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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 17.00 Hrs)

Forecast  for  Saturday: Thunderstorm  accompanied  with  light
ning  likely at  isolated places over Odisha, West Bengal, Sikkim
coastal Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
eastern Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh and Jharkand

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....34.2....19.8 Kozhikode....................—....36.0....27.4

Ahmedabad...........—....34.5....21.4 Kurnool .......................—....37.9....26.1

Aizawl...................—....25.7....12.5 Lucknow......................—....32.6....17.4

Allahabad..............—....35.2....16.0 Madurai .......................—....37.2....24.4

Bengaluru .............—....35.2....23.3 Mangaluru ...................—....35.8....24.7

Bhopal ..................—....32.0....19.7 Mumbai .......................—....34.1....19.1

Bhubaneswar.........—....33.7....18.4 Mysuru ........................—....35.0....22.3

Chandigarh ...........—....28.5....14.6 New Delhi ...................—....31.4....16.4

Chennai ................—....35.2....24.5 Patna ..........................—........ —........ —

Coimbatore ...........—....36.9....23.8 Port Blair.....................—....31.2....23.8

Dehradun ..............—....28.2....12.2 Puducherry ..................—....33.8....24.2

Gangtok........... 16.8....13.2......8.2 Pune............................—....35.7....18.0

Goa.......................—....34.2....22.0 Raipur .........................—....33.0....22.0

Guwahati ..............—....33.1....16.4 Ranchi ...................... 1.8....30.4....14.0

Hubballi ................—....36.0....23.0 Shillong.......................—....18.4....14.2

Hyderabad ....... 13.8....36.0....20.3 Shimla.........................—....18.5......7.7

Imphal ..................—....27.3....10.4 Srinagar.......................—....19.0......5.0

Jaipur ...................—....33.9....19.4 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....35.6....26.1

Kochi ....................—....33.0....25.6 Tiruchi.........................—....37.4....23.8

Kohima .................—....26.5....10.6 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —

Kolkata .................—....32.5....22.5 Visakhapatnam .......... 0.4....32.6....24.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Jodhpur, Rajasthan
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
262 indicating a severe level
of pollution. In contrast,
Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 39

Ahmedabad..... ..— ..— 13 ..... — .....— ....*

Bengaluru ....... 13 .60 88 ..... — .158 ....*

Chennai .......... ..5 .17 95 ....76 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 18 ..— 34 ..250 .....— ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..3 .52 33 ....90 ...88 ....*

Kolkata........... 22 .57 47 ....63 ...85 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..4 .59 46 ..305 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... ..— .50 10 ....55 .166 ....*

Pune............... 45 .16 80 ....70 ...67 ....*

Visakhapatnam ..— ..— .— ..... — .....— ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

VHP cancels Ram Navami
events across country
KOLKATA

Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP)

cancelled the birthday

celebration of Lord Ram

across the country following

the spread of COVID19. The

celebration was supposed to

take place in the first week of

April. VHP’s secretary general

Milind Parande appealed to

the organisation's members

to cancel the events.

In  an  incident  that  shows
how the fear of coronavirus
has become allpervasive, a
man riding a motorbike was
thrashed  in  Maharahstra’s
Kolhapur  on  Thursday  be
cause he sneezed in public.

The CCTV footage of the

incident went viral on social
media. 

The video showed that a
bikerider stopping and ask
ing  another  rider  why  he
sneezed  without  covering
his face. This led to a heated
exchange, and the man who
had  allegedly  sneezed  was
beaten up. 

Kolhapur man thrashed
for sneezing in public
Press Trust of India

KOLHAPUR

Many Indians have been left
stranded in diff��erent parts of
the  world  owing  to  airlines
“misinterpreting”  travel  ad
visories issued by the govern
ment, according  to a senior
offi��cial of the Ministry of Ex
ternal Aff��airs. 

However,  several  airlines
operating  on  international
routes assert  that  the circu
lars  lacked  clarity,  causing
utter  confusion  on  the
ground. 

“At  least  20  Indians  in
London and 32 at Schiphol,
Amsterdam, were left behind
by  airlines  because  of  the
misinterpretation  of  guide
lines.  Travel  advisories
barred  the  entry  of  passen

gers coming from Europe or
the U.K., but airlines barred
those who had travelled from
Canada  or  the  U.S.  to  these
countries  from  boarding,”
Dammu Ravi, Additional Se
cretary, Ministry of External
Aff��airs, told The Hindu. 

Multiple instances
He  was  referring  to  passen
gers  transiting  through  the
Heathrow airport in London
and Schiphol in Amsterdam
and being carried by foreign
carriers.  He  added  that  In
dian missions in these coun
tries  had  requested  the  air
lines  to  board  these
passengers  but  the  carriers
asked  for  a  clarifi��cation  in
writing.

It  is  evident  from  social
media accounts that such in

stances are not restricted to
one or two countries, but are
widespread.  Business  con
sultant Rajesh Saigal took to
Twitter to post his appeal to
External  Aff��airs  Minister  S.

Jaishankar and ask how India
could deny the return of  its
own citizens. He was offl��oad
ed  by  Singapore  Airlines  as
he transited through Manila. 

“Almost every country has

banned tourist visas, so peo
ple have to be allowed back
to their countries. I am only
asking  you  to  open  your
doors to Indians,” Mr. Saigal
said in a video. 

Transit ignored
The Hindu spoke  to  execu
tives of several airlines, who
blamed the language of diff��e
rent  advisories  banning  en
try  of  passengers  for  the
chaos. A senior executive of
an  international airline  said
many advisories omitted the
status of passengers in tran
sit, i.e., those travelling from
a country from where there
is no ban but catching a fl��ight
from which there is, or vice
versa.  This led  to  much
confusion.

For instance, a circular is

sued on March 16 read, “Tra
vel of passengers from mem
ber  countries  of  the
European  Union,  the  Euro
pean Free Trade Association,
Turkey and the United King
dom  to  India  is  prohibited
with eff��ect  from 18th March
2020.  The  airline  shall  en
force this at the port of initial
departure.” 

When  asked,  offi��cials  of
the  Ministry  of  External  Af
fairs  said  Indian  missions
were  exploring  all  options
for the return of passengers
home,  but  with  the  govern
ment deciding to suspend all
incoming fl��ights from March
22 for a week, thousands of
Indians  around  the  world
wanting to return have only
one day, Saturday,  to fi��nd a
way home.

Lack of clarity left Indians stranded abroad 
Airlines blame language of diff��erent advisories banning entry of passengers for the confusion at various airports

JAGRITI CHANDRA 

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELHI

About time: Students stranded in Kuala Lumpur arriving at the
Vizag airport on March 18. * K. R. DEEPAK

The Assam government has
decided  to  transfer  $2,000
to residents of the State who
have been stranded abroad
for  a  month  and  unable  to
return home due to the glo
bal shutdown following the
COVID19 outbreak.

The fi��nancial assistance is
not for NRIs or people who
have been working or study
ing for a substantial period
of time and have houses or
hostels to stay in.

“We will be notifying an
email  ID  tomorrow  (Satur
day)  for  Assamese  people
stranded  because  of  shut
down  of  communication
due  to  the  pandemic.  We
will transfer $2,000 to their
accounts  if  they  went
abroad  in  the  last  30  days
according  to  the  date  of
stamping  in  their  pass
ports,” Assam’s Finance and
Health  Minister  Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Friday.

“This  is  for  tourists  and
people who went for train
ing, workshops or seminars
and shortterm assignments
and not for those who have
been  living  abroad  perma
nently or for more than 30
days. If they remain strand
ed  for  a  longer  period  of
time, we will deal with  the
situation  accordingly,”  he
said.

Mr.  Sarma  also  said  the

State government will help
the stranded people if their
visa  or  passport  expires.
“We will take up such cases
with  the  embassy  con
cerned,” he added.

Infl��ow monitoring
The  Finance  Minister  said
all passengers arriving at air
ports,  railway  stations  and
bus stations across the State
from  outside  would  be
stamped on the hand from
March 22. The stamp on the
hand of such incoming pas
sengers  will  read:  “Assam
needs  social  distancing.  I
volunteer  to  be  home  qua
rantined up to...”

He justifi��ed the move as a
necessity  so  that  people
who might be symptomatic
do not spread the virus.

Other  measures  include
instructions to railways and
operators of public and priv
ate  commercial  vehicles  to
carry as many passengers as
there are seats. “Buses vio
lating this rule will be confi��s
cated,” he said.

Markets under watch
Mr.  Sarma  also  said  that
municipal  offi��cials  have
been asked to assess the ma
jor  markets  and  shopping
malls so that they do not ac
commodate  more  than  a
specifi��ed number of people
calculated  on  the  basis  of
fl��oor space.

Assam residents stuck
abroad to get $2,000 
Tourists from State main benefi��ciaries

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI In order to provide support
to physicians and hospitals
across India to manage CO
VID19  treatment,  the  Un
ion Health Ministry has set
up a 24x7 call centre at the
All India Institute of Medi
cal Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi.
The unit will be manned by
top doctors who will off��er
telephonic  guidance  on
protocols to be followed.

“This support system is
crucial to inform hospitals
about  the  new  treatment
protocols  for patients and
staff��  directly  dealing  with
this highly infectious virus.
This  will  also  ensure  un
iformity  and  quality  con
trol in treatment across In
dia,” a senior health offi��cial
told The Hindu.

She added that the facil
ity  would  off��er  guidance
and  support  to  manage
critically  ill  patients  and
would ensure that the State
governments  and  the
Centre worked together.

Meanwhile,  the Depart
ment of Biotechnology and
Biotechnology  Industry
Research Assistance Coun
cil  have  now  invited  pro
ject proposals for develop
ing  diagnostics,  vaccines,
novel therapeutics, repur
posing of drugs or any oth
er intervention for control
of  COVID19  by
industry/academia.

Call centre 
at AIIMS for
COVID-19 aid

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

Following  Prime  Minister
Narendra  Modi’s  call  for  a
‘Janata Curfew’ on Sunday,
the Indian Railways has de
cided  that  no  passenger
train will originate from any
railway station in the coun
try from midnight to 10 p.m.
on  Sunday.  In  addition,  no
mail,  express  or  intercity
trains originating between 4
a.m. and 10 p.m. will oper
ate on March 22.

“Keeping in view the fact
that  demand  for  rail  travel
will be vastly  reduced dur
ing  the  Janata  Curfew,  that
is, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. on March
22,  2020,  (Sunday),  Zonal
Railways are hereby advised
to  regulate  services…,”  the
Railway Board order said.

Suburban trains hit
The move will impact about
2,400 passenger trains and
approximately  1,300  long
distance  mail/express,  and
intercity  trains.  As  per  the
order,  such  train  services
that are already running at 7
a.m.  on  Sunday  will  be  al
lowed  to  reach  their
destination.

All suburban train servic
es in Mumbai, Delhi, Kolka
ta, Chennai and Secundera
bad  will  be  reduced  to  a
minimum as well. 

Further,  the  order  in

structed  that  adequate  ar
rangements may be made to
facilitate hasslefree refund
to  passengers  aff��ected  by
train cancellations.

“Zonal railways will keep
a close watch on  the  situa
tion  at  major  stations  and
where needed order special
trains  to  clear  rush  of  pas
sengers who may be strand
ed  at  stations  despite  ad
vance public notice,” it said.

IndiGo to cut fl��ights
IndiGo,  India’s  largest  air
line,  announced  that  it
would operate only 60% of
its  normal  domestic  sche
dule on March 22 to accom
modate  those  with  urgent
travel  requirements  in  res
ponse to Prime Minister Na
rendra Modi's call for a Jana
ta  Curfew  in  view  of  the
COVID19 pandemic.

Railways anticipate lack of demand

special correspondent

mumbai

Arrangements for hassle
free refund of fares to
passengers will be made.

No trains to run 
on ‘Janata Curfew’

Rajnath briefs Esper on
eff��orts to tackle virus
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh held a telephonic

conversation with his U.S.

counterpart Mark Esper on

Friday evening and briefed

him about Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s initiative to

coordinate efforts in South

Asia to tackle COVID19, the

Defence Ministry said.

IN BRIEF

Tamil Nadu govt. 
closes its borders
CHENNAI

Continuing with its

precautionary measures

against the COVID19

outbreak, the Tamil Nadu

government on Friday

evening imposed restrictions

on vehicular traffic from

Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra

Pradesh. The restrictions will

be in force till March 31.

Five more positive
cases in Gujarat
AHMEDABAD

Five more cases of COVID19

were reported from Gujarat,

even as the State scrambled

to contain its spread by

taking stringent measures,

including closing access to

government offices for the

public, shutting down paan

and gutkha shops, and

curtailing mass transport

services.

Prices of sanitisers,
surgical masks capped
NEW DELHI

Retail prices of hand

sanitisers have been capped

at ₹��100 for a 200 ml bottle,

a notification by the Ministry

of Consumer Affairs said on

Friday. The prices of surgical

masks (3 ply) and nonwoven

masks also were capped at

₹��10 and ₹��8 respectively. The

notification would remain in

force until the 30th of June.

Muzaffarnagar jail to ban
visitors on Sunday
MUZAFFARNAGAR

The Muzaffarnagar district jail

authorities will not let visitors

meet inmates on Sunday

when ‘Janata curfew’ will be

in force to prevent the spread

of COVID19, officials said on

Friday. Jail superintendent

A.K. Saxena said masks have

been provided to more than

600 inmates including the

elderly and those with

illnesses to protect them for

getting infected. PTI 

COVID19: four test
positive in Jabalpur 
BHOPAL

The novel coronavirus has

made its foray into Madhya

Pradesh, with four persons

testing positive in Jabalpur on

Friday, according to the

District Collectorate. An

official said, “Three persons

who returned from Dubai and

one from Germany have

tested positive. They have

been shifted to the medical

college.” 


