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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast  for  Monday: Light to moderate rain and thunder-
showers with strong gusts likely at a few places in Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kohima, Assam, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram and Tripura. Snowfall expected at isolated places
in Arunachal Pradesh.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala............. 0.7....31.0....18.0 Kozhikode....................—....36.0....26.0

Ahmedabad...........—....33.0....16.0 Kurnool .......................—....36.0....24.0

Aizawl...................—....23.0....13.0 Lucknow......................—....26.0....12.0

Allahabad..............—....30.0....14.0 Madurai .......................—....37.0....25.0

Bengaluru .............—....31.0....22.0 Mangaluru ...................—....35.0....24.0

Bhopal ..................—....29.0....13.0 Mumbai .......................—....28.0....22.0

Bhubaneswar.... 53.4....32.0....19.0 Mysuru ........................—....33.0....21.0

Chandigarh ........ 5.0....25.0....10.0 New Delhi ...................—....25.0....11.0

Chennai ................—....33.0....25.0 Patna ..........................—....29.0....18.0

Coimbatore ...........—....35.0....24.0 Port Blair.....................—....31.0....25.0

Dehradun ..............—....20.0....14.0 Puducherry ..................—....33.0....25.0

Gangtok............. 6.8....15.0......7.0 Pune............................—....34.0....17.0

Goa.......................—....33.0....21.0 Raipur ...................... 1.0....30.0....22.0

Guwahati ..............—....26.0....14.0 Ranchi .................... 14.8....29.0....14.0

Hubballi ................—....33.0....19.0 Shillong.......................—....19.0......8.0

Hyderabad ............—....32.0....22.0 Shimla.........................—....17.0......6.0

Imphal ..................—....26.0....12.0 Srinagar.......................—....12.0......3.0

Jaipur ...................—....27.0....15.0 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.0....25.0

Kochi ....................—....32.0....26.0 Tiruchi.........................—....36.0....25.0

Kohima .............. 1.2....28.0......9.0 Vijayawada ..................—....32.0....23.0

Kolkata .............. 0.9....30.0....21.0 Visakhapatnam .............—....30.0....24.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI) score
of 232 indicating a moderate
level of pollution. In
contrast, Amaravati, Andhra
Pradesh recorded a healthy
AQI score of 33.

Ahmedabad..... ..— ..— 10 ..... — .....— ....—

Bengaluru ....... 12 .60 77 ..... — .117 ....*

Chennai .......... 15 .16 72 ....78 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 39 .50 93 ..271 .215 ....*

Hyderabad ...... ..3 .49 42 ....86 ...88 ....*

Kolkata........... 11 .45 61 ....52 ...57 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..4 .35 47 ..133 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... ..7 .51 .9 ....66 .157 ....*

Pune............... 59 .21 81 ....93 ...89 ....*

Visakhapatnam 12 .35 30 ....26 ...54 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

Woman lecturer tonsures
herself in protest
BHOPAL

A female guest lecturer

shaved off her head in Bhopal

on the occasion of

International Women’s Day,

demanding regularisation of

her college job. Neema Singh,

42, is among the several

teachers in the State who

have been protesting over the

past several weeks,

demanding that the

government make them

permanent employees. PTI

12 firms found violating
SEBI rules in M.P.
INDORE

Twelve investment

consultancy firms in Indore

were found violating

Securities and Exchange

Board of India rules, police

said on Sunday. Raids were

conducted after complaints

were received from 65

investors from Madhya

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,

Maharashtra, Gujarat and

Uttar Pradesh, said a Crime

Branch official. PTI

After Sikkim, the Arunachal
Pradesh government has de
cided to ban entry of foreign
tourists in order to eliminate
any  possibility  of  the  CO
VID19 outbreak in the State.

The  decision  follows  the
Bhutan  government’s  alert
about a 76yearold U.S. citi
zen  who  tested  positive  for
COVID19.  The  man  spent  a
week  holidaying  in  Assam
before leaving for Bhutan.

Offi��cials in Arunachal Pra
desh’s  capital  Itanagar  said
the  State  government  has
stopped  issuing  Protected
Area  Permits  (PAPs)  to  fo
reigners temporarily. 

Arunachal Pradesh is one
of  the  four  northeastern
States  that  a  foreign  tourist
can visit only if he or she pos
sesses a PAP. The other three
states are Manipur, Mizoram

and Nagaland. 
Meanwhile,  the  Konyak

(Naga  tribe)  Union  in  Naga
land has banned the entry of
foreign  as  well  as  domestic
tourists  in  the  State’s  Mon
district. Nagaland’s Chief Se
cretary Temjen Toy had last

week  said  that  the  State
would not restrict tourist in
fl��ow. An offi��cial statement by
the union said the ban was to
prevent people from crowd
ing  venues  of  a  Konyak
spring  festival  in  the  fi��rst
week of April.

The  Assam  government
said  isolation  wards  have
been set up across six medi
cal colleges in the State and
600 beds were earmarked in
case  of  mass  quarantine.
“Till date, there is no case of
COVID19  infection  in  As

sam,”  said  health  commis
sionersecretary  Anurag
Goel. “There  is no shortage
of personal protective equip
ment for the health workers
assigned  to  screen  and  iso
late  suspected  coronavirus
cases," he added.

Arunachal bans entry of foreign tourists
Decision comes after Bhutan’s alert about a COVID-19-infected tourist who had travelled to Assam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI

Preventive steps: Factory workers in Amritsar wearing protective masks following the
COVID-19 scare on Sunday. * PTI

M.K.  Dave,  a  special  judge
hearing  the  case  of  Naroda
Gam  massacre,  part  of  the
2002  riots,  has  been  trans
ferred  by  the  Gujarat  High
Court in a shuffl��e of district
judicial offi��cers. 

Former  Minister  Maya
Kodnani is among the 82 pe
ople facing trial, conducted
by Mr. Dave, who has been
posted  as  Principal  District
Judge in Valsad. His replace
ment  is  S.K.  Baxi,  who
served  as  Principal  District
Judge, Bhavnagar.

Maya  Kodnani’s  lawyer
started  his  fi��nal  arguments
last week. The arguments of

the prosecution and the de
fence have been completed.
The new judge may have to
hear  the  fi��nal  arguments
afresh. 

The court started record

ing  evidence  in  February
2018.

The  Naroda  Gam  mas
sacre is one of the nine ma
jor riot cases investigated by
the Supreme Courtappoint
ed  Special  Investigation
Team, headed by former CBI
Director R.K. Raghavan. Ele
ven  people  of  the  minority
community  were  killed  at
Naroda Gam in north Ahme
dabad  during  a  shutdown
called to protest against the
Godhra train carnage.

Maya  Kodnani  served  as
the Women and Child Deve
lopment Minister in the Ca
binet  of  Narendra  Modi.
Former  VHP  leader  Jaidip
Patel is among the accused.

Judge hearing Naroda Gam
massacre case transferred 
Former Minister Maya Kodnani is among those facing trial

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

Eleven people of the
minority community were
killed in Naroda. * FILE PHOTO

The  iconic  and  endangered
Red Panda  (ailurus  fulgens)
has  fewer  hunters  because
the  younger  generations  of
people across its Himalayan
habitat are losing interest in
animal products, a new stu
dy by wildlife trade monitor
ing  network  TRAFFIC  has
found.

However,  the  reddish
brown  arboreal  mammal,
not  closely  related  to  the
iconic blackandwhite giant

panda, is falling to traps laid
for other animals, such as the
musk deer and wild pigs, the
report said.

“The  news  is  both  good
and  bad  for  the  red  panda,
whose survival is crucial for
the  eastern  and  northeast
ern  and  the  eastern  Hima
layan forests,” Saket Badola,
the head of TRAFFIC’s India
offi��ce,  told  The  Hindu on
Sunday.

The only living member of
the  genus  Ailurus,  the  Red
Panda  is  listed  as  ‘endan

gered’ on the IUCN Red List
of  threatened  species.  The
animal has been hunted  for
meat and fur, besides illegal
capture for the pet trade. An
estimated 14,500 animals are
left in the wild across Nepal,
Bhutan,  India,  China  and
Myanmar.

10-year period
The  report  titled  “Assess
ment of  illegal  traderelated
threats to Red Panda in India
and  selected  neighbouring
range countries” has looked

at a tenyear period from July
2010 to June 2019, and ana
lysed  poaching  and  illegal
trade of the species. 

In  addition  to  looking  at
seizures, the researchers car

ried out market surveys, sur
veys of ecommerce websites
and villagelevel surveys.

About  5,0006,000  red
pandas  are  estimated  to  be
present in four Indian states

55 animals, and also claimed
to  have  witnessed  and/or
confi��rmed reports related to
poaching on six occasions in
volving 15 animals.

Mr.  Badola  emphasised
the  need  for  community
based conservation and pro
tection for the species as its
habitat  stretches  across  re
mote areas. 

The  report  also  recom
mended transboundary law
enforcement  cooperation
through the use of multigo
vernment platforms like SA
WEN (South Asia Wildlife En
forcement Network).

(With inputs from 
Rahul Karmarkar)

of poaching or illegal trade in
Red Pandas in the study pe
riod. “This may indicate that
traditional demand for such
products  has  reduced  over
time and might be indicative
of  the  success  of  awareness
campaigns undertaken in the
areas,” the report said, indi
cating  that  younger  people
were not keen on using  the
pelt or meat of the animal.

“None of the markets had
any parts or products made
of parts of the red panda for
sale,” the survey said.

In  contrast,  experts  from
Nepal reported about 25 inci
dences of Red Panda poach
ing, involving approximately

– Arunachal Pradesh, Megha
laya,  Sikkim  and  West  Ben
gal. This is the secondlargest
population  after  China
(6,0007,000).  Nepal  ac
counts  for  580  animals,
while Bhutan and Mynamar
have no estimate of the ani
mal’s population.

No incidents in India
Red  pandas  have  been  re
ported  from  11  districts  of
Arunachal Pradesh, which is
presumed to hold the largest
red panda population in the
country.

The  researchers  found
that neither India nor Bhutan
had reported any incidences

Though hunters lose interest in Red Panda, traps still snare endangered mammal
Report on wildlife trade reveals drop in poaching in India
and Bhutan; Nepal however, reported 25 incidents 

Shiv Sahay Singh

Kolkata 

At risk: The species has been hunted for meat and fur, besides
illegal capture for pet trade. * FILE PHOTO

A schoolteacher accused of
sexually  assaulting  two  of
his  students  has  been  ar
rested  in  Odisha’s  Jajpur
district.

The teacher was posted
in the Karada Nodal Prim
ary  School  located  under
the  Panikoili  police  limits
of Jajpur.

Extra classes
According to  a  complaint
fi��led  by  the  girl’s  parents,
the  victim  told  them  that
the teacher had repeatedly
assaulted  her  sexually  on
the pretext of taking extra
classes  after  the  school
hours.

The  girl  expressed  her
desire  to  drop  out  from
school. 

After  the  parents  mus
tered the courage to inform
the police, another parent
also  registered  a  similar
complaint  against  the
accused.

Sources said the teacher
was  a  habitual  off��ender
and more parents are likely
to approach the police.

A few  days  ago,  two
teachers  were  arrested  in
Bhubaneswar and Rourke
la on similar charges. 

Odisha teacher
held for
sexual assault

Staff Reporter

BHUBANESWAR

NewSpace India Ltd. (NSIL),
the Department of Space’s se
cond  commercial  arm,  was
formed  to  market  products
and  services  of  the  Indian
Space  Research  Organisa
tion  (ISRO).  NSIL’s  new
Chairman and Managing Di
rector,  G.  Narayanan,  was
earlier a Deputy Director at
ISRO’s  Liquid  Propulsion
Systems  Centre  at  Thiruva
nanthapuram.  In  the  inter
view, Mr. Narayanan speaks
about the role of the fl��edgling
company in the Indian scene
and  in  a  competitive  world
space  market.  Edited
excerpts:

■ NewSpace India Ltd is just

about a year old and already

it has you as its second

chairman and managing

director. How was the past

year in terms of business

goals met and fi��nancial

performance, etc.? What

were the priorities?

I have been in this place for
just under a month.  I came
in after my predecessor here
[Ms.  D.R.  Suma]  superan
nuated in January. So it was a
normal  transition.  For  a

young company, the year has
not been bad.  I cannot give
the fi��nancial fi��gures yet.

NSIL’s mandate is to work
with  Indian  industry  and
create a high technology ma
nufacturing base, especially
for  space  activities.  It  must
realise  ISRO’s  two  satellite
launch  vehicles,  the  PSLV
and the new SSLV [Small Sa
tellite  Launch  Vehicle,  due
for its fi��rst launch in a couple
of months], through our in
dustry.  Some  progress  has
been made in this initiative.
Last year, we invited expres
sions of interest [EoI] for the
PSLV. Evaluation of the EoIs
is  in  the  fi��nal  stage  and  we
are preparing to issue an RFP
[request for proposal].

NSIL had its customers on
two  recent  PSLV  launches.
We have some inquiries. You
may  hear  from  us  shortly
about some of the forthcom
ing  contracts.  Getting  small
spacecraft and satellite com
munication services are oth
er thrust areas. In the area of
technology  transfer  we  are
identifying potential takers.

■ What are the plans for the

second year?

Basically we should be build

ing on the work done in the
fi��rst year. Finding an  indus
try  partner  to  produce  the
PSLV  is  a  major  activity  we
look forward to in the second
year.  For  the  SSLV  too,  we
hope  to  initiate  production
during  the year, but after  it
makes  the  fi��rst  couple  of
fl��ights.

Starting  as  a  very  lean
company, we are in the pro
cess of fresh recruitments to
fi��ll  posts  across  areas.  In  a
couple  of  months  we  may
double our strength to 1520
people...

■ How do you propose to

push the commercial

production of the PSLV and

the SSLV forward?

The technology of making a
PSLV  is  complex.  Industry
should have wet its hands on
it  while  we  do  some  hand
holding. The EoI is only the
fi��rst step. There were 67 in
terested applicants. After the
RFP,  a  smaller  number  will
be shortlisted. We need just
one production player — who
could  be  a  consortium  of
multiple partners. The SSLV
will  also  follow  the  same
route. It could be entrusted
to  the  same  or  another
player.

■ There is a lot of duplication

in the business areas of the

two commercial arms of the

Department of Space — NSIL

and its older sibling, Antrix

Corporation. How do you

both share the same work,

are there discussions, where

does one company get off�� and

the other one get in? It all

looks very puzzling.

I only  know  about  NSIL’s
mandate.  Coming  as  I  do
from  a  technology  back
ground, I do not know much
about the working of Antrix.
I really cannot say anything
about it.

■ In recent years, many

Indian private sector

companies and startups have

come up in your business

space and they, too, are

off��ering to innovatively make

small satellites and launch

vehicles, etc at low costs.

How does a space PSU hold

its own in this global

competition and coexist

with the rest?

It  would  actually  be  a  good
development if a private sec
tor  player  came  up  and  be
came a competitor to NSIL! I
would  say  that  would  be
NSIL’s  biggest  achievement.
We  need  not  be  worried
about it but can play comple
mentary roles.

■ What is the big picture for

NSIL in the coming years?

We  are  a  nascent  company
and  for  me  to  say  anything
about the long term with my
exposure  of  less  than  a
month  will  be  too  much  at
this  stage.  Probably  in  the
next 45 years, we will be in a
position  to  speak  about  it.
But  yes,  we  do  want  to  be
one  of  the  major  space
players  in the world and an
endtoend service provider
in all space activities.

INTERVIEW | G. NARAYANAN

‘We welcome private sector competition’
Finding PSLV, SSLV makers is a top priority, says CMD of NewSpace India

Madhumathi D.S.

Bengaluru

<> For a young

company,, the year

has not been bad

G.Narayanan

CMD, NewSpace India Ltd

The Ladakh Union Territory
administration on Sunday
decided to close all schools
up to higher secondary level
across Leh district, after a
person with travel history to
Iran died at a local hospital.
Two persons tested positive
for COVID19 in Ladakh on
Saturday.

Schools closed
in Leh district 
special correspondent

Srinagar
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Actor, friends douse 
fi��re along hillside 
PUNE

Renowned actor Sayaji

Shinde and three of his

friends on Sunday got down

from their car near Katraj

tunnel after they saw a blaze

along the hillside and doused

it. The group was on its way

to Satara. PTI

IN BRIEF

PMK  founder  S.  Ramadoss
on  Sunday  criticised  the
Centre’s  announcement
that the census will be car
ried  out  without  gathering
details  about  the  Other
Backward  Classes.  The
Centre’s  move  was  an  af
front  to  social  justice,  he
said.

In a  statement,  the PMK
leader said a castewise cen
sus should be carried out at
least  in  Tamil  Nadu  alone.
“Registrar and Census Com
missioner  Vivek  Joshi  has
said  that  collecting  details
about  OBCs  will  aff��ect  the
quality  of  data  collection
during the 2021 census. This
goes  against  the  promise
made  by  the  Centre.  In
2018, then Union Home Mi

nister  Rajnath  Singh  said
that details about OBCs will
be  collected  as  part  of  the
census,” he noted. 

“Not just reservation, but
social  welfare  schemes
should  also  be  provided  to
people in need. The Centre
should not delay  the caste
wise  census,  thinking  it’s
controversial,” he said.

‘Centre should not back
out of caste-wise census’ 
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI

S. Ramadoss

UAHS develops new
paddy variety
SHIVAMOGGA

As part of its initiative to

prevent decline in the area

under paddy cultivation, the

University of Agricultural and

Horticultural Sciences

(UAHS), Shivamogga, has

developed ‘Sahyadri Megha’, a

new variety of paddy

resistant to blast disease and

rich in nutrients. The research

started in 2009, said Prof.

B.M. Dushyantha Kumar.


