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British PM Boris Johnson out of intensive care

Hundreds of millions of people around the world to spend Easter holidays at home as COVID-19 death toll nears 1,00,000

Recovered patients test
positive in South Korea

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON/ROME

Prime Minister Boris John-
son was recovering in a hos-
pital ward on Friday after
ending three days in inten-
sive care for COVID-19.

The 55-year-old leader left
intensive care at London’s St.
Thomas’ Hospital on Thurs-
day evening and will now be
monitored closely during
what Downing Street called
“the early phase of his recov-
ery”. “He is in extremely
good spirits,” a No. 10 spo-
kesman said.

Mr. Johnson’s improving
condition came as the go-
vernment continues to im-
pose an unprecedented na-
tionwide lockdown to try to
stem the spread of the dead-
ly coronavirus. It announced

another 980 deaths in the
past 24 hours, the highest
daily toll yet, taking the U.K.
total to nearly 8,000, with
more than 65,000 cases so
far confirmed.

Hundreds of millions of
people around the world will
spend the Easter holiday at
home as lockdown measures
intensify to combat the coro-

navirus pandemic, with the
global death toll rapidly ap-
proaching 1,00,000.

The U.S. is now emerging
as the global hotspot of the
virus. More than 1,700 peo-
ple died on Thursday from
almost  5,00,000 cases,
bringing its total death toll to
the second highest in the
world after Italy. It also has
the largest number of cases
anywhere in the world by far.

More than 1.6 million in-
fections have been recorded

Mass burial: Workers wearing personal protective equipment burying bodies in a trench on
Hart Island, in the Bronx borough of New York on Thursday. =ap

globally, according to an AFP
tally. Europe remains the
hardest-hit continent in
terms of cases, with 826,389
and 67,247 deaths. Italy has
the highest death toll at
18,279 followed by Spain
with 15,843.

Improving figures
However, across Europe and
the United States, officials
sought solace in slightly im-
proving figures.

Spain, the third hardest-

War-torn Yemen reports its first case

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DUBAI

Yemen reported its first case
of COVID-19 on Friday in a
southern government-con-
trolled province, raising
fears of an outbreak in the
war-torn country as air
strikes blamed on the Saudi-
led coalition tested a unilat-
eral truce.

The announcement came
on the second day of the
two-week ceasefire declared
by the military coalition sup-
porting the government in

what it said was a move to
help fight the pandemic.
“The first confirmed case
of coronavirus has been re-
ported in Hadramawt pro-
vince,” Yemen’s supreme na-
tional emergency committee
for COVID-19 said on Twitter.

Broken system

Aid groups have warned that
when the coronavirus hits
Yemen’s broken healthcare
system, the impact is likely
to be catastrophic for a
country already in the grip

Pak. seeks extradition of IS
leader from Afghanistan

Farooqi was arrested last week

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has asked Afghan-
istan to extradite a leader in
the local Islamic State group
affiliate who was arrested in
southern Afghanistan ear-
lier this month.

Aslam Farooqi, whose
real name is Abdullah Orak-
zai, is a Pakistani national
wanted in connection with
attacks claimed by the IS in
Pakistan. The Afghan go-
vernment accuses Farooqi
of involvement in last
month’s attack in Kabul on a
Sikh house of worship that
killed 25 worshipers.

In a statement late on
Thursday, Pakistan’s Fo-
reign Ministry said the Af-
ghan Ambassador to Pakis-
tan, Atif Mashal, had been
summoned and told of Pa-
kistan’s worries about the
activities of the Islamic State
affiliate, known as the IS-
Khorazan, headquartered

in eastern Afghanistan.

“Since Aslam Farooqi was
involved in anti-Pakistan ac-
tivities in Afghanistan, he
should be handed-over to
Pakistan for further investi-
gations,” the Ministry state-
ment said Farooqi was ar-
rested last weekend along
with 19 other IS operatives,
according to Afghanistan’s
intelligence agency.

The upstart Islamic State
affiliate has taken credit for
attacks in Pakistan, includ-
ing one in January in the
southwestern Baluchistan
provincial capital of Quetta
that killed 15 worshipers.

In recent months, Afghan
and American officials claim
the IS has been weakened as
a result of relentless U.S.
bombing raids in eastern Af-
ghanistan as well as military
operations by the Afghan
National Security Forces
and attacks by their rivals,
Taliban insurgents.

~ Alone in prayer

of what the UN calls the
world’s worst humanitarian
crisis. “This is a moment we
all feared, and were hoping
to avoid, because Yemen is
critically under-equipped to
face this virus,” said Xavier
Joubert, country director for
Save the Children in Yemen.
“Only half of Yemen's
health facilities are still fully
functional. There are 700 in-
tensive care unit beds, in-
cluding 60 for children, and
500 ventilators for a popula-
tion of about 30 million.”
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hit country, saw its lowest
day toll in 17 days, and Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez said
on Thursday the “fire started
by the pandemic is starting
to come under control”.

France also reported that
fewer people were in inten-
sive care for COVID-19, the
first fall since the pandemic
broke out.

Anthony Fauci, the U.S.
government’s top pandemic
expert, said the United States
was “going in the right direc-

REUTERS
SEOUL

South Korea on Friday
reported that 91 patients
thought to be cured of the
new coronavirus had tested
positive again.

Jeong Eun-kyeong,
director of the Korea Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, said the virus
may have been “reactivated”
rather than the patients
being re-infected.

Health officials said it
remains unclear what is

tion” after a slight drop in the
daily death rate from Wed-
nesday’s record toll of 1,973.

In New York, the epi-
centre of the virus in the Un-
ited States, the rate of hospi-
tal admissions fell on
Thursday and Governor An-
drew Cuomo said the actions
taken in the state were “flat-
tening the curve”, referring
to attempts to stabilise the
death rate.

Easter pilgrimage sites
across Europe and Asia

Pakistan extends ban
on flight operations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD
Pakistan on Friday extend-
ed the ban on domestic and
international flight opera-
tions up to April 21 as the
country stepped up efforts
to contain the spread of the
novel coronavirus, which
has infected more than
4,500 people in the coun-
try, authorities said.

The total number of cases

in Pakistan has sharply in-
creased to 4,601, with more
than 280 fresh infections,
while the death toll reached
66, Health officials said on
Friday.

The government has an-
nounced various measures
to meet the challenge of CO-
VID-19 pandemic, including
cash payments to the most
needy, which started on
Thursday.

behind the trend, with
epidemiological
investigations under way.

Nearly 7,000 South
Koreans have been reported
as recovered from COVID-19.

False test results could
also be at fault, other
experts said, or remnants of
the virus could still be in
patients' systems but not be
infectious or of danger to the
host or others.

South Korea on Friday
reported 27 new cases,
taking the total to 10,450.

stood empty on Friday,
shorn of the customary East-
er holiday hustle. Even such
hallowed traditions as the
pope’s Easter message are
being revamped - Pope
Francis will live-stream from
the seclusion of his private li-
brary.

“We have to respond to
our confinement with all our
creativity,” the pontiff said.
“We can either get depressed
and alienated... or we can get
creative.”

Wear masks, Melania
urges Americans

First Lady contradicts husband's stance

KATIE ROGERS
WASHINGTON

In a message on Twitter ac-
companied by a picture of
her face partly covered by a
medical mask, Melania
Trump, the First Lady,
urged Americans on Thurs-
day to protect themselves
from the coronavirus by
wearing face coverings in
public, an image all the
more striking because it
contrasted with her hus-
band’s mixed messages on
the subject.

“As the CDC continues to
study the spread of the CO-
VID-19, they’re recommend-
ing people wear cloth face
coverings in public settings
where social distancing
measures can be difficult to
maintain,” she said in an ac-
companying video, refer-
ring to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and
Prevention. After a slow
start to acknowledge the vi-
rus, the First Lady has since
issued a string of public ser-
vice videos meant to echo
guidelines on social distanc-
ing and hand-washing.

But in his news briefings,
President Donald Trump
offers his own interpreta-
tion of the rules: he has told

Melania Trump posted a
photo of herself wearing a
mask on Twitter.

reporters that he would not
be interested in wearing a
mask unless he deemed it
important. Instead, eve-
ryone who comes into close
contact with Mr. Trump
must now be tested for the
virus, including journalists
in the White House briefing
room.

“I don’t know, somehow
sitting in the Oval Office be-
hind that beautiful Resolute
Desk,” the President told re-
porters, “I think wearing a
face mask as I greet Presi-
dents, Prime Ministers, dic-
tators, kings, queens, I don’t
know — somehow, I don’t
see it for myself. I just — I
just don’t. Maybe I’ll change
my mind, but this will pass,
and hopefully it’ll pass very
quickly.” nv Tives

EU strikes €500 billion rescue deal

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON
After weeks of wrangling, EU
member states on Thursday
buried their differences and
agreed to a 500-billion-euro
($550 billion) emergency
plan for a European econo-
my knocked to its knees by
the coronavirus outbreak.
EU Finance Ministers
agreed in late-night talks to
the rescue package aimed at
reducing pain across the 27-
nation bloc, especially har-
dest-hit Italy and Spain.
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Russia probe was started ‘without basis’

Attorney-General Barr says it amounted to an effort to ‘sabotage the presidency’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON
Attorney-General ~ William
Barr believes the Russia in-
vestigation that shadowed
President Donald Trump for
the first two years of his ad-
ministration was started
without any basis and
amounted to an effort to “sa-
botage the presidency”.

Mr. Barr offered no sup-
port for his assertion that the
FBI lacked a basis for open-
ing the investigation and
made no mention of the fact
that the bureau began its
probe after a Trump cam-
paign adviser purported to
have early knowledge that
Russia had dirt on Democrat-
ic opponent Hillary Clinton.

Mr. Barr, who has appoint-
ed a U.S. attorney to lead an
investigation into the origins
of the Russia probe, said the
Justice Department has evi-
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dence there was “something
far more troubling” than just
mistakes during the investi-
gation that eventually
morphed into special coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s probe.

“I think the President has
every right to be frustrated,
because I think what hap-
pened to him was one of the
greatest travesties in Ameri-
can history,” Mr. Barr said in
the interview with Fox News.

The Attorney-General said
the FBI launched its counter-
intelligence investigation in-
to ties between the Trump
campaign and Russia “with-
out any basis.”

“Even more concerning,
actually, is what happened
after the campaign, a whole
pattern of events while he
was President,” Mr. Barr
said.

“To sabotage the presi-
dency, and I think that — or
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at least have the effect of sa-
botaging the presidency.”

Security threat
The Justice Department’s In-
spector General found the
FBI was justified in opening
an investigation into ties bet-
ween the Trump presiden-
tial campaign and Russia —
to protect against a national
security threat — and found
the bureau didn’t act with
political bias.

Mr. Trump and his sup-
porters are counting on dif-

ferent conclusions from the
separate investigation led by
John Durham, the U.S. attor-
ney Mr. Barr selected to exa-
mine the early days of the
Russia probe. Mr. Durham’s
investigation is going on.

Mr. Barr has been a loyal
supporter of Mr. Trump
since becoming Attorney-
General, though their posi-
tive relationship showed
signs of fraying earlier this
year when Mr. Barr said in
an interview that Mr.
Trump’s tweets about ongo-
ing Justice Department cases
made it “impossible” for him
to do his job.

Mr. Mueller concluded
that the Russian government
interfered in the 2016 poll,
but his probe didn’t find suf-
ficient evidence to establish
a criminal conspiracy bet-
ween Mr. Trump’s campaign
and Russia.
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Testing times: A pilgrim standing at the closed door of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, believed by many Christians to be the
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“Europe has decided and
is ready to meet the gravity
of the crisis,” French Fi-
nance Minister Bruno Le
Maire tweeted after the
talks.

He warned earlier in the
day that France’s economy is
expected to shrink 6% this
year, even with the coun-
try’s own 100-billion-euro
relief plan.

Ministers put aside propo-
sals by France and Italy for
pooled borrowing. The
Netherlands relented and let

the deal come through after
pushing hard for Italy and
other affected countries to
undertake economic
reforms.

“Today we answered our
citizens’ call for a Europe
that protects,” Eurogroup
chief Mario Centeno said.

“This response contains
bold and ambitious propo-
sals that didn’t seem possi-
ble just weeks ago,” added
Mr. Centeno, who is also the
Portuguese Finance
Minister.

Angry crowd destroys
UN base in Central Africa

A road accident provoked the attack

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BANGUI

Villagers in Central African
Republic attacked a forward
base used by UN peacekeep-
ers after a civilian was killed
in a road accident, the UN
force said Friday.

The incident happened
on Thursday in Beboura, in
the northwest of the trou-
bled country, said Vladimir
Monteiro, spokesman for
MINUSCA, the UN mission
in the CAR.

“There was an accident
involving a UN vehicle
which led to the death of an
individual. Local people
then decided to attack the
forward military post,” he
said.

“Between 10 and 20 (UN)
troops were there at the
time. We evacuated them.
Two were injured,” he said.

“While we regret this ac-
cidental death, which we
will investigate thoroughly,

we condemn this reaction.
It's not by destroying this
base that people will be pro-
tected,” Mr. Monteiro said.

Incidents of this kind in-
volving MINUSCA, which
deployed in the CAR in
2014, are rare, although the
force is facing criticism from
some politicians and the pu-
blic at a time when the
country is struggling to im-
plement a February 2019
peace deal.

Deeply  impoverished
despite mineral wealth, the
CAR has been in the grip of
violence since 2013.

More than two-thirds of
the former French colony
lies in the hands of armed
groups, who typically claim
ethnic or religious affilia-
tions and often fight over
resources.

According to the UN, 1.6
million people out of a pop-
ulation of 4.7 million are
“extremely vulnerable.”

S. Korea goes to the polls despite virus

To make the voting run smoothly, govt. has mobilised armies of public servants

b

CHOE SANG-HUN
SEOUL

They came wearing masks
and stood in line at 3-foot in-
tervals. They were required
to have their body tempera-
tures taken, to rub their
hands with sanitiser and to
put on disposable plastic
gloves handed out by offi-
cials. Then they entered the
booths and voted, as South
Korea pressed ahead with its
first election in a time of
epidemic.

The coronavirus pandem-
ic is disrupting political ca-
lendars around the world,
causing delays and trigger-
ing electoral chaos in the
U.S. It has provoked voter ire
in Wisconsin, where many
absentee ballots failed to ar-
rive in time and voters were
afraid to put their health at
risk by going out to cast their
ballots. In South Korea, the
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Vote of confidence: Resident casting ballots during early

voting at a polling station in Seoul on Friday. =arp

parliamentary election is
proceeding relatively seam-
lessly so far. The govern-
ment is trying to assure its 44
million eligible voters that it
is safe to leave their homes
to go to the polls.

To make the voting run

smoothly, South Korea has
mobilised armies of public
servants. They have disin-
fected 14,000 voting stations
across the country.

South Koreans were also
allowed to vote in advance
on Friday and Saturday at
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any of the 3,500 balloting
stations opened for that pur-
pose. Anyone showing tem-
perature readings higher
than 37.5 Celsius (99.5 Fah-
renheit) would be stopped at
the gates of polling stations
and escorted to a separate
area to vote. The voter
would then be sent for test-
ing and the voting booth
disinfected.

Officially, the election for
South Korea’s 300-member
National Assembly is sche-
duled to take place Wednes-
day. But nearly 5 million pe-
ople cast ballots on Friday
and more were expected to
vote on Saturday. The ad-
vance voting system, intro-
duced in 2013, is serving as a
dress rehearsal of sorts for
the extraordinary plan dis-
ease-control officials have
designed for an epidemic-
era election. nvrimes
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