTS
PROBE INTO

MEDICAL REPORT
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Allegations that the medical
reports of two pregnant were
exchanged leading to the death
of baby boy has led to an
inquiry by senior doctors

On March 12, E. Samantha
from Mahabubabad was
brought in with a serious con-
dition to Gandhi Hospital. She
was in labour pain and the
baby boy was born premature-
ly. Both the mother and the
child were in intensive care
unit. On March 15, the child
died angering the father who
alleged negligence on part of
the doctors. A police case is
registered and doctor stated
that an inquiry would be done.

COOK ARRESTED
FOR SEXUALLY

EXPLOITING MINOR

MAN WHO FELL
INTO MANHOLE

DIES IN HOSPITAL

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

A cook, working at a private
junior college in Madhapur,
was arrested by the Madhapur
police for the sexual exploita-
tion of a four-year-old girl.
Allegations erupted that the
staff at the college have asked
the victim’s family to with-
draw the case. The incident
was reported to the Madhapur
police on March 10, by the
mother of the victim, that Anj-
aiah, who works as a cook at
the college mess, had sexually
exploited her daughter, which
resulted in severe bleeding.

The accused was arrested
under relevant sections of IPC
and POCSO Act and produced
before the court the same day.

However, on Tuesday, a child
rights organisation has
alleged that the staff of the
private college has asked the
victim’s family to withdraw
the complaint, for which they
were offered `10,000 and a
mobile phone, and demanded
the arrest of the staff.
Madhapur inspector S. Venkat
Reddy said, “An inquiry will be
made into the allegations.”

LAVANYA CRIES
FOUL OVER FAKE
ACTOR’S INFO

3 from Odisha nabbed
for cloning ATM cards

Tenant kidnapped 
two-year-old, held
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

A two-year-old boy, who
was kidnapped from his
house, has been rescued
from a toddy compound at
Miyapur on Tuesday. The
kidnapper, a tenant of the
boy’s house, has been
arrested.

According to Miyapur
police, the boy Mohd
Aksan, the only child of
Abdul Wahab and
Farheen Sultana, was kid-
napped around Monday
noon from his house
while Farheen was busy
with her household
chores. 

Following a complaint
by Farheen, the footage of
CCTV cameras in the
area was analysed and
the kidnapper identified
as P. Nooka Raju, 30, a
labourer hailing from
Andhra Pradesh, who had
been a tenant of the com-
plainant. 

Special teams were
formed and pressed into
action. One of them res-
cued the boy from the
toddy shop in Miyapur.
The boy had been taken
there by Raju. 

He kidnapped the boy
because he wanted to
teach a lesson to his
house owners, with whom
Raju had frequent dis-
putes. Police produced
the accused before a
court, which remanded
him in custody.

JAYENDRA
CHAITHANYA TT. || DDC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Three persons from
Odisha, involved in clon-
ing of debit and credit
cards belonging to cus-
tomers at restaurants,
were taken into custody
by the Cyberabad cyber
crime police on Tuesday.
The three had illegally
withdrawn `13 lakh
using the cloned cards. 

On March 5, a compla-
int was lodged by the br-
anch manager of HDFC
Bank at Gachibowli stat-
ing two of its customers
have complained about
fraudulent withdrawal
of money from their
accounts without their
knowledge. Police regis-
tered a case and started
a probe. They arrested
accused Praful Kumar
Nayak, 25, Hemanth Ku-
mar, 28, and Sujit Kumar
Nayak, 31, all residents

of Madhapur and nat-
ives of Mohasayipentho
village in Odisha.

Praful, who used to
take up jobs at restaur-
ants, learnt how to skim
and clone debit and cre-
dit cards through a frie-
nd in Odisha. He pract-
ised cloning by purchas-
ing a skimmer and read-
er/writer machine befo-
re he started withdraw-
ing money using cloned
cards. Praful has been
cloning cards since Dec-

ember 2017. He subsequ-
ently roped in his frien-
ds Hemanth for skimmi-
ng and Sujith for withd-
rawing cash from ATMs.

“Prime accused Praful
always quit his job at a
restaurant and pub
within 10 days of getting
employed. He would cha-
nge his residence fre-
quently to avoid being
caught. The cloning
gang has so far collected
data of 150 customers
belonging to 31 national
and international ban-
ks, and have withdrawn
at least `13 lakh,” said
Cyberabad DCP (Crime)
Rohini Priyadarshini.

The cyber crime team
recovered from the
accused `10.1 lakh in
cash, one skimmer, a
cloning machine, two
laptops, 44 cloned cards
and six phones. All the
three have been pro-
duced before a court for
judicial remand.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Telugu film actress Lava-
nya Tripathi lodged a
complaint with the Hyd-
erabad cybercrime poli-
ce against a person who
reportedly shared false
information about her
during some interviews
with YouTube channels.

The popular actress, in
her complaint to the
police, stated that
Sunishit, who claims to
be an actor has been giv-
ing wrong information
about her during his
interviews that he was
in close proximity to her
and that he married her.

Following the com-
plaint, the cybercrime
police served notices to
the concerned agencies
to remove the links from
the internet and also are
making inquiries to find
the facts and take neces-
sary action.

Hyderabad cybercrime
ACP K.V.M. Prasad said,
“We are inquiring into
the facts of the allega-
tions, following which
necessary legal action
will be initiated. The
suspect is said to be
sharing false informa-
tion about the actress
during interviews with
YouTube channels.”

MAN ARRESTED
FOR MORPHING
COLLEAGUE’S PICS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

A 26-year-old man from
the city, who was morph-
ing the images of his
male colleague and his
daughter, and sharing
them with other colleag-
ues via social media, was
arrested by Hyderabad
cybercrime police.

During the last week of
February, the cybercri-
me police received a co-
mplaint from a private
employee that some uni-
dentified person was se-
nding emails from ano-
nymous mail address to
him and his colleagues
containing his morphed
pictures and his daugh-
ter’s morphed pictures
along with vulgar text.

The cybercrime police,
who initiated a probe,
identified the suspect as
Mohammed Amir Sohel,
26, a city resident.

The probe revealed
that Sohel was unhappy
with the behaviour of
the complainant and oth-
er colleagues at his offi-
ce, and in order to take
revenge, he was sending
morphed pictures by cre-
ating fake accounts. The
accused was arrested
and produced before a
court on Tuesday.

● ● FOLLOWING AA com-
plaint by Farheen, the
footage of CCTV cameras
in the area was analysed
and the kidnapper identi-
fied as P. Nooka Raju, 30,
a labourer hailing from
Andhra Pradesh, who had
been a tenant of the com-
plainant. Special police
teams were formed and
pressed into action to
trace the boy. 

● ● PETITIONER VVAZEER
Prakash Goud informed
the court that the irregu-
larity had been brought
to attention of officials
concerned but they have
not acted. 

REMEMBRING 25th PRIESTLY
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 

Rev. Fr. A. Dominic Sylvester
Ordained Priest on 18th March, 1995

By Helen Christy, Josephine Francis,
Louisa Parnell & James Sylvester

(S/1920/D02026)

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

In a barbaric incident at
Rangareddy district, a
woman was murdered
and her nude body was
thrown under a culvert
on the outskirts of Tha-
ngadpally village in Che-
vella mandal. The police,
who sent the body for the
post-mortem examina-
tion, have found that she
was not subjected to
forceful sexual assault.

The efforts put in by the
accused to ensure that no
evidence was left at the
crime scene and disfigur-
ing the woman’s face by
hitting with a boulder
and her hands tied, has
surprised the investigato-
rs, who are trying to con-
nect the bits and pieces of
the information collected
as part of the probe.

At around 7 am on

Tuesday, Naveen, a resi-
dent of Thangadpally vil-
lage, who went to the out-
skirts to attend nature’s
call noticed the body of a
woman lying under a
bridge. He informed lo-
cals and in turn, the Che-
vella police were alerted.

On inspection, the
police found that the vic-
tim, aged between 25 to
30, had her face smashed
with a boulder and was
disrobed. Her ornaments
– a pair of bangles, a
chain, ring and bracelet –
made of gold were aban-
doned near the corpse.

The police managed to
get a saree and covered
the woman’s body to save
her dignity, as the onlook-
ers from the nearby areas
were gathering in heavy
numbers to see the crime
scene, as the reports of
the heinous incident
were out to the media.

“She (victim) was stran-
gulated to death using a
rope. Her body was
brought to the village
outskirts and was
dumped. Except for the
injury on the face, no
other injuries were
found, and also no signs
of forcible sexual assault
were noticed by the
forensic doctors,” said
Chevella inspector Ch
Balakrishna.

“To ensure that the
woman’s identity could
not be established, the
accused have tried to dis-
figure her face by smash-
ing with a boulder. Howe-
ver, a portion of her face
was not damaged, and
her face pictures along
with the gold articles rec-
overed from the spot
were shared with the co-
unterparts to find if any
woman with similar des-
criptions went missing in
the recent past,” said
another police official.

Speaking to media,
Chevella ACP Ravinder
Reddy said that the road
was used by the locals to
go to Vikarabad, and oth-
ers generally do not use
the road. “Special teams
have been pressed into
action to find clues and
establish the identity of
the woman,” he said.

The special teams are

focusing on the footage of
the CCTV cameras en
route the crime scene.
They are also enquiring
with jewellery stores to
find at what parts of the
state or the country the
ornaments recovered
could be made and they
are also trying to verify if
any woman has checked-
out the previous night
from the nearby resorts
and farmhouses.

Another senior official
who is supervising the
probe said, “The way the
crime was committed
shows that the woman
was in close proximity
with the accused. The
possibility of sexual jeal-
ousy also cannot be ruled
out. We are trying to first
establish her identity,
which will help in con-
necting the sequence of
incidents before and after
the murder.”

Body found under village
culvert with face smashed
Victim’s hands tied, post-mortem reveals she wasn’t sexually abused

THE CCLONING
gang has so far

collected data of 150
customers belonging
to 31 national and
international banks,
and have withdrawn at
least `13 lakh.  

— ROHINI PRIYADARSHINI
Cyberabad 

DCP (Crime)

● ● THE SSPECIAL teams
are enquiring with jew-
ellery stores to find at
what parts of the state or
the country the orna-
ments recovered could
be made and they are
also trying to verify if
any woman has checked-
out the previous night
from the nearby resorts
and farmhouses

Rachakonda police commissioner Mahesh Bhagwat holds an awareness programme for policemen on Tuesday in the wake of Covid-19 
pandemic. He also instructed the cops to take precautions while carrying out their duties.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

A 30-year-old man who fell in a
manhole while cleaning at
Narsingi, died undergoing
treatment at Osmania General
Hospital (OGH) on Tuesday.

According to the Narsingi
police, D. Sudhakar, 30, a
municipality worker was a
resident of Narsingi village.
He has been working with 
the municipality for the last
four years. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
KARIMNAGAR, MARCH 17

A mother and her son
died in an LPG gas
cylinder explosion at
Dhongathurti village of
Dharmaram mandal in
Peddapalli district on
Monday night.

The deceased were
identified as Gotte
Yashoda, 45, and Gotte
Rohan, 18.

Fire officials, on
receiving the informa-
tion from the locals of
the explosion, rushed
to the spot and tried to
put out the flames.

However, by the time
they reached the spot,
both the mother and
son were totally engu-
lfed in the fire follow-
ing the gas explosion
and died on the spot.

Rohan was a student
of intermediate first
year and it was exam
time for him. When the
incident occurred, both
of them fast sleep.

Rohan’s father was
sleeping outside in
view of the summer
and escaped.

Police have registered
a case and initiated a
probe into the incident.

Mother, son killed
in gas explosion

●● SOHEL WWAS unhap-
py with the behaviour
of the complainant
and other colleagues
at his office and was
sending moprhed pic-
tures to take revenge.
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SHORT TAKES Kavitha likely to file papers for MLC

Aggressive start by BJP’s
Bandi puts Cong in tizzy

Cong demands
help for farmers

MP wants Pharma City
permission withdrawn
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Bhongir MP and senior
Congress leader
Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy has given a repre-
sentation to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
demanding cancellation
of permission given to
the Telangana state gov-
ernment for building a
Pharma City on out-
skirts of Hyderabad.

The MP called on the
PM at Delhi on Tuesday
and discussed four
issues, including
Pharma City. The 3,000
acres of land allotted for
the city has been subse-
quently increased
to19,333 acres. 

Venkat Reddy
expressed worry that
this would pose health
hazards to the public
health due to pollution

caused by the Pharma
City.

Mr Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy also
requested the Prime
Minister to sanction a
National Highway from
the Outer Ring Road to
Kothagudem and allo-
cate `3,000 crore for
cleanup of Musi River.
He also sought the cen-
tre's support in setting
up a new sewerage plant.

Later, speaking to
media, the Congress
leader said that he has
asked the Union
Government to set up
block-level clusters
under the National
Handloom Development
Programme in his
Bhongir parliament seg-
ment. He said the Prime
Minister had responded
positively to his
requests.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee
(TPCC) president and
Nalgonda MP, Uttam
Kumar Reddy, demand-
ed that the central gov-
ernment immediately
intervene to help the
turmeric farmers who
are in distress.

Raising the issue dur-
ing zero hour in Lok
Sabha on Tuesday,
Reddy recalled that
union minister, Rajnath
Singh, had given a spe-
cific assurance in the
last elections in
Telangana that a
turmeric board would
be set up. But no such
steps have been taken,
he said. 

“Today lakhs of met-
ric tonnes (MTs) of tur-
meric are lying in mar-
kets with no purchas-
ers. We demand that the
central government int-
ervene now, set an MSP
of `10,000 for the turme-
ric per quintal and im-
mediately purchase th-
em,” Reddy demanded.

Reddy said that India
ranks first, contribut-
ing 80 per cent of the
world’s turmeric and
Telangana stands first

in the production of
turmeric in India with
an area of 1.33 lakh
acres and a production
of 2.81 lakh MTs involv-
ing 107,506 farmers. 

“The Professor Jayas-
hankar Telangana State
Agricultural University
(PJTSAU) survey says
that the per capita con-
sumption of turmeric is
1.58 gm per day.
Therefore, the total
required for Telangana
(3.5 crore population)
per day is about 55.47
MTs and about 20,245
MTs per year at an esti-
mated value of `243
crore, said Reddy. 

“Therefore, Telangana
has a surplus of 2.61
lakh MTs valued at
about `1,569.34 crore
which is being exported
to other states and
countries,” he pointed
out. 

TS ISSUES RULES
ON CROP LOAN
WAIVER SCHEME

GUV NOT TOLD
ABOUT TRS’
ANTI-CAA 
RESOLUTION

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The appointment of an
aggressive leader like
Bandi Sanjay Kumar,
Lok Sabha MP, as the
president of the
Telangana state BJP unit
has had a strange fallout
— it is causing worry to
the cadre and leaders of
Congress party in the
state.

Many Congress leaders
feel that if the new BJP
president succeeds in
sending a message to the
people of Telangana
with his hard-hitting
attitude that the saffron
party is the only alterna-
tive to TRS in the state,
then the Congress would
face a difficult situation
ahead. The early actions
and words of Mr Bandi
Sanjay indicate that the
BJP high command nom-
inated him for aggres-
sively targeting the TRS
and he is off to a flying
start.

In contrast, though

there has been a talk in
Congress of changing
the TPCC chief for a
while now, it has not
materialised. Several
senior leaders in the
party are lobbying 
for the post of TPCC
president. Some leaders
are even indulging into
personal criticism in
media against each other
or targeting other aspi-
rants, causing worry to
cadres that such inter-
necine rivalry would fur-
ther weaken the party.

Many senior leaders, in
private talks, reveal that
the party high command

has to select a leader who
could curtail an aggres-
sive approach by BJP
and give a tough fight to
ruling party in days
ahead. They say that if
the Congress chooses a
wrong leader for the
TPCC post, then it would
difficult for party and
cadre.

Some leaders say that
they would write letters
to AICC chief Sonia
Gandhi to select an
aggressive leader for the
post so that the party can
face both the TRS and
BJP in next elections.

Party leader L. Narasinga Rao had already filed his nomination last Tuesday

BJP MP SAYS
CAA IS NOT

ANTI-MUSLIM

TRS SLAMS
BANDI’S REMARKS

AGAINST KCR
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Government whip in
Telangana Legislative Council
Karne Prabhakar on Tuesday
slammed new state BJP presi-
dent Bandi Sanjay Kumar for
terming Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao as
“Deshdrohi”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the TRS Legislative
Party office, he charged that
the new president of
Telangana BJP does not have
even basic knowledge of
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
and its ideology.

Prabhakar said by passing a
unanimous resolution in
Assembly opposing CAA, NRC
and NPR, the TRS has once
against proved that the party
and its president
Chandrashekar Rao stood for
secular values and protecting
the Ganga Jamuna Tehazib in
the state and country as well.

Condemning Bandi Sanjay’s
remarks against the CM, he
said actually Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is the real
Deshdrohi, as he is creating
mayhem in the country with
his communal and divisive
politics.

EX-CJI GOGOI’S RS
NOMINATION SLAP

ON DEMOCRACY
ATHER MMOIN || DDC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The Telangana-AP Joint
Action Committee against
CAA and NPR condemned the
nomination of former chief
justice, Ranjan Gogoi, for the
Rajya Sabha.

Convener JAC, Mohammed
Mushtaq Malik, speaki-
ng to media said, “We feel this
is a slap on the face of Ind-
ian democracy and secular-
ism.”

The BJP government has
nominated the former chief
justice who headed the larger
bench which decided the
Ayodhya dispute. He was
rewarded a trifling gift for dis-
gracing democracy, added Mr
Malik.

He claimed that Muslims
have morally won the case.
Thishas proved that Gogoi 
was under influence of gov-
ernment. Now there is a need
to review the verdict in the
wake of his nomination for
Rajya Sabha to uphold the dig-
nity of the judiciary. 

He said JAC will hold Youm-
e-Dua (Invocation Day) on
March 19 at Shahi masjid, pub-
lic garden on the passing of
the resolution against CAA in
the assembly. 

The home minister,
Mohammed Mahmood Ali,
and MLCs of the ruling party
will be invited. We hope 
that TRS government will stop
the ongoing process of NPR 
in the state, said Malik.

●● UTTAM RREDDY said
that India ranks first,
and Telangana stands
first in the production
of turmeric in India with
an area of 1.33 lakh
acres and a production
of 2.81 lakh MTs 
involving 107,506 
farmers

●● MANY CCONG leaders
feel that if the new BJP
president succeeds in
sending a message to
the people of Telangana
with his hard-hitting atti-
tude that the saffron
party is the only alterna-
tive to TRS in the state,
then the Congress would
face a difficult situation
ahead

●● BHONGIR MMP also
requested the Prime
Minister to sanction a
National Highway from
the Outer Ring Road to
Kothagudem and 
allocate `3,000 crore for
cleanup of Musi River.
He also sought the 
centre’s support in 
setting up a new 
sewerage plantKomatireddy Venkat

Reddy

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The Telangana govern-
ment on Tuesday issued
new guidelines for the
crop loan waiver, 2018 sc-
heme, which will apply
to all loans sanctioned
or renewed after April 1,
2014 and outstanding till
December 11, 2018.

The scheme will be
applicable for short-
term production loans
and crop loans against
gold, up to `1 lakh dis-
bursed to farmers by
commercial banks and
cooperative credit insti-
tutions, including urban
cooperative banks and
regional rural banks.

Agriculture secretary,
on Tuesday, B. Janard-
han Reddy said that an
IT portal will be devel-
oped for collection, pro-
cessing of data and fina-
lisation of beneficiaries’
outstanding and eligible
loan amounts for extend-
ing benefit.

Later, banks will prep-
are a village-wise list of
farmers and submit a
report. A district-level
bankers committee me-
eting would be held bef-
ore finalising eligible
list of farmers and com-
mencing distribution of
cheques.

Bandi Sanjay Kumar

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The BJP state president and
Karimnagar MP Bandi Sanjay
Kumar said there would be no
harm to the Muslims living in
the country with regard to the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA).

On Tuesday, state BJP MPs
and other leaders protested in
front of the Ambedkar statue
at Telangana Bhavan in New
Delhi against the resolution of
the Telangana Assembly on
CAA and National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

Speaking to media, the BJP
state president said that CAA
is not against anyone in the
country and demanded that
the Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao to prove the
allegations on CAA. He criti-
cised that the TRS and other
parties are opposing CAA to
appeal to the Muslim voters to
increase their vote bank.

“Even the KCR and MP
Asaduddin Owaisi have to reg-
ister their information in the
National Population Register
(NPR). The resolution which is
passed in the Assembly would
be confined to a dustbin,” said
MP Sanjay.

New Delhi, March 17:
The TRS government in
Telangana has not made
any official communica-
tion to Governor Tamil-
isai Soundararajan on
the resolution adopted by
the Assembly on Monday
opposing CAA, NPR and
NRC, said sources close
to her.

There was also no 
prior official intimation
to her about the plan to
move such a resolution,
they said. The govern-
ment, however, had
agreed to delete some
anti-CAA wordings in
her recent address to the
Assembly when she had
objected to them, they
said.

The Governor had
clearly told the state gov-
ernment that such laws
enacted by parliament
cannot be criticised or
opposed in the state
Assembly.

“Despite that if
they continued to pass
such a resolution after
supporting (by TRS) CAA
in parliament then there
could be some political
compulsions due to the
pressure exerted by 
the alliance party
AIMIM,” said a source.

— PTI

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Kalvakuntla Kavitha,
daughter of Chief
Minister K. Chand-
rashekar Rao, is likely to
file her nominations to
contest in the by- election
for an MLC seat from
Nizamabad under the
local authorities con-
stituency, which is sched-
uled to be held on April 7.
The seat fell vacant after

the disqualification of R.
Bhoopathi Reddy on
January 16, 2019.

Sources in ruling party
disclosed that L.
Narasinga Rao, a TRS
leader from Nizamabad
district, had filed his
nomination already last
Tuesday.

Sources revealed that
TRS party working presi-
dent K.T. Rama Rao called
Mr Narasinga Rao over
phone and asked him to

come to the Chief Mini-
ster’s farmhouse at Err-
avalli village of Medak
district on Wednesday.

Sources said that the
TRS supremo has decided
to field his daughter and
therefore instructed his
son and working presi-
dent Mr Rama Rao to
invite Narasinga Rao to
the farmhouse. The party
boss is likely to finalise

the candidate for the by-
polls to the segment on
Wednesday.

Ms Kalvakuntla
Kavitha, former MP of
Nizamabad, was expected
by party cadre to get nom-
inated for Rajya Sabha so
she could take active part
in national politics, but
her father nominated for-
mer AP speaker K.R.
Suresh Reddy and re-
nominated sitting mem-
ber Dr K. Keshava Rao for

the two seats.
The Election Comm-

ission of India on 
March 12 issued notifica-
tions for by-elections. 
According to the sched-
ule, last date for filing
nominations is March 19,
while deadline for with-
drawal of nominations
March 23.

Sources revealed that
Ms Kavitha would likely
to file her papers after 1
pm on Wednesday.

K. Kavitha

●● THE SSEAT fell vacant
after the disqualification
of R. Bhoopathi Reddy on
January 16, 2019

●● BJP MMP Bandi Sanjay
criticises that the TRS and
other parties are opposing
CAA to appeal to the
Muslim voters

●● MOHAMMED MMUSHTAQ
MALIK said JAC will hold
Youm-e-Dua (Invocation Day)
on March 19 at Shahi masjid,
public garden on the passing
of the resolution against CAA
in the assembly
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SHORT TAKES

CAT DISMISSES
VENKATESWARA
RAO’S PETITION

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The Hyderabad Bench of the
Central Administrative Trib-
unal (CAT) on Tuesday dis-
missed the petition filed by sen-
ior IPS officer A.B. Venk-
ateswara Rao, the then Addit-
ional Director General of Pol-
ice (Intelligence), challenging
his suspension by the AP gov-
ernment.

The bench headed by Justice
L. Narasimha Reddy  declined
to set aside the state govern-
ment’s order suspending Mr
Rao, who was suspended for
violating the Code of Conduct
by the AP government on
February 8 this year, under
Rule 3 (1) of All India Services
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969. Mr Rao  had filed the peti-
tion challenging the suspen-
sion  order as illegal. However,
the CAT dismissed his petition  

After hearing arguments
from both sides, the tribunal,
which had reserved its order
on Mr Rao’s petition on March
6, pronounced the same on
Tuesday. The AP government
in its order had stated that Mr
Rao, who was then the Add-
itional DG of Police, was sus-
pended for allegedly indulged
in defrauding during the pur-
chase of security equipment.

FURNITURES & FURNISHINGS

ELECTRICALS
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S.N.C.N. AACHARYULU || DDC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Even as the no-holds bar
running feud between the
AP State Election
Commission (SEC) and
the government rages on,
State Election Commiss-
ioner N. Ramesh Kumar,
emphasised, “the SEC has
extraordinary powers, si-
milar to the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI).”

The statement comes
after Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy ques-
tioned the scope, extent
and limits of the powers of
the SEC. 

The controversy started
with Commissioner
Kumar taking decisions to
postpone local body elec-
tions and transfer collec-
tors, SPs and other offi-
cials, besides suspending
some police officials for
inaction against ruling
party violence against
opposition party candi-
dates and workers.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, Mr Ramesh
Kumar said the Supreme
Court had made adjudicat-
ed upon this issue in the
Kishan Singh Tomar ver-
sus Municipal Corpo-
ration of Ahmedabad

case. In October 2006, the
apex court in its judge-
ment had said, “It is neces-
sary for all state govern-
ments to recognise the sig-
nificance of the State
Election Commission,
which is a constitutional
body. They shall abide by
directions of the SEC in
the same manner in which
it follows directions of the
Election Commission of
India during elections for
Parliament and state legis-
latures. For conduct of the
elections to local bodies,
SEC enjoys the same sta-
tus as the ECI.”

Meanwhile, when qui-
zzed about the epistolary
controversy between
Chief Secretary Neelam
Sahani and him, the SEC
said, “I don't want to speak
more on this matter.”

DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

In the ongoing saga of
confrontation between the
AP State Election Comm-
ission and the state gover-
nment, a series of encores
are creating a sense of
political déja vu. Exactly
eleven months ago, when
the AP assembly elections
were underway, the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) transferred
the-then chief secretary
A.K. Puneetha, besides
several officers including
the intelligence chief,
leading to the-then chief
minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu attacking the ECI.

Now, watchers of the
SEC, which has already
transferred several burea-
ucrats, senior police offi-
cers besides postponing
the local body polls, sense
a foreboding that it may
also transfer the Chief
Secretary if its orders are
not implemented. And
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy has already
launched a scathing per-
sonal attack on the
integrity of the election
body chief, insinuating
that he took a decision to
favour the opposition
Telugu Desam party,

because he belongs to the
same caste as TD leader N
Chandrababu Naidu.

When the ECI trans-
ferred the-then CS A.K,
Mr Naidu had said, “First,
the ECI transferred a dis-
trict collector. Then the
intelligence DG and two
district SPs, and now the
CS. Why? They did not
give any reasons. How can
it transfer officials with-
out revealing the mistake
they did? Election
Commission should work
in an unbiased manner.”

In the current face-off,
the SEC transferred dis-
trict collectors, SPs and
suspended some police
officials, after postponing
the ongoing local body
elections for six weeks
due to Covid-19.

In an angry outburst of
a reaction, CM Reddy,
said, “who gave him (SEC
Ramesh Kumar) such
rights to take such arbi-
trary decisions. If requ-
ired, they would complain
against the Commiss-
ioner and seek necessary
action. What authority
does the SEC have to
order transfers? Why sho-
uld we have an elected
government and Chief
Minister? Let the SEC run
the government.”

DC CCORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17 

Extensive analysis by sci-
entists at the Centre for
Cellular and Molecular
Biology (CSIR-CCMB) sug-
gests that divide between
the north-east African chee-
tah and both the south-east
African and Asiatic chee-

tah is 100-200,000.
In a report published in

the journal Scientific Rep-
orts, using DNA analyses to
understand the finer det-
ails of Asiatic and African
cheetahs, scientists found
that the data contradicts
existing belief of the evolu-
tionary divide. It was esti-
mated that the divide bet-

ween Asiatic and African
cheetahs was only of 5000
years.  Dr. K. Thangaraj,
senior author of this study
and chief scientist at the
CCMB, said “We have ana-
lysed three distinct cheetah
samples; first one was a
skin sample of a cheetah,
believed to be shot in Mad-
hya Pradesh in the 19th cen-

tury, from the mammal gal-
lery of the zoological sur-
vey of India (ZSI), Kolkata;
the second was a bone sam-
ple of cheetah, obtained
from the Mysore natural
history museum, dated
1850-1900; and the third was
a blood sample of a modern
cheetah from the Nehru zo-
ological park , Hyderabad.”

“We have isolated DNA
from both the historical
samples in the ancient
DNA facility of CCMB; the
mt DNA  of these two sam-
ples, and the modern chee-
tah sample were sequenced
and analysed along with
mtDNA of 118 cheetahs
from different parts of the
world” said Dr Niraj Rai.

SEC digs in heels as Jagan fumes 

N. VVAMSI SSRINIVAS || DDC
VIJAYAWADA, MARCH 17

N. Ramesh Kumar, AP
State Election Commi-
ssioner (SEC), on Tuesday
suggested to the state gov-
ernment to obtain a clea-
rance from the National
Task Force  on coron-
avirus  to hold polls to
local bodies immediately.
Replying to Chief Secre-
tary Nilam Sawhney’s
request to the SEC to reco-
nsider the decision to def-
er polls, the SEC in a th-
ree-page letter, made it
clear that it would restart
the election process, whi-
ch is assessed to be a high
human contact scenario,
only “after being assured
or advised” by the NTF.

Making things on this
front complicated for CM
Reddy, who was keen on
completing the poll proc-
ess before March 31 to avo-
id lapse of the 14th finan-
ce commission funds due

to the state to the tune of
over `3,000 crore, the
Centre officially annou-
nced that the country had
entered the second stage
of Covid-19.

The centre has warned
people against mass gath-
erings and advised strict
adherence to moderate
distancing (among peo-
ple). The SEC described
the postponement of polls
as implementing the cen-
tral advisory protocol on
“moderate distancing”.

Mr Kumar got a shot in
the arm with SEC of West
Bengal, Maharashtra and
Odisha deferring polls in
their respective states, a
day after his move to do
the same. “Had the deci-
sion to postpone polls be
announced along with
other states, things would
have been different, the
SEC said in the letter,
adding that the commis-
sion was being “needless-
ly faulted” for acting a day

ahead.
In this backdrop, the

Supreme Court will take
up the AP government’s
plea challenging the SEC
decision on Wednesday. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice S.A. Bobde will
take up the case.

Mr Ramesh Kumar
offered to work closely
with the state government
in the task of obtaining
14th Finance Commission
funds. “The SEC is pre-
pared to support your eff-
orts to access funds thro-
ugh any requisite docu-
mentation from our end,”
he said, adding that since
AP was not alone in the
present situation, states in
similar situation can
make a common pleading.

Defending his decision
to release his letter to the
media, the SEC said that
the gist of the CS’ corre-
spondence to him had
already been appearing in
press.

SEC supports centre for
postponement of local polls 

After putting off local polls, Kumar says SEC has powers similar to EC

Political déja vu
of YSRC and SEC

● THE CCONTROVER-
SY started with
Commissioner
Kumar taking deci-
sions to postpone
local body elections
and transfer collec-
tors, SPs and other
officials

Study challenges cheetah’s evolutionary divide
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SHORT TAKES
E-PARIKSHA FOR
AIRMEN DEFFERE

TO APRIL 
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

The Scheduled Test for
Airmen Recruitment e-Pari-
ksha from March 19 to March
23 has been tentatively post-
poned to the last week of April
due to outbreak of virus.

The e-Pariksha was to be
held in 86 cities across the
country. It has been put off in
the wake of various govern-
ment advisories and Section
144 at many places. 

For latest updates, applicants
my check out www.airmense-
lection.cdac.in.

SEC defends use of facial recognition in polls 
Saying use of the technology was illegal, Internet Freedom Foundation asks if it will be used again 
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Telangana State Election
Commission (SEC), in a
reply to an RTI query,
defended its recent use of
facial recognition technol-
ogy for voter identification
by claiming that the provi-
sions in the constitution
allowed it to do so. 

The Internet Freedom
Foundation (IFF), an advo-
cacy group, which had
filed the query remains
unconvinced and said the
use of the technology 

was illegal. 
It may be recalled that

SEC had deployed facial
recognition software in
Kompally municipality
during urban local body
polls in January. 

Voters in 10 polling
booths were authenticated
using mobile phones
loaded with the necessary
software, which was pro-
vided by the Telangana
State Technology Services
(TSTS).  The move was
controversial. 

Famously, AIMIM chief,
Asaduddin Owaisi, criti-

cised SEC, calling the use
of this technology a viola-
tion of the fundamental
right to privacy.  In the RTI
query, IFF had asked what
specific law permitted
SEC to use facial recogni-
tion technology. 

The reply read: “Article
243-ZA of the constitution
of India provides powers
to conduct elections to
municipalities with free
and fair manner (sic).”
Sidharth Deb, parliamen-
tary and policy counsel at
IFF, said this wasn’t a
valid justification. He

pointed out that there was
no law that governed the
use of such technologies
in a way that respects peo-
ple’s right to privacy, has a
specific purpose and has
procedural safeguards to
limit abuse by the state.
“An article of the constitu-
tion is not the right lawful
basis. So clearly, this is an
illegal deployment of the
technology,” he added.

IFF also asked SEC to
furnish the data of how
accurate the technology
was while identifying vot-
ers. On an average, accord-

ing to SEC’s reply, only 78
per cent of the voters were
able to be identified cor-
rectly. Lighting and net-
work issues at some
booths and unclear photo-
graphs in EPIC cards were
blamed for the low accura-
cy. Deb said, “The real
issue with these issues is
that oftentimes, the out-
comes put at disadvantage
minorities and at-risk
groups.” 

Also, interestingly, the
deployment of the technol-
ogy cost the TSEC
`1,02,000 for mobile sets,

SIM cards and data cards.
It may be noted that the

TSTS, a specialised agency
established by the state
government’s information
technology department,
provided the infrastruc-
tural support to SEC on
this project.

The TSTS had submitted
an undertaking that it
would delete the data of
voters, if any, stored in its
servers after the polling
process. However, as
Deccan Chronicle had
reported in the past, there
is no mechanism for the

public to verify this. 
A senior official from

TSTS had noted that only
limited fields of voter data
would be shared with
TSTS. The official had said
the certification of dele-
tion would be self-declared
by TSTS, without any
external audit. 

Deb noted that the lack of
transparency on the dele-
tion of data was a major
red flag.  Interestingly, in
another RTI query, IFF
asked if SEC had plans to
use facial recognition
technology in the future. 
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SHORT TAKES
INDIA ISSUES NV

TO PAK ON 
MISSING JAWAN

DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

India has asked Pakistan if its
missing armyman Havildar
Rajender Singh Negi is with
them and if he is, then con-
sular access should be provid-
ed to him immediately.

Havildar Negi of 11 Garhwal
Rifles was patrolling on an ele-
vated walkway when he
slipped from the slopes of
Gulmarg on January 8 at
around 7.15 pm and is missing
since then. He is believed to
have accidentally crossed the
border in Kashmir and landed
in Pakistan.

Raising the matter officially
with Pakistan, India on
Monday through a Note
Verbale sought details about
Havildar Negi. India has asked
Pakistan to confirm presence
of Havildar Negi in its territo-
ry and give consular access if
he is with them. Pakistan is
yet to respond to the NV.

Negi is a resident of
Dehradun and had joined the
11 Garhwal Rifles regiment in
2002. He was posted in
Gulmarg since November. 

SC QUASHES
2008 POLICY

RESTRICTIONS
From Page 1

The court noted there was
“documentary evidence of the
accolades which have been
bestowed on women officers in
the Indian Navy”.

The court recalled that in
1993, Commander Ruby Singh
became the first Indian
woman to lead a platoon in the
Indian Navy’s contingent at
Rajpath on Republic Day.

The INSV Tarini, which cir-
cumnavigated the globe, com-
prised an all-woman crew,
while Sub-Lieutenant
Shivangi became the first
woman pilot of the Navy.

Having cleared the decks for
the grant of permanent com-
mission to women short
service officers in the Navy,
the court said in terms of the
February 25, 1999 policy
decision, all SSC officers,
including women officers, are
eligible for permanent
commission — and noted that
this has not been complied
with.

The court said the stipula-
tion in the policy letter dated
September 26, 2008 making it
“prospective and restricting
its application to specified
cadres/branches of the
Indian Navy shall not be
enforced”. The court also
“quashed and set aside”
the provisions of the
December 3, 2008
“implementation guidelines”
to the extent that they are
made prospective and
restricted to specified cadres.

Holding that the short serv-
ice commission officers “can’t
be left in the lurch”, the court
said the situation has arisen
due to the failure of the
authorities to implement the
policy statement of February
25, 1999 by which they were
bound to offer them perma-
nent commission, and as also
by the decisions of the Delhi
high court.

Nath ducks floor test again
Rebel MLAs say they are not held captive; SC to hear Shivraj’s plea today 
RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY || DC
BHOPAL, MARCH 17

The high-octane political
drama in Madhya Prad-
esh triggered by exit of
veteran leader Jyotira-
ditya Scindia from Cong-
ress and subsequent res-
ignation of 22 Congress
MLAs from Assembly
last fortnight, continued
on Tuesday with Chief
Minister Kamal Nath dis-
regarding Governor Lalji
Tandon’s fresh directive
to face floor test in the
House.

This was second time in
the last 24 hours that
Nath ignored the direc-
tive to face floor test to
prove his government’s
majority.

Nath, who shot off a let-
ter to the Governor on
Tuesday morning justify-
ing his decision to skip
trust vote again, took
strong exception to Tand-
on’s warning to declare
his government a minori-
ty if he ducked the floor
test this time.

“It will be unconstitu-
tional since it (terming
that his government is in

minority) is baseless,”
Nath said.

Earlier on Monday, the
Governor set fresh date of
March 17 for the Kamal
Nath government to face
trust vote after his earlier
directive to the Chief
Minister to take floor test
in the Assembly on Mon-
day to prove his majority
was given a go by.

The Governor while
issuing fresh directive to
hold floor test on Tuesday

had warned that it would
be deemed that the Nath
government has  reduced
to minority if the Chief
Minister failed to face
floor test on the day.

Replying to the gover-
nor’s fresh missive, Nath
took refuge in coron-
avirus outbreak as well
as the pending case in SC
relating to the matter to
skip the floor test.
Besides, he reiterated his
stand on the 16 rebel

Congress MLAs, lodged
in a resort in Bengaluru
in Karnatak since over a
week, that he could not
take floor test unless
their ‘release’ were
secured.

In a late evening devel-
opment on Tuesday,
Assembly Speaker N.P.
Prajapati wrote a letter to
the Governor seeking his
intervention to secure
release of the 16 rebel
Congress MLAs.

Prajapati said he had
received their resigna-
tion letters through other
persons and had reason
to doubt them as kin of
one of them has moved
the court seeking to res-
cue him.

The apex court while
hearing the petition filed
by former CM Shivraj
Singh Chouhan along
with nine BJP legislators
seeking floor test by
Kamal Nath government
within 48 hours, on
Tuesday served notices to
Nath and MP assembly
secretariat to respond to
it within 24 hours. The SC
set March 18 the next date
of hearing in the case.

In another develop-
ment, 22 rebel Congress
MLAs including six for-
mer ministers, holed up
in a resort in Bengaluru,
appeared in public for the
first time on Tuesday to
hold a press conference to
deny the charges made by
Nath that they were held
‘captive’ by the BJP.

The MLAs said they
were given short shrift by
Rahul Gandhi and Nath
and hence decided to
resign in protest.

EC rejects plea, declares
Scindia’s RS papers valid

LS nod to new Pregnancy Bill
New Delhi, March 17:
Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed a Bill which
seeks to extend the
upper limit for permit-
ting abortions from the
present 20 weeks to 24
weeks for “special cate-
gories of women” which
include rape survivors,
victims of incest, differ-
ently-abled and minors.

The Medical Termin-
ation of Pregnancy
Amendment Bill, 2020
which seeks to amend
the Medical Termin-
ation of Pregnancy Act,
1971 was passed by a
voice vote. Certain
amendments moved by
opposition members
were defeated.

Health minister Harsh
Vardhan said the pro-
posed law allows termi-
nation of pregnancies in
cases related to rape,
incest, minor girls, and
pregnancy with substan-
tial foetal abnormali-
ties. 

“The Bill is the first
step towards the safety
of women. We have had
extensive consultation
with several stakehold-
ers. There was also a
Group of Ministers and
the Bill was discussed in
great detail,” he pointed
out.

Vardhan said several
petitions have been filed
in the courts for termi-
nation of pregnancies

beyond permissible lim-
its. The Supreme Court
saw 26 petitions related
to medical termination
beyond the prescribed
period while the high
courts saw over such 100
cases.

“It is a very progres-
sive legislation. Even
the courts had said that
the law should be
reviewed,” he said.

One of the salient fea-
tures of the proposed
law is “enhancing the
upper gestation limit
from 20 to 24 weeks for
special categories of
women which will be
defined in the amend-
ments to the MTP Rules
and would include vul-

nerable women includ-
ing survivors of rape,
victims of incest and
other vulnerable women
(like differently-abled
women, minors) etc”.

If pregnancy has to be
terminated in 20 weeks,
the opinion of one doc-
tor is required. But
beyond that, opinion of
two doctors would be
needed and one of them
has to be a government
physician.

Name and other partic-
ulars of a woman whose
pregnancy is terminated
shall not be revealed
except to a person auth-
orised in any law which
is in force, according to
a provision. — PTI

Gogoi: Will speak
after taking oath

DC CORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL, MARCH 17

The Election Commi-
ssion on Tuesday reject-
ed charges of omitting a
case registered against
him by Jyotiraditya Sci-
ndia, who has joined BJP
recently, in his nomina-
tion for Rajya Sabha and
declared his papers valid.

A petition seeking
rejection of Scindia’s RS

nomination for not men-
tioning the case in his
papers was earlier filed
by Congress veteran
Digivijay Singh.

The petition alleged
that Scindia had with-
held information on a
case lodged against him
with the Economic
Offence Wing of Madhya
Pradesh police, in his
nomination paper.

It claimed that the case

against Scindia was reg-
istered by the EoW ahead
of submission of his
nomination papers and
yet the nomination form
had no mention of it.

Interestingly, a day
after Scindia joined BJP
on March 11, the EoW
declared to re-open a land
grab case lodged against
him in 2014 which was
closed in 2018 owing to
lack of evidence.

They fear nothing

Members of the Indian Youth Congress hold placards during a protest in New Delhi on Tuesday against the price hike in petrol and
diesel. —PTI

NAYEAR AAZAD || DC
PATNA, MARCH 17

Punita Devi, wife of
Nirbhaya rape convict
Akshay Kumar Singh has
filed a petition in a family
court seeking a divorce
from her husband who is
slated to be hanged on
March 20. 

The matter will come up
for hearing on March 19, a
day before Akshay Kumar
Singh along with other con-
victs is to be hanged. 

In a petition to the court,
she has pleaded that “I
believe that my husband is
innocent but he has been
held guilty in a rape case.
The court has awarded
death sentence and
he is to be hanged on
March 20. Since I don’t
want to live the life of a

widow I want a divorce
from him.” 

Punita has been living
with her in-laws at Akshay
Kumar Singh’s ancestral
home in Bihar’s
Aurangabad district. 

According to lawyer
Mukesh Kumar Singh who
is representing Punita
Devi, the petition has been
filed as per the provision
under section 13(2) in the
Hindu Marriage Act
where the wife can seek
divorce from her husband
under special circum-
stances. 

“The wife has the legal
right to apply for divorce in
special cases under the
Hindu Marriage Act 13(2),
which also includes rape
cases. According to the law,
if a woman’s husband is
convicted in a rape case,

she can seek divorce. In
this case, the wife
of a rape convict has filed a
petition for divorce before
his hanging as she
doesn’t want to live as a
widow”, petitioner’s lawyer
Mukesh Kumar Singh told
reporters. 

Akshay and other con-
victs are scheduled to be
hanged on March 20 at 5.30
am for the gruesome rape
and murder of a 23-year-old
paramedical student who
was later dubbed as
Nirbhaya.

After three postpone-
ments of death warrants,
the trial court on March 5
set the date of hanging at
Tihar jail on March 20. 

The fresh dates were
issued after the convicts
exhausted all available
legal remedies including

the curative and mercy
petitions. Legal experts are
of the view that the peti-
tion for divorce filed by
Akshay Kumar Singh’s
wife could be an attempt to
further delay the scheduled
hanging. 

Meanwhile, Akshay
Kumar has filed a second
mercy petition before
President Ram Nath
Kovind just three days
before his scheduled hang-
ing on March 20.

Officials at Tihar Jail,
where the hanging is sched-
uled to take place, said
Kumar filed the petition
addressed to the President
on Tuesday evening.

“This plea will also be
forwarded to the ministry
of home affairs through
the Delhi government,”
they said.

Convict’s wife files for divorce
Legal experts view this as an attempt to delay hangingNIRBHAYA | CASE

● ● COURT RRECALLS that in
1993, Commander Ruby Singh
became the first Indian woman
to lead a platoon in the Indian
Navy's contingent at Rajpath
on Republic Day. 

● ● INSV TTARINI, which
circumnavigated the globe,
comprised an all-woman crew,
while Sub-Lieutenant Shivangi
became the first woman pilot
of the Navy

Guwahati, March 17:
Former Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi on
Tuesday defended his deci-
sion to accept nomination
to the Rajya Sabha, saying
he wants the legislature and
judiciary to work together
for nation-building.

Gogoi, however, said he
will speak in detail about
the issue, over which he and
the Modi government have
come under attack, after
taking oath as a member of
the Rajya Sabha.

“I have accepted the offer
of nomination to the Rajya
Sabha because of strong
conviction that the legisla-
ture and judiciary must, at
some point of time, work
together for nation-build-
ing. My presence in Parlia-
ment will be an opportunity
to project the views of the
judiciary before the legisla-
ture and vice versa,” he told
an Assamese news channel.

Opposition parties, includ-
ing the Congress, have ques-
tioned the nomination of
Gogoi to the RS barely
months after he retired in
November last year.

Meanwhile, former
Supreme Court judge
Justice Kurian Joseph has
reacted strongly to the nom-
ination of former-CJI
Ranjan Gogoi as member of
the Rajya Sabha saying that
he has “compromised the
noble principles” of the
independence and impar-

tiality of judiciary. “Acco-
rding to me, the acceptance
of nomination as member
of Rajya Sabha by a former
CJI, has certainly shaken
the confidence of common
man on the independence of
judiciary, which is also one
of the basic structures of
the Constitution,” he said.

RAJIB CCHOWDHURI || DDC
KOLKATA, MARCH 17

The nomination of Dinesh
Bajaj, independent candi-
date for the fifth and final
Rajya Sabha seat in West
Bengal, has been cancelled
due to an error. The cancel-
lation took place during the
scrutiny by the returning
officer of the candidates’
nomination papers in the
Assembly on Tuesday
which was also the last date
of scrutiny.

This has dealt a severe
blow to the ruling Trinamul
which had wanted to sup-
port Bajaj after fielding him
as an independent candi-
date against CPI(M) leader
Bikash Ranjan Bhattac-
haryya, a candidate fielded
by the Left-Cong for same
the seat.

RS NOMINATION OF
BAJAJ REJECTED 
IN WEST BENGAL



Kolkata, March 17: Two
students from Darjeeling
Hills studying at premier
institutes here allegedly
faced racial taunts liked to
coronavirus in separate
incidents on city streets. 

The abusers probably
mistook the students with
mongoloid features for
nationals of China from
where novel coronavirus
had spread worldwide. 

The two, a woman and a
man, narrated their
ordeal in social media and
did not lodge a formal
complaint to police. 

One of them, a 21-year
old woman who is pursu-
ing Masters degree at the
Presidency University,
shared a video on
WhatsApp on Monday, in
which she was seen con-
fronting two men who had
allegedly uttered ‘coron-
avirus’ pointing at her on
a central Kolkata street. 

“I have clearly heard you
saying ‘coronavirus esech-
he’ (see, coronavirus has
come here) pointing at us
three times as we were
passing by,” the woman,
who was accompanied by
a man from her native
place, was heard telling
two middle-aged men who
tried to put up a defence.

One of the men said he
was discussing coron-
avirus deaths with his
friend and did not taunt
her. 

When the woman
refused to buy his logic
and insisted that he had
taunted her, the other man
asked her not to make a
fuss and quietly leave the
spot. 

After they threatened to
take appropriate action
against the men, they
apologised, the woman
said. 

“We are pretty sure these
two men purposely called
us coronavirus as they
look at people with mon-
goloid features in this way.
However, since they apolo-
gised, we did not take any
follow-up action. But it is
necessary to share our
experience in social media
to debunk racist preju-
dices,” she told reporters
on Tuesday. 

The second incident
involved a male student of
the Jadavpur University,
who claimed that when he

was waiting for an
autorickshaw, a transgen-
der woman asked her com-
panion to move away from
him, saying “coronavirus
esechhe”. 

“They looked at me with
disgust, made some sound
as if I was some vile thing,
covered their mouths with
their dupattas. They did it
for the next couple of min-
utes until they got a taxi. I
couldn't speak up,” he nar-
rated on Facebook. 

He said he generally con-
fronts people whenever he
faces racial slur on streets,
but “this time I was scared
as there were four of
them... I felt humiliated”. 

The student said he is
not demonising the mem-
bers of the transgender
community or Bengali
speaking population but
“the problem is the men-
tality of racist people”.
Kolkata 

NATION pg 9
DECCAN CHRONICLE | HYDERABAD | WEDNESDAY | 18 MARCH 2020 

SHORT TAKES

UP extends 
shutdown 

People banned
from beaches too

Ayodhya gears up
for Navami mela

Lucknow: To contain the
coronavirus spread, the Uttar

Pradesh government on
Tuesday extended the clo-

sure of all educational insti-
tutions, cinemas, multiplexes

and tourists places in the
state till April 2. 

Competitive and other
examinations too have been

postponed till April 2.
All tourists places in the

state have been shut.
All cinemas and multiplexes

will also remain closed till
April 2.

Ayodhya: The district admin-
istration is gearing up to
hold mega Ram Navami

mela despite the coronavirus
scare and concerns

expressed by many including
the chief medical officer of
Ayodhya about the health
risk posed by a large con-
gregation of 10 lakh devo-

tees. District Magistrate Anuj
Kumar Jha said the Uttar
Pradesh government has

notified the Epidemic Act
and the district administra-
tion is being empowered to
take all steps to stop coron-
avirus. Jha said the adminis-

tration has printed 50,000
posters highlighting precau-

tions against coronavirus
and these are being pasted

at public places. He said the
district administration is all

prepared for the Ram
Navami celebrations accord-

ing to practice and will
adopt all precautionary

measures. 

New Delhi: Railways has can-
celled 76 trains as precau-
tion against the spread of

coronavirus and due to low
occupancy, officials said on

Tuesday. It has also issued a
set of guidelines to zonal

railways for its catering staff
stating no employee having
fever, cough, runny nose or

difficulty in breathing
“should be deployed in the

business of food handling on
Indian Railways”. Also, amid

the coronavirus scare, the
Central Railway and Western

Railway on Tuesday
announced a steep rise in

the prices of platform ticket
from `10 to `50.

Doc of first casualty of Covid tests positive
Siddiqui was first Covid-19 casualty after he returned from a pilgrimage COVID | SCARE

New Delhi, March 17: The
coronavirus outbreak in Delhi
has alarmed the residents of
the city with many choosing to
maintain minimal physical
contact in public places, avoid-
ing use of public transport as
much as possible, and deserted
restaurants painting a gloomy
picture. 

From plush Connaught Place
to Karol Bagh market, both
otherwise bustling with
crowds on Tuesday, wore a
sparse look, with shopowners
waiting for customers and
parking lots having less cars
than usual. 

Suresh Kumar, 45, an auto-
rickshaw driver, said, he has
never seen Delhi like this
before. 

“Such gloomy feel to the city.
I have been driving an auto-
rickshaw since mid-90s here,
but I have never seen CP like
this. It is always so full of life,
people jostling to hire an auto,
but since morning I have had
just three riders. It doesn’t feel
good,” he said. 

Kumar says, the coronavirus
epidemic has not just
destroyed the health of people,
its aftermath has “scared peo-
ple to the core”. 

DELHIITES TAKE
CORONA CURBS

SERIOUSLY

M. BB. GGIRISH || DDC
KALABURAGI, MARCH 17

A 63-year-old family physi-
cian of Mohammad
Hussain Siddiqui (76), a
resident of ward 29 who
died of Covid-19, tested
positive and is being treat-
ed at an isolation ward in
ESI Hospital in
Kalaburagi.

While the doctor was in
home quarantine, his fam-
ily members are suspected
to be secondary contacts
and it is feared that they
may have contracted the
disease from him. The doc-
tor’s family members have

been home quarantined by
health officials.

Health officials are at
work to identify all those
people who were in touch
with the doctor of
Siddiqui family and a list
has been prepared from
March 6 to March 11 to
separate them the public
so as to contain the spread
of the disease.

A couple of days back,
Siddiqui’s daughter was
tested for Covid-19 and is
being treated in
Kalaburagi while three
other members of the
same family were tested
negative ion the lab tests.

Mohammad Hussain
Siddiqui was the first
Covid-19 death in the coun-
try after he returned from
a pilgrimage to Saudi
Arabia. He died on March
10 and was buried on
March 11 as per the direc-

tions of health officials to
contain the disease.

Upon his arrival from
Saudi Arabia on February
29 via Hyderabad,
Siddiqui is said to have
met several persons at his
residence who greeted him
on successful completion
of pilgrimage to Saudi
Arabia.

According to sources
close to Siddiqui family,
while, exchanging greet-
ings till March 5, Siddiqui,
unaware of contracting
Covid-19, is said to have
hugged a few and hand
kissed a few thus leading
to spread of the disease.

He on March 9 com-
plained of fever and sever
cough and was rushed to a
hospital in Kalaburagi
before shifting him to
Hyderabad by his family
members and he died on
return to Kalaburagi on
March 10 at around 11 pm. 

In Kalaburagi, Siddiqui
was tested for viral pneu-
monia.

“On his return from
Saudi, he was in continu-
ous touch with friends and
relatives who came wish-
ing him. He even travelled
to Vijayapura (Bijapur) for
his relative’s house,” said
the source.

As a precautionary
measure, after the disease
in Siddiqui was con-
firmed, health officials
shifted 20-family members
of Siddiqui family to ESI
Hospital which includes 8
children.

Also, the total shut down
of commercial establish-
ments over Covid-19 threat
seems to be working well if
one looks into the number
of commuters using gov-
ernment run public trans-
port services like KSRTC,
BMTC and BMRCL. The
number of people using
mass transport system has
drastically come down. 

Mangaluru/Udupi: After the
shut down on pubs and

malls in the state, Dakshina
Kannada district administra-
tion has now banned people

from visiting beaches and
attending annual festivals in

the temples. Many temples
in the coastal region have

their annual festivals during
summer. As schools are shut

for summer holidays, the
number of devotees increas-

es in the temples. Tourists
come to temples to offer

sevas. There are a huge
number of tourists who visit
beaches. To prevent people

from gathering in large num-
bers, the Dakshina Kannada

district Deputy
Commissioner Sindhu B.

Rupesh has issued an order
imposing a ban on sevas at
the temples and also a ban
on public movement in the

beaches.

GILVSTER AASSARY || DDC 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 17

Minister of state for exter-
nal affairs V. Muralee-dha-
ran has self-quarantined
himself as a preventive
step against Covid-19.

Though the minister did
not have any symptoms,
he decided to quarantine
himself as he had attend-
ed a meeting at Sree

Chitra Institute for
Medical Sciences and
Technology in
T h i r u va n a n t h ap u r a m
where a doctor had tested
positive. As many as 75
staffers including 25 doc-
tors are under surveil-
lance in the institute.

The institute authorities
said Union minister had
paid a courtesy visit to the
director’s office on March
14 forenoon and it was a

holiday. Only two officials
from the Institute and two
from the technology wing
in Poojapura met him and
none of them had any con-

tact with the affected doc-
tor for months.

The director’s office is in
a separate building away
from the Hospital. The
Union minister did not
visit the hospital. The
affected doctor was on
home quarantine during
this time and had not test-
ed positive in his first
screening test. The deputy
director’s  quarantine
period had ended during

the Minister’s visit. The
revised quarantine period
of 28 days order was
issued on March 16
evening and following this
he will remain home quar-
antine for the stipulated
additional period.

The Director has had no
contact with the affected
doctor in the last one year
and has not held any meet-
ing in which the affected
person attended. 

Union mantri self-quarantines

ICMR: Accredited pvt labs
can conduct Covid-19 tests
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

The government on
Tuesday decided to
increase the number of
testing labs from 52 to 125
by allowing accredited
private labs also to con-
duct Covid-related tests.
The government has made
it clear that the tests
should be done only when
prescribed by a qualified
physician, as per ICMR-
NIV norms, and free of
cost.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
said that it will share the

SOPs for testing and pro-
vide positive controls for
establishing the test as
soon as the concerned pri-
vate laboratory procures
the primers, probes and
reagents.

“Adoption of commer-
cial kits for testing should
be based on validations
conducted by ICMR-
National institute of
Virology (NlV), Pune and
appropriate bio-safety and
bio-security precautions
should be ensured while
collecting samples from a
suspect patient,” the
ICMR guidelines said.

It added that a disease

specific separate collec-
tion site should be created
and all private testing lab-
oratories have to ensure
immediate/ real-time
reporting to the state offi-
ciats of IDSP and ICMR
for timely initiation of
contact tracing and
research activities.

Guidelines have also
been issued for dead body
management towards
standard precautions,
infection prevention and
control measures, han-
dling of the body and
environmental disinfec-
tion. The government also
said that guidelines on

Clinical Management of
Covid-19 triage (early
recognition of patients),
implementation of infec-
tion prevention and con-
trol measures have been
revised and updated.

The Union health min-
istry has set a process for
notifying Covid-19 affect-
ed persons by private
institutions saying each
and every case whether
suspected or confirmed
should be isolated and
provided appropriate
treatment and their con-
tacts traced at the earliest
to break the chain of
transmission.

AKSHEEV TTHAKUR || DDC
BENGALURU, MARCH 17

Bilal Bagh, the venue of
anti-CAA, NPR, NRC
protests will witness a
limited congregation
against the backdrop of
Covid-19 scare. 

There will be 50 pro-
testers with all the
health check-up done.
Though the indefinite
sit-in will continue, the
venue will be closed for
the public.

The organising team of
the protest told the
Deccan Chronicle that
they are in constant
touch with the medical
experts in order to avoid
any eventuality.

The protest at Bilal
Bagh started on
February 8 to show soli-
darity with the women
protesters at Shaheen
Bagh in the national cap-
ital. 

The organisers have
said that in the last few
days, with the protest
gathering momentum,
goons have started trou-
bling the protesters at
Bilal Bagh.

On March 16, a group
claiming to be from a
Hindu right wing organ-
isation descended at the
venue with iron rods
and threatened to shut
down the site in a few
days. However, the
women protesters want
the Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa to visit the
site and address them as
they will continue to sit
indefinitely.

The Commissioner of
Police, Bhaskar Rao has
stated that he has no
intention of quelling the
protest unless the law
and order is disturbed.  

BILAL BAGH TO
HAVE NOT MORE
THAN 50 
PROTESTERS

2 Darjeeling students face racial taunts

PM: Budget
session not
to be cut
India bans passengers
from Afghanistan,
Philippines and Malaysia 
From Page1

Taking preventive meas-
ures, the Indian govern-
ment on Tuesday issued
advisories asking all
offices to get thermal
scanners, sanitisers and
minimising physical con-
tact with people.

The routine issue of vis-
itors and temporary pass-
es has been suspended
with immediate effect
and all gyms, recreation
centres and creches in
government buildings
have been asked to be
closed.

India on Tuesday also
banned the entry of pas-
sengers from
Afghanistan, the
Philippines and Malaysia
till March 31, leading to
chaos as several Indian
students on their way
back home were stranded
in Malaysia and the
Philippines.

Union home secretary
Ajay Bhalla reviewed the
level of preparedness to
contain the Covid-19
threat with states border-
ing Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh and
Myanmar.

The health ministry has
recommended use of anti-
HIV drug combinations
Lopinavir and Ritonavir
on a case-to-case basis
depending on the severity
of a patient’s condition
who has the Covid-19
infection. 

Meanwhile, states have
started extending school
and college vacations.
Uttar Pradesh announced
the closure of all educa-
tional institutions till
April 2 while Himachal
Pradesh advised people to
shun the darshan of
deities at temples. 

The ITBP postponed an
all-India written exam to
be held Sunday. Russian
deputy prime minister
Yury Trutnev’s visit to
India later this month has
been cancelled.

Asking BJP MPs to
spread awareness about
the coronavirus, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
made it clear that the
Budget Session of
Parliament will not be
curtailed as MPs should
be seen to be doing their
work at a time like this.

In his address at the BJP
parliamentary party
meeting, Mr Modi heaped
praise on doctors and
other medical staff as
well as airline crews and
others involved in tack-
ling the coronavirus cri-
sis, saying they worked
positively and tirelessly,
parliamentary affairs
minister Pralhad Joshi
told reporters.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla reviewed prepara-
tions to tackle the spread
of coronavirus in
Parliament and was told
that all non-essential vis-
its to the Parliament
House complex had been
curtailed.

In a bid to ensure the
availability of drugs to
treat the coronavirus, the
Centre has expedited the
environmental clearance
for Active Pharma-ceuti-
cal Ingredients related
projects, which will get
the approval at the state
level itself. 

● While the doctor
was in home quaran-
tine, his family mem-
bers are suspected to
be secondary contacts
and it is feared that
they may have con-
tracted the disease
from him. 

● Police sources said
no complaint has been
lodged. JU Vice-
Chancellor Suranjan
Das said, “If such a
thing has happened,
we condemn it. We
are working towards
raising awareness
among the public.”

Journey to safety

A worker disinfects a train coach as a precaution against Covid-19 in Jammu. For most people, the new coronavirus
causes only mild or moderate symptoms. For some it can cause more severe illness. Three railway staffers on
board the Delhi-Bhubaneshwar Rajdhani Express, who came in contact with a Covid-19 positive passenger, have
been asked to quarantine themselves, a senior official of East Coast Railway said on Tuesday. — AP 

Railways cancels
76 trains 

● The minister had
attended a meeting at
Sree Chitra Institute
for Medical Sciences
and Technology where
a doctor had tested
positive. 

● The organisers
have said that in the
last few days goons
have started trou-
bling the protesters. 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 17

With the next two weeks
being extremely critical,
Kerala has stepped up
alert besides taking meas-
ures for intensive screen-
ing, monitoring and sur-
veillance of those with
suspected symptoms. 

Those under quarantine
at home and in hospitals
have been directed to
strictly comply with the
instructions and not to
venture out. 

The authorities are
preparing the final list of
people who came in con-
tact with the Sree Chitra
doctor and Italian tourist
who tested positive.

Primary contacts of the
affected doctor have been
identified and with the
guidance of the state
health officials and placed
in home quarantine.
Hospital staff who are not
contacts as per criteria
are attending normal
duties.

High priority and emer-
gency surgeries and care
of patients attending the
OP are conducted at Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute
for Medical Sciences and
Technology hospital wing.
Elective procedures and
admissions are postponed
till staff strength is
restored. All of 76 hospital
personnel, who may have
potentially direct contact
with the infected radiolo-

gist were included in the
primary contact list and
are in home quarantine.

More hospitals are being
enlisted as testing centres.
All passengers arriving at
the airports  are being
screened.

State Level Bankers
Committee has responded
positively to Kerala gov-
ernment’s request to
announce a moratorium
on all bank loans. 

The bankers committee
will meet on Wednesday to
take a decision. 

Sources said the com-
mittee is likely to
announce one year mora-
torium on all bank loans
in view of the slowdown
caused by Covid-19 in
almost all sectors.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

About 250 Indians in Iran
were found to be Covid
positive during a pre-
embarkment test con-
ducted by Indian doctors
in Qom, the epicenter of
outbreak in the country. 

The number of Covid
cases in Iran are fast mul-
tiplying with over 850 live
cases and 129 fatalities so
far.

While officials of min-
istry of external affairs
on Tuesday acknowl-
edged that there were pos-
itive cases of Indians in
Iran, they did not give the
exact numbers.

“Not sure whether the
number 254 is correct but
there are substantial
number of people who
have tested positive. The
Indians who are in Iran
are safe, being very well
looked after by our mis-
sion,” MEA additional
secretary Dammu Ravi
said.

Moratorium on all bank
loans in Kerala likely

250 INDIANS 
IN IRAN TEST
POSITIVE

A stamp on coronavirus-
affected patient after
home quarantine which
recommends 14 days of
social distancing or ear-
lier if the suspect turns
out to be tested negative
in Mumbai. — PTI
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J
ust months after Ranjan Gogoi retired as Chief Justice of India, he’s
been nominated to the Rajya Sabha. Though the nomination is in
the President’s quota of 12 “non-political” appointees, nobody will
treat it as anything but a political nomination. Such an appoint-

ment can easily be misconstrued as a “quid pro quo” for the judgments
Justice Gogoi oversaw that favoured this government. Far from main-
taining a separate identity as the third pillar of democracy, separate from
the legislature and the executive, Mr Gogoi as CJI went into full embrace
of his strongman leader.

Evidence of this is in the RSS’ recent declaration that the Ayodhya rul-
ing, during Mr Gogoi’s last days in office, was “correct”. How correct it
was will be debated in the years to come; on the one hand, it found the
Babri Masjid demolition criminal but on the other it gave the go-ahead for
the Ram Mandir. One suspects that the RSS is not unhappy with Mr
Gogoi’s nomination.

What about the Congress nominating former CJI Ranganath Misra
(uncle to another CJI, Dipak Misra) to the Rajya Sabha in 1998? The elder
Misra retired in 1992; one could hardly accuse him of favouring the
Congress when his single-member commission indicted 19 Congress
members for the 1984 riots. Also, when the Congress sent him to the Upper
House, it was not in power.

Justice Gogoi has also had a destructive influence as a “strongman”
judge. In the name of overseeing the National Register of Citizens (NRC)
in Assam, he essentially took over its executive functioning and without
democratic checks and balances it has become the most divisive adminis-
trative measure in India — it is what makes the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act so sinister to Muslims. He relied heavily on sealed evidence, some-
thing that goes against transparent jurisprudence; and the nation
watched it in action when the Supreme Court, on the basis of sealed evi-
dence, found nothing amiss in the Rafale jet fighter deal — a lucrative deal
in which the Prime Minister had personally intervened.

Worse, however, was Justice Gogoi’s refusal to hear habeas corpus cases
from Kashmir after August 5, when the Centre hollowed out Article 370,
demoted J&K into a Union territory, and then turned what was already an
open prison into a collective solitary confinement by cutting off mobiles
and the Internet. Whereas the CJI was in a hurry to complete the Ayodhya
hearings before he retired, he said the court “had no time” for Kashmiris’
civil rights. With such disdain for individual rights, no wonder his was
called an “executive court”. What choice did Justice Gogoi have? There
was the example of Justice H.R. Khanna, the sole dissenter against a 1976
ruling supporting Indira Gandhi’s Emergency; he paid the price of dissent
by being superseded as CJI (he then chose to resign). Incidentally, Justice
Gogoi had, before he became CJI, unprecedentedly held a press conference
with three other judges, lambasting then CJI Dipak Misra’s opaque allo-
cation of cases. Ironically, two years later Justice Misra will continue to
sit at home — but not in any House.

18 MARCH 2020

The BCCI’s exclusion of former Test and ODI cricketer Sanjay
Manjrekar from the commentary panel is a violation of his rights if
the action is based on his personal opinion on the citizenship Act. As

an individual, he has every right to hold an opinion on public issues. His
opinion has nothing to do with his role and performance as a commenta-
tor on the “world feed” team that is cherrypicked by the cricket board.
The trouble with being on the lucrative annual contract BCCI team is the
appointment is subject to the whims and fancies of the administrators
whereas the host broadcasters’ teams are treated sensibly.

Sanjay, son of the classicist batsman Vijay Manjrekar, is no stranger to
controversy. But on every occasion that he was found straying into exces-
sively opinionated territory, he has profusely apologised. For instance,
his run-ins with the “bits-and-pieces” all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
became so notorious as to lead to the player accusing him of spewing “ver-
bal diarrhoea”. Sanjay had also put down the popular professional com-
mentator Harsha Bhogle as not being competent to comment because he
has not played the game at a representative level.

A classic Lester Piggott comment on sporting competence was “to be a
jockey you did not need to have been a horse”. As the paymaster, the BCCI
may expect their comments men to be cheerleaders rather than critical
analysts. In times of televised sport in which viewers see everything that
happens on the field or in the arena, comment has to be more pointed and
certain tolerance of opinions is called for. The cricket body is, however,
known to be a bloated and arrogant employer for whom money is manna
from heaven and the egos of the administrators, accustomed to basking in
the reflected glory of cricket stars, could fill the Motera Stadium, the
world’s largest, many times over.

Bring back Manjrekar

Gogoi’s RS nomination
sends the wrong signal

M
oments of crisis tend to
simultaneously bring out
the best, the worst, and
the most insane and inane

aspects of humanity to the fore, and
the coronavirus pandemic has been
no different.

For one thing, it tells us we are
more similar than we are different.
In the early days of the pandemic,
when the Chinese city of Wuhan was
in lockdown, we saw videos that
were at the same time eerily apoca-
lyptic and also reassuring, of quaran-
tined residents standing on their bal-
conies and singing songs that echoed
through the streets of their ghost
town. A lone voice would be aug-
mented by many others as a single
stanza was amplified by thousands of
human voices: a strident call in the
dark, an affirmation of shared hopes
and fears.

Today, we see the same in the
deserted streets of Italy, where
locked-in residents gather on their
terraces with musical instruments
and song, cheering each other even
as they prepare for the worst.

Then there are everyday heroes

like Asiyah and her husband Jawad,
who run a corner store in the
Scottish village of Falkirk. Standing
outside a department store, Asiyah
noticed an old woman in tears
because she was unable to get the
supplies she needed as the younger
and fitter customers were grabbing
all the goods. Not content with sim-
ply offering sympathy, Asiyah and
Jawad put together Covid-19 ‘kits’,
comprising hand sanitisers, wipes,
masks and other products and deliv-
ered them, free of cost, to elderly res-
idents in their neighbourhood.

Then there are Thasleem and
Nadeem, owners of a surgical good
store in Kerala who are selling
masks at a loss, just so that everyone
can get what they need. And while
some provide supplies, others fight
for the greater good in different
ways: given that access to informa-
tion is key, a group of doctors suc-
cessfully fought to have over 32,000
research articles on COVID-19 — pre-
viously behind paywalls — made
free to access.

Then there are the doctors,
researchers and medical staff work-

ing around the clock, and at great
personal risk, to provide care for
those stricken with the virus.
Unsung heroes and heroines to
whom the world owes a debt of
thanks.

But there are also those who prey
on humanity’s fears, and seek to prof-
it from pain like the self-proclaimed
‘hustlers’, a couple in Vancouver
who bought stocks of disinfectant
wipes — emptying entire stores — to
resell them on Amazon at exorbitant
rates, making a profit of over $70,000
in the process. This has led to outlets
like Amazon restricting the sale of
many products, and eBay has
banned such sales entirely. Facebook
too has banned ads that guarantee to
prevent or cure the virus.

That’s because snake oil salesmen
(and women) have taken the oppor-
tunity to hawk ‘cures’ for the virus
that have no basis in reality. People
like TV preacher Jim Bakker, who is
selling a ‘silver solution’ that he
claims is effective in killing the
virus. Same goes for conspiracy theo-
rist and overall nutjob Alex Jones
selling his cure-all toothpaste. Both

Bakker and Jones have been served
legal notices and made to cease and
desist from their dangerous, deluded
claims.

Add to these examples similar sto-
ries from around the globe and we
see how, in a boiling pot, the scum
tends to rise to the top. Speaking of
which, there is the extremist Hindu
Mahasabha organisation in India
which in its infinite wisdom organ-
ised a gaumutra and dung party in
which enthusiastic participants
downed shots of cow urine to ward
off the virus and encouraged people
to bathe in cow dung for protection.
Well, if nothing else, it will at least
help social distancing as very few
sane people will want to be around a
dude who just bathed in poop.

A particular place of dishonour
goes to those reprobates busy creat-
ing and spreading fake news in this
crisis, whether out of malice or igno-
rance. We see WhatsApp forwards
and social media posts containing
outright dangerous information,
calling on people to consume kilos of
garlic or even drink bleach to ‘cure’
the virus. Particularly insidious is a

series of graphics attributed to
Unicef that mixes truth with lies.
Despite numerous attempts to
debunk it by leading media organisa-
tions and Unicef itself, this is being
actively disseminated by people who
really should know better.

The damage caused by such false-
hoods can claim lives and livelihoods
alike, as in the case of a Chinese
woman who was hospitalised after
consuming nearly two kilos of garlic,
or the Indian poultry farmers who
are suffering as a result of fake news
alleging that a non-vegetarian diet
causes coronavirus and that consum-
ing chicken causes infection. Faced
with plummeting demand due to
these lies, they are incurring losses
running into millions of rupees and
have had to cull entire flocks, with
one poultry farmer even dumping
6,000 baby chicks in an empty lot and
burying them alive.

Truly, these are the times that test
our souls, and show what we are
made of — for better or, usually, for
worse.

By arrangement with Dawn

Pandemic has
brought out the

best and worst
of humanity

Political trade grows:
RS is the new market

T
he commodifi-
cation of poli-
tics is pro-
gressing from
an emerging

market in defections and
lawmakers on sale to a
maturing market, where
lawmakers, hopeful can-
didates and ambitious
leaders have formulated
the mechanism for doing
a trade. As merchandise,
lawmakers or local gov-
ernment representatives
have neither principles
or ideologies; and as for
the ethics of representa-
tion and democracy,
nobody really cares,
including voters, as was
confirmed in the
Karnataka byelections.

The reduction of poli-
tics to a transaction
between aspirants and
political parties, a trade
that has increased in
value because the BJP
has upped the stakes, is
the ultimate desecration
of the idea of representa-
tive democracy and free
and fair elections. In one
corner of India, West
Bengal, the Trinamul
Congress did much the
same thing. In other
states too, the BJP has
acquired legislators,
councillors and pan-
chayat leaders in large
numbers, turning poli-
tics into a trade and
politicians into enter-
prises or commodities.

The 2020 trading sea-
son has started with a
vengeance for the ruling
BJP: Madhya Pradesh,
the Rajya Sabha and
municipalities and
municipal corporations
in states where it mat-
ters for the party. The
trade is low risk,
because the BJP is confi-
dent that it has reached a
position of dominance.
Even so, there is a
conundrum; a creeping
increase in the number
of states, headed by
regional parties, where
resolutions have been
passed in the state
Assemblies against the
Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, the National
Population Register and
the National Register of

Citizens. Telangana has
just declared itself anti-
CAA, NPR and NRC.

The trade in lawmak-
ers and councillors and
panchayat members
does not increase their
efficiency to deliver
more to their con-
stituents; it probably
reduces the quantum
delivered, because time
and energy is being
wasted on the transac-
tions that profits the
individual but not the
community. Can one
Jyotiraditya Scindia
joining the BJP raise the
income of the poorest
individual in Guna? Can
one Dinesh Bajaj change
the prospects of an indi-
vidual whose citizenship
may be challenged by the
BJP as the party in
power pushing through
the CAA-NPR-NRC?

The absence of princi-
ples in the deal that the
BJP and Trinamul
Congress have struck is
obvious. The Trinamul
Congress is prepared to
bargain with the BJP
and its politics of majori-
tarian communalism,
setting aside its self-
appointed role as the
principal crusader
against the CAA-NRC-
NPR. This is as unprinci-
pled as politics can get.

The acquisition of
assets – legislators and
councillors, by visually
dramatic means and
undisclosed persuasions
-- has become a regular
spectacle in Indian poli-
tics, with set routines of
chartered transport,
buses, cars and planes,
luxury resorts and min-
isterial berths. In the
trade, concepts like
ethics, ideology, princi-
ples are junk stocks, that
can be packaged and
repackaged as required,
exactly like in the real
market.

As people who win
elections, these persons
have a value indepen-
dent of the party to
which they are tem-
porarily attached, it
would appear. And that
is what makes them
assets for the BJP and all

other parties involved in
the trade, including the
Trinamul Congress in
West Bengal, the
Congress in Madhya
Pradesh, earlier in
Karnataka, the Janata
Dal (Secular), the
Communist Party of
India (Marxist) and its
Left Front partners.

Endowed with a natur-
al flair or an acquired
skill, like the animal
spirits that energise the
markets, politicians
have made enterprises of
themselves and their
constituents. Over 25 per
cent of the BJP is made
up of such entrepre-
neurs; the Trinamul
Congress leadership is
so crammed with former
members of the
Congress that it makes
little sense to start work-
ing out the maths.

The BJP, however, is
insatiable. It has turned
the Rajya Sabha into a
marketplace, because at
this point it does not
have the majority it
seems to believe is cru-
cial to its prestige as the
dominant party in
Indian politics. Speeding
up control of the Rajya
Sabha is one of its aspi-
rations, because that
would make it exactly
like the Congress was in
the 20th century; the
other one is a target set
by the founders of the
RSS -- a Hindu rashtra!

So focused is the BJP
on making the majority
in the Rajya Sabha that
it has roped in the just-
retired Chief Justice of
India, Ranjan Gogoi, as a
nominee for a seat. The
nomination sent to the
President of India for
approval means that
Justice Gogoi will sit in
the Rajya Sabha for the
next six years. It raises a
question: is the the Rajya
Sabha nomination a
barter deal or a quid pro
quo, as Asadudin Owaisi
has said? Either way, Mr
Gogoi is a cheap deal; the

BJP gained more than it
has given; a nominated
seat in the Rajya Sabha.

The big trades in defec-
tors in 2020 are the one
in Madhya Pradesh and
the one seat in West
Bengal, where an
Independent is being
supported by the BJP
and the Trinamul
Congress. Whereas Jyo-
tiraditya Scindia got a
Rajya Sabha seat in the
trade, the legislators
who propped up his
value are now in limbo.
Till they are formally
cleared for defection by
the Madhya Pradesh
Speaker and can join the
BJP and win back their
MLA status, they are
assets, but of uncertain
value; that depends on
getting a nomination
and wining an election.

The Rajya Sabha elec-
tions in 2020 is just one
example. There have
been others and there
will be others.

The consequence is pol-
icy bankruptcy. The
Indian economy has
touched its lowest point
in decades.
Unemployment, foreign
exchange reserves,
industrial growth, farm
growth have tanked. The
crisis has shattered the
hopes of millions and
ruined institutions and
the infrastructure of the
economy, like the bank-
ing system. The Yes
Bank crisis in the most
recent, but there have
been spectacular fail-
ures in 2019 and earlier.

The degree of policy
bankruptcy is measur-
able by the response of
the government to the
Covid-19 pandemic; it is
also a measure of the
irresponsible gover-
nance by the BJP and its
failure to galvanise the
states to act to contain
the crisis, that is now
teetering on the brink of
spreading exponentially
and destroying lives and
livelihoods. The political
class in India has
become so obsessed with
its transactions that it
has lost sight of the fact
that a pandemic will
mean shutting down the
jobs that daily wage
earners, contract work-
ers and the millions of
people working as part of
the unorganised labour
force do.

Shikha Mukerjee is a
senior journalist in

Kolkata

The 2020 trading
season has started

with a vengeance
for the ruling BJP:
Madhya Pradesh,
the Rajya Sabha

and municipalities
and municipal cor-
porations in states

where it matters
for the party

Subhani

Shikha Mukerjee

Zarrar
Khuhro
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LETTERS
CURRENCY NOTES
Although different govern-
ment bodies and the med-
ical personnel are cam-
paigning to bring aware-
ness about the impact of
Covid-19, it is mandatory
for everyone to be alert
and keep themselves
hygienically clean. I am a
little concerned about the
currency notes, especially
the soiled ones, which
come in contact with
every one and could be
one of the factors of pass-
ing on the virus. The ATM
machines are disbursing
extremely soiled currency
notes which no one would
like to  handle. I feel as if I
am carrying an infection in
my wallet. I urge the
authorities to immediately
replace them with the new
currency bills.

S.M.Habeeb
Hyderabad 

SPRAYING MUSI
Since the authorities have stopped
spraying of medicine on the Musi
and nearby areas Kacheeguda,
Nimboliadda and Golnaka areas,
the residents, particularly the aged
and  children, are suffering a lot
with infections like malaria.  I
request GHMC commissioner
Lokesh Kumar to take action on
the negligent staff, and make
arrangements for early  spray in
affected areas for early relief. 

K.N.Vivan Raj Vikram Raj
Hyderabad

CALCUTTA, March 17
WEST BENGAL was in turmoil
today as violence in the wake of
a Marxist-sponsored state-wide
hartal left at least 20 people dead
and nearly 100 injured. 

The deaths occurred as pro-
Marxists clashed with those
opposed to the hartal, mostly in
the predominantly industrial
areas which were the worst
affected by the hartal called in
protest against the ‘betrayal’ of
the Bangla Congress whose
President, Mr. Ajoy Kumar
Mukherji resigned as Chief
Minister, yesterday. 

The 24 Parganas District
accounted for 11 of the dead,
Hooghly and Burdwan three
each. Cooch Behar two and
Calcutta city one. 

50 YEARS AGO IN

20 die, 100 hurt
in West Bengal

rioting
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Baghdad, March 17: The
US-led coalition will rede-
ploy hundreds of troops
from bases in Iraq includ-
ing to outside the country,
coalition and US officials
said Tuesday, with one
calling it a “historic”
move. 
The announcement came
hours after another rocket
attack targeted an Iraqi
base where foreign troops
are located, the 24th such
attack in less than six
months.

“The coalition is re-posi-
tioning troops from a few
smaller bases,” said coali-
tion spokesman Myles
Caggins. The first rede-
ployment was taking
place Tuesday from Qaim,
the western base along the
border with Syria, a coali-
tion official said.

“A transfer ceremony is
taking place today to hand
over the facilities to Iraqi
forces, and the intent is
that all coalition troops
will be leaving Qaim,” the
official said.

“It’s historic,” the offi-
cial added, saying about
300 US-led coalition troops
would be moved out of the
base. Some had already
been redeployed to coali-
tion positions in neighbo-
uring war-ravaged Syria
along with artillery, while
others would be sent to
other bases in Iraq or to
Kuwait.

The official denied that
the redeployment was a
response to a spike over
the last week in rocket
attacks targeting foreign
troops stationed across
Iraq. Early Tuesday, two
Katyusha rockets hit an
Iraqi base south of the
capital hosting Spanish
units of the US-led coali-

tion as well as NATO
troops.

On March 11, a volley of
rockets killed two US mili-
tary personnel and a
British soldier at the Taji
airbase, which was hit
again three days later.

The US responded with
air strikes on five posi-
tions controlled by Kataeb
Hezbollah, a Iran-backed
group and member of the
Hashed al-Shaabi military
network.

The Hashed has been
formally integrated into
the Iraqi state’s security
forces but more hardline
groups continue to oper-
ate independently.

Some 5,200 US forces are
positioned across Iraq and
form the bulk of the coali-
tion set up in 2014 to help
local forces battle the
Islamic State jihadist
group. They are deployed
at about a dozen bases in
Iraq alongside local
forces.

A US official said that
coalition troops would
leave three bases. In addi-
tion to Qaim, troops at the
Qayyarah and Kirkuk
bases in northern Iraq
were set to be withdrawn
by the end of April.

“There was no trigger
but the violence helped
keep the (withdrawal)
pace fast,” the official
added, saying overall
troop numbers in Iraq
would remain the same.

In January, Iraq’s parlia-
ment voted to oust all for-
eign forces from the coun-
try after a US drone strike
in Baghdad killed top Ira-
nian general Qasem Sole-
imani and the Hashed’s
deputy chief, Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis. 

— AFP

Biden wins Washington
state primary elections
A narrow victory for Biden, who is up against Bernie in polls 
Washington, March 17:
Joe Biden has won the
Democratic primary in
Washington state, US
media have projected, in
another boost for the fron-
trunner who is hoping to
build an insurmountable
lead over rival Bernie
Sanders.

After most of the votes
were counted on Monday
night, NBC and the New
York Times called the
result —  a narrow victory
for Biden, who is up aga-
inst Sanders for the cha-
nce to challenge President
Trump in November. 

They said that former
vice president Biden had
won 37.9 percent of the
vote, with the leftist
Sanders close behind with
36.4 percent. The result
came as millions of
Americans were due to
troop to polling stations in
three more states on
Tuesday, with anxiety run-
ning high over the fast-
spreading coronavirus
that has killed more than
80 people in the US so far.

As Arizona, Florida, and
Illinois prepare for the pri-
maries, there was confu-
sion over whether polling
stations will be safe dur-
ing the pandemic. Voting
has been postponed in
Ohio, where officials ord-
ered polling stations clo-
sed, making it the latest
and largest state to upend
the voting schedule due to
the outbreak. Tuesday m-
ay be a make-or-break mo-
ment for Sanders, who
will face mounting press-
ure to quit if he does not
score a major upset.

— AFP 

Miami, March 17: Polls
opened in two of the
three US states — Florida,
Illinois and Arizona —
holding Democratic pri-
maries Tuesday in the
face of a rapidly spread-
ing coronavirus pandemic
that has cast a pall over
the presidential nomina-
tion race between Joe
Biden and  Sanders.

A fourth primary state,
Ohio, postponed its elec-
tions until June on orders
of Republican Governor
Mike DeWine despite a
judge’s ruling to the con-
trary, keeping voters at
home amid the escalating
public health emergency.

At a time when the gov-
ernment of President
Donald Trump is urging
people to avoid gatherings
of more than 10 people,
election authorities bra-
ced for disruptions in the
process.

In Florida, the largest
and most populous state
voting on Tuesday, some
two million people had
already voted early or by
mail, and turnout was
expected to be extraordi-
narily low.

Adding to the obstacles,
state authorities had to
move dozens of precincts
from senior centers to
protect against the virus.

In Illinois, Chicago elec-
tion commissioners were
scrambling to find elec-
tion judges after about 850
informed the county
clerk’s office they would-
n’t show up, the Chicago
Tribune reported.

Arizona polls opened a
few hours after those in
Florida and Illinois.

Democrats are in the
midst of choosing a nomi-
nee who will challenge
the Republican incum-
bent in November's elec-
tion, but doubts and con-
cerns have undercut the
process.

Despite DeWine’s move
to shutter polling stations
in Ohio, he appeared to be
a lone official voice call-
ing for delay, and failed to
win support from Trump,
who said it was “up to the
states” to make the call.

Ultimately, the president
said, “I think postponing
is unnecessary.”

But the vote could be
undermined in part by a
potential scare factor for
the elderly, who are at
highest risk of contract-
ing COVID-19.

Officials in Florida,
with the most delegates in
play Tuesday, said the
state is pulling out all the
stops to keep the process
safe.

In Arizona, Governor
Doug Ducey said state and
Democratic Party offi-
cials agreed that the pri-
mary should go on.

“We have no guarantee
that there will be a time in
the future when it will be
safer than tomorrow,”
Ducey said Monday.

“Democracy must go
on.” Biden, 77, tops
polling by significant ma-
rgins in Arizona, Illinois
and especially Florida,
where the former vice
president could strike a
hammer blow against his
rival by building an insur-
mountable lead in the del-
egate count. 

— AFP

IRAQ PREZ NAMES
ADNAN ZURFI AS
PREMIER
Baghdad, March 17:
Iraqi president Barham
Saleh named Adnan
Zurfi, the former gover-
nor of the Shiite holy city
of Najaf, as the new
prime minister Tuesday,
the second attempt to
find a head of govern-
ment in recent months.

Zurfi, a 54-year-old law-
maker, has 30 days to
form his cabinet which
he must then put to a vote
of confidence in Iraq’s
notoriously divided par-
liament. 

He would replace outgo-
ing premier Adel Abdel
Mahdi, who resigned in
December following pop-
ular mass rallies against
a government that pro-
testers see as corrupt,
inept and beholden to
powerful neighbour Iran. 

An earlier nominee
failed to form a cabinet
by March 2, triggering a
new 15-day deadline for
Saleh. Zurfi is a current
member of the Nasr
coalition led by ex-PM
Haider al-Abadi and a
former member of the
Dawa party, a longtime
opposition party to ex-
dictator Saddam
Hussein. 

Since the 2003 US-led
invasion that toppled
Saddam, cabinets have
been formed through a
sectarian power-sharing
system, leading to wide-
spread horsetrading
among various sects and
parties. — AFP

US-led coalition troops start
leaving Iraqi bases: Officials

A soldier sits atop a vehicle in Iraq’s southern city of Basra on Tuesday. — AFP

Voting in 2 states
amid virus scare

PERSECUTION:
PUTIN ALLY TO SUE
U.S. FOR $50BLN
Moscow, March 17: An
ally of Russian President
Vladimir Putin who says
he was “wrongfully perse-
cuted” by the US, which
claimed he meddled in
2016 elections, vowed
Tuesday to sue
Washington for $50 billion
in damages.

Yevgeny Prigozhin, the
rich Russian business-
man dubbed “Putin’s
chef,” made the announce-
ment after the US Justice
Department on Monday
abruptly dropped charges
against his company
Concord.

Prosecutors had accused
Concord of being behind a
campaign to help Donald
Trump win the presiden-
cy. This development
meant that allegations
like “Prigozhin meddled
in a US presidential elec-
tion” or “Russia meddled
in a US presidential elec-
tion” were “lies and fic-
tion”, the secretive busi-
nessman said. 

Concord was preparing
a lawsuit for “wrongful
persecution,” Prigozhin
said in a statement,
adding he would seek $50
billion in damages.

The US authorities had
dropped the case because
they were scared of bad
“publicity and a fair
trial,” he added.

The US Justice
Department announced
late on Monday it was
withdrawing the eight-
count indictment of Conc-
ord Management and
Consulting, just weeks
before the trial was due to
begin. — AFP

● ● FORMER VVICE presi-
dent Biden had won 37.9
percent of the vote, with
the leftist Sanders close
behind with 36.4 percent

Bangkok, March 17: Two
bombs exploded in front of a
government office in
Thailand’s insurgency-hit
southern Yala province on
Tuesday, wounding 18 peo-
ple, a security official said.

The explosions took place
in front of the Southern
Border Provinces Admin-
istrative Centre (SBPAC), a
Thai government body that
oversees the administration

of three mostly Malay-
Muslim majority provinces
of Narathiwat, Pattani and
Yala where an insurgency
since 2004 has killed around
7,000 people.

SBPAC was hosting a gov-
ernment meeting on the
region’s response to the out-
break of the coronavirus
prior to the explosions.

“The first bomb was a
grenade thrown to the area

outside the SBPAC office
fence to draw people out,”
Colonel Pramote Prom-in, a
military regional security
spokesman said.

“Then a car bomb about
10m from the first explosion
went off. This was hidden in
a pick-up truck where the
perpetrators parked near
the fence.

Eighteen are wounded and
no one died,” he said. The

car bomb exploded ten min-
utes after the first explosion
and among the wounded
were five reporters, five
police officers, two soldiers
and other bystanders,
Pramote said.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility. Such
claims are rare following
attacks in the region.

The population of the
provinces, which belonged

to an independent Malay
Muslim sultanate before
Thailand annexed them in
1909, is 80 per cent Muslim,
while the rest of the country
is overwhelmingly
Buddhist. 

Conflict has flared on and
off for decades as insurgent
groups fought a guerrilla
war to demand independ-
ence for the area.

— Agencies

2 bombs explode outside Thai govt office, 18 wounded

Washington, March 17: A li-
mited nuclear war between
India and Pakistan may lead to
the worst global food losses in
modern history, according to a
first-of-its-kind study. The
study, published in the journal
PNAS, found that sudden glob-
al cooling from a war using
less than 1 per cent of nuclear
weapons worldwide, along
with less precipitation and
sunlight, could disrupt food
production and trade world-
wide for about a decade.

This would be more than the
impact from man-made cli-
mate change by late 21st centu-
ry, according to the
researchers from Rutgers
University-New Brunswick in
the US.  While the impacts of
global warming on agricultur-
al productivity have been stud-
ied extensively, the implica-
tions of sudden cooling for
global crop growth are little
understood, they said. 

“Our results add to the rea-
sons that nuclear weapons
must be eliminated because if
they exist, they can be used
with tragic consequences for
the world,” said study study
co-author Alan Robock, a pro-
fessor at Rutgers University.
“As horrible as the direct
effects of nuclear weapons
would be, more people could
die outside the target areas
due to famine,” he said.

Robock co-authored a recent
study published in the journal
Science Advances estimating
that over 100 million people
could die immediately if India
and Pakistan wage a nuclear
war, followed by global mass
starvation. 

For the latest study, scien-
tists used a scenario of 5 mil-
lion tonnes of black smoke
from massive fires injected
into the upper atmosphere
that could result from using
only 100 nuclear weapons.
That would cool the Earth by
1.8 degrees Celsius, and lead to
8 per cent lower precipitation
and less sunlight for at least
five years.

INDO-PAK WAR
MAY CAUSE

FOOD LOSSES 

SHORT TAKES
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Italy reports 349
new casualties

Rome: Italy on Monday
reported 349 new deaths

from the novel Covid-19, tak-
ing its total since last month

to 2,158, the most after
China. The number of official

Covid-19 fatalities has more
than doubled since Thursday,

when Italy’s toll topped
1,000 for the first time. Italy

now has 27,980 infections,
compared to 15,113 four days

ago. It has reported more
than 700 deaths in two days.
The Italian financial capital's

Lombardy region recorded
1,420 deaths, of 66 percent
of Italy's total — about the

same share it has had
throughout the crisis.

Zimbabwe VP
flown to China

Harare: Zimbabwe’s vice
president Constantino

Chiwenga was flown at the
weekend to China for med-

ical check-ups, an official
said on Tuesday. Presidential

spokesman George
Charamba said Chiwenga, a

former army general who
had led President Emmerson

Mnangagwa’s rise to power
following a brief military

takeover three years ago,
“flew back to China for his 

medical check-up”.

Egypt shuts Red
Sea resort

Cairo: Egypt on Tuesday
locked down the Red Sea

resort of Hurghada where a
German tourist died of new
Covid-19 earlier this month.

Hurghada is a magnet for to-
urists, including divers, who

come year-round for its clear
waters, coral reefs and uniq-
ue marine life. The Red Sea

governor, who is based in
Hurghada, said a two-week

lockdown has been imposed
from Tuesday as part of a
“national plan”. The move

was aimed “to ensure the sa-
fety and well being of citize-

ns from being infected as
well as the safety of touris-

ts... until they (can) leave the
country”, a statement said. 

Poland govt. in
quarantine 

Warsaw: Poland’s govern-
ment was under quarantine
on Tuesday after one minis-

ter tested positive for the
novel Covid-19 as authorities
introduced sweeping meas-

ures to combat the spread of
the disease. All members of

the government who attend-
ed the March 10 meeting had

been tested and the results
should be known Tuesday,
said  Chief of the Chancel-

lery Michal Dworczyk. “Until
that time, all these people
remain in quarantine,” he

told reporters.

Two cases at
World Health HQ

Geneva: Two cases of Covid-
19 have been registered at

the World Health Organisati-
on headquarters. “We do
have two staff confirmed

with symptoms of Covid-19,”
spokesman Christian Lindme-
ier said at a virtual press con-

ference. “They both have
gone home. They have self-

isolated. They showed symp-
toms. Colleagues in the offi-

ce have been checked and
we’re waiting for further inf-

ormation on those,” she said. 

Facilities allow medical staff to examine patients from behind the safety of a plastic panelCOVID | CHECK-UP

Seoul, March 17: A South
Korean hospital has intro-
duced phone booth-style
Covid-19 testing facilities
that allow medical staff to
examine patients from be-
hind the safety of a plastic
panel, the latest innovati-
on in the country’s drive to
track down infections. 

The row of four booths —
which use negative air pre-
ssure to prevent harmful
particles from escaping
outside — stand under a
tented shelter outside the
H Plus Yangji Hospital in
Seoul. The hospital dubs
them the “Safe Assessme-
nt and Fast Evaluation
Technical booths of Yangji

hospital” — or SAFETY
for short. Each patient
steps into the box for a ra-
pid consultation by inter-
com with a medical profes-
sional who, if necessary,
takes their samples by sw-
abbing their nose and thr-

oat using arm-length rubb-
er gloves built into the pa-
nel. The whole process ta-
kes about seven minutes
and the booth is then disi-
nfected and ventilated. 

The smaller SAFETY bo-
xes are “significantly easi-
er” to disinfect than the
usual negative-pressure
rooms and so are a “much
safer space to be tested in”,
hospital president Kim
Sang-il said. “Also each bo-
oth only accepts one patie-
nt at a time, unlike negati-
ve pressure rooms where
patients often need to sha-
re space as they get test-
ed,” he said, adding the ho-
spital’s negative pressure

units are now reserved for
treatment purposes. 

The South was once the
hardest-hit country outsi-
de China, where the virus
first emerged, but appears
to have brought its outbre-
ak under control thanks to
a huge testing and contact-
tracing effort. By Monday
almost 300,000 people had
been tested — processes
free to anyone told to have
a test by a doctor, or who
tests positive. It introduc-
ed drive-through testing,
with medical staff in prot-
ective suits swabbing nos-
es through car windows, a
practice now adopted inte-
rnationally. — AFP

Rio De Janeiro, March 17:
Hundreds of prisoners broke
out of four Brazilian jails on
Monday, the day before their
day-release privileges were
due to be suspended over the
Covid-19 outbreak, Sao Paulo
state prison authorities and
local media reported. 

The Sao Paulo state prison
authority said it could not say
how many inmates had escap-
ed as it was “still tallying the
exact number of fugitives”.
Local media reported that as
many as 1,000 had fled from
four jails — Mongagua, Trem-
embe, Porto Feliz and Mirand-
opolis — ahead of the lock-
down. A video on social media
showed a long stream of priso-
ners purportedly fleeing a
prison. The Sao Paulo state
prison authority said “acts of
insubordination” had taken
place at the jails ahead of the
suspension of the day-release
programme. The suspension
was necessary, it added, becau-
se 34,000 convicts would be
returning to jail and “would
have a high potential to install
and propagate the Covid-19 in
a vulnerable population, gene-
rating health risks for servers
and custodians”. 

PRISONERS
FLEE FROM 4
BRAZIL JAILS

S Korea dials up testing with hospital ‘phone booths’
● ● EACH PPATIENT steps
into the box for a rapid
consultation by intercom
with a medical profes-
sional who, if necessary,
takes their samples by
swabbing their nose and
throat using arm-length
rubber gloves built into
the panel

World hunkers down over Covid
Berlin, March 17: Tens of
millions of people hunke-
red down in government-
ordered isolation on Tues-
day as borders slammed
shut, schools and busines-
ses closed and increasing-
ly drastic restrictions on
movement took effect. Oth-
ers were scrambling to get
home, caught up in wides-
pread travel restrictions
that aimed to slow the sp-
read of the new Covid-19.

From Southeast Asia to
Europe to the Americas,
people found their lives
upended by lockdowns and
social distancing. Commu-
ters in the Philippines wa-
ited in huge traffic jams at
checkpoints set up to take
their temperatures before
entering Manila. 

Spain, now the fourth-
most infected country, saw
infections rise on Tuesday
by more than 2,000 in one
day to 11,178 and virus-rel-
ated deaths jump by almo-
st 200 to 491. 

Only China, Italy and
Iran had more infections.
With the number of cases
worldwide topping 183,000,
a surge of patients in Mad-
rid’s hospitals has fuelled
worries across Europe of
what lies ahead. 

Pleas went out to send
masks and ventilators to
places like Italy and Spain
that are struggling with
soaring caseloads. “There
is no easy or quick way out
of this extremely difficult
situation,” Mark Rutte, the
Dutch prime minister, said
in the first televised spee-
ch by a Dutch leader since
1973. Airlines across the
world have slashed flights
due to a plunge in demand
but also because many co-
untries have been barring
foreign arrivals. 

Turkey planned to evacu-
ate 3,614 citizens stranded
in nine European countri-
es after flights were suspe-
nded, Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu said. 

Germany launched a 50
million-euro effort to bri-
ng home thousands of tou-
rists stranded in popular
winter vacation spots acr-
oss the globe, including up
to 5,000 in Morocco alone. 

In Lithuania, trucks
seeking to enter Poland
backed up in a line 60 kilo-
meters long after Poland
closed its border to for-
eigners due to the new
covid-19. 

Thailand calling off its
water festival in April.
Malaysia banned foreign
travel and is allowing only
essential services to stay
open. The first confirmed
cases of Covid-19 were
reported in Somalia. — AP

A man stands by bikes on the Cathedral square in Strasbourg, eastern France, on Tuesday as the order of staying at
home to all French citizens comes into effect, in order to avoid the spreading of the novel Covid-19. — AFP

Tehran, March 17: Iran
said 135 new Covid-19 dea-
ths took the country’s ove-
rall toll to nearly 1,000 Tu-
esday, as it curtailed celeb-
rations for a fire festival in
a bid to contain the dis-
ease. The Covid-19 outbre-
ak in the Islamic Republic
is one of the deadliest out-
side China, where the ill-
ness originated.

The latest deaths, annou-
nced by health ministry
spokesman Kianoush Jah-
anpour in a televised news
conference, take the total
death toll in Iran to 988.
Since it announced its
first two deaths in the holy
Shiite city of Qom last mo-
nth, Iran has taken a seri-
es of steps to contain the
virus. However, it has yet
to impose any lockdowns
and the outbreak has
spread to all 31 of the
country’s provinces.

In its latest attempt to
contain the virus, police
banned celebrations mark-
ing the traditional fire fes-
tival that comes before
Nowrouz — the Persian
New Year.

Chaharshanbe Soori
falls on the last Wednesday
of the Iranian calendar
before the country’s New
Year’s Eve, which is on
March 20 this year.

Celebrations start on
Tuesday evening with Ira-
nians traditionally jump-
ing over fires and lighting
fireworks, with many suf-
fering burns resulting in
hospitalisation. “Those
who go out can be infected
with the Covid-19 and
make things harder for
themselves and their fami-
lies,” state news agency

IRNA quoted Tehran
police official Keyvan
Zahiri as saying.

Authorities in other
provinces such as Isfahan,
Golestan and Khuzestan
had also cautioned people
against observing the fes-
tival, IRNA reported.

The latest health min-
istry figures showed the
Covid-19 disease was
spreading fastest in
Tehran province. — AFP

Millions can perish,
warns Iran state TV
Tehran, March 17: Iran's
state television has issued
its most drastic warning
so far about the new
Covid-19, saying the out-
break could kill “millions”
in the Islamic Republic if
the public keeps travelling
and ignoring health guid-
ance. The warning came
in a bulletin broadcast on
Tuesday afternoon. 

Roughly nine out of 10 of
the over 18,000 cases of the
new virus confirmed acr-
oss the Middle East come
from Iran, where authorit-
ies denied for days the risk
the outbreak posed. Offici-
als have now implemented
new checks for people try-
ing to leave major cities
ahead of Nowruz, the Per-
sian New Year, on Friday,
but have hesitated to quar-
antine the areas. 

That’s even as the death
toll in Iran saw another
13% increase Tuesday. He-
alth Ministry spokesman
Kianoush Jahanpour said
the virus had killed 135
more people to raise the
total to 988 amid over
16,000 cases. Hard-line Shi-
ite faithful in Iran pushed
their way into the courtya-
rds of two major shrines
just closed over fears of
the new Covid-19, Iranian
state media reported Tues-
day, as the Islamic Repub-
lic pressed on with its str-
uggle to control the Midea-
st’s worst outbreak. 

Jordan meanwhile pre-
pared for a shutdown of its
own over the virus, ban-
ning gatherings drawing

more than 10 people. Late
on Monday night, angry
crowds stormed into the
courtyards of Mashhad’s
Imam Reza shrine and
Qom’s Fatima Masumeh
shrine. Crowds typically
pray there 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, touch-
ing and kissing the shrine.
That’s worried health offi-
cials, who for weeks
ordered Iran’s Shiite cler-
gy to close them. 

Earlier on Monday, the
state TV had announced
the shrines’ closure, spar-
king the demonstrations.
“We are here to say that
Tehran is damn wrong to
do that!” one Shiite cleric
shouted at the shrine in
Mashhad, according to on-
line video. Others joined
him in chanting: “The hea-
lth minister is damn wro-
ng to do that, the president
is damn wrong to do that!” 

Police later dispersed the
crowds, state media repor-
ted. Religious authorities
and a prominent Qom se-
minary called the demon-
stration an “insult” to the
shrine in a statement, urg-
ing the faithful to rely on
“wisdom and patience”
amid the closure. Iran’s sh-
rines draw Shiites from all
over the Mideast for pilgri-
mages, likely contributing
to the spread of the virus
across the region. 

President Hassan
Rouhani on Tuesday said
despite the closures, “our
soul is closer to the saints
more than at any time”.

— AP

Beijing, March 17: A
spat between the US and
China over Covid-19 esca-
lated on Tuesday as Presi-
dent Donald Trump ang-
ered Beijing by referring
to the pathogen as the “Ch-
inese Virus”. The two co-
untries have sparred over
the origin of the virus for
days, with a Chinese offi-
cial promoting conspiracy
theories claiming it was
brought to China by the
US army and American
officials using terms seen
as stigmatising a nation.

“The United States will
be powerfully supporting
those industries, like airli-
nes and others, that are pa-
rticularly affected by the
Chinese Virus,” Trump
tweeted Monday night.

He doubled down on the
comment on Tuesday mor-
ning while tweeting about
how US states were being
affected, saying: “Some

are being hit hard by the
Chinese Virus, some are
being hit practically not at
all.” Trump’s allies had
previously referred to the
pandemic as the “Chinese
covid-19”, but Beijing said
Tuesday it was “strongly

indignant” over the
phrase, which it called “a
kind of stigmatisation”.

The US should “immedi-
ately stop its unjustified
accusations against Chi-
na”, foreign ministry spo-
kesman Geng Shuang

said. A commentary by the
official Xinhua news agen-
cy said using “racist and
xenophobic names to cast
blame for the outbreak on
other countries can only
reveal politicians’ irrespo-
nsibility and incompeten-
ce which will intensify vir-
us fears”. 

The war of words
reignited diplomatic tensi-
ons between the two coun-
tries, which have tussled
over trade and other issu-
es since Trump took office. 

Trump’s comments were
also criticised inside the
US, with warnings it could
incite a backlash against
the Asian-American com-
munity. “Our Asian-Amer-
ican communities — peo-
ple YOU serve — are alrea-
dy suffering. They don’t
need you fuelling more bi-
gotry,” tweeted New York
city mayor Bill de Blasio.

— AFP

Pollution drops as
virus shuts cities
Berlin, March 17: The
European Union’s space
agency’s earth-observati-
on satellites have detected
a significant reduction in
the pollutant nitrogen di-
oxide, a byproduct of the
use of diesel motors and
other human activities, in
northern Italy as the adv-
ance of the Covid-19 has
led to drastic measures
curtailing ordinary life. 

The agency’s Copernic-
us Atmosphere Monito-
ring Service reported Tu-
esday that with the “abru-
pt changes in activity lev-
els” in northern Italy, it
has tracked a “reduction
trend” of nitrogen diox-
ide, or NO2, for the last
four to five weeks. 

So far, Italy has been the
hardest hit country in Eu-
rope by the new Covid-19,
and the government has

implemented a wide lock-
down, encouraging its 62
million people to stay
home unless it’s absolute-
ly necessary to go out. 

Similar drops in pollu-
tants were detected in
China after the governm-
ent there implemented
widespread shutdowns to
try and slow the spread of
Covid-19.  

Most emissions are gen-
erated by human activi-
ties such as traffic, ener-
gy production, residential
heating and industry. 

“It is quite remarkable
that a signal of decreas-
ing activity levels could
be detected,” said Vince-
nt-Henri Peuch, the direc-
tor of the Copernicus
Atmosphere Monitoring
Service. “This shows the
extent of the measures
taken by Italy.” — AP

Madrid, March 17: Spain
on Tuesday confirmed
nearly 2,000 new cases of
Covid-19, sending the total
spiralling past 11,000, with
491 deaths, the health min-
istry said.

Spain is the fourth wor-
st-hit country in the world
after China, Italy and
Iran, with numbers rising
rapidly despite an unprec-
edented national lockdo-
wn, with the government

ordering its 46 million
population to stay home.

Over the past 24 hours,
the number of people infe-
cted rose by 1,987, hiking
the overall total to 11,178,
the ministry’s emergen-
cies coordinator Fernan-
do Simon said.

At the same time, the
number of people who
had recovered from the
virus stood at 1,098, he
said. — AFP

Need for ‘boldest actions’
from Europe, says WHO
Copenhagen, March 17:
The World Health Organi-
sation’s (WHO) regional
office for Europe on Tues-
day said there is a need for
bold measures in all Eur-
opean countries, calling
the continent the “epicen-
tre” of the new Covid-19
pandemic. “Every coun-
try, with no exceptions,
needs to take their boldest
actions to stop or slow
down the virus threat,”
Hans Kluge, WHO Region-
al Director for Europe,
told a press conference.

“Thinking that ‘this
does not concern me’, is
not an option,” Kluge
said. Kluge also said that
the “good news” was that
the region was “alert and
on guard,” noting that
“preparedness-, readine-
ss- and response meas-

ures” had been launched
in all member states.

Since the virus first
emerged in late December,
7,408 people have died
around the world, accord-
ing to an AFP tally based
on official sources.

According to the
European Centre for
Disease Prevention and
Control, more than 180,000

cases had been confirmed
worldwide on Tuesday.

The regional WHO direc-
tor said that countries
need to assess their own
situation in order to
decide which measures
should be emphasised, as
the outbreak is progress-
ing at different speeds in
different countries.

WHO Europe includes 53
countries as diverse as
Russia and Andorra,
Germany and Tajikistan.

On Tuesday the outer
borders of the 27-nation
European Union and its
Schengen passport free
zone closed for 30 days.

Faced with the “defining
global health crisis of our
time”, the WHO on Mond-
ay called for testing of ev-
ery suspected case of the
new Covid-19. — AFP

Borders shut, schools and businesses closed even as drastic restrictions on movement take effect

US, China trade pandemic barbs
SPAIN CONFIRMS NEARLY 2,000 NEW
CASES, AS INFECTIONS TOP 11,000

Iran curtails fire
fest; toll near 1k

● ● THE WWORLD Health
Organisation on Tuesday
recommended that peo-
ple suffering from
Covid-19-like symptoms
should avoid self-med-
icating with ibuprofen,
after French authorities
warned anti-inflamma-
tory drugs could worsen
the effects of the virus.

FIRST DEATH IN
PAKISTAN, CASES
SURGE TO 183
Lahore, March 17:
Pakistan reported its first
casualty due to the novel
Covid-19 on Tuesday, hea-
lth ministry officials said
as the number of positive
cases of the Covid-19 infe-
ctions rose to 193 in the
country. The first fatality
was reported from Lahore.
The patient was admitted
to the Mayo Hospital in
Lahore. He came here
from Muscat on March 15.
He was tested positive and
died on Tuesday. Sindh
has 155 positive cases, fol-
lowed by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa with 15, Ba-
lochistan 10, Gilgit-Baltis-
tan 5, Islamabad 2 and
Punjab 6, officials said. 

“One COVID-19 patient
who was brought from
Hafizabad, some 150 kms
from Lahore, died here on
Tuesday,” Punjab Health
Minister Yasmin Rashid
said on Tuesday. — PTI



■ Negative global cues, virus fear lead to last hour sell-off

Volatile session takes
Nifty below 9000-mark

NUPUR AANAN
MUMBAI, MARCH 17

The coronavirus pandem-
ic has sparked concerns
about a fresh surge in bad
loans at lenders, and the
industry body represent-
ing the banks plans to
appeal to regulators to
provide some reprieve in
bad-debt classification,
two sources told Reuters
on Tuesday.

“Discussions are on at
this stage and we will
make a representation to
the regulator to see if we
can get some relief
regarding non-perform-
ing asset classification in
the small and medium
enterprises sector,” one of
the bankers said.

The appeal to the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) will be made via the
Indian Banks’

Association, the two sen-
ior bankers said, asking
not to be named as the
talks were still private.

The economy expanded
at its slowest pace in
more than six years in the
last three months of 2019
and analysts have predict-
ed a further deceleration
caused by the global
Covid-19 outbreak.

Small businesses that
were already reeling
under stress due to the
economic slowdown have
been among the worst
affected and banks have
begun to see delays in
loan repayments from
them.

“Even though it is early
we are beginning to see
signs and as these are
unprecedented times we
want to ensure that we
can provide some sup-
port,” said the chief

financial officer of a pub-
lic sector bank.

The Reserve Bank had
assured markets that it
will take considered, cali-
brated actions to tackle
the threat to the economy
from the outbreak.

India has over 135 con-
firmed coronavirus cases,
with several hundred peo-
ple in isolation. Tourist
sites and other places of
mass gatherings such as
cinemas and malls are
being shut in major cities
to curb the spread of the
disease.

As fear grips the nation
amid health concerns, the
banks—already burdened
with some $140 billion in
bad loans—worry their
balance sheets could be
hit further as businesses
grind to a standstill.

—Reuters

quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 30,579.09 -2.58
Nifty 50 8,967.05 -2.50
S&P 500* 2,505.73 5.01
Dollar (`) 74.24 0.04
Pound Sterling (`) 89.99 1.37
Euro (`) 81.84 1.27
Gold (10gm)* (`) 39,719▼80 -0.20
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 29.89 -0.53
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.265 0.910
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 0.789 8.379

* As of 9:30 pm IST

Moody’s lowers
GDP growth
forecast to 5.3%
Moody's Investors Service low-
ered India's GDP growth fore-
cast for 2020 calendar year to
5.3 per cent, on coronavirus
implications on the economy.
Moody's had in February pro-
jected a 5.4 per cent real GDP
growth in 2020. This too was a
downgrade from 6.6 per cent
forecast earlier. The 5.3 per
cent real GDP growth forecast
for 2020 compares with 5.3 per
cent growth estimate for 2019
and 7.4 per cent in 2018. 

Sun Pharma’s
`1,700-cr share
buy-back okayed

Sun Pharmaceutical Industries
said its board has approved the
Rs 1,700-crore share buyback
offer at a maximum price of Rs
425 per share. In a regulatory
filing, the company said, the
indicative maximum number of
equity shares to be bought
back would be 4 crore equity
shares, representing 1.67 per
cent of the total shares. It said
the announcement setting out
the process, timelines and other
details will be released later.

India Inc foreign
investment in
Feb. at $2.37 bn
Overseas investment by domes-
tic firms stood at $2.37 billion
in February 2020 against 2.36 a
year ago, RBI data showed. In
January 2020, domestic com-
panies invested $2.23 billion in
their foreign firms (JVs/wholly
owned units). Of the total
investments last month, $1.16
bn was in the form of loans,
$670.17 mn was by way of
issuance of guarantee while the
rest $538.70 mn was invested
through equity.

RBL Bank says
it’s strong and
well-capitalised
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Dispelling rumours about its
financial health after the Yes
Bank crisis came to light, RBL
Bank said it was financially
strong, well-capitalised, prof-
itable and a growing entity with
a strong governance set-up.
The lender said market rumours
around financial health and sta-
bility of the bank are totally
misplaced, motivated and not
based on facts. Last week also,
the bank said it was "well capi-
talised".
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SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, MARCH 17

The summer season could
be a washout for the travel
and hospitality sectors.
Considering both inbound
and outbound travel is
affected, India could lose
up to 50 per cent of the
annual business, which is
much higher than the loss-
es during the global finan-
cial crisis, estimates the
industry.

Several countries are
closing their borders to
keep further spread of
Covid-19 away. India too
has suspended tourist
visas till April 15, restrict-
ed entry of passengers
from the UK, Europe as
well as Afghanistan, the
Philippines and Malaysia.
These restrictions have
brought the tourism indus-
try, which was already
limping due to the infec-
tion, to a standstill.

The summer season,
which starts from
February and goes on till
June, accounts for 60 to 70
per cent of the outbound
travel and over 20 per cent
of the inbound travel.
Altogether the season
accounts for about 50 per
cent of inbound and out-
bound travel and the sea-
son might almost get
washed out, said Kapil
Goswamy, MD, Big
Breaks.com.

"Even during the
Mumbai terror attacks or
global financial crisis, the

impact was not this large.
We would probably lose 50
per cent of our annual rev-
enues this time,' he said.

"Bookings have been can-
celled till April-May, which
are our peak season. Non-
resident Indians used to
come over during this peri-
od and they also have to
put their travel plans on
hold. It is 'zero tourism'
now," said Iqbal Mulla,
chief council, Global
Tourism Council.

According to Goswamy,
the industry has come to a
standstill. "South Asia has
been closed since
February. Travel to short-
haul destinations like
Thailand, Singapore and
Malaysia has not been hap-
pening from February.
Usually, by March we start
seeing groups and families
booking for long-haul des-

tinations like Europe and
the US. This booking has
either not happened or
whatever had happened
has been cancelled," he
said. Even the business
travel has got affected as
most of the companies are
cancelling their meetings
and conferences.

Domestic travel by rail
and air is also not spared.
Trains bookings to Delhi,
Kolkata, Bangalore, Hyder-
abad and Chennai are
down 25 per cent compared
to the previous month.

"Since the past week we
have seen a rise in the
number of train ticket can-
cellations due to the sud-
den outbreak of coron-
avirus.New bookings have
also gone down by more
than 20 per cent. In fact, we
have recently launched  a
free cancellation policy,
which allows users to get a
free cancellation on their
train bookings," said
Dinesh Kotha, co-founder,
Confirmtkt.

Hotels too are bearing the
brunt of the contagion.
"Cancellations are happen-
ing and bookings by
tourists have come to a
standstill. Companies also
are advising their execu-
tives to avoid travel.
Summer season usually
sees a lot of domestic traf-
fic, especially to hilly desti-
nations. This time, it is
unlikely for things to
improve before June end,'
said T. Natarajan, CEO,
GRT Hotels and Resorts.

Travel industry could lose
50% of annual business

RAVI RRANJAN PPRASAD
MUMBAI, MMARCH 117

A late selloff led to a 2.5-
per cent fall in Sensex and
Nifty-50, triggered by a
sharp fall in the European
markets and indications
that US market would also
open weak after US bench-
mark Dow Jones suffered
its worst overnight fall by
12.9 per cent over the
rapid spread of coron-
avirus cases outside
China.

The number of con-
firmed coronavirus cases
worldwide stood at
186,900, with 7,477 deaths.
US cases jumped to 4,743,
with 93 deaths, while in
Europe, Italy was the
worst hit with close to
2,000 people dead.

In India, confirmed
cases stood at 137 with
three deaths reported so
far, the latest being a
death reported from
Mumbai.

Not only is the number
of new Covid-19 cases and
deaths rising but the daily
percentage gains are
accelerating, said a
report.

After a volatile session,
which saw benchmark
indices often trading in
the green, there was a
sharp selloff in the last

half an hour of trade,
which led the Sensex to
drop 810.98 points to close
at 30,579.09 points, regis-
tering a 2.58 per cent
decline. The broader
Nifty-50 Index closed
below the 9,000 level at
8,967, down by 230.35
points, or 2.5 per cent. The
Nifty-50 hit a high of
9,403.80 intraday and a low
of 8,915.60 as volatility
index India VIX jumped 7
per cent to 63 levels, its
highest in over a decade.

Both the key indices hit
fresh three-year lows on
Tuesday as Covid-19
showed no signs of abate-
ment and investors tried

to save their investments
by booking profit wherev-
er they could.

Financials were the
worst affected, with the
Nifty Bank Index down by
4.10 per cent, led by heavy
selling in private banks.
IndusInd Bank lost 9.20
per cent, followed by ICICI
Bank (-8.92 per cent),
Kotak Mahindra Bank (-
4.64 per cent), Axis Bank (-
4.51 per cent) and HDFC
Bank (-2.33 per cent).
State-run State Bank of
India shed 4.23 per cent.

Among the smaller
banks, Federal Bank
declined 7.99 per cent and
City Union Bank fell by

3.02 per cent.
Investors saw wealth

erosion by Rs 2.11 lakh
crore, as the BSE's market
capitalisation fell to Rs
1,19,52,066.11 crore as
against Rs 1,21,63,952.59
crore on Monday.

Losses in the broader
market were lower. The
BSE Mid-cap Index was
down 1.84 per cent while
the BSE Small-cap Index
was down 2.27 per cent.

The foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) were net
sellers of equities worth
Rs 4,044.69 crore, the sec-
ond highest one-day sell-
ing in March. Domestic
institutions were net buy-
ers by Rs 3,422.12 crore.

"Month to date, FPIs
have pulled out Rs 51,000
crore from the domestic
market, led by weak global
cues on the worries of a
slowdown across the
globe. Coronavirus fear is
intensifying worldwide
and fresh travel bans seem
to hurt the global econom-
ic sentiment," said forex
consultant IFA Global.

"Global markets are in
meltdown as the pandem-
ic spreads, with roughly
$14 trillion in shareholder
value erased and even safe
assets such as gold have
been sold to cover losses,"
IFA Global said.

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, MARCH 17

E-commerce players are
sprucing up their supply
chain to ensure availabili-
ty of products as the
demand for online prod-
ucts have increased due to
Covid-19 fears.

The pandemic fears is
making more and more
people go online for their
purchases and availability
has become a key issue for
e-commerce companies,
especially those who sell
everyday products, to tack-
le.

"As Covid-19 has spread,
we have recently seen an
increase in people shop-
ping online. In the short-
term, this is having an
impact on how we serve
our customers. In particu-
lar, you will notice that we
are currently out of stock
on some popular brands
and items, especially in
household staples cate-
gories. You will also notice
that some of our delivery
promises are longer than
usual. We are working
around the clock with our
selling partners to ensure
availability on all of our
products, and bring on
additional capacity to
deliver all of your orders,"
Amazon said in a blog.

Flipkart too has upped its

preparedness in the wake
of the outbreak. "Our trial
to check our system pre-
paredness has given us the
confidence that our teams
will be able to meet their
commitments to our cus-
tomers and sellers. Our
supply chain and last mile
delivery operations will
continue to take necessary
precautions while meeting
our commitment to cus-
tomers," Flipkart said.

In times of shortage, sell-
ers also tend to increase
the prices of essential
goods. Artificial price esca-
lation by the sellers is
another issue that most of
the e-commerce players
are looking into.

"All essential supply
chains are functioning nor-
mally, both at Grofers and
its suppliers. The company
is committed towards
sticking to honest pricing-
at a time when market
prices are sky rocketing,'
said Grofers.

“We are also working to
ensure that no one artifi-
cially raises prices on
basic need products during
this pandemic and have
blocked or removed tens of
thousands of items, in line
with our long-standing pol-
icy. We actively monitor
our store and remove
offers that violate our poli-
cy,” said Amazon.

Paris, March 17: France's finance
minister said on Tuesday that he
was willing to nationalise large
companies to protect them from
bankruptcy, while warning that the
country faces recession this year as
the coronavirus epidemic sinks the
economy.

Bruno Le Maire announced a 45
billion euro ($50 billion) aid package
to help businesses and employees
cope with the escalating health cri-
sis.

"I will not hesitate to use any
means at my disposal to protect
large French enterprises," the min-
ister said during a conference call
with journalists.

"This can be through capital injec-
tions or stake purchases. I can even
use the term nationalisation if nec-
essary," he said.

Le Maire earlier described the
struggle against the coronavirus
pandemic as an "economic and
financial war." "It will be lengthy, it
will be violent... This war will
require us to mobilise all our
forces," he told RTL radio.

Additional economic support
measures will be announced shortly,

he said, and will be based "on a
growth forecast of minus one per
cent, that is to say negative growth."

France's national debt will exceed
100 per cent of GDP this year, he
added, well above the European
Union's guidelines of not more than
60 per cent.

France's markets regulator also
moved Tuesday to ban short-selling
in 92 stocks for the day in a bid to
tame the fierce volatility on finan-
cial markets as nervous investors
try to assess the virus' economic
toll.

Short-selling involves borrowing

shares to sell them, effectively bet-
ting their price will fall so they can
be bought back cheaper, allowing
the investor to pocket the difference.

The practice can put immense
downward pressure on prices at
times when buyer interest is virtu-
ally non-existent.

France's Financial Markets
Authority (AMF) said that "taking
into account the significant losses in
recent days on the financial mar-
kets" it had decided "an urgent step"
was needed.

The short-selling ban would last all
day on Tuesday for stocks especially
hard hit when a global sell-off saw
Wall Street plunge nearly 13 per cent
on Monday.

Le Maire said he was prepared to
impose a short-selling ban of up to a
month if necessary.

The Paris market, like its
European peers, did slightly better
in early trade on Tuesday, gaining
4.0 per cent, helped in part by the
short-selling ban, dealers said.

By mid-morning, however, gains
were being eroded as virus worries
once again came to the fore. 

—AFP

E-com firms spruce
up supply chain as
online orders rise

T o k y o ,
March 17:
J a p a n ' s
b i g g e s t
steelmaker
N i p p o n
Steel Corp said on
Tuesday its joint ven-
ture with ArcelorMittal
has signed a $5.15 billion
loan agreement with
Japanese banks, includ-
ing Japan Bank for
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cooperation.

The 10-year-term loan
would be used to refi-
nance their acquisition
of Essar Steel India,
now known as
ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel India Ltd.

Other banks part of
the loan pact are MUFG
Bank Ltd, Sumitomo
Mitsui Banking Corp,
Mizuho Bank Europe
NV and Sumitomo
Mitsui Trust Bank Ltd
(London Branch),
Nippon Steel said in a
statement.

Last November, India's
Supreme Court cleared
the path for
ArcelorMittal to take
over bankrupt Essar
Steel, following a legal
tussle that had dragged
through multiple courts
for over two years.

—Reuters

Arcelor, Nippon
sign $5.15 bn
loan pact for
Essar Steel buyADITYA KKALRA &&

NUPUR AANAND
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI,
MARCH 17

US cloud-
based serv-
ice provider
Salesforce.
com Inc has
h i r e d
A r u n d h at i
Bhattacharya, one of
India's best-known for-
mer bankers, as its India
chief executive officer, a
source with direct
knowledge of the matter
told Reuters on Tuesday.

Bhattacharya declined
to comment, while
Salesforce did not imme-
diately respond to a
request for comment.

Bhattacharya previ-
ously headed the State
Bank of India and was
the first woman to lead
the more than 200-year-
old bank. She retired
from SBI in 2017.

"She is a hugely credi-
ble name who comes
with a wealth of experi-
ence and will help
Salesforce expand in
India," said the source.

Bhattacharya, 64, will
be based in Mumbai and
will join in April, the
source added. She is cur-
rently chairman of
SWIFT India, part of a
global payments net-
work. —Reuters

Salesforce hires
Bhattacharya
as India CEO

France weighs nationalisation
of large, virus-hit private firms

Banks to appeal for
relief on bad loans

ANURAG KKOTOKY
MARCH 17

Private jet operators are
turning away wealthy
clients as coronavirus-
related travel bans restrict
their ability to operate,
despite a surge in requests
from people willing to
shell out as much as
$150,000 to secure a spot on
their planes.

Inquiries for interna-
tional flights on private
jets have shot up nine-fold,
said Kanika Tekriwal,
founder of New Delhi-
based JetSetGo, as indi-
viduals with vast finan-
cial means try to escape
virus hot spots. One of her
clients, an Indian tycoon,
tried to book a jet to fly
with his family to New
Delhi from London last
weekend, but he remains
stranded in the UK after a
sudden travel suspension
in a stopover country
came in just half an hour
before they were due to
depart.

India then announced a
ban on flights from
Europe and the UK on
Monday, potentially leav-
ing the tycoon stranded in
London indefinitely. The
Indian ban comes into
effect on Wednesday.

"Rules are changing
every half an hour,"
Tekriwal said. "No one
knows who's changing
what, some countries are
suddenly not allowing
pilots of some countries,
some countries are not
allowing aircraft of some
countries."

The pandemic has driv-
en aviation into an
unprecedented crisis that,
according to Sydney-based
CAPA Centre for Aviation,
could push most of the
world's airlines into bank-
ruptcy by the end of May
as governments hastily
impose entry and quaran-
tine rules. The private jet
industry isn't immune to
those restrictions, even as
inquiries surge about
bookings, including from

Americans in Europe.
"There is a new directive

or advisory coming out
every day," said Rajan
Mehra, who heads busi-
ness aviation company
Club One Air. 

JetSetGo's Tekriwal,
who oversees a fleet of 28
private aircraft, said the
surge in inquiries is
essentially for one-time
flights back home so it
doesn't reflect healthy
demand. Overall, 87 per
cent of scheduled book-
ings with her company
have been cancelled, she
said. Mehra's company,
which operates 10 planes,
has seen travel decline as
much as 70 per cent.

"We are extremely wor-
ried as to what the future
holds, how we're going to
pay salaries," Tekriwal
said. "It's a ripple effect. If
industries and corporates
don't do well, where will
they get money to pay for
us? We're considered a lux-
ury, so we get hit first."

-—Bloomberg

No private jets for stranded rich 

Bruno Le
Maire 



Virus hits
India’s plan to
cut import tax

on veg. oils

Jio opposes
BSNL’s plea

for floor price
exemption

14 power plants
get notices for
not complying

with green rules
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New Delhi, March 17:
India has dropped at least
three crucial policy initia-
tives, including lowering
import taxes on vegetable
oils, as the outbreak of the
coronavirus hits govern-
ment revenue collection,
two sources said on
Tuesday.

India’s income tax rev-
enues contracted 3.5 per
cent in the first 11 months
of the current fiscal year,
which began in April 2019,
and income from other
taxes grew by a meagre 3.8
per cent, the finance min-
istry told parliament on
Monday.

The food ministry had
proposed lowering import
taxes on crude and refined
vegetable oils, including
palm oil, by 3-7 per cent to
keep a lid on domestic
prices that leapt more than
11 per cent after India
restricted palm oil imports
from Malaysia in January.

But the finance ministry
rejected that proposal due
to revenue concerns, the
sources said.

The finance ministry also
shelved other proposal by
the food ministry that
would have raised the sup-
ply of highly subsidised
rice and wheat to millions
of people under the world’s
biggest food welfare pro-
gramme, said the sources.

— Reuters

Rates for oil
storage rise
across world

New Delhi, March 17:
Reliance Jio has opposed
the suggestion of BSNL
and MTNL to exempt tele-
com operators having less
than 15 per cent market
share from minimum rates
for phone calls and data
services.

The telecom major has
also said till the time
mobile call termination
charges are applicable in
the sector, there should be
restriction in offering free
outgoing calls on competi-
tor's network.

“We also oppose the
BSNL/MTNL suggestion
on exemption from floor
when the market share
based on VLR subscriber is
less than 15 per cent, as the
same is totally untenable,
(and) would in fact pro-
mote inefficiencies and the
intended objectives would
not be met if the revised
tariff regime is not imple-
mented uniformly across
all operators,” Jio said in
its comments to Trai on
fixing floor prices.

The telecom regulator is
holding consultations with
interested parties over fix-
ing a minimum price for
call and data services fol-
lowing demand from the
industry. — PTI

New Delhi, March 17: As
many as 14 power plants
with total power genera-
tion capacity of 13,830
mega watt (MW) have been
issued show cause notices
by the central pollution
control board (CPCB) for
not complying with envi-
ronment norms, Parliam-
ent was informed on
Tuesday.

The CPCB has also issued
directions to another four
power plants with total
generation capacity of
1,495 MW for not obliging
to environmental provi-
sions, Minister of Power
R.K. Singh said while
replying to a question in
the Rajya Sabha.

While 14 power plants
having total generation
capacity of 13,830 MW
were issued show cause
notices by the CPCB on
January 31, 2020, another
11 units of four power
plants with total genera-
tion capacity of 1,495 MW
were issued directions on
February 26, 2020, he said.

Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change notified new envi-
ronmental norms for ther-
mal power plants (TPPs)
on December 7 December
2015, he said. — PTI

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) on Tuesday in New York City.  — AFP

Covid throws world into recession
New York, March 17:
Goldman Sachs Group Inc.
and Morgan Stanley econo-
mists joined the rush on
Wall Street to declare that
the coronavirus has trig-
gered a global recession,
with the debate now focus-
ing on its likely length and
depth.

A day after US President
Donald Trump conceded
the US slump alone is set to
be “a bad one,” economists
threw away their forecasts
that the world could avoid
tumbling into recession for
the first time since the
financial crisis.

Behind the rethink: The

virus’s spread to Europe
and the US, as well as new
evidence that China — the
first to be hit by what is
now a pandemic — experi-
enced a harder hit to its
economy than originally
projected.

Morgan Stanley’s team,
led by Chetan Ahya, said a
worldwide recession is now
its “base case,” with growth
expected to fall to 0.9 per
cent this year. At Goldman
Sachs, Jan Hatzius and col-
leagues predict a weaken-
ing of growth to 1.25 per
cent. S&P Global added its
voice to the chorus with a
report expecting that

growth would range one
per cent to 1.5 per cent.

Such slumps would not be
as painful as the 0.8 per
cent per cent contraction of
2009, as measured by the
International Monetary
Fund, but they would be
worse than the downturns
of 2001 and the early 1990s.

Both Morgan Stanley and
Goldman Sachs anticipate
a rebound in the second
half, but warn that the risk
remains of even greater
economic pain.

The projections will apply
further pressure on policy
makers to do more to limit
the health emergency and

to deliver stimulus that
helps companies and con-
sumers through the shock
and then drives a rebound
in demand afterward.

Although the US Federal
Reserve and fellow central

banks have been active in
loosening monetary policy,
most governments have
been slow in responding
and are only now crafting
fiscal packages that may
still fail to pacify worried
investors.

“While the policy
response will provide
downside protection, the
underlying damage from
both Covid-19’s impact and
tighter financial conditions
will deliver a material
shock to the global econo-
my,” Morgan Stanley’s
economists said.

The outlook could darken
even further if the virus

lasts longer than anticipat-
ed, or wields greater eco-
nomic pain — given facto-
ries, schools, restaurants
and shops are closing
around the world. A freez-
ing up of markets or a con-
tinued sluggishness by gov-
ernments to act are also
regarded as threats.

Elsewhere on Wall Street,
strategists are laying out
what governments should
be doing. At JPMorgan
Chase & Co., John
Normand advocated devel-
oped economies repeating
their handiwork of the cri-
sis when they delivered fis-
cal stimulus worth one per

cent to two per cent of
gross domestic product. 

George Saravelos, a cur-
rency strategist at
Deutsche Bank AG, said
governments may also need
to step in to guarantee sup-
port for households and
companies.

While the Fed gets “full
marks” for its recent
response in cutting rates
and moving to stabilise
credit markets, Northern
Trust Corp. chief econo-
mist Carl Tannenbaum
said US Congress and the
White House have so far
failed to act boldly enough. 

— Bloomberg

Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley, S&P Global predict prolonged slowdown; Experts calls for huge stimulus

New York, March 17: The
coronavirus shockwaves
rippling through US stocks
are forcing investors to
contemplate outcomes
more dire than a recession,
including several quarters
of declining economic
activity, a credit crisis or
even a depression.

The rising global toll from
the pandemic and the
uncertainty over how far it
may spread has left
investors and economists
scrambling to gauge the
financial fallout.

“This market looks like it
has already priced in most
of a garden variety reces-
sion,” said Frances Donald,
global chief economist at
Manulife Investment
Management. “It is now on
top of that having to price
in some probability of a
credit crisis.”

US retail sales unexpect-
edly fell in February, with
households cutting back on
purchases of a range of
products, and the coron-
avirus outbreak is expected
to depress sales in the
months ahead.

At least one other big
Wall Street name appears
concerned that the current
crisis could snowball into
something bigger than a
recession. Billionaire

investor Ray Dalio, whose
main Bridgewater
Associates LP hedge fund
fell sharply amid the coron-
avirus-led market rout, is
worried that the US
Federal Reserve and other
central banks may have
already expended a good
deal of their firepower by
cutting rates to near zero.

In a note on Monday,
Dalio said he had been con-
cerned that the next eco-
nomic downturn would
“lead to hitting the zero per
cent interest rate floor with
a lot of debt outstanding
and big wealth and political
gaps in the same way that
configuration of events
happened in the 1930s.”

Strategists at Deutsche
Bank said in a note last

week that the market’s
recent volatility, marked by
the swings of over three
per cent in the S&P 500, was
coming at “a frequency pre-
viously seen only in the
Great Financial Crisis and
the Great Depression.”

Following the Fed’s
action, Wall Street’s focus
is now on what fiscal poli-
cies governments will
enact, and even more so, on
what can be done to contain
the virus. “Nothing else
matters if we can’t get this
under control,” said Eric
Winograd, chief US econo-
mist at AllianceBernstein.

The market’s pullback
has taken the S&P 500 down
to the level it was last at in
late 2018 and mid-2017.

“I don’t think it is quite
pricing in a prolonged
depression scenario at this
stage and I think it is prob-
ably appropriate not to,”
Winograd said. “That’s not
the base case.” However,
Winograd said he was con-
cerned the situation could
turn into a “durable reces-
sion” that stems in part
from distress in the bank-
ing sector.

“If we end up in a multi-
ple-quarter level decline, I
would expect there still to
be significant downside for
the market.” — Reuters

Market volatility hints at
depression, says experts

M a n i l a / S i n g a p o r e ,
March 17: The Philippine
Stock Exchange closed
indefinitely on Tuesday
while currency and bond
trading were suspended,
the first shutdown of mar-
kets worldwide in response
to the coronavirus, with
authorities citing risks to
the safety of traders.

The move comes after
some bourses around the
world closed trading floors
or paused trade after big
falls in market value.

It is also open-ended,
unlike China’s extension of
Lunar New Year holidays
in January, which delayed
the resumption of trade, or
the run of holidays
declared in Sri Lanka this

week to try and halt the
virus, which has closed
markets there since
Monday.

And while the Philippine
shutdown was prompted by
health reasons, amid a bro-
ad nationwide lockdown, it
raises the prospect other
exchanges may follow.

“Given the unprecedented
speed of the slump in equi-
ty prices, it has been sug-
gested that stock exchanges
might be closed soon if
things don’t turn around,”
research house Capital
Economics said in a note.

Global markets are in
meltdown as the pandemic
spreads, with roughly $14
trillion in shareholder
value erased and even safe

assets such as gold have
been sold to cover losses.

AdMacro research head
Patrick Perret-Green had
also raised the possibility
in a note issued over the
weekend, before the
Philippines move.

“We have seen it before. I
believe we could see it
again,” he said. “Govern-

ments do not need or want
the added stress and dis-
traction at this time.”

The Philippine Stock
Exchange said trade was
suspended until further
notice “to ensure the safety
of employees and traders,”
amid a broader national
lockdown.

In Malaysia, where a sim-
ilar lockdown comes into
force on March 18, the secu-
rities regulator said all cap-
ital markets will operate as
usual. 

Settlement of trades in
Sri Lanka is due to be avail-
able on March 18, though it
is unclear if trade will
resume before the nation is
set to return from holidays
on Friday. — Reuters

Philippines shuts stock market

FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, MARCH 17

The country’s largest
lender State Bank of India
(SBI) on Tuesday said that
there was a lot of due dili-
gence done on the books of
Yes Bank and that they
have found nothing wrong
in the books of the belea-
guered lender. 

“Whatever has been
declared by the bank is a
true representation of the
bank’s financial position,”
Mr Kumar told reporters at
Yes Bank’s conference
while ruling out a forensic

audit for the rescued
lender.

Mr Kumar also said that
Yes Bank may receive a sec-
ond round of funding in the
future. “The current
`10,000 crore worth funds
would lead to meeting all
capital ratios. So we can
always do another round of
fund raise a little later,” the
SBI chairman said.

Mr Kumar also said that
SBI will not sell even a sin-
gle share of the 49 per cent
stake it has picked up in
Yes Bank. 

Based on the Yes Bank’s
reconstruction scheme,

State Bank of India and
half a dozen domestic
financial institutions have
infused `10,000 crore as
new equity capital into Yes
Bank.

According to the scheme,
SBI has to hold at least 26
per cent stake for the next
three years while other pri-
vate sector banks who have
put in a total of `3,950 crore
so far, would have to hold at
least 75 per cent of their
investment for a three year
period.

SBI has been allotted 605
crore shares in Yes Bank
for an investment of `6,050

crore and is the largest
shareholder in the restruc-
tured bank. “Although I
cannot talk about other
banks but regarding SBI,
not even a single share will
be sold in three years”. 

Addressing the media,
Yes Bank’s administrator
Prashant Kumar said that
Yes Bank will be fully func-
tional from Wednesday 6
pm adding that there was
no need to withdraw money
in panic. “There is absolu-
tely no issue on liquidity
side from Yes Bank, all our
ATMs are full of cash,”
Prashant Kumar said.

Yes Bank’s books get SBI’s thumbs up
MICHAEL GGONSALVES
PUNE, MARCH 17

The Federation of Autom-
obile Dealers Associations
or Fada on Tuesday filed an
application with the
Supreme Court seeking
extension of sale and regis-
tration of BS-IV vehicles
till May 31, 2020, an exten-
sion of two months from
March-end deadline to
clear the stock of such
models.

The automobile dealers’

body once again approach-
ed the Supreme Court, and
has filed an interlocutory
application along with an
application seeking modifi-
cation in the writ petition
dated October 24, 2018.

In the petition, in the mat-
ter of MC Mehta versus
Union of India and others,
the apex court had directed
that no motor vehicle con-
forming to emission stan-
dard BS-IV shall be sold or
registered in the entire
country with effect from

April 1, 2020. “We have sub-
mitted an application with
the Supreme Court for
extension of registration
process of BS-IV vehicles
till May 31, 2020,” said Fada
president Ashish Harsh-
araj Kale, adding that “We
are now seeking an urgent
hearing on the matter.”

The two-wheeler BS-IV
inventory at dealerships
across the country stood at
around 8.35 lakh units val-
ued at around `4,600 crore,
Mr Kale pointed out.

Fada moves SC for extension
BS-IV vehicle sale till May-end

● The projections 
will apply further 
pressure on policy
makers to do more to
limit the health 
emergency and to
deliver stimulus that
helps companies and
consumers.

● Strategists at
Deutsche Bank said in
a note last week that
the market’s recent
volatility, marked by
the swings of over
three per cent in the
S&P 500, was coming
at “a frequency previ-
ously seen only in the
Great Financial Crisis
and the Great
Depression.”

London, March 17: Law
firms and banks are scram-
bling to retrain senior staff
in restructuring so they
can help dozens of compa-
nies looking to raise emer-
gency funds and rearrange
debts as the coronavirus
pandemic eats into corpo-
rate cash.

Lawyers and bankers said
companies mainly in the
transport, travel and retail
sectors had made the first
approaches but in the next
few months there could be
a far wider range of firms
as lockdowns and social
distancing measures hit
economies hard.

World stocks suffered
their worst run since the
2008 financial crisis last
week on fears the pandem-
ic could wreak havoc on the
global economy, and spell
disaster for many firms.

“It has been pretty much
non-stop,” said a partner at
a major US law firm, who
has been on calls all day
since Friday and had four
deals closing on Monday
alone.

“These have been pre-
arranged deals but the tim-
ing has been accelerated
with people being con-
cerned that some will get
cold feet — and they
involved very large sums of
money,” said the partner,

who declined to be named.
“British luxury carmaker

Aston Martin announced
new terms for a rescue
rights issue last week and
South African chemicals
and energy firm Sasol
announced a rights issue
on Tuesday as part of a $6
billion package to address
challenges from Covid-19
and a drop in oil and chem-
ical prices. 

Several other firms are
close to announcing plans
to raise funds to fend off a
cash crunch, bankers and
lawyers said, saying they
had been fielding dozens of
calls.

The scramble for cash
bears echoes for many of
the financial crisis fallout.
Then it was real estate
firms hitting the skids,
keeping lawyers busy
redrafting documentation
prepared for stock market
launches to allow for rights
issues instead. — Reuters

Companies scramble
for rescue funding

B e i j i n g / S h a n g h a i ,
March 17: Goldman
Sachs said on Tuesday that
China’s economy will like-
ly shrink nine per cent in
the first quarter, under-
scoring how the coron-
avirus has disrupted nor-
mal business activities,
while China reported an
uptick in new cases of the
disease, most of them
imported.

Goldman cut its estimate
for China’s first-quarter
gross domestic product
growth to a nine per cent
contraction, from a previ-
ous forecast of 2.5 per cent
growth, citing “strikingly
weak” economic data in
January and February that
was reported on Monday.

It also lowered its full-
year GDP forecast to three
per cent growth from an
earlier estimate of 5.5 per
cent.

For the fourth straight
day, imported coronavirus
cases in China outnum-
bered cases of local trans-
mission.

The rising risk of import-
ed cases has prompted
some parts of the country
to tighten monitoring of
foreign travellers, and the
Chinese foreign ministry
on Tuesday advised its citi-
zens to avoid travel to high-
risk countries. — Reuters

China economy
may contract
by 9% in Q1

Covid-19 blamed for first shutdown of equity market in world
We have seen it before.
I believe we could see it

again. Governments do not
need or want the added
stress and distraction at this
time.
— PATRICK PERRET-GREEM,

AdMarco research head

London, March 17: Swift
government action is need-
ed to help global airlines
that are in a desperate situ-
ation and running out of
cash, the International Air
Transport Association
(IATA) warned on a media
call on Tuesday.

“If we want to maintain a
strong airline sector able to
cope with this difficult cri-
sis and provide the
resources to ensure the
recovery will happen in
due time (then) we need
governments to act strong-
ly and quickly,” IATA chief
Alexandre de Juniac said.

IATA chief economist
Brian Pearce added that
cash was running out for
many airlines and that 75

per cent of them have less
than three months of non-
avoidable fixed costs.

US airlines have asked the
federal government for
grants, loans and tax relief
that could easily top $50 bil-
lion to help them recover
from a sharp downturn in
travel due to the new coron-
avirus.

Airlines for America, the
trade group representing
the carriers, disclosed its
request for financial help
on Monday, just as more
airlines around the world
were announcing ever-
deeper cuts in service and,
in some cases, layoffs.

US President Donald
Trump pledged to help the
airlines, although he did

not say what the assistance
might look like.

The trade group is asking
for $29 billion in federal
grants, with $25 billion for
passenger airlines and $4
billion for cargo carriers. 

The airlines are also seek-
ing up to $29 billion in zero-
interest loans or loan guar-
antees, and they want fed-
eral excise taxes on fuel,
cargo and airline tickets to
be suspended through the
end of next year and possi-
bly longer. That package
would easily surpass the $5
billion in grants and up to
$10 billion in loan guaran-
tees that US Congress
approved after the terror
attacks of September 2001.

— Reuters, AP

New York, March 17:
Rates to store oil at one of
the world’s biggest trading
hubs are surging, as
traders globally scramble
to secure space in tanks to
cope with slumping
demand from the coron-
avirus outbreak and a
flood of supply from the
Saudi-Russia price war.

Analysts estimate the
glut could reach more than
1 billion barrels. Some of
the excess crude will be
absorbed by nations snap-
ping up cheap oil for their
strategic reserves, includ-
ing India and the United
States, but that will only
mop up some of the supply
because of the current
price war. — Reuters

Global airlines running out of
cash, need state support: IATA
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Apex Council members of the Hyderabad Cricket
Association led by president Mohammed Azharuddin,
secretary Vijayanand, vice-president John Manoj and
treasurer Surender Agarwal visited Nizamabad district
on Tuesday to inspect land as part of their plan to
build a Mini Stadium there.

New avenues
BENGAL CA SHUTS OFFICE
Kolkata: The Cricket Association of Bengal on
Tuesday closed its office for five days and the
employees were asked to work from home. In
their general advisory, CAB secretary Debabrata
Das said: “It is for restricting the people move-
ment in office. Therefore, the office of the
Association will remain closed from Tuesday to
Saturday as a precautionary measure against the
ongoing coronavirus outbreak.”
“However, it is clarified that managers and func-
tional heads can take a decision to get employ-
ees to report to office as per work exigency/pri-
orities. During this period, it would be work from
home which implies that the employees must be
available on phone calls, emails and any other
mode of communication,” Das said. — PTI 

New Delhi: Indian women’s skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur urged everyone to follow the guidelines
issued by the health officials.“Taking this time off
to spend some quality time with my dog. On a
serious note, a gentle reminder to everyone out
there to follow the guidelines issued by the
health officials, take care of each other & love
yourself,” Harmanpreet tweeted. 

— Agencies

CORONA PANDEMIC

BE SAFE: HARMANPREET

SHORT TAKES

London: England pace bowler
Jofra Archer said racism should

be “addressed properly” after
he posted on his Instagram

account racist messages he had
received. The 24-year-old has

been subjected to racist abuse
in the past, notably during the

second Test defeat by New
Zealand last year. A spectator

was subsequently banned from
international and domestic

matches in New Zealand for
two years. Archer — who in just
seven Test matches since mak-

ing his debut last year has
taken 30 wickets including

three five-wicket hauls — said it
beggared belief people could

post such hateful things. “I will
never understand how people

feel so freely to say these
things to another human

being,” he said. “I have given a
lot of thought about reacting to
this and I hope that no one else

has to deal with stuff like this
on a regular basis, it isn’t ever

acceptable and should be
addressed properly in my opin-
ion.” Archer is presently recov-
ering from a stress fracture but
is seen as the future point man
for England pace bowling with

Stuart Broad. 
— AFP

Archer hits out 
at racist abuse

Karachi: Former pace great
Waqar Younis said it doesn’t

make sense that the ICC World
Test Championship don’t fea-

ture any match between arch-
rivals India and Pakistan. The

World Test Championship fea-
tures nine top-ranked Test

teams, who will play six bilater-
al Test series against mutually

chosen opponents with the top
two nations with most points at

the end of the league clashing
in the final in England in June

2021. “I know it is a difficult sit-
uation between Pakistan and
India even at government to

government level but I think the
ICC needed to play a more

proactive role in this champi-
onship,” Waqar said in an inter-

view to the YouTube channel
Cricket Baaz. “The ICC should

have intervened and done
something because to me hav-
ing a Test championship with-

out Pakistan and India Test
matches makes no sense,” he
said. Since the 2008 Mumbai

terror attack, India hasn’t
toured Pakistan. The two neigh-

bours have also not played a
full Test bilateral series since

2007 due to strained political
and diplomatic relations. Waqar

lamented that due to the on
and off strained relations with
India, he got to play only four
Tests against them in an inter-

national career spanning 14-
years, featuring 87 Tests and

262 ODIs. “It’s always been like
this that is why making my Test

debut against India is some-
thing I don’t forget.”

— PTI

Waqar wants ICC
to take initiative

SIX SURREY
CRICKETERS TO

SELF-ISOLATE
London: England cricket county
Surrey has asked six of its play-

ers to self-isolate as a precau-
tionary measure against the

coronavirus pandemic.
The club also informed that all

six players have not reported
symptoms but their close prox-

imity has played a role in asking
them to self-isolate.

“While not all six have reported
symptoms, close proximity

means that they have all been
instructed to stay at home this

week. The six players will not
be named at this point,” the
club said in an official state-

ment.
Last week, England Cricket

Board (ECB) announced that
England's tour to Sri Lanka for

a two-match Test series has
been suspended due to the

coronavirus pandemic.
As a result, the international
players such as Sam Curran,

Ben Foakes and Ollie Pope will
be joining Surrey.

Cricket South Africa has sus-
pended all forms of cricket for

the next 60 days after the
country’s president Cyril

Ramaphosa declared a state of
disaster on Sunday.

— Agencies

Jofra AArcher

Need finger spinners: Ex-players
New Delhi, March 17:
Indian cricket has cele-
brated the emergence of
a potent fast bowling unit
but it is high time that
the establishment focus-
es on producing quality
Test spinners, especially
off-break bowlers, feel
former players. 

Ravichandran Ashwin
(365 wickets in 71 Tests)
has been an impact
bowler in home condi-
tions but the current
team management hasn’t
exactly put complete
faith in Tamil Nadu
tweaker’s abilities in
overseas conditions. 

While former India off-
spinner Harbhajan Singh
feels that seasoned
domestic performers like
Akshay Wakhare (34

years) and Jalaj Saxena
(33 years) should be given
a break, another veteran
Laxman Sivaramakrish-
nan is of the opinion that
a younger pool needs to
be created as Ashwin still
has “good three years of
Test cricket left in him”. 

“Ashwin is a very hard-
working bowler and he
has not taken his place
for granted. He still has
three good years left and
it’s time now that we find
the next crop of young
spinners which is ready
to take over when time
comes,” Sivaramakris-
hnan said. 

But Harbhajan has a
different idea. “Jalaj
Saxena and Akshay
Wakhare have performed
year after year at the

domestic level, at times
on flat tracks. I have seen
Akshay closely at the
Mumbai Indians nets,”
the ‘Turbanator’ said. 

But why have we not
produced any second line
of off-spinners in these
years? “I haven’t seen a
good off-spinner at the
Ranji level. That’s
because of bad captaincy
at the Ranji Trophy level.
If an off-spinner gets hit
by a right-hander, cap-
tains take him off and
that hits his confidence.
Harbhajan Singh became
a great bowler because
the captain was Sourav
Ganguly, who gave him
encouragement,” said
Sivaramakrishnan, the
hero of 1985 Benson &
Hedges Cup. 

Siva does have sympa-
thy for Saxena though.

“Jalaj’s is a classic case
of his career completely
coinciding with Ashwin’s
best years. But right now
we can’t look at players
who are 33 or 34 years.
Because by the time
another three years go
by, the fitness levels
might be an issue.” 

What about
Karnataka’s Krishnappa
Gowtham?

“He is good but I don’t
think good enough for
Test cricket,” was Siva’s
honest assessment.

“We need a new set of
good spinners (all types)
at the India ‘A’ level, who
should be ready in next
three years,” he added.

— PTI

CA keeps fingers crossed
Cricket Australia says T20 World Cup is on as per schedule
Sydney, March 17:
Cricket Australia is plan-
ning to host the men’s T20
World Cup as per schedule
in October despite the
COVID-19 pandemic caus-
ing a collapse of sports
events worldwide.

The novel coronavirus
outbreak has shredded
sports calendars world-
wide, including interna-
tional and domestic crick-
et. “We’re really hoping
that all forms of sport can
be played again in a few
weeks or a few months’
time,” CA chief Kevin
Roberts was quoted as
saying by cricket.com.au.

“None of us are experts
in this situation obvious-
ly, so our hope is that
we’re back in very much
normal circumstances
come October and
November when the men’s
T20 World Cup is to be
played.” 

The men’s T20 World
Cup is slated to begin with
from 18-23 October fol-
lowed by the main 12-team
competition from 24

October. The final will be
played on 15 November at
the MCG and CA is plan-
ning for a full house. 

“And at this stage we’re
planning on November 15,
to have a full house at the
MCG to inspire the world
through men’s cricket as
the women’s cricketers
did here just last week,”
Roberts said.

As governments across
the world are urging peo-
ple to self-isolate, South
Africa head coach Mark
Boucher suggested cell
phones should also be
turned off for two weeks.

“The only thing missing
in this global lockdown is
cellphone use! What about
turning that off for 2
weeks as well!? #bliss
#naturesway #oldschool,”
Boucher tweeted.

CA LIKELY TO REVIEW
IPL CONTRACTS

Australian cricketers may
have to forego their lucra-
tive IPL contracts in the
wake of fast-spreading
novel coronavirus, the

local media reported on
Tuesday. 

Cricket Australia has
not directed the players
officially with its chief
executive Kevin Roberts
on Tuesday saying that
players were individually
contracted to their IPL
teams and can make up
their own minds to com-
pete in the 2020 IPL or not.

“We can provide advice.
We’re conscious of the
fact that Australian play-
ers are individually 
contracted to the IPL and
the time will certainly
come very soon where
players are going to be
really interested and lean-
ing on our perspective as
their leader... to advise
them in that regard,”
Roberts said. 

“And then there will also
be a perspective from the
BCCI and their IPL divi-
sion within that and
together with our players
and the BCCI, I am sure
players will reach the best
possible decisions in
uncertain circum-
stances.” 

The Australian newspa-
per reported that Cricket
Australia is reviewing
whether it should permit
its players to participate
in the IPL or The Hundred
series in the UK. There
are 17 Australian players
contracted with different
IPL franchisees. 

The Australia report
said that Pat Cummins,
Steve Smith, David
Warner and Glenn
Maxwell could be asked to
give up their rich con-
tracts. — PTI

And at this stage
we’re planning on
November 15, to
have a full house at
the MCG to inspire
the world through
men’s cricket as the
women’s cricketers
did here just last
week. 
— KEVIN ROBERTS, 

CA chief 

PCB call off PSL on
day of the semifinal
Karachi, March 17: The
ongoing Pakistan Super
League (PSL) was on
Tuesday suspended after
the country’s Cricket
Board revealed that a for-
eign showed symptoms of
the dreaded COVID-19
with former captain-
t u r n e d - c o m m e n t a t o r
Ramiz Raja claiming that
it could be England’s Alex
Hales. 

The PSL had entered the
knockout stages and semi-
final matches were due to
be played on Tuesday and
final on Wednesday in
Lahore. The PCB had also
shortened the league by
four days considering the
worsening coronavirus
situation but was forced to
call it off on Tuesday. 

“...this new development
came after a player who
left Pakistan told us that
(he has) symptoms and
this (decision to suspend

PSL) isn’t in light of being
panicked...we made our
decision after thorough
deliberation,” PCB CEO
Wasim Khan said. 

“But before this there
was no suspected case at
all, which is why the deci-
sion wasn’t made before,”
he added.

Pakistan’s former Test
captain Raja claimed that
Hales might be the player
being suspected. As a pre-

cautionary measure, all
PSL players and broad-
casters are now being test-
ed for the virus. 

“What I know is that he
is yet to have tests but we
don’t know whether the
symptoms he has is of
Corona or not. But we all
now need to be very cau-
tious and obviously adopt
a common sense approach
to deal with this prob-
lem,” Raja said. 

Responding to a ques-
tion Khan said that the
Karachi Kings team had
reservations about play-
ing in the tournament and
the decision was then
made after consulting all
the franchises. “We have
done everything to ensure
health and safety of every-
one because of the coron-
avirus and we consulted
the government and
health officials in all deci-
sions,” he said. — PTI

Hales confirms
symptoms, yet
to be tested
London, March 17:
England batsman Alex
Hales on Tuesday said
he has gone into self-iso-
lation due to fever and
persistent dry cough
after returning midway
from the now-postponed
Pakistan Super League
(PSL) but is yet to get
himself tested for the
dreaded COVID-19.

“Like many other over-
seas players, I reluctant-
ly left the Pakistan
Super League early
because with COVID-19
reaching global pandem-
ic status, I felt it was
more important to be
with my family rather
than face a period of
lockdown thousands of
miles from home,” Hales
said in a statement after
the PCB's comment. 

“I returned to the UK
in the early hours of
Saturday morning feel-
ing perfectly fit and
healthy and with
absolutely no symptoms
of the virus,” he added. 

Hales plays for Karachi
Kings in the PSL.
“However, I awoke early
on Sunday morning hav-
ing developed a fever
and followed the govern-
ments advice of self-iso-
lation, a process I am
obviously still following
having developed a dry
and persistent cough.

— PTI

I thought it was a joke: Richardson
recalls his coronavirus nightmare
Melbourne, March 17:
Quarantined briefly for
suspected COVID-19
before being found nega-
tive, Australian pacer
Kane Richardson says he
thought it was all a joke
at first.

It all happened during
the ODI series against
New Zealand but he did
not rejoin the squad as
the series was called off
considering the worsen-
ing COVID-19 situation.
“I was at risk because I’d
travelled overseas within
(the previous) two weeks
and I had one of the four
symptoms, so that was

the reason I got tested,”
the 29-year-old told crick-
et.com.au’s ‘The
Unplayable Podcast’. 

“I thought it was all a
joke at the time but (the
team doctor) was
adamant it wasn’t.” The
fast bowler said he was
not expecting a positive
test result. 

“He (team doctor) spoke
to various people on the
phone to make sure he
was doing the right thing
and got the biggest swab
I’ve ever seen out and
stuck it into the back of
my nose and back of my
mouth, so it wasn’t a

pleasurable experience
but that was the protocol
so I was happy to go
along with it. 

“I wasn’t expecting a
positive result and
thankfully that’s what
happened … I’m all good
and I got the OK to go
outside and in the fresh
air again,” said
Richardson. 

With sporting events
around the world can-
celled or postponed indef-
initely, there is also
uncertainly over the IPL
which has been post-
poned till at least April
15. — PTI

● The whole of PSL
is being held in
Pakistan for the
first time in the
league’s history.

● PCB announced
that the remaining
PSL 2020 matches
will be rescheduled
later.

Crew members pack up their equipment at the Gaddafi Cricket Stadium in Lahore as
the Pakistan Super League was suspended on Tuesday. — AFP

Alex Hales plays for
Karachi Kings in the
Pakistan Super League.
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New Delhi: Four minors, includ-
ing two track and field athletes,
have been placed under provi-

sional suspension after they
returned positive for banned

substances in tests conducted
by the National Anti-Doping

Dope Agency.
The two minor track and field

athletes returned positive in the
tests conducted during the 17th

Milo National Inter District
Junior Athletics Meet last

November in Tirupati, Andhra
Pradesh. 

The boxer was handed provi-
sional suspension on February

6. The volleyball player also
returned positive from the test

conducted during the 65th
National School Games

Championship last year and
was provisionally suspended on

January 31.
Asian junior hammer throw

champion Ashish Jakhar also
tested positive and has been
placed under provisional sus-

pension. — PTI

FOUR JUNIOR
ATHLETES FAIL

DOPE TESTS

TAKES

Laussane, March 17:
The International
Olympic Committee said
on Tuesday that it was not
the time for “drastic deci-
sions” over the staging of
the Tokyo Olympics,
which has not yet been
postponed because of the
deadly coronavirus pan-
demic.

“The IOC remains fully
committed to the Olympic
Games Tokyo 2020, and
with more than four
months to go before the
Games there is no need for
any drastic decisions at
this stage; and any specu-
lation at this moment
would be counter-produc-
tive,” the IOC said in a
statement after its execu-
tive board met in
Lausanne.

The Tokyo Olympics are
scheduled to run between
July 24-August 9, but the
year's biggest sporting
event is as yet one of the
sole sporting competi-
tions to have survived a
postponement in the wake
of the Covid-19 outbreak
that has caused more than
7,400 deaths and infected
more than 180,000 around
the world.

The IOC statement fell
shortly after news that
both this summer’s Euro
2020 and Copa America
were to be postponed by
one year to 2021.

“This is an unprecedent-
ed situation for the whole
world, and our thoughts
are with all those affected
by this crisis,” the IOC
said.

“The situation around
the Covid-19 virus is also
impacting the prepara-
tions for the Olympic
Games Tokyo 2020, and is
changing day by day,” the
IOC added.

The IOC encouraged all
athletes to continue to
prepare for the Tokyo
Games “as best they can”.

“The IOC has confidence
that the many measures
being taken by many
authorities around the
world will help contain
the situation of the Covid-
19 virus.” One of the
results of the virus out-
break has been the cancel-
lation of qualifiers, in a
number of sports, for the
Tokyo Olympics.

But the IOC insisted it
would work to surmount
any difficulties that threw
up.

— AFP

Panic another day
Not the time for drastic changes: IOC

A woman wearing a facemask, amid concerns over the spread of coronavirus, sits at a bus stop in front of a Tokyo
2020 Olympics advertisement in Bangkok, Thailand, on Monday. — AFP

Madrid, March 17: A 21-
year-old youth football
coach has died in Malaga
after contracting the
dreaded coronavirus, his
club said.

Francisco Garcia, a youth
team coach of Spanish
league second division side
Atletico Portada Alta, was
found to be suffering from
leukaemia after being
rushed to a local hospital
with severe Covid-19 symp-
toms.

“We want to express our
deepest condolences to the
family, friends and close
friends of our coach
Francisco Garcia who has
left us, unfortunately. Now,
what do we do without you,
Francis?” the club, which
played in Spanish league’s
second tier, said.

“How are we going to con-
tinue conquering in the
league? We don’t know
how, but we will surely do
it for you. We will not for-
get you, rest in peace, phe-
nomenon. Until forever,”
the club added.

Local media quoted med-
ical experts as saying that
Garcia could have survived
had he not been suffering
from leukaemia.

Garcia has become the
fifth and youngest victim
of the illness in the region.

The Spaniard died on
Sunday after testing posi-
tive for Covid-19 last week,
having been sent to the
Regional Hospital of
Malaga for treatment.

Spain has become one of
the most affected countries
in the world with more
than 300 deaths and above
9,000 confirmed cases of
the dreaded virus.

— PTI 

Lausanne, March 17:
UEFA has postponed the
European Championship,
due to take place across the
continent in June and July
this year, until 2021 after
holding crisis meetings on
Tuesday, European foot-
ball’s governing body
announced.

The move comes with
global sport having largely
ground to a halt due to the
ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic which has led to
lockdowns in several coun-
tries and border closures.

“The move will help all
domestic competitions,
currently on hold due to
the Covid-19 emergency, to
be completed,” UEFA said
in a statement.

The move comes with
most of Europe’s domestic
leagues having ground to a
halt over the last week as
football confronts its
biggest issue in modern
times.

The UEFA Champions
League and Europa League
competitions for clubs
have also been suspended,
with both still in the last-16
stage, but postponing the
European Championship
for national sides means
they, along with national
leagues, will have the
chance to be completed,
assuming travel restric-
tions are lifted in time.

Italy was supposed to
host the opening game of
Euro 2020 in Rome. The
head of the Italian football
federation, Gabriele
Gravina, had already led
calls for the Euros to be
postponed. Euro 2020 was
due to be held in 12 differ-
ent cities across the conti-
nent, from as far apart as
Dublin and Bilbao, to Saint
Petersburg and Baku.

The semifinals and final
were due to be played in
London and there would
considerable knock-on
effects to postponing the
competition — the

women’s European
Championship is sched-
uled to run from July 7 to
August 1 next year.

UEFA have also planned
to stage an Under-21 Euros
in Hungary and Slovenia
in June next year.

Twenty of the 24 teams
set to take part in the Euro
have already qualified, but
play-offs to determine the
final four participants, due
to be played later this
month, will have to take
place at a later date. 

COPA AMERICA ALSO
GETS CALLED OFF 

The Copa America was
postponed until 2021 on
Tuesday because of the
coronavirus outbreak.

South American soccer
body CONMEBOL said the
tournament in Colombia
and Argentina will be
played between June 11
and July 11 the same dates
as the postponed European
Championship.

“It is an extraordinary
measure for an unexpected
situation, and it answers
the fundamental need to
avoid an exponential devel-
opment of the virus, which
is already present in all
countries that are mem-
bers of the confederation,”
CONMEBOL President
Alejandro Domnguez said
in a statement.

— Agencies

Youth coach loses
life to coronavirus

Minister cancels camps barring ones for Olympics

Euro postponed
until next June

New Delhi, March 17: All
national camps, except for
those where athletes are
preparing for Tokyo
Olympics, were on
Tuesday postponed until
further order in view of
the Covid-19 pandemic
with the Sports Authority
of India (SAI) making
arrangements for the
return of the trainees to
their homes.

Sports Minister Kiren
Rijiju said the academic
training at the National
Centre of Excellence and
Sports Auhtority of India

Centres will also be sus-
pended. The Olympics are
scheduled for July-August
this year.

“Due to Covid-19, SAI has
decided that: All National
camps shall be postponed
except for those where ath-
letes are being trained as
part of Olympics
#Tokyo2020 preparation,”
Rijiju tweeted.

“Academic training in
National Centre of
Excellence & STCs shall be
suspended till further
order,” he added.

Rijiju said the move is

temporary and precaution-
ary and training will
resume if the situation
caused by the pandemic
improves.

“This is just a temporary
and precautionary step for
the safety of our
sportspersons. I appeal all
our young athletes not to

be disheartened. We will
resume the academic
trainings soon after
assessing the situation.”

Later SAI stated that no
tournament, sports func-
tion, seminar and work-
shop will be held till clear-
ance is obtained and
restrictions are with-

drawn by the authorities.
Hostel facilities of the

trainees, however, might
be kept open till March 20
to avoid inconvenience to
athletes. “Athletes who
have an exam to take in the
next few days will be
allowed to stay at the cen-
ter and take the exam.
However, it is being
ensured that all health pro-
cedures are followed and
the highest level of
hygiene is maintained so
that athletes staying back
do not catch an infection,”
SAI said.

“All other trainees are
being sent back home after
intimation to parents and
while following travel pre-
cautions. Those who have
their home town within
400 kilometers of the cen-
tre will be provided AC-3
tier train ticket. Those
whose hometowns are
beyond 400 kilometers will
be provided with an air
ticket,” SAI added.

In India, the shooting
World Cup and Indian
Open Golf has been post-
poned so far, while bad-
minton’s India Open was

also deferred after the
Badminton World
Federation (BWF) sus-
pended all World Tour and
sanctioned events.

A few days back, the gov-
ernment had issued two
advisories regarding train-
ing and competition of
athletes.

The ministry had told
those, who were training
and taking part in the
events abroad especially
for Tokyo Olympics quali-
fiers, to continue their
competitions.

— PTI

Pandemic hits Japan Oly biggie
Tokyo, March 17: Japan
Olympic Committee
deputy chief Kozo
Tashima said on Tuesday
that he had contracted
coronavirus, as doubts
increase over whether
Tokyo can safely host the
Summer Games.

“Today, my test result
showed positive for the
new coronavirus,”
Tashima said in a state-
ment, issued via the
Japan Football
Association, which he
also heads.

“I have a mild fever.
Examinations showed a
symptom of pneumonia,
but I’m fine. I will concen-
trate on treatment follow-
ing the advice of the doc-
tors,” he said.

Japanese officials insist
that the summer Games
— due to start in July —
will take place as sched-
uled despite rising specu-

lation that it might be
postponed or even can-
celled due to the virus.

Tashima said he had
been on a business trip
since February 28, first
heading to Belfast to
attend the annual general
meeting of the
International Football
Association Board (IFAB).

From March 2, he visit-

ed Amsterdam for a Union
of European Football
Associations (UEFA)
meeting to give a presen-
tation on Japan’s bid for
the 2023 women’s World
Cup.

And On March 3, he
attended a general meet-
ing of the same body.

“In Amsterdam and in
Europe in early March,

the level of nervousness
against the novel coron-
avirus was not the same
as now,” he said in the
statement.

“Everyone was still
doing hugs, handshakes
and bises (cheek kiss-
ing).”

He then travelled to the
United States to watch the
Japanese women’s team
in action and to lobby for
the women’s World Cup,
before returning home on
March 8.

“In the United States,
too, the sense of crisis
about the novel coron-
avirus was not as serious
as now,” he said.

He began feeling chills
and experienced a mild
fever from Sunday. He
went to a local public
health centre on Monday
and told them about his
travel history.

— AFP

French Open put
off to September

Francisco GGarcia

Kozo TTashima

German league on
hold until April 2

Diamond League
events postponed

● Japan Olympic
Committee deputy
chief Kozo Tashima,
who had been on a
business trip since
Feburary 28 to
Ireland, the
Netherlands and
other European
countries, has
tested positive for
Coronavirus.

Paris: The French Open tennis
tournament has been post-

poned for about four months
because of the coronavirus

pandemic, shifting from May to
September.

The French tennis federation
announced the decision on

Tuesday.
Main-draw matches for the

clay-court tournament at
Roland Garros in Paris were

scheduled to begin on May 24.
This is the first instance of a

Grand Slam tournament being
affected by the virus that has
spread around the world. The

next major tennis championship
currently on the calendar is

Wimbledon, which is slated to
start in late June in England.

The BNP Paribas Open in
Indian Wells, California, a com-

bined men's and women’s event
considered the sport’s fifth

major, was the first significant
change to the tennis calendar

when its postponement was
announced March 8 because of

of the spread of pandemic
Covid-19.

— AP

Frankfurt Am Main, Germany:
The 36 clubs in Germany’s two

top divisions have accepted the
proposal by the German

Football League (DFL) to put
the competitions on hold until
April 2 due to the coronavirus

pandemic, the DFL’s chief exec-
utive said on Monday.

The Bundesliga and second-
tier sides agreed on the move

during a general meeting in
Frankfurt and will come togeth-
er again in April to make anoth-

er decision.
“It doesn’t mean we will

restart the competition after
this date,” chief executive

Christian Seifert said.
“Our biggest enemy is the

coronavirus, but our second
biggest enemy is the state of

uncertainty.
“For now, no-one can say in

good faith when football will
restart. It’s too early to be able

say the season won’t come to
an end,” Seifery added.

— AFP

Paris: The opening three track
and field meetings on the elite

Diamond League circuit have
been postponed in response to

the growing global crisis
around the new coronavirus.

The meetings affected are
Doha on April 17, Shanghai on

May 16 and another Chinese
venue that was yet to be

named, on May 9.
“This decision was made in

close consultation with organis-
ing committees, local authori-

ties and sports governing bod-
ies,” Diamond League organis-

ers said in a statement.
Organisers added that the

current plan was to stage the
Shanghai event on August 13.

New dates for Doha and the
second meeting in China

remain to be announced, with a
possibility being that they

could be held after the
September 9-11 Diamond

League final in Zurich. 
— AFP

Footballer
positive for
Covid-19
Berlin, March 17: An
unnamed Hertha Berlin
team player tested positive
for the new coronavirus on
Tuesday, prompting the
club to place the team and
staff in quarantine at
home for 14 days.

The team was due to
return to training after
three days of individual
exercise, but this was
scrapped in a bid to con-
tain the virus. The club did
not say which player con-
tracted Covid-19.

“The player complained
about the usual symptoms
and we immediately sepa-
rated him from the group.
A test then produced a pos-
itive result for the virus.
All players in our squad
must now stay at home for
the next two weeks,”
Hertha doctor Uli
Schleicher said in a state-
ment. — AP

SAI (Sports Authority of India) has decided that: All
National camps shall be postponed except for
those where athletes are being trained as part of
Olympics #Tokyo2020 preparation.

— KIREN RIJIJU,
Union Sports Minister

Tokyo, March 17: Fears
are growing that this
year’s Olympics may be
postponed or axed
because of the coron-
avirus pandemic but
Japan has been here
before — the cancelled
summer Games of 1940
were also due to be hosted
in Tokyo.

Japan’s military
aggression in Asia
forced the annulment of
what became known as
the “Missing Olympics”
after the Games were
switched to Helsinki
before finally being
scrapped because of
World War II.

Tokyo officials origi-
nally touted a bid for the
1940 Games as a way to
show the city had recov-
ered from the devastat-
ing 1923 earthquake,
according to author
David Goldblatt in
his history of the
Olympics entitled “The
Games”.

In much the same
way, Japan has
framed the 2020
Olympics as the
“Recovery Games” — a
chance to show the coun-

try is back on its feet
after the catastrophic
2011 triple disaster of

earthquake, tsunami and
nuclear meltdown.

Tokyo’s 1940 bid was

spearheaded by Jigoro
Kano, the founder of mod-
ern judo and first
Japanese member of the
International Olympic
Committee, who stressed

the importance of bring-
ing the Games to Asia for
the first time.

“I carry a grave resolve.
The Olympics should nat-
urally come to Japan. If

they don’t, the reason
for this must be some-
thing unjust,” said
Kano in his plea to the
IOC.

The Japanese had a
special reason for
wanting to celebrate
1940, as it coincided
with the 2,600th year
since the enthronement
of the nation’s leg-
endary first emperor,
Jimmu.

Tokyo launched an offi-
cial bid in 1932 and
found themselves up
against Rome and
Helsinki.

Japan engaged in a
fierce lobbying campaign
that included pleading
with Italy’s fascist dicta-
tor Benito Mussolini to
step aside in their favour.

“In the you-scratch-my-
back kind of deal that
has become the norm in
international sports poli-
tics, Mussolini announced
with unusual candour,
‘We will waive our claim
for 1940 in favour of Japan
if Japan will support
Italy’s effort to get the
XIIIth Olympiad for Rome
in 1944,” wrote Goldblatt.

— AFP

1940 Tokyo Games that went ‘missing’

A souvenir flag of the 1940 Tokyo Olympics.

REVISED DATES
● Euro: June 11 to
July 11, 2021.

● Nations League:
June 2 to 6, 2021.

● Euro U-21: June
9 to 26, 2021.

● Euro Women: July
7 to Aug.1, 2021.
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