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NATION

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with light
ning, hail and gusty wind very likely at isolated places over Ra
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra and with lightning at
isolated places over Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala, Gujarat,
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab and Delhi.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....31.8....18.2 Kozhikode....................—....36.8....26.0

Ahmedabad...........—....37.7....25.3 Kurnool .......................—....38.6....24.8

Aizawl...................—....25.6....13.7 Lucknow......................—....32.7....18.5

Allahabad..............—....34.8....19.5 Madurai .......................—....38.2....25.6

Bengaluru ........ 14.8....34.4....20.8 Mangaluru ...................—....35.2....25.5

Bhopal ..................—....36.1....20.4 Mumbai .......................—....32.0....22.5

Bhubaneswar.........—....34.2....20.5 Mysuru ........................—....35.1....23.0

Chandigarh ...........—....29.4....18.4 New Delhi .............. 32.2....19.2........ —

Chennai ................—....33.6....24.0 Patna ..........................—........ —........ —

Coimbatore ...........—....35.5....24.0 Port Blair.....................—....31.7....22.6

Dehradun ..............—........ —........ — Puducherry ..................—....32.8....23.8

Gangtok........... 13.2....14.3......8.3 Pune............................—....37.8....21.9

Goa.................. 00.0....00.0....00.0 Raipur .........................—....35.4....20.0

Guwahati ......... 00.0....00.0....00.0 Ranchi .........................—....31.2....18.8

Hubballi ................—....34.0....21.0 Shillong.................... 0.6....19.2....14.4

Hyderabad ............—....34.6....22.4 Shimla...................... 0.2....18.2......9.2

Imphal ............. 14.2....26.6....12.4 Srinagar.................... 7.6....11.8......9.6

Jaipur ...................—....29.8....20.7 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....33.7....25.4

Kochi ....................—....32.4....25.8 Tiruchi.........................—....36.7....24.0

Kohima .............. 4.2....20.4....10.7 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —

Kolkata ............ 29.0....32.5....17.1 Visakhapatnam .......... 0.4....32.2....24.2

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Muzaffarpur, Bihar
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
273 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Chandigarh, Punjab
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 35.

Ahmedabad..... 61 .48 17 ....54 .100 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 10 .48 23 ..220 .....— ....*

Chennai .......... 06 .12 40 ....65 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 25 .50 14 ..213 .107 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 02 .29 23 ....68 .....— ....*

Kolkata........... 17 .20 64 ....44 ...50 ....*

Lucknow ......... 04 .24 47 ..252 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 07 .18 10 ....45 .100 ....*

Pune............... 37 .13 62 ....46 ...44 ....*

Visakhapatnam 18 .49 40 ....67 ...84 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Railways may produce
medical items
NEW DELHI

The Indian Railways is

exploring the possibility of

manufacturing select

essential medical items such

as hospital beds, medical

trolleys and sanitizers at its

various production units. In a

communique to general

managers at its production

units, the Railway Board on

Tuesday asked them to

“assess the feasibility to

manufacture these items in

large quantities (as may be

required) at short notice.

Items identified thus may be

communicated to Board

along with its likely

production rate.”

IN BRIEF

HC asks ICMR to give no
discharge instructions
JAIPUR 

The Rajasthan High Court on

Tuesday directed the Indian

Council of Medical Research

(ICMR) to consider the issue

of discharge of coronavirus

infected persons from

hospitals without proper

testing and instruct all

agencies not to send patients

back home unless they were

found virusfree. The court

said cases had been noticed

where the infected persons

were hospitalised again after

their discharge with a

declaration that they were

infectionfree. 

No man’s land: A deserted Sassoon Dock during the lockdown in Mumbai on Tuesday; personnel from the Fire Department disinfecting the KEM Hospital premises in central Mumbai; and an aerial view of Anand ViharKaushambi
metro (DelhiU.P. border), during the lockdown in New Delhi.  * EMMANUAL YOGINI, PRASHANT NAKWE & R.V. MOORTHY 

The Central Reserve Police
Force  (CRPF)  has  readied
19  quarantine  centres
across  the  country  as  CO
VID19 spreads rapidly. 

The  centres  have  been
placed  at  the  disposal  of
the  Ministry  of  Home  Af
fairs,  an  offi��cial  said.  The
capacity  of  the  isolation
wards  is  around  2,000.
They are located in Harya
na,  Assam,  West  Bengal,
Odisha,  Jammu  and  Kash
mir, Madhya Pradesh, Ma
nipur,  Gujarat,  Maharash
tra,  Jharkhand,  Bihar,
Karnataka and Kerala. 

The offi��cial said around
350  CRPF  doctors  were
sent to these centres, hav
ing been trained in treating
COVID19 patients. He said
the CRPF had asked its per
sonnel to declare if their fa
mily members had recent
ly  returned  from  abroad.
“We got to know of 67 cas
es. The families have been
quarantined,” he said.

CRPF readies
19 quarantine
centres

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

In view of the measures instituted to con
tain the spread of COVID19, including so
cial distancing, the ExServicemen Con
tributory  Health  Scheme  (ECHS)  has
allowed veterans with  lifestyle diseases
on  long  treatment  to  purchase  the  re
quired medicines for the month of April
at once.

“One time sanction is hereby accord
ed to reimburse the above expenditure
under individual reimbursement of med
ical claims. The bills for reimbursement
to be submitted by veterans after May 15,
2020,” a ECHS order stated. 

Prescription based
Veterans  can  purchase  all  medicines
based  on  the  prescription  held  —  pre
scribed by polyclinics, service hospitals
and empanelled hospitals. “This will be
implemented with  immediate eff��ect  till
April 30, 2020,” it added.

ECHS allows veterans
to stock medicines 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

How  safe  is  the  newspaper
that you get at your doorstep
every day? As per the World
Health Organisation (WHO),
the likelihood of an infected
person contaminating com
mercial goods is low and the
risk  of  catching  the  virus
that causes COVID19 from a

package  that  has  been
moved,  travelled,  and  ex
posed  to  diff��erent  condi
tions and temperature is al
so low.

This  was  WHO’s  answer
to a question on whether it
was safe to receive a package
from  any  area  where  CO
VID19  has  been  reported.
Precautions at a personal le

vel  are  must,  according  to
K.K. Aggarwal, past national
president of the Indian Med
ical Association.

“Newspapers are like any
other item or material. Take
clothes  for  instance  or
books.  Viruses  can  stay  on
any  surfaces.  So  what  can
you  do?  Wash  your  hands
before  and  after  reading

newspapers  or  books,”  he
said. 

The  WHO  stresses  on
cleaning hands with an alco
holbased hand rub or wash
ing with soap and water, and
avoid touching eyes, mouth
or nose. 

Besides  this,  there  is  the
recommendation for perso
nal distancing as well. 

How safe are newspapers: WHO clarifi��es 
Likelihood of an infected person contaminating commercial goods is low, it says

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

In a bid to fi��ght “fake news”,
rumours  and  speculation
that  have  been  doing  the
rounds on the social media
in  connection  with  the  CO
VID19 outbreak,  the Union
Information and Broadcast
ing  Ministry  has  issued  di
rections to all State govern
ments  to  facilitate
functioning of all print and
electronic media outlets.

In  an  order  issued  on
Monday,  the  Ministry  has
said  proper  functioning  of
the media network is essen
tial  to  create  awareness
among  people,  to  dissemi
nate  important  messages
and also keep the nation up
dated  on  the  latest  status.

“False and fake news need to
be avoided and good practic
es need to be promoted and
these networks play a pivo
tal  role  in  ensuring  the
same,”  the  Ministry  said  in
its directive. 

The Ministry orders come
in the backdrop of the lock

down  across  the  country
limiting  the  movement  of
people and shutting all insti
tutions  and  offi��ces.  Issuing
the  sixpoint  directive,  the
Ministry has  said all opera
tors and their intermediaries
should  be  permitted  to  re
main operational. 

It has urged the State go
vernments  to  facilitate
“smooth  supply  and  distri
bution chain”.

Provisions facilitated
The  media  facilities  should
be permitted to be manned
by  the  staff��  of  the  service
providers. 

“The movement of the ac
credited staff�� of service pro
viders  be  permitted;  the
movement of vehicles carry
ing media persons and oth
ers including provisioning of
fuel may kindly be facilitat
ed,” the order says. 

States must facilitate media
outlets to fi��ght fake news: govt.
Ensure smooth supply and distribution chain, says directive

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Proper functioning of the
media network is essential,
the Ministry said. * AFP

Punebased  MyLab  is  the
fi��rst  indigenous  manufac
turer to be approved for de
ploying its kits for COVID19
testing.

“Congratulations  to  our
Biotech  innovators  fi��rst
make  in  India  COVID  19
diagnostic  kit,”  Renu  Swa
rup, Secretary, Department
of Biotechnology,  tweeted.
Ms.  Swarup  also  leads  the
government’s Biotechnolo
gy Industry Research Assis
tance Council (BIRAC) that
supports  biotechnology
companies, and MyLab was
one of them.

While diagnostic tests for
COVID19 are largely reliant
on foreign companies, sev
eral  labs  in  India  had  ap
plied  to  the  National  Insti
tute  of  Virology,  Pune,  for

getting  their  own  kits  vet
ted.  Written  guidelines  by
the Indian Council for Med
ical  Research  (ICMR)  re
quire  that  only  diagnostic
kits  that  have  been  ap
proved by the United States
Food  and  Drugs  Adminis
tration  or  certifi��ed  by  the
European Union be allowed
to off��er commercial tests for

detecting SARSCoV2. 
However,  Director  Gen

eral  of  ICMR  Dr.  Balram
Bhargava  on  Monday  said
those approved by the NIV
would  be  eligible  for
approval.

The Managing Director of
Mylab Discovery Solutions,
Hasmukh Rawal, told trade
magazine  BioSpectrum In-
dia:  “With  emphasis  on
‘Make in India’ and support
from  local  and  Central  go
vernments,  COVID  19  kit
has been made as per WHO/
CDC guidelines. It was deve
loped in a record time”. 

The  immediate  action
from  regulatory  bodies
(CDSCO/FDA),  evaluation
centre of ICMR, NIV, BIRAC
and  the  Central  and  State
governments  during  this
national  emergency  was
commendable, he said.

Pune lab gets approval for
COVID19 diagnostic kit
Several labs had applied to NIV, Pune, to get their kits vetted

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

MyLab is the fi��rst
indigenous manufacturer to
be approved. * REUTERS

A day after the Indian Coun
cil  of  Medical  Research
(ICMR) approved the use of
hydroxychloroquine as pro
phylaxis by healthcare work
ers taking care of COVID19
cases  and  asymptomatic
household  contacts  of  con
fi��rmed cases, the Council on
Tuesday  cautioned  against
the  unrestricted  use  of  the
drug, stating that “it is still at
an experimental stage and is
not  recommended  for  pu
blic use.”

Hydroxychloroquine is an
antimalarial drug that is also
used  for  treating  rheuma
toid arthritis. The ICMR’s ap
proval  followed  a  recom
mendation  from  its  task
force for COVID19.

“The recommendation is
for empirical use of the drug
based on available evidence
and  is  restricted  for use by
only two categories of peo
ple and under strict supervi
sion  of  a  doctor,”  Director
General  of  ICMR  Balram
Bhargava told The Hindu.

The clarifi��cation comes as
none of the drug approving
agencies  across  the  world,

including  the  FDA,  has
cleared the drug for prophy
laxis  or  for  treating  CO
VID19 patients.

The available evidence of
the effi��cacy of the drug is a
small  study  by  French  re
searchers  involving  26  CO
VID19 patients. 

The study found “signifi��
cant” reduction in viral load
in  over  half  the  number  of
patients at end of six days of
therapy.  The  results  were
published on March 17 in the
International Journal of An
timicrobial Agents even be
fore  the  14day  followup
was completed. 

During  a  White  House
press  briefi��ng  a  few  days
ago, asked  if  there was any
evidence  that  the  drug  can
be used as a prophylactic or
as  treatment  for  COVID19
patients, Director of the U.S.
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases An
thony  Fauci,  said:  “The

answer is ‘no’ as it is [based
on] anecdotal evidence.” 

Despite Dr. Fauci’s clarifi��
cation, two Nigerians are re
ported  to  have  overdosed
on  the  drug  after  hearing
U.S.  President  Donald
Trump  saying  the  drug
could help treat people with
COVID19. A man in Arizona,
U.S., died and his wife was
hospitalised  after  they  self
medicated with a home re
medy  of  hydroxychloro
quine. 

Prof.  Gagandeep  Kang,
executive  director  of  the
Translational Health Science
and  Technology  Institute
(THSTI)  in  Faridabad,  told
The Hindu: “At this moment
there is no evidence availa
ble [about its eff��ectiveness].
There  are  ongoing  trials.
They  must  have  waited  for
the  results.  Even  the  trials
are for treating COVID19 pa
tients  and  not  for
prophylaxis.”

Doctors cautious over use of
malaria drug as virus preventive
ICMR warns
against its
unrestricted use

R. Prasad

CHENNAI 

It is still at an experimental
stage, the Council said. * AFP

The  COVID19  death  toll
touched 10 on Tuesday with
564 confi��rmed cases nation
wide (522 Indian and 42 fo
reign nationals); 40 persons
have recovered and 1,87,904
are currently under surveil
lance. 

Briefi��ng  the  press,  Joint
Secretary,  Health  Ministry
Lav Agarwal said the Centre
has  asked  the  States  to  en
sure  adequate,  earmarked
hospitals  and  ventilator  fa
cilities are made available.

“We  are  also  procuring
more  ventilators  and  look
ing at a prototype made at
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) to increase
the availability of this essen
tial  commodity.  The  Go
vernment  is  also  in  talks
with  personal  protection

equipment manufactures to
ensure that we have enough
and  steady  supply  of  these
commodities,’’ he said. 

Meanwhile, Union Minis
ter of Health & Family Wel
fare Harsh Vardhan, visited
National Centre for Disease
Control  (NCDC)  Control
Room and the testing labo
ratories on Tuesday.

Dr.  R  Gangakhedkar,
head,  epidemiology  and
communicable  diseases,
ICMR said that currently 118
laboratories  are  testing  for
COVID19. 

“Our capacity to test has
gone up to 12,000 samples
per day. Also as per our stu
dy  we  have  estimated  that
India may be able to reduce
its COVID19 cases by up to
62% if social distancing and
quarantines are strictly ob
served,” he said.

118 labs ready to test for
COVID19, says ICMR 
Number of positive cases touches 564 

special correspondent

NEW DELHI

Passengers flock to
airport before lockdown
CHENNAI

Hundreds of passengers

thronged the Chennai airport

in T.N. to leave the city and

flight fares went up manyfold

as the city prepared for a

lockdown. Domestic flight

operations will be suspended

from midnight. As soon as the

announcement came, by

around 5.30 p.m. on Monday,

many rushed to the airport

and by midnight, nearly

10,500 people flew out to

different destinations and

about 8,500 people arrived

here. This continued on the

whole of Tuesday as well,

airport sources said.


