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motto now jaan bhi jahaan bhi: Modi

PM-CM meet: States
seck graded easing
for economic activity

DIPANKAR GHOSE,
VARINDER BHATIA,
LIZMATHEW & MANOJCG
NEW DELHI/ CHANDIGARH,
APRIL 11

ABROAD consensus that the na-
tional lockdown should be ex-
tended by at least two weeks till
April-end emerged Saturday af-
ter an almost four-hour meeting
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and state Chief
Ministers. But with several states
pushing for resumption of some
economic activities in regions
with no COVID-19 cases, Modi
said a final strategy would be an-
nounced at the earliest after
studying their suggestions.

Inwhat perhaps gives a clear
indication that the Centre may
accede to states’ demands for
easing, a statement from the
Prime Minister’s Office after the
meeting said, “He (Prime
Minister) underlined that the
motto of the government earlier
was ‘jaan hai to jahaan hai’ but
now is ‘jaan bhijahaan bhi'.” This
points to a nuanced change in
strategy from saving lives a
month ago to saving lives as well
as livelihoods now.

Another indication came
from an announcement by the
Chief Minister of BJP-ruled
Haryana, Manohar Lal Khattar,
who said his state would be di-
vided into three zones — red
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PM Modi, CMs in masks at Saturday’s video-conference. ANI

Our aid not
for Tablighis,
jihadis, write
Assam FT
members

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, APRIL 11

ALETTER offering a donation of
over Rs 60,000 for COVID-19re-
lief work, with names of 12
members of Assam’s
Foreigners’ Tribunals (FTs) listed
as contributors, has specified
that the money should not be
used for providing relief to
those who attended the
Tablighi Jamaat gathering in
Delhi, “jihadis” and “jahil”.

The letter, dated April 7,is ad-
dressed to state Health and
Finance Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma and is signed by
Kamalesh Kumar Gupta, mem-
ber of an FT in Baksa district.

When contacted, Gupta, a
former advocate and notary,
confirmed to The Sunday Express
that he had written the letter but
said he has withdrawn it and
that it was not sent to the gov-
ernment. Onits contents, he said,
“Whatever is there in the letter. ]
do not want to discuss further.”
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INSIDE THE COVID WARD

24 hours in the life of four doctors and nurses on the
frontlines of the battle in the national capital

MOST CMs HIGHLIGHT SHORTAGE OF

financial resources, want FRBM relaxed

Occupants wait in the open on Saturday night after three shelter homes caught fire near ISBT in Delhi. Gajendra Yadav

Fire at crowded Delhi
shelters, residents held

JIGNASA SINHA
& SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

THREE SHELTER homes near
Kashmere Gate Inter State Bus
Terminal in Delhi, which received
migrant labourers after the lock-
down started, were set on fire on
Saturday, a day after occupants
and civil defence volunteers got

into a heated argument during
distribution of food. The area also
saw stone-pelting in the evening
between those living at the shel-
ter homes and police.

By Saturday night, six men
from the shelter homes had
been arrested, Delhi Police’s
Additional PRO Anil Mittal said.

The shelters, housed in porta
cabins, had received many of the
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Odisha shut till April 30, workers
from state hit the streets in Surat

KAMAAL SAIYED
& LEENAMISRA
SURAT, AHMEDABAD, APRIL 11

NEARLY 20,000 migrants em-
ployed in powerloom units in
Laskana area of Surat took to the
streets on Friday night, resorting
to arson and stone-pelting, de-
manding that they be allowed to
go to their homes, mostly in
Odisha. Police arrested 81 people,
who were released on bail on

At a migrant labour colony
in Surat on Saturday. Express

Saturday. The FIR also mentionsa
mob of 1,200 unidentified people.

The anger was provoked by
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik’s decision to extend the
lockdown prompted by coron-
avirus till April 30 in the state.
The labourers said they had been
getting frantic calls from families
to return.

Akshaykumar Pradhan, 23,
belonging to a farming family
from Gopalpur village in Ganjam
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Seeing a fall in rise of cases, says
govt, plans for 1 lakh tests a day

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 11

THE GOVERNMENT is planning
to increase daily testing from
about 15,000aday now to 1lakh
by May 31. This target was shared
with all the states and Union ter-
ritories during the video-confer-
ence chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Saturday.

By April 30, the government
also plans to have 300 testing lab-

oratories in place. A presentation
by the Health Ministry shared at
the video-conference pointed
out that from one testing labora-
tory on January 31, the number
was 220 by April 10, and the tar-
get was to have 80 more labs.
The ministry presentation
also showed that the ‘Compound
Growth Rate’ (calculated over
five days) of cases was declining
in several states. For instance,
Rajasthan came down from a
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Still
waiting
@ forkits

EXPLAINED

THE LACK of enough tests
has been a question re-
peatedly raised since
COVID-19 first surfaced
inIndia. While testing
has been expanded, the
delivery of kits is delayed.

After woman’s SOS for child,
train brings 20 It of camel milk

ABHAGORADIA
MUMBAI, APRIL 11

ON APRIL 4, Chembur resident
Neha Sinha tweeted tagging
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
“Sir,Ihave a 3.5 yrsold child suf-
fering from autism and severe
food allergies. He survives on
Camel Milk and limited qty of
pulses. When lockdown started
[didn’t have enough camel milk
to last this long. Help me get
Camel Milk or its powder from
Sadri (Rajasthan).”

The tweet activated people
across geographies, from
Odisha-cadre IPS officer Arun
Bothra to railway officials in
Rajasthan, and set off an entire
chain of events that ended in 20

The consignment came to
Mumbai from Rajasthan

litres of frozen camel milk and
20 kg of camel milk powder
landing at the Sinhas’ doorstep.
On seeing Sinha’s tweet,
Bothra reached out to the Chief
Passenger Transport Manager of
North West Railway, Tarun Jain,
to seekideas on how to transport
frozen camel milk from the sup-

plier in Rajasthan to Mumbai.
Jain, in turn, discussed the mat-
ter with Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager Mahesh
Chand Jewalia, after which par-
cel cargo train number 00902,
running from Ludhiana to
Bandra Terminus, was given per-
mission to make an unscheduled
halt at Falna station, near Ajmer.
“The supplier of the milk said

he could send the consignment
to Falna station, since that was
the closest. But the station was
not a scheduled halt and it was
decided that the train would
stop there nonetheless. The
goods booking counter at the
station was also opened to col-
lect the parcel. Last night, we re-
ceived confirmation that the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Two more weeks of lockdown, at least

Andhra says finances
precarious, limit curbs
to the 12% mandals hit

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, APRIL 11

ANDHRA PRADESH has asked for
lifting of the lockdown in areas
not affected by coronavirus, with
restrictions. In his discussion
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday, Chief Minister
Y SJagan Mohan Reddy said that
of the 676 mandals in the state,
positive cases had been found in
only 81, while the remaining 595
were untouched.

“We have 37 ‘red zones’ and
44 ‘orange zones’ comprising the
81 mandals. The existing lock-

down should continue in these
81 mandals while there should
be relaxation in the unaffected
mandals (‘green zones’), but
with conditions. Malls, cinema
halls, places of worship, public
transport and schools should re-
main closed, and physical dis-
tancing should be strictly main-
tained,” Jagan said.

At the same time, the CM said
the country should remain
united in the fight against the
virus and it would support and
implement any decision the
Centre finally takes.

With 21 new cases reported
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States flag migrant plight, but in a
bind: homecoming vs health risk

DIPANKAR GHOSE,
LIZMATHEW &MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

THE PLIGHT of migrant workers
stranded in shelter homes across
the country — several questions
about their health and livelihood
—was akey issue raised by many
state governments Saturday in
the third meeting between

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and their Chief Ministers.
While there was a broad con-
sensus on extending the lock-
down to counter the COVID-19
outbreak;, this issue saw different
opinions. Some states pushed for
the migrants to be allowed to
travel back to their home states
amid apprehension of social un-
rest — there was violence in Surat
Friday by workers asking a pas-

sage home. But Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, sources said, in-
dicated that their return was not
feasible at this stage given its
public health implications.
Modi’s announcement of a
nationwide lockdown on March
24, two days after a one-day
Janata Curfew on March 22, had
set off a frantic exodus of mi-
grant workers from cities all
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Man held
under NSA for
attack on cop
tests positive

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, APRIL 11

ONE OF the four accused booked
under NSA for attacking a police
constable in Indore last week has
tested positive for coronavirus,
forcing jail and police authorities
inMadhya Pradesh to be on alert.
Two accused were taken to
Jabalpur jail and the other two to
Satna — NSA detainees are not
keptinjails in their native district.
One of the two accused at
Jabalpur jail had shown symp-
toms while he was being taken
to prison after which both the ac-
cused in Jabalpur were taken to
the isolation ward in Victoria
hospital, a top jail officer said.
The other accused has tested
negative but will be kept in quar-
antine, ADG (Jail) Gaziram
Meena said, adding Indore po-
lice has been informed and per-
sonnel who accompanied the
accused will also be quarantined.
The other two were shifted to
the jail in Satna and Meena
claimed they were kept in a sep-
arate barrack. He said they may
not have got in touch with other
prisoners but admitted jail staff
has interacted with them. Their
samples were collected Saturday.

COVID-19
shadow on J&K
Darbar move

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, APRIL 1T

Forthe first timein 148 years of the
bi-annual Darbar move in Jammu
and Kashmir, only Kashmir-based
officials will now move to the sum-
mer capital of Srinagar while the
restwill work from the winter cap-
ital of Jammu. The decision to
work from “as is where is” comes
inview of the pandemic, as peran
order by the General
Administrative Department.

This follows the J&K adminis-
tration’s decision to have its civil
secretariat function simultane-
ously at the summer and winter
capitals. “The civil secretariat at
Jammu shall continue to remain
functional and move employees
shallwork onasis whereisbasis,”
read the order.

Announcing formal opening
of the civil secretariat and other
Darbar move offices in Srinagar
on May 4, the order clarified that
the arrangements shall be re-
viewed after June 15.

Rlys converts
5,150 coaches to
isolation units

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

INDIAN RAILWAYS has finished
converting 5,150 coachesintoiso-
lation units as Level 1 COVID-19
Care Centre facilities and are in
talks with the Health Ministry to
finalise the deployment protocol.

Each coach can accommo-
date 16 patients.

Asenior official leading one of
the Empowered Groups on out-
break mitigation suggested to the
Railways this week to instead set
up “hospitals on wheels” —apro-
posal Railways has not accepted
citing feasibility issues, sources
said. Sources said the official, ina
meeting with railway officers ear-
lier this week;, also suggested that
Railways could tie up with private
hospitals to carry out this task.
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COUNTRIES WITH THE HIGHEST COVID-19 DEATH RATE RANK POORLY INHDITOO

With the global coronavirus death toll touching around one lakh, Johns Hopkins University tracker data shows
that the five countries with the highest mortality rate are the ones which lack a sufficient and robust health
system and have fared poorly in the latest Human Development Index (HDI) report released by the UN.

EXPLAINED

FROM PAGE ONE

1 lakh tests a day

CGR of 33.6% on March 20 to
21% by April 10, even as its
number of cases rose from 17
to 463.

Similarly, Telangana regis-
tered a decline in CGR from
41.5%to 24.5% during the same
period, while its cases rose
from 17 to 473. In Kerala, the
CGR fell from 4.9% to 3.9%, de-
spite cases increasing from 28
to 357.

The states and UTs that have
shown an increase in CGR in
the same period include
Punjab (a rise from 14.9% to
20.2%, while its cases went up
from two to 132); Uttar
Pradesh (from 12.1% to 19.9%,
as cases rose from 23 to 431);
and Jammu & Kashmir (from
14.9% to 19.7%, as cases in-
creased from four to 184).

By April 10, the government
had alist of 142 hotspots. While
at least 60 districts had more
than 15 cases each and are kept
under the category of “Large
Outbreaks Containment”
zones, 82 districts with less
than 15 cases are in the cate-
gory of “Cluster Containment”
zones.

The ministry data shows
that from 1,200 tests per day in
75 laboratories, comprising a
total of 15,000 till March 20,
testing had been expanded to
7,800 tests per day in 190 lab-
oratories, adding up to 77,000
tests by April 2. Now 15,000
tests are being conducted per
day, with 1.6 lakh tests done till
April 10.

The government has been
changing its testing strategy
since January 30, when India
saw its first coronavirus case.
While only foreign travellers
were being scanned on January
31, the catchment scope was
expanded to healthcare work-
ers, patients with severe acute
respiratory illnesses and con-
tacts. On April 10, the govern-
ment included clusters and an-
tibody tests also in its strategy.

As of now, there are 586
dedicated COVID-19 hospitals
across the country with 1.04
lakh isolation beds, 11,800 ICU
beds and 6,400 ventilators. The
health centres are divided into
three categories: for mild or
very mild or suspect cases; for
clinically moderate patients;
and for severe and critical pa-
tients.

The government said it had
2.84 lakh personal protection
equipment kits while 2.7 lakh
were expected by April 30, and
28.52 lakh N95 masks with an-
other 48.52 lakh expected by
month end.

States in bind

across India attempting to
reach home without means of
public transport.

They walked, some hitched
rides, many scrambled to board
buses hastily organised by lo-
cal governments. Since then,
many are stuck in states with-
out work or pay. Borders have
been sealed, provisions are
coming from the government
with strained NGOs chipping
in.

Earlier this week, the
Centre, in its affidavit to the
Supreme Court, said that there
were as many as 22,567 and
3,909 shelters run by the gov-
ernment and NGOs respec-
tively catering to a total of over
10.36 lakh stranded people.
This is besides the close to 74
lakh people provided for in
food camps and 15 lakh getting
food and shelter in the prem-
ises of the industry or factory

employing them.
Sources said Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav

Thackeray made a forceful plea
for arrangements to help
stranded migrant workers
travel home. He said, it is learnt,
thatit was the responsibility of
the state to arrange for their

safety. Sources said Thackeray
said: “How long are industries
going to keep migrant workers
there..hen the lockdown is ex-
tended. Industries do not have
the capacity to provide shelter.
Moreover, migrant workers
want to go to their home states.
So is any provision being
made?”

States like Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan, too, suggested that
people from their states
stranded elsewhere be brought
back or there could be “prob-
lems.” Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said that if the
situation wasn’t addressed, se-
rious social unrest could take
place and so the government
must have a plan in place. He
suggested that the government
look at non-stop special trains
that would take them straight
to their home states. The
Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration added that if this was
done, workers should be tested
before they are moved.

Not all states were on the
same page, though. Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
calledita Catch-22 and said re-
turning workers could bring
the risk of infection. He left it to
the discretion of the Centre and
red-flagged possible “law-and-
orderissues,” if workers return
amid the pandemic. This
would necessitate the deploy-
ment of police or even the
Army, he is learnt to have said.

Soren said that, on an aver-
age, while those who returned
from cities earned as much as
Rs 500 a day, the daily wage
under MNREGA in Jharkhand
has been fixed at just over Rs
200 aday. “This is the lowest in
the entire country...I have writ-
ten to the Union Minister to
give the state unemployment
allowance under MNREGA as
many people with active job
cards haven’t been able to get
jobs because of the need for so-
cial distancing.”

Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh raised the issue of
those from the North-East be-
ing stranded all over the coun-
try and asked Chief Ministers
to take care of them. Sources
said that the Prime Minister
told the CMs that those from
the N-E and from Jammu and
Kashmir be protected and
treated with sensitivity.

(WITHINPUTS FROM
ABHISHEK ANGAD)

FT letter

“Our only prayer is that the
help may not be extended to
the members of violators
Tablighi Jamaat, Jihadi and
Jahil. Kindly accept our dona-
tions as above for saving the
humanity from the clutches of
COVID-19 pandemic infection.”
it read.

FTs are quasi-judicial bod-
ies that sit in judgment on
whether a person is an ‘illegal
foreigner’ or not as per the
Foreigners Act, 1946. The over
19 lakh people excluded in the
final National Register of
Citizens (NRC) published last
year will also appear before FTs
to file their appeal for inclusion
once they get their rejection or-
ders. Their citizenship status
will be decided by FT members.

Pompa Chakravarty, one of
the 12 contributors mentioned
in the letter, had declared
Mohammad Sanaullah, who
retired as an Indian Army sube-
dar after 30 years of service, a
‘foreigner’ last year. Sanaullah
was put in a detention centre,
and later granted bail by the
Gauhati High Court.
Sanaullah’s appeal against the
FT order is pending in the court.

The letter on the COVID do-
nation was published by a lo-
cal daily on Saturday, after
which it started doing the
rounds on social media.
Response from government of-
ficials is awaited on whether
they received the letter.

HOW PLASMA
THERAPY WORKS

The govt is preparing to
frame a protocol for
plasma therapy

VIDEO

WHATTOEXPECTINA
SEALED AREA

Many states have
sealed coronavirus
hotspots
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Atari to Xbox: Console
gaming of the past,
present and future

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

On this episode of our tech podcast, we talk
about how the newer gaming consoles are
taking a retro turn for nostalgia’s sake, and
what the future of gaming may be.

PM talks of lives plus livelihoods
as CMs seek graded approach

(districts with maximum
Covid cases), orange (vulner-
able districts with increasing
number of cases) and third
zone (districts with zero or
negligible cases). “The dis-
tricts with negligible number
of Covid cases will have max-
imum relaxations,” he said.

Afterinitiating the interac-
tion with a less than five-
minute address, the Prime
Minister asked Home
Minister Amit Shah to moder-
ate the video conference. This
is the third meeting with CMs
after March 20 and April 2.

Among the dozen-odd
CMs who spoke, Bhupesh
Baghel (Chhattisgarh),
Pinarayi Vijayan (Kerala) and
YSR Jagan Mohan Reddy
(Andhra Pradesh) demanded
they be given the freedom
and authority to decide and
allow economic activities, be
it farming or industry.

A source present at the
meeting said, the areas where
activities could be allowed
may depend on population
density (rural-urban), and the
incidence of outbreak, with-
out compromising on social

distancing. Normal public
may not be allowed to freely
move around the way they
could before the lockdown,
the source said. Guidelines for
this graded approach are
likely to be spelt out by the
Centre at the earliest.
Further, the Prime Minister
is learnt to have pitched for
Aarogya Setu - an app to track
and alert those who come
physically close to Covid-19
cases, and referred to the pos-
sibility of it being an e-pass
which could facilitate travel
from one place to another.
Most state CMs also
pointed to the shortage of fi-
nancial resources in their
fight against the pandemic.
Some including Punjab’s
Amarinder Singh and Kerala’s
Pinarayi Vijayan wanted the
Centre to relax the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management Act, and let the
fiscal deficit expand, so that
the Centre can borrow more
and on-lend to states. While
Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao asked for
‘helicopter money’, West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee

demanded a Rs 10 lakh crore
fiscal relief package (6 per
cent of GDP).

The Prime Minister, ac-
cording to Puducherry Chief
Minister V Narayanasamy,
told the meeting that farmac-
tivities should continue and
the government must find
ways and means to help
workers and fishermen.
Construction industries
should be divided into three
zones - green, orange and red,
he quoted the Prime Minister
as having said after all the
CMs presented their views.

According to
Narayanasamy, Modi said
lockdown should be enforced
even at the district level”.
“From one district to another
district. people should not
move around. The APMC Act
would also be amended so
that farmers produce can be
purchased at the doorsteps of
the farmer instead of the
farmer coming to the mandi,”
he quoted the Prime Minister
as having said.

Another source presentin
the meeting said, a graded
exit post the extended lock-

down seemed to be the way
going forward. “India will be
divided into two kinds of dis-
tricts - those which reported
cases of COVID-19 where re-
strictions will continue, and
the others that are virus free.
In the second category, intra-
district movements could be
permitted,” the source said.

A third source who was
part of the video conference
said senior officials would be
required to attend work but
maintain social distancing.
“All officers who are entitled
to official transport facility are
expected to come to office
from Monday,” the source
said. Class 3 and Class 4 offi-
cials could attend at 30, 40 or
50 per cent strength.

A source from a Hindi
heartland state said a lot
would depend on the
progress over the next few
weeks. “The Prime Minister
was clear that there would be
no inter-state opening of traf-
fic, nor inter-district. He said
that the same set of rules will
apply to all states, and the pri-
ority at this point is to save
lives,” the source said.

0 deaths, only 12% mandals hit, Andhra
Pradesh for a limited lockdown

on Saturday, the total number
of COVID-19 cases in the state
stands at 402. Eleven have re-
covered and six have died.
Sources said the state is
ready to deploy additional
forces in the containment
zones and COVID-19 clusters
to implement a strict lock-
down while allowing relax-
ations in the green zones.
Jagan emphasised that the
state was suffering huge finan-
cial losses due to the lock-
down, and the financial situa-

A member who is listed as
among the 12 contributors told
The Indian Express on condi-
tion of anonymity that the
members had decided to con-
tribute a day’s salary towards
COVID-19 relief. He said Gupta
did not share the letter with
them. “It was only after the
controversy broke out that he
accepted writing the letter. It
does not reflect our views,” he
said.

Another of the 12 contribu-
tors, however, said the letter
was withdrawn after some
members raised objections. He
said the document was inter-
nally discussed and then dis-
carded.

Delhi shelters

migrant labourers in the
Capital left destitute by the
lockdown, swelling their num-
bers to hundreds in a space
meant to accommodate
around 250. The Capital’s shel-
ters are currently home to
around 12,000 people.

Blankets and personal be-
longings of the occupants, such
as clothes, phones and water
dispensers, were among the
items destroyed. The govern-
ment is arranging temporary
accommodation for them.

“We received a call around
6 pm about a fire at the shelter
homes. The blaze was brought
under control within an hour,”
Delhi Fire Service Director Atul
Garg said.

Nishu Tripathi, in-charge of
the three shelter homes, told

tion was precarious. The CM
had pointed this outin an ear-
lier meeting with the PM too.

At the video-conference,
Jagan told the PM that officials
had visited 1.4 crore families
in the state to know about
their well-being. “Anyone
with COVID-19 symptoms is
being tested and if necessary
sent to isolation and given
treatment,” he said.

Jagan said they were
strictly enforcing lockdown in
the 141 identified contain-

The Indian Express that ten-
sions had been running high
since Friday. “Around 2 pm on
Friday, a fruit-seller came and
started distributing fruits to the
people at the shelters. On an-
other side, lunch was being
given by the volunteers. There
was a massive crowd and many
refused to stand in a line or fol-
low social distancing norms.
Civil defence volunteers asked
them to behave and a fight took
place. There was pushing and
shoving, and a volunteer was
injured.”

Tripathi said a PCR call was
made and, in the middle of the
commotion, a resident jumped
into the Yamuna. The shelters
are located on the riverbank,
and the area is called Yamuna
Pushta. “Four more jumped in
to save him,” Tripathi said.

According to Mittal, the shel-
ter home’s occupants claimed
that one of the men who had
jumped into the river did not
resurface. On Saturday, some
men from the shelters found a
body along the riverbed in Civil
Lines, a few kilometres away.
“They claimed this was the per-
son who had jumped into the
river. They brought the body to
the shelter home and called po-
lice. When police reached, resi-
dents started pelting stones...
Within minutes, the shelter
homes were set on fire,” Mittal
said.

He added that they had to
calm people down to take the
body for postmortem, and its
identity was yet to be estab-
lished. “Prima facie, it appears

ment clusters, and established
exclusive coronavirus hospi-
tals in all the 13 district head-
quarters. The hospitals and
COVID-19 care centres have a
combined capacity of 26,000
beds.

Stating that agriculture
was the mainstay of Andhra’s
economy, Jagan said it con-
tributed 35% of its GSDP and
62% of its workforce. “The
lockdown has halted inter-
state transportation and less
than 25% trucks or goods con-

the body is older than a day.”

Ajay Singh, 26, a waiter who
has been coming to the shelter
home for over two years, says
friction had been building up
since the past two weeks after
the migrant labourers came.
The shelters earlier housed
largely beggars and vagabonds.

He said the civil defence vol-
unteers usually took a heavy-
handed approach, and com-
plaints about the lack of food,
space, the heat and mosquitoes
had increased of late.

Agovernment spokesperson
said that “for now, those living
in the three porta cabin shelters
are being relocated to a munic-
ipal school nearby”.

DUSIB (Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board) member
Bipin Rai said, “Around 250 peo-
ple will be shifted to the school
tonight itself. Arrangements
have been made.”

On Saturday evening, the
road leading to the three shel-
ter homes was strewn with
stones and bricks, as smoke
continued to billow from the
structures. Hundreds of men
waited on a ground at the back
as night fell. “We are waiting for
someone to take us some-
where; else we will just sleep
here,” said Ajay Singh.

Camel milk

milk was picked up from Bandra
station and reached the lady’s
house by 8.30 pm,” said a sen-
ior official from the North West
Railways.

In the meantime, given that

tainers are on the roads. We do
not have enough storage for all
the agriculture output. As the
markets are closed, the gov-
ernment has to purchase all
the paddy, corn, chillies, to-
bacco, vegetables. But how
much can we? And where do
we store and use them? If the
situation continues like this,
lakhs of families dependent on
agriculture will be affected. In
the industrial sector, of the
1,03,986 units, only 7,250 are
running.”

Sinha was in dire need for camel
milk for her child, Bothra con-
tacted the owner of Aadvik
Foods, a company that manu-
factures camel milk powder,
and helped arrange 400 gm of
the milk powder through a shop
in Andheri. This was to ensure
Sinha’s child had something to
go on till the milk from
Rajasthan reached them.

When contacted, Bothra
said, “I was told that if the child
doesn’t get camel milk, he could
collapse within a week. The milk
supplier had sent 20 litres of
camel milk and 20 kg of camel
milk powder through the train. I
then received a similar request
from another parent.”

The Sinhas then shared a
portion of the milk and the
powder with this other
Mumbai-based family.

“My child is autisticand is al-
lergic to several kinds of foods.
He is only able to digest camel
milk and has organic food.
However, the availability of or-
ganic food has stopped because
of the lockdown. Supplements
were hard to find and my child
was not able to eat anything.
Eating only dal gave him an up-
set stomach, weakness and
dysentery,” said Sinha, adding
that the government should
think of ways to help children
with mental and physical chal-
lenges deal with the lockdown.

Odisha workers

district, said he has been work-
ing in Laskana for 13 years and
would send Rs 8,000 home

every month. Since the lock-
down started, Pradhan said, his
family was unable to venture
out nor had it got anything
from the government. “Take us
home and then you can shut
down for a year, it does not
matter,” he said.

Pradhan added that the
mess they eat in will be shut
from April 15, because there is
no supply. “A vehicle comes
with food, but is able to feed
only half the people here.”

Migrant labourers like him
usually go home twice a year,
on Diwali and Kali Puja, but
now there is no work to keep
them in Surat while food is
running out.

Laskana, located on Surat’s
suburbs, has 1,000-odd power-
loom factories. Of the lakhs
employed in these units, 80 per
cent are believed to be from
Ganjam in Odisha alone.

Bhagirath Behera, the vice-
president of the Surat Odiya
Welfare Association, said they
got a call from Union minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, who be-
longs to Odisha, to sort out the
issue. “We will ensure food for
atleast 10,000 people,” he told
The Indian Express.

Earlier, on March 29, mi-
grants employed in the power-
loom, dyeing and printing units
of Surat had clashed with po-
lice when it tried to stop them
from setting out on foot for
home states, including Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar and Chhattisgarh, as the
lockdown was in place.

President of the Gujarat
Weaver Association Ashok
Jirawala said that the workers
had been paid their wages. “We
have checked and found that a
majority of the factory owners
got paid till March.”

Another worker, Chitrasen
Bhola, 27, who said he was tired
of eating the khichdi being
arranged by local volunteer
groups, asked where were the
people who could help them,
like “the factory owners, local
leaders, policemen, or munici-
pal officials”. “The Odisha gov-
ernment and Naveen Patnaik
should have talked to Gujarat
so that we got food and other
items. After last night, we are
receiving calls from the Odisha
government as well as BJP MP
Dharmendra Pradhan.”

Another powerloom
worker, Kalu Pradhan, said he
and four others had been shar-
ing a rented room since the
Janata Curfew day on March 22.
“There is no ventilation and a
single fan. I got Rs 8,000 from
the owner on the last working
day and paid off the mess dues...
Now we are running out of
money and even shops from
where we could buy snacks and
other food items are closed. The
mess owner only serves dal-
chawal. How long will we sur-
vive on it? When we come on
the road, police beat us. Our life
is pitiable... My parents back
home keep telling me to leave
everything and come.”

About Friday night’s inci-
dent, Surat police said a large
number of migrant labourers
had come out of their quarters
and started pelting stones on
bystanders and a police patrol
vehicle. Some NGO vehicles
distributing food were also at-
tacked. Police called additional
forces and used lathicharge to
bring the situation under con-
trol. Pickets have been put up
outside labour colonies in
Laskana now.

Surat Police Commissioner
R B Brahmbhatt said, “The
labourers are getting food, but
with no work, they want to go
back to their native places. We
have made temporary camps
outside the labour settlements
and our police are patrolling
the area round the clock.”

Surat has 28 coronavirus
cases, two of them from the
labour colonies at Sachin and
Pandesara.
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BLAZE AT THREE SHELTER HOMES

Anxious migrants reel under new crisis

MCD school becomes
a temporary home

At the shelter home near Kashmere Gate on Saturday. Gajendra Yadav

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

ON SATURDAY evening, Salim
Baig (40) sat near the banks of
the Yamuna with a single
thought in his head: “Where do
we go from here?” On March 31,
he and his brother decided to
walk from a construction site in
East Delhi to their home in UP’s
Moradabad, only to be turned
away by police at Ghazipur.

The brothers, who are mi-
grant labourers, landed at the
porta shelter cabins near
Kashmere Gate ISBT. On
Saturday, they lost the roof over
their head again — like hundreds
of others — after three shelter
homes were set ablaze at 5.45
pm, a day after occupants
clashed with civil defence volun-
teers over “food distribution”.

CORONA

WATCH

FIR against

Palwal man
Gurgaon: Palwal Police
filed an FIR against a man
who had recently travelled
to Andhra Pradesh with 11
members of the Tablighi
Jamaat and returned ear-
lier this week by hiding in
atruck.He later tested pos-
itive for COVID-19.

SHOs face action

New Delhi: Two SHOs
were sent to district lines
by the Delhi Police chief
Saturday after he received
videos showing lack of
social distancing at veg-
etable markets in their ar-
eas. ENS

“There is no work, money or
food, no way to get home. The
shelter home was our only option.
[ had puri-bhaji in the morning
and nothing since. Due to the
stone-pelting and fire, volunteers
areabusing us; they won't feed us.
Ifwe have no place to stay tonight,
we will sleep next to the dump-
sters and animals,” said Baig,

Among the occupants are
beggars, vagabonds, labourers
who worked in the area and had
been here for a few years, and
migrant workers turned away at
the borders after the lockdown.

While no lives were lost, sev-
eral men said they lost their be-
longing including phones, tooth-
brushes, soap and clothes.
“Phones were the only way to
stay in touch with our families...,”
said an occupant, as policemen
and district authorities, told them
to maintain “social distancing’”.

Many claimed they weren’t
given masks. “Some people
bought them with their own
money, we haven’t been given
any by authorities. They talk
about social distancing but how
is it possible? There are so many
of us,” said construction worker
Suraj Singh.

Rajinder Sharma (35), who
works at a hotel and has been
staying at the shelter home for
two years, said the number of
occupants has increased since
the lockdown and so have daily
clashes over food and bedding.

“Isaw volunteers manhandle
amanyesterday as he was fight-
ing over food... At 5.30 pm, there
was stone pelting and a few peo-
ple torched the rooms. Police are
still shouting at us... I don’t care
about the virus, I just want to be
some place safe.”

Meanwhile, civil defence vol-

unteers and DUSIB employees
denied the allegations. Veerpal,
head of the volunteers, said, “We
have been working day and night
for them. How can they say we
haven't fed them anything? We
take photos, videos every day for
records. They had lunchat 2 pm...
after that, they fought with us. We
sustained minor injuries.”

Joint CP (Central range)
Suvashis Chaudhary wrote to the
Delhi government that the men
should be moved to others shel-
ters as these are over-occupied.

Sunil Kumar Aledia, founder
of the Centre for Holistic
Development (CGH), said: “Even
before the lockdown, there were
many problems that people faced
at the homes. They are occupied
beyond capacity; there is a food
and bedding crisis as the govern-
ment has decided to house mi-
grant labourers as well.”

Quarantine over but many
remain stuck in city hotels

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

LAST SUNDAY, Ramakrishna
Kapa celebrated his 43rd birth-
day alone in a hotel room in
Delhi, where he was quarantined
after returning from the US. The
hotel brought him some laddoos,
with ‘happy birthday’ written on
the container’s lid. And medical
authorities drew some samples
from him to test for COVID-19.
The results came out nega-
tive three days later and he was
allowed to leave, but Kapais now
faced with the decision to travel
more than 2,000 km by road, for
40 hours, to get home to his wife
in Bengaluru: “I have a flight
ticket booked for the 15th, but
I'm not sure if they would fly in
case the lockdown is extended.”
There are others like Kapa
who completed their 14-day
quarantine period at govern-
ment-monitored facilities after
arriving in Delhi from abroad, but
are now stuck waiting for the

Many were quarantined at
hotels in Aerocity

lockdown to end.

These are largely people with
amedical condition or around the
age of 60, who were categorised
as ‘high risk’ but completed their
quarantine and did not test posi-
tive for the virus. From far away
cities like Mumbai, Bengaluru
and Visakhapatnam, they have al-
ready spent over Rs 50,000 to be
quarantined inahotel room. They
are now spending thousands
more each day to continue stay-

ingina hotel until they can travel.
Many have made flight bookings
for April 15, as travelling by road,
especially for the elderly, might
not be feasible. That too, is uncer-
tain, if the lockdown is extended.

“It'snotabout money, itabout
the mental stress. My wife is in
Bengaluru and my children in a
village with my parentsin Andhra
Pradesh. After [ gethome, Iwill try
making anarrangement with the
authorities to bring my kids back,”
said Kapa. He added that after be-
ing released from quarantine, he
was given a one-day pass to leave
the city but hesitated travelling
such along distance by a cab.

A N Rao (58) and his wife
were quarantined after arriving
in Delhi from Dubai on March
20. Their home is in
Visakhapatnam. “The hotel does
not know how we are supposed
to get home. We have spent over
Rs 1 lakh in quarantine, as my
wife and I were kept in separate
rooms. We’re now spending Rs
7,000 per day at another hotel.
We are suffering,” said Rao.

ASHNA BUTANI
NEW DELHI, APRIL T1

OVER 250 people who stayed at
three porta cabin shelters at
Yamuna Pushta, which were
damaged in a fire Saturday, were
shifted to a municipal school
nearby. Officials said that while
there were close to 7,000 people
being fed at the 15 porta cabin
shelter homes at the Pushta ear-
lier, the number of people stay-
ing in and around the area had
come down to 2,000 over the
past few days.

The fire, according to Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB), broke out at 5 pm
and was soon brought under
control. DUSIB member Bipin
Rai said, “A fight broke out be-
tween people from the shelter
and those from outside over ru-
mours about a body in the river.
Stone pelting began, followed by
a fire lit using a matchstick. No
one was injured. Blankets, per-
sonal belongings, water dis-
pensers and garbage were
among the many things that
caught fire. An FIR has been reg-
istered and arrests have been
made.”

Of the 15 porta cabins, three
were destroyed. The incident
took place hours after Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal an-
nounced that the Prime Minister
had decided to extend the lock-
down. Officials, however, said
that the fire was not related to
the announcement as most were
unaware that the lockdown had
been extended.

“The three homes have been
evacuated. Arrangements have
been made to shift around 250
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SHELTERS IN DELHI

For homeless 223
Capacity 18,478
Occupancy 7,222

1 1 Specially set

up for migrant
workers (mostly in
schools)

Capacity
Occupancy

30,000 *
5,000*
(*approx)
Meals served across the
city (Sat afternoon)

5,28,982

people to an MCD school nearby
tonight,” said Rai.

“Those at the remaining shel-
ters are safe. These things hap-
pen from time to time. If and
when they do, police are de-
ployed. Even though this was a
one-off incident, we are taking
all possible measures to avoid in-
cidents like this,” he added.

Ramesh Chand, a civil de-
fence officer in charge of the
shelters, alleged that outsiders
were involved in fanning ten-
sions: “People came from out-
side and created a scene. There
was confusion about a body in
the river. We are certain that the
body was not related to the shel-
ter home residents.”

The Yamuna Pushta shelter
home, a stone’s throw from the
Nigambodh Ghat, is among the
most crowded in the city. Since
the shelters have limited capac-
ity and often get unbearably hot
during the summer, hundreds
sleep outin the open nearby. The
numbers usually swell during
lunch and dinner.
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Kejriwal called for a lockdown until April 30. Express

CM bats for extended
lockdown but will
wait for Centre nod

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

WITH CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, during Saturday’s
meeting between the Prime
Minister and chief ministers, ad-
vocating for the extension of the
ongoing lockdown until at least
April 30, the Delhi government
will now wait for the Centre’s de-
cision on the matter.

The Delhi Chief Secretary and
health secretary were also part of
the meeting, where Kejriwal said
that the decision should be ap-
plicable to the whole country. In
atweet post the meeting, the CM
wrote: “PM has taken the correct
decision to extend lockdown.
Today, India’s position is better
than many developed countries
because we started lockdown
early.Ifitis stopped now, all gains
would be lost. To consolidate
these, itisimportant to extend it.”

According to sources,
Kejriwal also asked the PM to al-
locate funds which are on a par
with other states as Delhi is bear-
ing the “added responsibility” of
those who returned from differ-
ent parts of the world before
flight operations were stopped.

Many of them are quaran-
tined in different centres across
the city.

As per officials, most states ad-

vocated an extension while some
also spoke about its economicim-
plications. “While everyone
agreed that the only way to stop
the spread of the disease was to
extend the lockdown, many states
raised the issues of economic
hardship being faced by people
and the state’s drying coffers.
While these issues were raised
and the PM responded favourably,
the nature of extension has not
beendeliberated uponindetail so
far. Most states are looking at the
Centre for guidance,” said a senior
government official.

Earlier this week, the Delhi
government had announced it
would stop all expenditure, ex-
cept on COVID-19 related activ-
ity such as ration distribution
and shelter homes and provid-
ing salary to employees, because
of a slump in tax collection.

Ontheimpactof anextended
lockdown in Delhi, and if the state
islooking at easing restrictions in
afew areas, a senior government
official, who is familiar with dis-
cussions in the meeting, said:
“Since the government’s lock-
downwasimposed on March 23,
tax for the month had already
been collected and we are man-
aging in the month of April. But
from this month, tax collection is
expected to be nearly zero... We
have to think about how to pay
salaries and what we sacrifice.”
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19 DEATHS IN DELHI SO FAR

Five new coronavirus deaths as

cases in capital cross 1,000 mark

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

FIVE NEW coronavirus deaths
were reported in Delhi on
Saturday, taking the toll to 19.
This is the highest number of
COVID-19 deaths reported from
the national capital in a single
day so far. A total of 166 fresh
confirmed cases were reported,
with the total number reaching
1,069. Among the new cases are
128 from the Markaz
Nizamuddin gathering, 30 are
cases with a travel history or lo-
cal transmission, and eight are
under investigation.

A 68-year-old man from
Tamil Nadu who had attended
the Markaz gathering is among
the five dead. Admitted to Lok
Nayak hospital, he had tested
positive earlier and died on April
9.So far, four people who were a
part of Markaz gathering have
died in Delhi.

The other four deceased are
a79-year-old woman from Karol
Bagh suffering from kidney dis-
ease; a 60-year-old woman from
Sadar Bazar suffering from heart
disease; a 65-year-old man from
Bara Hindu Rao Azad market
suffering from hypertension,;
and a 44-year-old woman from
Malka Ganj. All four were admit-
ted to RML hospital.

Two days after the Delhi
Minorities Commission (DMC)
asked the city's health depart-
ment to stop mentioning

CORONA COUNT
DELHINCR

1219 19

CASES DEATHS

‘Nizamuddin Markaz’ inits daily
bulletin on coronavirus cases,
the department changed the
name of the category to 'Under
special operation'. In a letter to
the secretary, Delhi Health de-
partment, chairman of the

Ex-Armyman assaulted,
FIR filed against 8 men

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, APRIL 1T

A RETIRED armyman currently
deployed as a Special Police
Officer at the Nuh City police sta-
tionin Haryana was allegedly as-
saulted by a group of men who
said he was “spreading corona”,
at Sangel village last week.

According to the victim's wife,
Shameena, her husband
Saimuddin was headed to
Danibas village on his motorcycle
on April 6 when he was stopped.

“The sarpanch of nearby
Sangel village, Rajendra,...used
casteist slurs and abused my hus-
band, and said 'these people are
spreading the illness of corona’,”
the complainant alleged.

Afterwards, the accused, eight
of whom have been namedin the
FIR, allegedly tied the rope around
Saimuddin’s neck and “pulled
hard and made all efforts to kill
him”. “My husband fainted and
fell on the ground... when he be-
came conscious again, he found
he had been left in an empty
room,” said Shameena.

Saimuddin was taken to the
government hospital in Nuh and
later referred to Artemis Hospital
in Gurgaon, where he underwent
an operation and is currently on
ventilator support.

“An FIR has been registered
against eight people by name, in-
cluding the sarpanch of Sangel
village. No arrest has been made
yet,” said Inspector Vishal Kumar,
SHO of the Nuh police station.

LAK

No.PDS1/TS/32(01)/0ld Gunny Tenders/2019-20 Date:11.04.2020
E-REVERSE AUCTION NOTICE

Tenders are hereby invited for supply of serviceable old 50 kg gunny bags to be
delivered at various buffer godowns/MLS points of TSCSCL in the districts of
Telangana State for packing of Paddy during KMS 2019-20 are being called for
through e-auction platform of NCDEX e Market Ltd (NeML). The District wise
e-auction will be conducted on 17.04.2020 & 18.04.2020 in two spells and RFP can
be downloaded from www.nemlin & www.tscscl.telangana.gov.in. Contact
details : 7995050703, 8121156977 & 8123560664

R.0.No.566-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2020-21

1S/1S0 : 9001 :2015

ALIMCO

E-Procurement Open Tender Notice No. MM/OT/01/AY
The Corporation intend to purchase Investment Castings
(SS) as per drawing for worth Rs. 159.00 Lakhs approx.
Interested Tenderer having manufacturing facility of
Investment Casting (SS) may visit our Website
www.alimco.in or CPPP website: http://eprocure.gov.in/
eprocure/app for details. Due Date of Bid Submission of

Tenderis 04.05.2020 For ALIMCO - DGM (Materials)

18/180: 9001 :2015

ALIMCO

E-Procurement Open Tender Notice No. MM/0T/02/AY

The Corporation intend to purchase Rechargeable
Lithium lron Phosphate Battery 25.6V, 24Ah with BMS
And SMPS Battery Charger as per drawing for worth Rs.
996.00 Lakhs approx. Interested Manufacture,
Authorised Dealer/ Authorised Distributer etc. may visit
our Website www.alimco.in or CPPP website:
http://eprocure.gov.in/ eprocure/app for details. Due Date
of Bid Submission of Tenderis 08.06.2020

For ALIMCO - DGM (Materials)

At the Trauma Centre at RML Hospital. Praveen Khanna

Commission Zafarul Islam Khan
had asked the department to
drop any mention of “religious
undertones” in its daily bul-
letins.

According to the data, almost
68% of the 2,400 hospital beds
for COVID-19 patients are cur-
rently occupied.

Fifty-four patients are admit-
ted to the ICU ward and eight are
on ventilator. “Cluster contain-
ment plan for COVID -19 is im-

plemented at various locations
of the city. Houses in contain-
ment zones are being surveyed
by medical teams and people
are being made aware of signs
and symptoms of COVID-19,
methods of prevention, social
distancing measures, impor-
tance of hand washing, etc,” said
a senior health official.

The health department re-
ceived around 13,500 more PPE
kits on Saturday. The central

procurement agency (CPA), re-
sponsible for buying medicines,
consumables and equipment for
Delhi government-run hospi-
tals, had placed an order of
1,20,000 PPE kits. So far, over
35,000 have been received.

On Saturday, three more
containment zones were cre-
ated, taking the total to 33. These
include parts of Mansarovar
Garden, Jahangirpuri and Deoli
Extension.

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL &
ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

FIVE COVID-19 deaths in the past
week from congested Old Delhi
areas have emerged as a fresh
concern for health officials, with
the Delhi government Friday
putting three areas — Sadar
Bazar, Nabi Karim and Chandni
Mahal — in the list of contain-
ment zones where all move-
ment will be barred.

The dead include a 60-year-
old woman from Delhi Gate, a
70-year-old man from Sadar
Bazar, a 62-year-old man from
Farash Khana and two people
from Darya Ganj — a woman
aged 65 and a man aged 80.

"Contact tracing in the area is
divided into three parts — first-
level containment includes ac-
tively tracing contacts of positive
cases; second-level containment
includes taking symptomatic pa-
tients to quarantine facilities and
placing asymptomaticones under
home isolation; third-level con-
tainment includes random sam-
pling. Since the three areas desig-
nated as containment zones are
highly congested, we are actively
conducting surveillance pro-
grammes and trying to find travel
and contact history of the victims,”
said a senior health officer.

Adding to their concerns is
the fact that 283 people, includ-
ing 192 foreign nationals, who
attended the Tablighi Jamaat
gathering in Nizamuddin West
last month, have been traced by
police to areas in Central and
North Delhi.

TheIndian Express haslearnt 184

Graveyards turning families away,
burying the dead is a new challenge

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

There’s no tombstone and no cus-
tomary namaz. His son cannot
touch the sand where his father
—a62-year-old from Sadar Bazar
who died of coronavirus — is
buried. The scene played out on
Friday at the Jadid Qabristan near
Delhi Gate, which has been set
aside to bury coronavirus victims.
The 62-year-old’s family was
turned away from two graveyards
before they found this one. Even
here, grave diggers refused to dig
or stand near the body.
Healthcare workers from Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital, who
came equipped with personal
protective equipment (PPE), kept
watch from a distance.
Eventually, his family spentRs
1,500 each on two PPE kits, and
conducted the last rites. As the
man’s body was thrown into the
15-feet deep grave -- there were
no ropes to lower it — his son
broke down. At the end, the fam-
ily members took off their PPEs
and dumped those into the grave,

At the graveyard at Delhi Gate on Saturday. Amit Mehra

to be buried along with the man.

“Nobody gave us support. We
spent hours roaming around
Mangolpuri and Bara Hindu Rao
areas, visiting local graveyards,”
his son said.

The Delhi Waqf Board had
designated a graveyard for coron-
avirus victims at Millennium Park
but since bulldozers could noten-
ter due to a narrow entrance,
burials are being conducted at
Jadid Qabristan, whose caretaker
manages both graveyards.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

MARTYRED OF CISF ON 12 APRIL

SI/EXE S.C. HC/GD HC/GD
PRADHAN BHAGIRATH AMRENDRA
NALCO SINGH SHARMA

DAMANJODI NALCO NALCO
12.04.09 DAMANJODI DAMANJODI
12.04.09 12.04.09
CT/GD BARUN CT/GD PR CT/GD LALIT
PRAMANIK APPANNA KUMAR
NALCO NALCO NALCO
DAMANJODI DAMANJODI DAMANJODI
12.04.09 12.04.09 12.04.09
CT/GD S.K. CT/GD BIDHAN CT/GD
KUMAR MANJHI SARABJEET
NALCO NALCO SINGH
DAMANJODI DAMANJODI NALCO
12.04.09 12.04.09 DAMANJODI
12.04.09

CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of these brave-hearts. On this
day. they laid down their lives at the alter
of duty while fighting with the LWE ouftfits.
their courage and bravery would remain
an abiding source of inspiring for the
force. The force will remain eternally

CT/GD V.K. SINGH
NALCO DAMANJODI
12.04.09

indebted to then for their noblest deeds.

The bodies of four Tablighi
Jamaat members, however, were
refused even here. The family
members were told to head to a
graveyard in Dwarka’s Sector 14.

A senior Waqf Board official
said, “Nobody can refuse to bury
the dead in this graveyard, evenif
they belong to Tabhligi Jamaat. If
grave diggers are not helping, itis
their prerogative as this is volun-
tary work. A bulldozer is used to
dig the graves.”

Sitting outside his house nes-
tled between graves, caretaker
Maskoor Alam (70) said he is left
with seven workers as several fled
when the first coronavirus burial
took place. Sofar, seven who died
from the virus have been buried
here. “There is no question of
helping the families bury them;
we don't want to get the virus. No
bodies of Tablighi Jamaat mem-
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bers will be allowed; they come
inlarge numbers and may create
a problem for us,” said Alam.

Alam said they were not given
PPE Kkits, only a standard mask,
gloves, a bottle of hand sanitiser
and soap to carry out the burials.
As per guidelinesissued by AIIMS,
itismandatory for those handling
bodies of COVID-19 victims to
wear PPE kits, and not to remove
the body from the body bag or
carry outembalming. The guide-
lines also advise cremation.

“Wedon’teven touch hospital
documents. What if they are not
sanitised?” said graveyard super-
visor Mohammad Shahmeem.

The graveyard is located on a
50-acre plot and the dead are
buried in small niches at the back.
The gate to thisareaislocked,and
opened only when hospital au-
thorities inform them of a burial.

It usually takes two hours to
manually dig a grave but a bull-
dozer does it in 20 minutes. Sher
Singh, the machine’s driver, said
heisscared of getting out: “I have
dug some graves in the past. This
is the first time [ dug a grave for a
COVID-19 victim.”

Contractors who lease the
bulldozer charge Rs 6,000 from
each family. An additional Rs
2,000 is taken by Qabristan
Committee members as burial
charges. Mohd Hafeez,a commit-
tee member, said “We have de-
cided to waive the Rs 2,000 fee, it
will be borne by the committee.
We will help bury these people.”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, APRIL 12,2020

Congested Old Delhi is
new focus for health dept

A worker sanitises a masjid at Chandni Mahal on Saturday.

Praveen Khanna

people, including 138 foreign na-
tionals, were traced to 13 mosques
in Chandni Mahal, and 55 eventu-
ally tested positive for the virus.

Following the evacuation
from Hazrat Nizamuddin, direc-
tions were given to SHOs across
the city to check mosques in
their areas. "Local police traced
them and shifted them to quar-
antine centres or hospitals," said
a senior officer.

DCP (Central) Sanjay Bhatia
denied rumours that the people
evacuated from Central Delhi
were hiding in mosques: "We
have traced them after direc-
tions were given to us. They were
not hiding and we shifted them
to the quarantine centres after
coordinating with the depart-
ments concerned.”

There are 30 COVID-19
hotspots in the national capital.
Delhi Police data suggests that
apart from the 184 evacuated
from Chandni Mahal, 26 were
traced in Hauz Qazi and 18 peo-
ple in Nabi Karim. "In North

Delhi, 14 people were traced in
BaraHinduRaoarea; 13 in Sadar
Bazar; 15 in Wazirabad; and 13
in Sarai Rohilla," said an officer.

The 184 from Chandni Mahal
were shifted to centres in Gulabi
Bagh and Rouse Avenue. "Tests
conducted last week, results of
which came back recently,
showed 55 of them were COVID-
19 positive. Reports of others are
awaited," said a senior officer.

According to sources, the
health department's next strat-
egy is to look at micro-level ar-
eas where cases are being re-
ported. Senior health officials
said any area in Delhi that has
two or more cases that are linked
to the same place and person
will be considered for contain-
ment. "Four people tested posi-
tive from Zakir Nagar area and
we have ordered the administra-
tion to contain it. Similarly, an-
other area in South Delhi has also
reported a few cases and we are
preparing a containment plan,”
said an official.

From Sisodia, some
tips for parents on
how to be teachers too

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

FROM MINDFULNESS exercises
to word and counting activities,
Education Minister Manish
Sisodia led an online discussion
on Saturday on how parents can
engage with their children’s
learning during the lockdown.

“There are some negative ef-
fects to children not being able to
go to school at this time but their
education is not something we
should give up on because of this.
Therole of parents is undergoing
achange at this time. Our homes
will have to transform into
schools...and parents will need to
take on the roles of teachers,” said
Sisodia, who was leading the sec-
ond part of the Delhi govern-
ment’sinitiative “Parentingin the
time of coronavirus”.

Since the beginning of this
month, parents of all students till
class VIII in Delhi government
schools have been receiving
SMSes everyday with learning ac-
tivities for the children. On
Saturday, Sisodia announced that
starting Sunday, parents of these
children will start receiving voice
messages with simple learning
and mindfulness activities, along
with explanations on how to help
children perform these activities.

Director of Education Binay

He conducted an online
discussion

Bhushan, who was part of the on-
line session, said that the Delhi
government intends to carry for-
ward Mission Buniyaad, its flag-
ship foundational learning proj-
ect, through parents. “We wanted
to begin the activities under the
mission for this academic yearin
April but since that could not hap-
pen, we have to give that work to
parents. It will be a very different
experience for parents and will
create a good environment at
home as well. We will help to the
best of our ability,” he said.

Inthe online session, Bhavana
Sawnani, a teacher, spelled out
simple activities through which
parents can teach their children.

Sisodia also encouraged fam-
ilies to perform mindfulness ac-
tivities — meditation exercises
practiced in happiness classes —
together to “spend quality time
together”.

Gurgaon, Faridabad, Nuh,
Palwal declared ‘red zones’

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, APRIL 11

Gurgaon, Faridabad, Nuh and
Palwal, the districts with the high-
est number of COVID-19 cases in
Haryana, will be treated as ‘red
zone’ areas or hotspots in the
coming days as part of efforts to
divide the state into three zones
to better combat the virus.

This was conveyed by Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
Saturday, who also said that the
other 18 districts will be divided
into ‘vulnerable’ areas or the ‘or-
ange zone’, “where cases are
fewer”,and a third zone of largely
unaffected areas.

“In Haryana, four districts —
Gurgaon, Faridabad, Nuh and
Palwal — will bein the red zone...
Inthese, we will not be able to run
too many economic activities
very quickly,” said Khattar.

The four districts have
recorded the highest number of
COVID-19casesin the state sofar.
While Nuh leads with 44, includ-

At Laburnum in Gurgaon.
Abhinav Saha

ing six on Saturday, Gurgaon is
second with 32 cases. Palwal and
Faridabad have 29 cases each, in-
cluding one each on Saturday.

“Of the six cases in Nuh, one
had attended the Nizamuddin
Jamaat, while the rest are contacts
of atruck driver who had recently
travelled to Gujarat,” said
Virender Yadav, CMO, Nuh.

The new case from Palwal is
also of a person who had at-

tended the Nizamuddin Jamaat.

In Faridabad, officials said the
person who tested positive
Saturday is a 46-year-old who
runs a chemist shop. “He ap-
pears to have been infected ei-
ther by someone who came to
the shop, or from a hospital
where he delivers supplies. He
concealed his symptoms but we
traced him after a tip off. Ten of
his contacts, have also been
traced and quarantined,” said a
spokesperson of the Faridabad
district administration.

The CM’s announcement
comes two days after several
parts of Gurgaon were declared
as ‘containment zones’, with
RWA members continuing to
raise concerns about access to
essential items. Some RWAs also
wondered why their societies
are being sealed after coron-
avirus patients reported from
their premises had returned af-
ter recovery, and expressed ap-
prehension that the administra-
tion may be keeping themin the
dark about new cases.
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Food being prepared
atagurdwarain
Shimla. Pradeep Kumar

MADHYA PRADESH
Three more
deaths, toll
now 40

Bhopal: Three deaths were
reported in the last 24
hours, taking the death toll
in Indore to 30 and the
state’s count to40. With 44
more cases, the number of
positive cases in Indore
reached 281 on Saturday.
Meanwhile, the Madhya
Pradesh  government
asked 32 senior doctors
from districts not affected
by the coronavirus and 60
junior doctors to immedi-
ately reach the city. With
12 more cases the number
of positive patients in
Bhopal reached 131 on
Saturday. ENS

TAMIL NADU
IndiGo staffer
dies, govt says
no virus link

Chennai: Private carrier
IndiGo on Saturday said
one of its employees in
Chennai had died of
COVID-19. A statement by
the airline said it was “pro-
viding all support to the
family”. State health sec-
retary Beela Rajesh said
that the deceased man had
tested negative for coron-
avirus. The deceased was a
57-year-old aircraft engi-
neer posted in Chennai,
said a health department
official. ENS

J&K

Woman tests
positive day
after delivery

Jammu: A 28-year-old
woman from Akhnoor
tested positive for COVID-
19 on Saturday, a day after
delivering a child at a
Jammu hospital. A senior
doctor said the woman
was asymptomatic. Both
the mother and the girl
child are healthy, but have
been kept in isolation, he
added. The woman's hus-
band is a labourer and she
has no relevant travel his-
tory. The operation theatre
and the ward in which she
was kept have been sani-
tised. ENS

From carry onlockdown to help for migrants: what states want

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday held a video-conference with several Chief Ministers to decide the way ahead as the
21-day lockdown ends on Tuesday. A look at what some state heads told the Prime Minister during the discussion:

TAMIL NADU: GIVEUS
RAPID TESTKITS

In the video conference with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami demanded rapid
test kits from the Centre. "Testing
of the contacts has tobe doneim-
mediately, for which I require
rapid test kits," he told Modi, ac-
cording to a government note.
Palaniswami informed Modi that
he had written to the Union
Health Minister seeking two lakh
testkits. The state had placed or-
ders for 4 lakh antibody-based
rapid kits from China and, in ad-
dition, has sought a share from
the Indian Council of Medical
Research's (ICMR) kitty.

JHARKHAND: IT’S
CATCH-22 FORUS

It’s catch-22 for the state.
“Lockdown khulega toh musibat
hai, nahi khuleha toh musibat (It’s
a problem if lockdown is lifted,
and if it not, it is still a problem),
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
told Modi. “A substantial work-
force in the unorganised sector
is going jobless in Jharkhand due
to the lockdown, and more than
5lakh labourers will return from
various states with more COVID-
19 cases once the lockdown is
lifted,” he said.

He also flagged the steep dif-
ference between a migrant
labourer’s daily wage outside the
state (Rs 500) and a day’s wage
under MGNREGA fixed at just
over Rs 200. “This is the lowest
in the country,” Soren said. He
apprised Modi that money due
from PSUs such as SAIL and CCL
is needed, as revenue source has
dried up. He left it to the discre-
tion of the Centre to decide on
the lockdown.

MANIPUR: STOP RACIAL
ATTACKS

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren
Singh highlighted racial attackson
people from the Northeast in
many parts of the country amid
the coronavirus outbreak. He re-
quested the Prime Minister to di-
rect state authorities to do the

RUNNING AROUND FOR HELP: A couple with their ailing
baby at a hospital in Kolkata on Saturday. Partha Paul

needful to stop harassment of
people from the region. An official
statement said Biren Singh urged
Modi to help bring back around
30,000 people from Manipur
stuck in different parts of the
country due to the lockdown.

TELANGANA: LOCKDOWN
SHOULD CONTINUE

Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao urged the
Prime Minister to extend the
COVID-19 lockdown for another

HRD Ministry asked to roll
out single education platform

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

WITH SCHOOLS and universities
staring atamore protracted shut-
down to contain the spread of
COVID-19, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has asked the
HRD Ministry to roll out a com-
mon learning platform for stu-
dents of Class I up to postgradua-
tion, The Sunday Express has
learned.

According to ministry sources,
schools and higher education in-
stitutions are likely to remain
closed until June end. India had
announced a countrywide class-
room shutdown on March 16 as
one of the measures to contain the
outbreak. Chief Ministers of most
states who attended a meeting
with the Prime Minister on
Saturday were in favour of ex-
tending the nationwide lockdown
beyond April 14. According to
sources, whenever the lockdown
is lifted, it will be done in phases,
and educational institutions will
be among the last to reopen.
Hence, online learning will re-

SuPPLIES HIT IN REGION

In Bastar’s tribal villages, festivals take a backseat amid lockdown

GARGIVERMA
DANTEWADA/KANKER, APRILT1

FOR 68-YEAR-OLD Gomti
Markam, a resident of Arbe in
Dantewada district of, this is a
summer of many firsts. She has
always spent her mornings in
the summer picking tora, the
ripe fruit of mahua trees that
grow aplenty in Bastar; the
nights are spent preparing for
the many pandums or festivals
the season brings. Not this year.

“Because of this corona, no-
body visits anyone anymore. I
am told the police will arrest us
if we gather to celebrate our own
festivals,” she said, perplexed.
Despite reporting no COVID-19
cases, news of the virus and ways
to prevent it have reached some

place brick-and-mortar classes for
a couple of months at least. The
HRD Ministry has a week to
launch the platform.

“All higher education institu-
tions have been asked to consult
stakeholders and pitch in their
ideas. Meetings to discuss these
ideas will be held starting
Monday,” said a ministry official,
whodid not wish to be identified.
It's against the backdrop of the
PM'’s order that the HRD Ministry
on Friday sought public feedback
on ways to make online learning
more effective.

Currently, there is an institu-
tional push for online learning
during the shutdown, but the gov-
ernment's resource are scattered
across different platforms such as
Swayam (India’s MOOC plat-
form), Swayam Prabha(DTH edu-
cational channels) and National
Digital Library, among others.

“The outbreak had led to a
novel experiment in the largest
online learning exercise ever..we
will have to keep alot of things in
mind since not all students canac-
cessonline resources,” said the di-
rector of an IISER.

Outside a kirana store in Sameli village, Dantewada. Gargi Verma

of the most interior districts of
the Bastar region.

“We know we need to wash
hands and cover our faces when
we step out. After the lockdown

began, we heard on news that
people can’t gather at one place,”
said Masa Bhudam, a shop-
keeper in Sameli, 45 km from
Dantewada’s headquarters.

two weeks. The state extended
the lockdown till April 30.
During the lockdown period, the
food processing industry should
be allowed to function to ensure
that farmers don't suffer loss and
supply of essential commodities
is not hit, he told Modi.
"Lockdown has helped in con-
taining the spread of Coronatoa
great extent. It is better to extend
the lockdown for two more
weeks. There is no other better
solution than this," he suggested.

WEST BENGAL: ATTACKON
FEDERAL STRUCTURE

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
said she differed with the Prime
Minister on multiple points, in-
cluding the decision to include
donations made by companies to
PM CARES Fund as expenditure
on CSR, a facility not available for
the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.
“We opposed this. I told the
Prime Minister that this is an at-
tack on the federal structure of
the country,” Banerjee said. She
also called for strong monitoring
of the international borders. “We
don’t want any coronavirus in-
fection through the border.”

Banerjee urged the Centre to
create a package of Rs 10 lakh
crore for all states. She said,
“Countries such as Japan, the US
and the UK announced disaster
fund more than 10% of the
GDP...our government only an-
nounced Rs 1.7 lakh crore, which
isless than 1% of the GDP. We de-
manded to increase this fund to
10 lakh crore, which 6% of the
GDP.” She said, “The Prime
Minister has listened — thanks to
him. He said he would take 2-3
days tolookintoit”.

Banerjee also asked Prime
Minister Modi to advise his “lead-
ers and Governor (Jagdeep
Dhankar)” not to interfere in the
state government's efforts to con-
tain COVID-19 spread. The Chief
Minister stated that a medical
board constituted by the state
government decides if a death is
due to COVID-19 or not.

PUNJAB: EXTENDIT,
INCENTIVISE FARMERS

Punjab Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh recommended
extension of the national lock-
down by at least a fortnight as
India cannot afford to take
chances, given the trend in China
and several European countries.
Amarinder sought a Special Risk
Insurance for government em-
ployees working on the frontline.
He said the Centre should has-

ten the supply of 10 lakh testing
kits sought from ICMR, allot Rs
500 crore to quickly upgrade
government hospitals in Punjab
and approve an Advanced
Centre for Virology. Singh urged
the Centre to defer recovery on
industrial loans for six months.
He reiterated the demand to in-
centivise farmers for staggered
procurement of wheat, and
called for quicker movement of
foodgrain from the Food
Corporation of India godownsin
the state.

MADHYA PRADESH: NO
SHORTAGE OF MONEY

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan lavished
praise on the Prime Minister say-
ing the country will definitely
come out of the crisis, thanks to
the foresight and determination
of the Prime Minister. In the
video conference, he said the
state was going to add more test-
ing kits. He said Rs 120 crore has
been released under Social
Security Scheme and National
Health Mission. "There is no
shortage of money to fight the
COVID challenge. Enough
money has been deposited in the
PM Care fund and CM relief
fund,” he told PM.

RAJASTHAN: PLAN ‘FOOD
FOR WORK’ SCHEME

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot requested the PM to plan
a scheme on the lines of former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s ‘Kaam Ke Badle Anaj
Yojana’ or ‘Food for Work’
scheme and emphasised that a
collective decision should be
taken by the Union government
after considering the situation of
individual states. Gehlot said that
such a scheme was urgently re-
quired for providing relief to
garbage pickers, pushcart or rick-
shaw-pullers, nomads and other
people whose livelihoods are un-
der threat due to the lockdown.
Inputs From ENS Chennai, Ranchi,
Guwahati, Hyderabad,
Chandigarh, Kolkata,
Bhopal & Jaipur

Inside Bihar control room, team
of 40 works to disburse help

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, APRIL 1T

ENFORCING RESTRICTIONS,
monitoring hotspots, tracking
cases, and disbursing aid to mi-
grant workers —a crack40-mem-
ber team in Bihar has been doing
it all since March 24, working
round the clock to navigate the
fallout of the nationwide lock-
down, and break the chain of
COVID-19infections in the state.

On a typical day, the disaster
management department gets
2,000-2,500 calls, mostly from
workers stuck in other states. In
theinitial days, the calls — around
4,000 aday —would mostly be re-
quests to be brought home. Now,
a majority of them are pleas for
speedy transfers of the interim re-
lief of Rs 1,000 to their bank ac-
counts,as announced by the state
government.

Led by principal secretary
Pratyaya Amirit, the team holds
daily meetings with the state’s
chief secretary to discuss updates.

TEST
REP RTS
FROM THE
FIELD

TRACKING THEVIRUS,
LOCKDOWN

Villages here are also clear
that they don’t want outsiders to
bring the virus. Anything from
logs of wood to big rocks, cement
blocks to barbed wire, thorny
bushes, old tyres or even just a
rope tied across a frame are be-
ing used to deter entries, even on
the inaccessible roads. “Corona
ke karan bahari vyakti pravesh
nishedh (Due to Corona, no entry
for outsiders),” reads a message
on a cloth banner in Amabeda

The disaster management
team in Bihar. Express

After tracking the results of
6,200 tests and 60 positive cases,
ithas narrowed down hotspotsin
three districts — Panjwar and
Pachrukhi villages of Siwan,
Kaidarabad village of Begusarai
and Kaukol of Nawada.

“The borders of Siwan,
Begusarai and Nawada have been
completely sealed,” said disaster
management secretary Amrit.

Civil Defence ADGP Kundan
Krishnan, a member of the team,
said they had traced travel and
contact details of positive cases
found from Siwan and Nawada

village of Kanker district. But for
a region among the most back-
ward in the country, the restric-
tions have meant further short-
ages. Despite the government
promising “free ration”, the vil-
lagers are only getting free rice
and salt from the PDS shop, and
pay for everything else. Villagers
allege that PDS shopkeepers
have, in fact, been asking them
to pay double.

“We don’t have the money.
We are exchanging our toras for
jaggery and potatoes. If the gov-
ernment has said free, then why
are we paying almost double?”
asked Bhima, 28, from Kuakonda
block. PDS shops in Dantewada
and Kanker were found to be
shut. Weekly haats (market-
places) were stopped in the sec-
ond week of March.

and had been trying to track down
the source of contact for four pos-
itive cases from Begusarai.

No migrant has so far tested
positive in Bihar.

Elaborating on the tracking
system, displayed onabig screen,
IAS officer Shyam Bihari Merna
said they had used the Garud app
to trace migrants’ returnand their
current status.

After tracking 2.8 lakh mi-
grants and their home quaran-
tine status, they had recom-
mended that the health
department take 26 samples for
testing, he said.

The call recipients at the con-
trolroom, meanwhile, are flooded
with questions from migrants on
when they will receive their
money, even as members of the
teamdisburse the funds.Ofthe 6.2
lakh migrants who registered so
farwith the disaster management
department, 2.87 lakh people
have received the money.

For the team, the next big task
istotransfer moneyto 1.3 crorera-
tion card-holders.

“We would buy meat, veg-
etables and other items from the
haat. In our village, we only grow
tomatoes and some local vegeta-
bles. It has been almost a week
since I have fed my children any
vegetable. If the lockdown ex-
tends, where9 will we get our
supplies from?” said Nande, 38,
aresident of Potali.

Soaps are some of the first
few commodities that went off
the shelves.

Even in the health centers,
the staff bring their own soaps.
“The hospital’s stock ended in
March. Since then, we have been
getting our own liquid soaps,”
said a healthworker from the
PHC at Geedam.

Gomti Markam, however,
has a contingency plan. Sitting
under a mahua tree near her
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POST-LOCKDOWN

Haryana, Kerala
plan graded
withdrawals

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRILTI

WHILE SEVERAL states on
Saturday preferred an extended
lockdown, and others urged the
Centre to extend it till at least the
month-end, Haryana and Kerala
governments soughta graded re-
laxation.

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said the state
has decided to ease the lockdown
in the coming days, at least in
some districts, over two weeks
beginning April 15, while his
Kerala counterpart, Pinarayi
Vijayan, said the state has de-
manded a special economic pack-
age. “In places identified as
hotspots, the present restrictions
should continue until April 30.In
other districts, the state should be
given freedom to allow activities
ensuring social distancing. The
state government should be given
the authority to grant that,”
Vijayan said.

This comes on a day the
Centre saiditis considering are-
quest by most states to extend
the nationwide lockdown by
two more weeks beyond April
14, following Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s interaction
with the CMs.

Khattar, after participating in
the video conference, said that
depending on the number of
COVID-19 cases reported, his
government will create three
zones in the state to ease restric-
tions in certain areas.

The state will be trifurcated
into Red Zone (comprising dis-
tricts with maximum cases),
Orange Zone (districts vulnerable
and withincreasing number of in-

UN remark on
‘stigmatisation’
objectionable:
Indian official

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

FOLLOWING THE United
Nations’ call for the government
to fight “stigmatisation of cer-
tain sects of people”, an Indian
representative in a UN body
Saturday labeled the remark as
“highly objectionable”.

“Such matters are being
looked after by the government,
enlightened citizens and the
civil society in the country,” said
J S Raput, India representative
in the UNESCO Executive Board.

“In a recent NITI Aayog
meeting, it was reported that
Renata Lok-Dessallien, UN
Resident Coordinator in India,
brought out the issue of target-
ing of a particular community. [
found that highly objection-
able,” Rajput, also a former di-
rector of NCERT, told The Indian
Express.

“lam confident that the role
of UN agencies shall be seri-
ously and deeply analysed in
the post-coronavirus world,”
he said.

house, she said, “In the village
someone or the other helps. If
nothing comes, we will cook our
tora and make pej.”

For the mother of five and
grandmother of seven, the
empty roads and the inaccessi-
bility to her shrine in the forest
in a different district is a bigger
issue.

She scoffed as her children
and grandchildren protested at
the thought of eating
tora and pej.

“The time before Beej pan-
dum is meant for recuperation
before the toiling hard begins
again. But now, if we can’t cele-
brate the pandums, won't the
forest Gods get angry at us?”
she said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

fections), and Green Zone (dis-
tricts with negligible number of
cases).

Green Zone districts will have
maximum relaxations, even
though restriction on movement
of people will continue to remain
in force, Khattar said. “For in-
stance, districts such as Gurgaon,
Faridabad, Palwal and Nuh, which
have most COVID-19 cases, will be
in Red Zone. We will have to im-
pose certain strict measures in
these areas to curtail further
spread of the virus,” he said.

Atleast four Haryana districts
— Mahendragarh, Rewari,
Kurukshetraand Yamunanagar —
have not reported any confirmed
case as yet.

Khattar also said that “social
distancing committees” will be
constituted at district level to as-
sess the impact of the virus’
spread in their respective areas.
“Factories, industries, MSMEs
and other establishments can be
allowed to function if they pro-
vide food and accommodation
to their workforce on the prem-
ises. Small scale industries can
be allowed to function, but they
will have to strictly follow the
norms of social distancing,” he
said.

Vijayan told Modi during the
interaction that migrant work-
ers want to return to their home
states, so non-stop trains should
be allowed for their return after
April 14. He also said the state
government will accept all sug-
gestions made by the Centre.

He said: “The Prime Minister
said the next three to four weeks
are very crucial in controlling the
spread of COVID-19.The state is of
the opinion that timeis notripe to
gobackto the pre-lockdown days.
Lockdown should be lifted only
step by step.”

In Ahmedabad,

six discharged
patients offer to
be volunteers

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 11

WITH CASES from Ahmedabad
making up more than half the
total number of cases state-
wide, the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) on Saturday
made operational a COVID-19
care centre that will be used for
treatment of asymptomatic pos-
itive patients in the age group of
18 to 60 years.

The AMC has also decided to
deploy patients, who have been
discharged, as volunteers at the
centre.

As of Saturday, six of the 11
discharged from Ahmedabad
upon complete recovery, have
approached AMC offering to vol-
unteer at the care centre. The
oldest among the six who volun-
teered is 70 years old.

Ahmedabad Municipal
Commissioner Vijay Nehra said
“they shall be involved with sim-
ple assistance such as serving
food, water and replenishing ba-
sics ... subject to sufficient pro-
tection gear...”

At a later stage, these volun-
teers can be potential blood
donors for plasma therapy, in
case Gujarat chooses to adopt
the plasma therapy treatment
for the COVID-19 patients.

Ahmedabad district has re-
ported 243 cases until now with
159 cases reported in the past
three days. On Saturday, the city
reported a total of 46 positive
patients.

In a bid to take the pressure
off tertiary healthcare, an earlier
institutional quarantine facility
in Ahmedabad has now been
converted to a ‘COVID care cen-
tre', which will house asympto-
matic positive patients aged be-
tween 18 and 60 years from now
on, said AMC municipal com-
missioner Vijay Nehra.

The state government on
Friday had announced its deci-
sion to permit asymptomatic
positive patient and if aged more
than 85 years to stay at home,
subject to an undertaking from
the patient's family. The move,
the state health department said,
was to ensure that health of aged
patients doesn’t deteriorate.
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Mamata hits back over MHA lockdown warning

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, APRIL 11

A DAY after the Home Ministry
wrote to the West Bengal govern-
ment to take action against “grad-
ual dilution” of coronavirus lock-
down measures, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee hit back
sharply. “This is not a communal
virus,” Banerjee said, adding that
everyoneis aware of the commu-
nity thatresidesin the areas men-
tioned in the letter.

“Thisis notacommunal virus.
Thisis adisease,” Banerjee said at
apress conference in the state sec-
retariat here.

In a letter on Friday, the MHA

said that West Bengal was allow-
ing sale of non-essential itemsand
gatherings at vegetable and meat
shops, and that police were allow-
ing religious gatherings.
Drawing reference toaletterit
had written to the state on April 4
aboutviolation of lockdown meas-
ures, theletter said, “As per further
reports received from security
agencies, gradual dilution of lock-
down has been reported from
West Bengal with an increase in
the number of exceptions being
provided by the state government.
Forinstance, shopsrelating tonon-
essential itemms have been allowed
to function. There is no regulation
invegetable, fishand mutton mar-
kets where people have been

‘This is not communal virus’

thronging in complete violation of
social distancing norms in
Rajabazaar, Narkel Danga, Topsia,
Metiaburz, Gardenreach, Ikbalpur
and Maniktala in Kolkata... areas
such as Narkel Danga are report-
edly witnessing more COVID-19

like cases.”

It asked the state to take strict
action and send a report to the
Union government.

At the press conference,
Banerjee said, “The Indian govern-
ment has asked to keep a watch
onsome specificareas,|hope you
all understand which are the ar-
eas the Centre wants us to keep
special vigil.” She said she has
raised the matter of politics being
played by centralleadersatatime
when everyone should cooperate.

Reacting to Union minister
Babul Supriyo’s allegation that
COVID-19 figures in West Bengal
were not accurate, she said, “We
are maintaining cooperation with
the Centre. I said the Prime

Minister, Centre should also main-
tain this. Don’t play dirty games."

Supriyo had on Friday alleged
that Kolkata  Municipal
Corporationlisted 10 people who
had been cremated after testing
COVID-19 positive, which was in
contradiction to the state’s count
of five deaths.

On Saturday, a BJP delegation
led by Dilip Ghosh met Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar and alleged
that the state government was
suppressing information. Later, a
Raj Bhawan statement said, “The
delegation felt that the govern-
ment is suppressing real time in-
formation... Iturged the Governor
to take steps to ensure that the
datais accurate...”

2 models shine in different corners

Route map, geo-tag, screening:
How a Kerala district did it

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRILT1

AMONG THE people to test posi-
tive for coronavirus in Kerala fol-
lowing analert about the Tablighi
Jamaat gathering in Delhi was a
19-year-old, whose sample was
taken after she had been asymp-
tomatic and in home quarantine
for 14 days, because she had
boarded a train fromarailway sta-
tion nearby.

As Kerala hotspot
Pathanamthitta is discussed as
one of the successful examples of
how to contain COVID-19, what
makes it different is this level of
detail, including successful use of
technology.

The district has kept under ob-
servation almost all those who
have entered it via air, rail or road,
and put out route maps of posi-
tive cases to ensure no contacts
slip through, even as it tests
groups determined as high-risk.
By Saturday evening, the district
had tested 2244 samples.

During a meeting on last
Sunday, Union Cabinet Secretary
Rajiv Gauba said the strategy
adopted by Pathanamthitta was
worth emulating,

The district saw its first cases
in early March, with a three-
member Italy-returned family
and their relatives testing positive.
The count would eventually go
upto 16.

As a first step,
Pathanamthitta sealed its bor-
ders. Unlike other parts of the
country where only persons
with travel history from abroad
were being screened, it decided
to do so for all entering the dis-
trict, from overseas, other states
or even districts, creating a data-
base of the same. Details of those
who entered the district from

Medical staff collect swabs to carry out tests for COVID-19 in

Ernakulam, Kerala. Reuters

abroad and across the country
since January were added to the
database.

About their first challenge,
Collector P B Nooh said, “The im-
portance of social isolation, quar-
antine and containment strate-
gies was not familiar to
people then.

In a first, the district adminis-
tration also decided to prepare
route maps of the positive cases.
“Thiswas not a part of the contact-
tracing procedure. A flow chart
was publicised to help people see
if they had been present at a
stated travel path at a particular
time. After the chart was pub-
lished, we could trace more peo-
ple, and many voluntarily re-
ported to us. Later, all districts
emulated this model,” said
National Health Mission District
Programme Officer Dr Abey
Sushan.

The administration launched
acall centre from where enquiries
were made twice daily to those
under quarantine, regarding
medical and non-medical re-
quirements. Fourteen teams of
health workers monitored nearly

Unlike Wadhawans,
essential services pass
for travel does not
come easy for others

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, APRIL 11

FOR TWO days in a row, Prof
Laxman Kamble has been forced
to wait outside the Mumbai
Police headquarters to get an es-
sential services pass to move his
father to Kolhapur.

His father, who has to un-
dergo dialysis, is facing difficulty
using the common toilet, located
nearly 200 metres from
Kamble’s residence ata chawl in
Ghatkopar (East). “Two people
have to carry him to the toilet,”
Kamble said.

Their Kolhapur residence has
an attached bathroom that will
be safer and more convenient for
his father, who came to Mumbai
to undergo treatment for his kid-
ney ailment.

“Yesterday (April 10), I sub-
mitted an application seeking
permission for six people, in-
cluding a driver, which was re-
jected. Today (April 11), I have
come with an application for
four people,” he said, as he
waited for his turn on the fifth
floor of the new police commis-
sioner office on Saturday:.

Kamble’s case is in stark con-
trast to the ease with which the
Wadhawan brothers — Kapil and
Dheeraj — managed to get police
permission to move from
Khandala to Mahabaleshwar
without even having to approach
the police. The brothers have been
on the run since being named as
accused in a multi-crore scam

connected to Yes Bank.

The brothers received an au-
thority letter from IPS officer
Amitabh Gupta, who described
them as “family friends” and
granted them permission to
travel with a cavalcade of five
cars carrying 23 people, includ-
ing family members and a ret-
inue of domestic help. Gupta is
now on forced leave.

According to rules, those
who want to travel within the
city can approach the local po-
lice station, while those who
want to move across the state or
cross state borders in cases of
emergency have to approach the
office of DCP (Operations)
Pranaya Ashok.

“Eight out of 10 cases are re-
jected,” Ashok said. “We have to
screen every application care-
fully and ensure that only essen-
tial cases get permission.”

Another staffer from the de-
partment said in some cases, even
after the Mumbai Police provides
the essential services pass, the SP
ina particular district may not al-
low entry. “Given that there is a
high number of cases from
Mumbai, other districts, espe-
cially those with lower number
of cases, aren’t keen on allowing
entry to anyone coming from
Mumbai... police permission is no
guarantee,” the staff member
added.

According to an estimate, the
Mumbai Police headquarters has
received anywhere between
6,000 and 10,000 applications
seeking “essential” passes.

4,000 road and rail entrants on a
daily basis.

A group of engineering stu-
dents of IHRD College,
Chengannur, designed a ‘Corona
RM’ app, where the call centre
counsellors would upload re-
quirements of those under home
quarantine.

The administration next putin
place geo-mapping of those un-
der observation.

Nooh said selecting the right
population for sampling was a
key intervention. “With limited
kits, we could test only 200
samples a day. So we chose cat-
egories like international trav-
ellers, inter-state travellers,
health workers, and their pri-
mary contacts, migrant work-
ers, senior citizens under obser-
vation, symptomatic persons
and those who had returned
from COVID-19 hotspots, in-
cluding in India.” The Collector
said this is how they zeroed in
on the 19-year-old college stu-
dent from Delhi, an asympto-
matic person from Dubai, and
three people from Dharavi in
Mumbai.

Success of local
shutdown; Centre
holds up Agra model
of containment

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEW DELHI,APRIL 1T

A POSITIVE report at 2 am, 259
teams swingingintoactionandin-
tensive contact tracingin pre-lock-
down era covering over 1,65,000
households in Lohamandi area of
Agra. As Bhilwara model gains cur-
rency as a viable model for cluster
containment of coronavirus, the
Agramodel hasemerged asanal-
ternative way of achieving the
same results.

The Centre showcased the
Agra model on Saturday at the
daily COVID-19 briefing, and it is
also being shared with other
states as best practice.

Itwas discussed in the meet-
ing the Cabinet Secretary con-
vened a few days ago with dis-
trict magistrates, and also came
up for discussion on Tuesday
during a meeting at the highest
political level, top sources in the
government said.

Agra, which saw early cases af-
ter two people who had travelled
to Austriaalong with aresident of
Delhi's Mayur Vihar — Delhi’s first
confirmed coronavirus case —
travelled back home to Agra in
early March. Soon, six cases were
reported from the city.

A senior official associated
with the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme, who
oversaw the combing operations
that followed, said: “The confir-
mation from the airport tests
came at 2 am; we got into action
immediately. A 3-km radius
around the house was sealed and
259 teams were formed of two
members each. We covered 1.63

As the Bhilwara model
gains currency, the
Agramodel has
emergedasan
alternative way of
achieving containment
of the virus

lakh households in a few days,
took about 1,000 samples, used S
N Medical College as our base. It
was an exercise where nothing
could be left to chance — a secu-
rity guard was roped in to supply
daily needs to the families.”

Each team covered about 100
homes per day; doctors sat at a
nearby civil dispensary, and peo-
ple who showed symptoms
could visit them.

The Union Health Ministry
said: “The State, district admin-
istration and frontline workers
coordinated their efforts by util-
ising their existing Smart City
Integrated with Command and
Control Centre as war rooms...
the district administration iden-
tified epicentres, delineated im-
pact of positive confirmed cases
on the map and deployed a spe-
cial task force as per the micro-
plan made by the district admin-
istration.”

Agra, incidentally, was also the
earliest reference to community
transmission in an official state-
ment; experts such as AIIMS di-
rector Dr Randeep Guleria are
now talking about “localised com-
munity transmission” in hotspots.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Ayurveda practitioner from
UP dies, patients quarantined

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI, APRIL T1

A 58-YEAR-OLD Bulandshahr-
based Ayurveda practitioner
died due to COVID-19 in Delhi’s
Safdarjung Hospital on Saturday.
The Ayurveda practitioner
was admitted to the hospital on
April 8. On Saturday, the
Bulandshahr administration
sealed parts of Shikarpur area
where his clinic was situated.
“The doctor first fell ill on
April 3 and his condition deteri-
orated in four days. As his condi-
tion worsened, he got himself
admitted to a private hospital in
the district and was later referred

to Delhi. The health department
has begun the sanitisation of his
residence and clinic to prevent
further spread,” said
Bulandshahr District Magistrate
Ravindra Kumar.

According to officials, the
Ayurveda practitioner tested
positive on Friday. “The patient
reached the hospital in a critical
condition... a sample was col-
lected for testing. He was initially
not screened for COVID-19 at any
hospital,” said a senior doctor at
Safdarjung hospital.

His family has been placedin
home quarantine while his pa-
tients are being sent to institu-
tional quarantine. Their samples
are being taken.

The administration also
sealed the private hospital in
which the Ayurveda practitioner
first got admitted on April 7. The
district magistrate has initiated
proceedings to declare the resi-
dence and clinic area in
Shikarpur as hotspots.

The body was brought for
cremation at Nigambodh Ghat
in the capital ataround 4 pm. His
wife and son were accompanied
by two mortuary attendants of
Safdarjung Hospital, apart from
the driver of the hearse.

However, the cremation was
held up for nearly two-and-a-
half hours due the “absence of an
operator” for the CNG cremato-
rium, the hospital staffers said.
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Awoman sanitises her hands at a bank in Meja village of UP’s Prayagraj district. Ritesh Shukla

Delay in supply of kits

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

WHILE RAPID antibody tests to
check for novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) were set to begin
this past week in high density
clusters (containment zones)
and large migration gatherings/
evacuee centres, the plan has hit
aroadblock as the testing kits are
yet to arrive.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) had or-
dered 5 lakh Kkits, of which 2.5
lakh were to be delivered this
past week.

“The supplier said he will de-
liver (the rapid testing kits) but
it has not come so far. He says he
will deliver in the next two-three
days... kits will come,” Dr RR
Gangakhedkar, head of epidemi-
ology and infectious diseases at
ICMR, said on Saturday.

Following the successful
South Korea model, the serolog-
ical tests were to be used to
speed up the rate of detection of
cases and isolation to prevent
the spread of COVID-19. The de-
lay will affect the government’s
plan of incremental testing to get
a more accurate assessment of
the status of transmission.

With 768 new cases and 36
deaths reported in the last 24
hours, the total number of cases

detected across the country is
now 7,529, of which 242 died
while 652 recovered.

With 18,044 samples being
tested in the last 24 hours, the
number of tests has now gone
up to 1,79,374.

Responding to a question on
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) recommending rapid
tests only in research settings, Dr
Gangakhedkar said: “The tests
will show whether a person has
been exposed to the virus and
whether the virus is still inside
the body. This has two advan-
tages: in hotspots, it gives you an
idea about the spread of the dis-
ease; and in healthcare workers,
itreduces the fear factor by telling
you whether the person has be-
come immune and can get back
to work. This is a first generation
test. It will get better with time.”

Meanwhile, a day after deny-
ing a study that the Ministry of
External Affairs had attributed to
the ICMR, which said the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases in India
would have crossed 8 lakh by
April 15 if there was no lock-
down, Health Ministry Joint
Secretary Lav Agarwal said on
Saturday: “I would like to bring
to your notice that this is not a
study but a modelling exercise
we had done to extrapolate the
course of the disease in India
without a lockdown, based on

hits rapid test plan

the rate of growth.”

“Before the lockdown we
were at a cumulative growth rate
of 41%. Then the number of cases
would have been 8.2 lakh by
April 15. Post-lockdown, the
growth rate is down to 29%; we
have 7,447 cases today, it would
have been 45,000 without a
lockdown. We could be at 1.2
lakh cases by April 15 had there
just been containment and no
lockdown; would have been 2
lakh today without any meas-
ures. But this is amodelling exer-
cise we had done internally, not
an ICMR study.”

On the state of preparedness,
Agarwal said 586 dedicated
COVID hospitals with 1,04,613
isolation beds and 11,836 ICU
beds were ready so far, and the
numbers were increasing.

“The Government of India in
its continual efforts, following a
graded response approach, is en-
suring that there is no shortage
of supplies of critical items,
which includes PPEs, N95 masks,
testing kits, medicines and venti-
lators, with each state across the
country,” the Health Ministry
said in a statement.

Inaletterto states, the Ministry
of Home Affairs has asked them to
provide police security to doctors
and other medical staff whenever
required, especially when they go
for screening,

China test kits for TN delayed

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL 11

TAMIL NADU'S plan to increase
the number of sample tests with
rapid antibody test kits has hita
roadblock, with consignments
from China getting delayed.

State Chief Secretary K
Shanmugam confirmed reports
that the kits from China were de-
layed because a consignment for
India was sent to the US.

It will take 24 hours to get the
consignment after China allows
the shipment, but there was no
indication of a decision until
Saturday evening, said a senior
official of Tamil Nadu Medical
Services Corporation.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu re-
ported 58 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 on Saturday. One
death was reported in Erode,
said Shanmugam. The total
number of tested samples also
increased from 8,410 on Friday
t0 9,527 on Saturday.

The state had placed orders
for 4 1akh rapid antibody-based
kits in addition to those ex-
pected from the ICMR. The first
despatch of 1 lakh kits was to
reach Tamil Nadu on Thursday.

Valley residents take up station outside
localities to bar entry of outsiders

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, APRIL 11

WITH CORONAVIRUS cases in-
creasing in Jammu and Kashmir,
local residents in some parts of the
Valley have taken to sealing their
areas to prevent the movement of
vehicles and entry of outsiders.
Doctors in the region, however,
have expressed concern over
these blockades and their effect
on smooth functioning of health
services.

In parts of Srinagar, residents
have setup barricades to stop peo-
ple from entering. “Till date, we
have no coronavirus case in our
area and residents decided to
block entry. We have to take pre-

cautions of our own,” said a resi-
dent of Yatoo Mohallain Shivpora
area in Srinagar.

Inavillage in north Kashmir’s
Bandipora, volunteers guard the
entry points. “We have to take
these steps because no one knows
if someone is carrying infection.
They can infect others,” a villager
said. “Volunteers from the village
guard the main entry of the village
so that everyone in the village re-
mains safe,” he added.

Doctors in the Valley, however,
have aword of caution.

“This is stopping nothing; this
will only impede your way to
reach a hospital in case of an
emergency. Please understand
that coronadoesn’tlive inanother
mohalla. He (suspected case) is

not the other; he can be you, me,
anybody. Understand and main-
tain social distance and stay
home,” Kashmir’s leading psychi-
atrist Dr Arshad Hussain wrote in
a post on Facebook.

Residents said that alternate
routes were available in order to
deal with any emergency.

A senior government official
said that “they have come to know
about some cases and they are
lookingintoit”.

Several in the Valley said the
administration should ensure that
blocks are placed in a way that
medical emergency services are
not hampered.

“Areas should be blocked in a
manner that it should not block
entry of vehicles in case of amed-

ical emergency. At several places,
poles have been used to seal a par-
ticular area,” said Srinagar resi-
dent Shoaib Ahmad.

On Saturday, 17 new cases
were reported in J&K, taking the
total number of positive cases in
the UT to 224. An official release
on Saturday said that so far, 98 per
cent of the cases detected in the
UT have a travel history or are con-
tacts of patients who have tested
positive.

Officials also said on Saturday
that Srinagar, which has the high-
est number of cases in J&K, re-
ported no new cases for the first
time. “This shouldn’t thrill us. No
lowering of guard till we are de-
clared COVID-free,” Srinagar DM
Shahid Choudhary tweeted.

The state health services were
prepared to ship them to vari-
ous districts and had trained
health workers to administer
them.

“When the shipments from
China are cleared, we will get at
least 50,000 Kkits in the first
despatch,” Shanmugam said. He
said the state has enough stan-
dard swab testkits and that they
will continue aggressive testing
of family members and second-
ary contacts of positive cases
with available stock. “Rapid test
is for alarger population setting.
For example, if we had it, we
could have tested everyone in
the quarantine, containment
zones as well as all frontline
workers,” the chief secretary
said.

Unlike Kerala’s rapid-poly-
merase chain reaction (rapid-
PCR) testing kits from Pune-
based Mylab, which take nose or
throat swabs and give a result
within three hours, antibody
rapid test kits give the result in
30 minutes. Blood samples are
taken for the test with a lancet
provided for finger-pricks. If the
test is positive, samples are sent
for a PCR (polymerase chain re-
action) test.

Until Friday, Tamil Nadu re-
ported 911 confirmed COVID-19
cases and tested 7,267 samples.
Amid criticism that testing was
not adequate, the state has
maintained that it has been fol-
lowing ICMR guidelines. On
Friday, the state ordered district
health departments to test all
secondary contacts and every-
one with Severe Acute
Respiratory Illness irrespective
of travel history.

Over 20,000 health workers,
including those attached with
local bodies, are surveying vul-
nerable spots for potential cases
and people with symptoms. For
example, 11,000 health workers
and volunteers visited 9 lakh
houses in the Greater Chennai
region on Friday and identified
515 people with symptoms. G
Prakash, Corporation
Commissioner, said that 2488
people were identified with
symptoms like cold and fever
since the containment opera-
tions started.

Dr K Kolandaswamy, Director
of Public Health, said they would
continue the existing procedure
of screening and testing samples
until the rapid test kits arrive
from China.

Cleric among 8 arrested
for stone-pelting on health
workers, NSA invoked

AMIT SHARMA
MEERUT, APRIL 1T

EIGHT PERSONS, including a
cleric of amosque, were arrested
and booked under stringent
National Security Act (NSA) here
on Saturday in connection with
the attack on a team of health
workers and administrative of-
ficials in the town'’s Jaali Kothi
area late Friday night.
According to police, a team of
health workers and officials had
gone to Jaali Kothi to seal off the
area after three of the four
Tablighi Jamaat members, who
had attended Delhi Markaz last
month and were traced to a
mosque in the area, tested posi-

tive for coronavirus. Police said
as soon as the team reached the
area, they faced resistance from
residents who opposed barri-
cading of the area. Stones were
thrown from rooftops in which
Meerut City Magistrate Satendra
and Sub-inspector Mukesh were
injured, said police.

“All eight, including a cleric,
have been arrested and booked
under the National Security Act.
We took out a flag march in the
area after the incident on
Saturday morning and have ap-
pealed the residents to not come
out of their homes. We have
warned them of direct action if
such acts are reported in future,”
SSP(Meerut) Ajay Sahni told The
Sunday Express.
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I ECONOMY

Dlls, LED BY LIC, WERE MAJOR BUYERS, THUS PREVENTING A MAJOR CRASH

Domestic institutions bought stocks worth
over 39K crin Mar amid panic selling by FPIs

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 11

WHEN FOREIGN investors and
some retail investors were resort-
ing to panic selling in Indian stock
markets last month, domestic in-
stitutional investors (DIIs) led by
Life Insurance Corporation (LIC)
were major buyers, thus prevent-
ing a major crash in the markets.

DIIs made net purchases of
stocks of worthRs 55,595 crorein
the month of March this year.
Investment by DIIs in Marchis the
biggest monthly net purchases by
DlIsinthelast 15 years, according
todataavailable with BSE. Dlls had
made net purchases of Rs 16,933
crore in February.

DIlIs include banks, develop-
ment financial institutions, insur-

Dlls acting as
contrarian players
in market

DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONS, especially LIC, are contrarians
in the market. These institutions, which hold sizeable
stakes in most companies, are not alarmed by knee-jerk
sell-off in the markets and normally buy shares when

others sell and vice versa.

This strategy has enabled them to make decent profits
from the stock markets. LIC alone had made profits of over
Rs 23,000 crore from equity markets till January this year.

ance companies, mutual funds
and New Pension System.

The benchmark Sensex had
crashed 23 per cent to 29,468.49

PRADHAN MANTRI GARIB KALYAN YOJANA

128,256 cr disbursed to 31.77 crore beneficiaries

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

CASH AMOUNTING toRs 28,256
crore, or 17 per cent of the esti-
mated value of the Rs 1.7 lakh-
crore packaged announced by
the Centre, has been transferred
to the bank accounts of 31.77
crore beneficiaries as on April 10.

On March 26, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced the relief package un-
der Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana (PMGKY) for the poor to

BRIEFLY

Apple, Google
plan software

toslowvirus

Bengaluru: Apple Inc and
Google said on Friday that
they will work together to
create contact tracing tech-
nology thataims toslow the
spread of the coronavirus by
allowing users to opt into
logging other phones they
have been near.

‘Oil output cut
decisiontohave
majorimpact’

Cairo: United Arab Emirates’
energy minister Suhail Al
Mazrouei said Saturday that
a decision by the Organi-
zation of Petroleum Expor-
ting Countries and its allies
to cut oil supply will have a
major impact on rebalanc-
ing the oil market amid the
COVID-19 outbreak.

Malpass
upbeatondebt

relief progress

Washington: World Bank
Group President David
Malpass on Friday said he
was confident of progresson
his joint call with the
International Monetary
Fund for atemporary stand-
still in official bilateral debt
payments by the world’s
poorest countries. REUTERS

help them amid the lockdown.
The package was a mix of fresh
sops, front-loading of some of the
planned expenditures and utili-
sation of some of the au-
tonomous funds (no implication
on the Budget) at the state/dis-
trict level.

By front-loading PM-KISAN,
the Centre has transferred Rs
13,855 crore as the first instal-
ment of Rs 2,000 to each of the
6.93 crore farmers as on Friday,
the Finance Ministry tweeted.
Under the scheme, the govern-
ment has been providing Rs

in March, mainly on account of
heavy selling by foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs), who pulled
out Rs 65,816 crore — also the

6,000 to each farmer spread over
three equal installments ina year.

It also transferred Rs 500 to
each of 19.86 crore women Jan
Dhan account holders (97 per
cent of the total beneficiaries), in-
volving an outgo of Rs 9,930
crore. Two more instalments to
these account holders will be
provided in the subsequent
months.

From the one-time grant of Rs
1,000 each to senior citizens,
widows and differently-abled
people, the Centre has trans-
ferred one portion of that

biggest monthly withdrawals by
FPIs so far.

“Domestic institutions, espe-
cially LIC, are contrarians in the
market who buy shares when
others sell and vice versa. Many of
the blue chips were available at
rock bottom pricesinMarch,” said
aninstitutional source.

However, the trend has
changed in Aprilwhen the Sensex
staged a partial recovery of around
3,000 points. FPIs bought stocks
worthRs 1,345 crore and DIIs sold
Rs 2,025 crore till April 9.

LICis the biggest player in the
stock market, with an average in-
vestment of over Rs 50,000 crore
every year.

As on January 31, 2020, the
Corporation had booked profits to
the tune of Rs 23,273 crore from
itsinvestment in equities in 2019-

amounting Rs 1,405 crore to 2.82
crore beneficiaries through direct
benefit transfer (DBT) mode.

To give support to building
and other construction workers,
Rs 3,066 crore was transferred to
2.16 crore beneficiaries.

As part of the package, the
Centre had asked states to use
roughly Rs 31,000 crore available
with them under the Welfare
Fund for Building and Other
Constructions Workers (created
under a Central Act) to protect
such workers against economic
disruptions. FE

Contribution to CM relief funds, paying
wages during lockdown not part of CSR

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL 11

CONTRIBUTIONS BY companies
to the chief minister’s disaster re-
lief funds of various states and
payment of salaries and wages to
temporary workers will not count
towards mandatory corporate so-
cial responsibility (CSR) expendi-
ture, said a Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (MCA)release on Saturday.

It did, however, note that ex-
gratia payments to temporary or
casual workers specifically for
“fighting COVID-19” may be
counted as CSR expenditure as a

Ex-gratia payment to
temporary or casual
workers for fighting
COVID-19 could count
as CSR expenditure, an
MCArelease said

one-time exemption. The release
did, however, say that contribu-
tions made to state disaster man-
agement authorities to combat
COVID-19 would qualify as CSR
expenditure

The move will likely channel a
greater portion of corporate con-

‘COVID-19 severe demand
shock for Indian economy’

The coronavirus pandemic s a “severe demand shock” for
the Indian economy and could lead to further moderation in
the country’s GDP growth, Dun & Bradstreet said in a report

4.8%:

ESTIMATE FOR GDP GROWTH
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020,
REVISED DOWNWARDS BY
0.2 PERCENTAGE POINTS

6%:

ESTIMATE FOR GDP GROWTH
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021,
REVISED DOWNWARDS BY
0.5 PER CENT

6,606:

tributions to the PM-CARES Fund,
which was set up for disaster re-
lief after the virus outbreak. The
MCA had earlier clarified that con-
tributions to the PM-CARES Fund
would count towards mandatory
CSR expenditure by companies.

The release also clarified that
payment of salaries and wages
during the lockdown would not
be counted as CSR expenditure. “...
payment of salary/ wages to em-
ployees and workers even during
the lockdown period is a moral
obligation of the employers, as
they have no alternative source of
employment or livelihood during
this period,” it noted.

INDIAN ENTITIES THAT HAVE LEGAL LINKAGES WITH FIRMS IN
COUNTRIES WITH A LARGE NUMBER OF CONFIRMED CASES

ADVERSE EFFECTS OF
CORONAVIRUS-INDUCED
LOCKDOWN:

M Significant disruption across
multiple sectors

M Affect on human lives
Il Hampering global supply chain
Il Steep fallin consumption

GREEN SHOOTS OF
RECOVERY OFFSET:

The pandemic is a severe demand
shock has offset the green shoots
of recovery of the economy that
were visible towards end-2019
early2020

Source: Dun & Bradstreet/PTI

According to the D&B report, the three major channels of impact for Indian businesses are
legal linkages, supply chain and macroeconomic factors

Trai suggests interoperable STBs,
changes in FM radio auction prices

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

THE TELECOM Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) has sug-
gested that all set-top boxes (STB)
in the country must support in-
teroperability, meaning that a
user can change their direct-to-
home (DTH) and cable service
provider without having to
change the box every time In its
recommendations, the telecom
regulator said that this would fos-
ter innovation in the segment,
and make STBs more affordable.
“Thelack of interoperability of
STBs between different service
providers not only deprives cus-
tomer of the freedom to change
his service provider but also cre-
ates a hindrance to technological
innovation, improvement in serv-

ice quality, and the overall sector
growth,” Trai said.

Italso noted that though STBs
provided by DTH companies
comply with licence conditions
to support common interface
module-based interoperability, in
practice most of them were still
not very readily interoperable.

The regulator has suggested
that the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry could
make the required change in li-
cencing norms so thatinteroper-
ability could be introduced as a
mandatory requirement.

Inaddition to STBs interoper-
ability, Trai has released its rec-
ommendations for the reserve
price for auction of frequency
modulation (FM)radio channels.
Inits fresh suggestions, the regu-
latory body said that the reserve
price for the valuation of FM ra-

dio channels should be calculated
by taking into consideration the
population of the city, the
latest per capital gross state do-
mestic product, and the listener-
ship of radio channels, among
other factors.

“The reserve price for FM ra-
dio channels for each of the 273
new cities has been fixed at 80 per
cent of the valuation for each city,
except for the cities of situated in
north eastregion,and Jammuand
Kashmir, for which reserve price
has been fixed at 40 per cent of
the valuation of each city,” the
Authority said.

Among the major cities up for
auction, the reserve prices for
Kolkata hasbeen keptatRs 53.39
crore, while that of Ludhiana in
Punjab and Vijayawadain Andhra
Pradesh have been keptatRs 7.83
crore and Rs 7 crore, respectively.

20. The state-owned insurer re-
alised a lower profit of Rs 23,621
crore from its equity investment
in 2018-19, down 7.89 per cent
fromRs 25,646 crore in the previ-
ous year. It had made a gross eg-
uity investment of Rs 68,621 crore
during 2018-19.

FPIs were exiting from emerg-
ing markets like India in the wake
of the uncertainties created by
coronavirus pandemic and the
business and trade dislocations
across the world.

Wall Street and European
markets had also tanked amid
worries over the looming reces-
sionindeveloped countries. “DIIs,
especially institutions like LIC,
have the financial capacity to hold
onto stocks for several years. They
have been booking profits year af-
ter year,” said an analyst.

20 control
rooms set up to
address issues
of workers

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

THE UNION Labour and
Employment Ministry has set up
20 control rooms across the
country to address distress calls
and complaints for workers in
central sphere, amid the ongo-
ing 21-day national lockdown to
contain the COVID-19 pandemic.

About 60 officers, three each
in the 20 regions, have been
given the task of monitoring the
complaints and issues being
faced by workers in the central
sphere, i.e. establishments under
the central government,
Railways, mines, oil-fields, ma-
jor ports or any other central
public sector undertaking.

The Centre is learnt to have
taken this step to deal with com-
plaints coming from low-in-
come and MSME (micro, small
and medium enterprise) work-
ers, who are expected to be
among the worst hit by the slow
economic activity due to the
coronavirus-induced lockdown.

The Ministry had earlier is-
sued advisories to all public sec-
tor and private sector employers
to not terminate any employee
— casual or contractual — and
not reduce wages.

SECTORS THATMAY
BEHITMOSTBY
COVID-19:

Logistics

Auto

Tourism

Metals

Drugs and pharmaceuticals
Electronic goods

MSMEs

Retail

INsURANCE WATCH
30-DAY EXTENSION FOR PREMIUM: LIC

Mumbai:Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) on Saturday
announced an extension of 30 days for payment of premium due in
March and April 2020 to mitigate the hardships being faced by
policyholders in the wake of COVID-19. PTI
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INTERVIEW WITH MD & CEO, PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK

‘Planned for credit growth of 8% ...
now we'll have to see how COVID
impacts and it may be around 6%’

HAVING COMPLETED the merger
with Oriental Bank of Commerce
and United Bank of Indiaand nav-
igating through merger chal-
lenges, Punjab National Bank
(PNB)is now required to support
itsborrowers and carry out direct
benefit transfers and other gov-
ernment schemes for the benefit
of the poor, amidst the coron-
avirus pandemic. Speaking on the
eve of PNB'’s 126th foundation day,
SS MALLIKARJUNA RAO, MD and
CEO, told SANDEEP SINGH that
the bank is comfortable on finan-
cial and capital adequacy fronts
for now. Stating that while the
bank had earlier planned for a 8
per cent credit growthin FY21, the
COVID-19 impact may limit it to
around 6 per cent. Excerpts:

How is the moratorium relief
working out for customers?

RBI has given moratorium for
three instalments and we have
passed it automatically to all cus-
tomers. Among others things, we
are looking at the fact that the
daily cash withdrawal require-
ments are met and electronic
transactions go through. We are
seeing that the money is going to
Jan Dhan account holders under
direct benefit transfer.

In the last week, we have re-
leased four new schemes. For
Kisan Credit Card holders, addi-
tional funding of 25 per cent of
theirlimitorRs 50,000, repayable
in periods. For self help groups, we
are releasing funds of up to 5,000
for each member or Rs 1,00,000
for the group, and this is also re-
payablein three years. We are also
giving personal loan equivalent to
three months of average monthly
salary up to a maximum of Rs 3
lakh, which again is repayable in
three years. Then, we have an-
other scheme for big customers
which is additional working cap-
ital funding. Now, we are reaching
out to them for utilisation of funds.

How is the pace of PMJDY
withdrawal ?

Till yesterday, around 15 per
cent had taken it. It has gained
pace over the last 2-3 days, both
at ATMs and through banking cor-
respondents. We are following
certain measures to maintain so-
cial distancing and to avoid
crowding.

Do you see any uptick in credit
growth?

Our credit growth happened
till second week of March and it
was 3 per cent year-on-year. We
were running negative till Dece-
mber 2019. We don’t expect in-

“Our credit growth
happened till
second week of
Marchanditwas 3
per cent year-on-
year. We were
running negative till
December2019”

SS MALLIKARJUNA
RAO

vestment or other demand in the
first half of the fiscal and expect
the investments to pick up in the
second half onwards.

How are you positioned both
on capital and risk front?
Would you require any fresh
capital from the government?

No, we don't need capital from
the government. As of December
2019, PNB's capital adequacy ra-
tio was 14.04 per cent, and at the
end of March 2020, we expect it
tobearound 13 per cent, whichis
sufficient enough. RBI has recently
decided to defer theimplementa-
tion of the last tranche of 0.625 per
cent of the capital conservation
buffer by six months from March
31 to September 30. So I don't
think we will be breaching the
common equity tier 1 (CET1)level
or capital to risk assets ratio
(CRAR).Itwill be much more than
what is required by regulation.

In September, we got Rs
16,000 crore because of which the
capital adequacy is there. In
December, we tookRs 1,500 crore
as tier 2 and we have asked the
government to permit for addi-
tional tier 1 for anywhere be-
tween Rs 3,000-4,000 crore. We
also have more headroom in tier 2
to the extent of Rs 1,500-2,000
crore. We are planning these two
in the first half of this fiscal.

As far as QIP is concerned,
which we are planninginH2 , we
will assess after the first combined
balance sheet is out after the end
of June quarter. That will be the
first balance sheet that will give us
the position of CRAR. Originally
we planned for a credit growth of

8 per centand now we will have to
see how COVID impacts and it
may be around 6 per cent.
Considering that, we will plan for
QIP or other means in H2. The
quantum we will finalise after
June quarterly result.

Why are banks not extending
moratorium to NBFC term
loans?

It has not been extended au-
tomatically because the other
window of targeted long-term
repo operations (TLTRO) is work-
ing. Already RBI has come with
two biddings and whatever fund
we get from TLTRO bidding, we
will be required to investin bonds
or CPs of the companies. Out of
that, 50 per cent is earmarked for
primary issuances and 50 per cent
for the secondary market.
Suppose a MF (mutual fund) has
invested in NBFC and the MF is
having aliquidity problem, we can
purchase from the secondary
market. Besides, NBFCs can also
come in the fourth window that I
spoke earlier about — the emer-
gency credit facility regarding
working capital.

While state-owned banks are
passing onrate cuts to
customers, private banks do
not seem to be so prompt. Why
this stark divergence?

If you look at the repo linked
lending rates, it is mandatory for
banks. When RBI cut the repo rate
by 75 basis points last month, this
got automatically transferred to
retail and MSME borrowers be-
ginning April 1.1don’t think there
is any option for private sector
lenders to not pass on that.
However, in case of MCLR linked
rates, the reductions are not on ex-
pected lines. We have already re-
duced 30 basis points from April
1.RBI s talking to everybody.

The paradoxical position is
that inspite of that, their credit
growth is much higher.

Canyou see areason to that?

Ithink that because of the set-
tlement of cases under the IBC
process, the loan outstanding has
gone down. Suppose if Rs 10,000
croreis settled, while the amount
received isonly Rs 5,000 crore (50
per cent haircut), but the loan out-
standing is reduced by Rs 10,000
crore. Majority of the IBCaccounts
arein public sector banks and pri-
vate banks have few. So, the credit
growth of public sector banks
should be understood more in-
trinsically with the outstanding
that gets reduced because of the
settlements.

Banks seek govt guarantee for lending
to some sectors, says SBI Chairman

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 11

BANKS HAVE asked the govern-
ment to offer guarantees for
lending to certain sectors amid
the COVID-19 lockdown, so that
they have greater comfort while
sanctioning loans, State Bank of
India (SBI) Chairman Rajnish
Kumar said on Saturday.
Speaking to representatives
from the real estate industry
over a video conference, Kumar
said this guarantee-based model
is ideal in the current circum-
stances. “The risk capital comes
from the government, liquidity

“Therisk capital comes
from the government,
liquidity comes from RBI
and the intermediationis
done by the public sector
banks. Sothatisa
workable model because
therisk appetite of the
banks is limited”

RAJNISH KUMAR
CHAIRMAN, STATE BANK OF INDIA

comes from RBI and the inter-
mediation is done by the public
sector banks. So that is a work-
able model because the risk ap-
petite of the banksis limited,” he

said.

Whether the government
will be in a position to guarantee
ending by the private sector or to
restrict guarantees to lending by
the public sector only is up to
them, he added. It will be quite
helpful even if the government
guarantees only incremental
lending to these industries.

“I believe there are various
suggestions and the government
has appointed various empow-
ered groups so all that informa-
tion will be gathered and
analysed and then we can expect
some package and an exit plan
from the lockdown,” the SBI
chief said. FE

AsS IMF CALLS IT ‘WORST CRISIS SINCE GREAT DEPRESSION’, SOME BET ON A SOLID REBOUND

V-shaped or U-shaped? Economists divided on virus recovery

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON, APRILT1

THE CORONAVIRUS pandemic
has hit like a worldwide hurri-
cane, shutting activity in most
economies simultaneously, but
some forecasters are more opti-
mistic about the prospects for re-
covery once the worst has past.
International Monetary Fund
managing director Kristalina
Georgieva has called it the worst
crisis since the Great Depression
a century ago, and warned the
damage could linger. And yet
there are private economists bet-
ting on a solid rebound as soon
as people can get back to work.
With 1.5 million confirmed
cases and 100,000 deaths, the
virus has forced economies

A Marshalls department store, closed due to the outbreak of
coronavirus in Washington, DC, US. Reuters

worldwide to shut down, which
in the United States caused 17
million workers to lose their jobs
in just three weeks.

Economists at the New York
Federal Reserve Bank said the

impact is more akin to a natural
disaster like a hurricane, rather
than a traditional financial or
economic crisis. “Recessions typ-
ically develop gradually over
time,” researchers Jason Bram

and Richard Dietz said in a blog
post Friday.

“The coronavirus pandemic,
in contrast, came on suddenly,
hitting the economy at full force
in one month.” And like a hurri-
cane, it first hit the travel and
tourism industry, they said.

But unlike a natural disaster,
the authors said the pandemic
has not left physical destruction
in its wake, “which may well fa-
cilitate a quicker economic recov-
ery.”

Karen Dynan, a former US
Treasury chief economist, is look-
ing at a 20 percent drop in the
American economy in April and
May, leading to an eight percent
contraction for the year.

But Dynan, who helped pro-
duce the semi-annual forecast
put out by the Peterson Institute

for International Economics, is
more upbeat about the recovery,
projecting a 7.2 percent US re-
bound in 2021 year-over-year.

While US officials have ex-
pressed hope about a “V-shaped”
recovery, with a sharp, rapid re-
turn to growth, private econo-
mists are more cautious given the
uncertainty around the duration
and severity of the pandemic.

“We're getting the ‘check-
mark’ not that classic V,” Dynan
told reporters, referring to the
steep decline and gradual recov-
ery. “We're going to have to pro-
ceed slowly, in terms of opening
up the economy again. And we're
going to have some setbacks,”
she said, while acknowledging
that many of her Peterson col-
leagues disagree with her more
upbeat view.
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Inside the COVID ward

The hazmat suit can get oppressive, the separation from loved ones painful, and fear of the virus paralysing.
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(Left)Award ata
Delhi government
hospital; (below)
outside Rajiv
Gandhi Cancer
Hospital in Delhi,
which has over a
hundred COVID-
19 patients.
Express/

Amit Mehra

ANKITA DWIVEDI JOHRI recounts 24 hours in the life of four doctors and nurses on the frontlines of the battle against coronavirus
in the Capital, armed with a few PPE Kits, bottles of sanitisers, and — when the stress gets unbearable — Mohammad Rafi songs

OAKED IN sweat after a gruelling

shift, every night, she returns tothe

Dental Block of her hospital to

sleep. The goggles and mask

stretched across her face all day
leave bruises; the heat, she says, has set off
pimples. Her limbs ache from wearing a PPE
suitasize too small. What she craves thenis a
bath, but dreads it too.

“My room is not a dormitory, it's a labora-
tory. There are three toilets, no bathroom... I
use the jet spray to take a shower. ThenIwash
my clothes near the toilet and hang them on
a railing where clothes of 17 other nurses —
all of them exposed to COVID-19 patients all
day — are also left for drying. That’s the mo-
ment [ break down every day,” says the 50-
year-old nurse who was assigned to the spe-
cial ward of a dedicated COVID-19 hospital in
the National Capital on April 4. “Dar lagta hai,
rona aata hai (1 feel scared, I feel like crying)...
ButIjust take a painkiller and sleep.”

In another part of the city, a 25-year-old
doctor, who has been working in the
COVID-19 ICU of a Delhi government terti-
ary care hospital since March 26, is relying
on a pill to stay safe. “I have been taking a
dose of hydroxychloroquine. I went to 15
shops to get it, but it was not available any-
where. I finally had to borrow from a friend.
Its effectiveness in treating COVID-19 has not
been proven but it's recommended. I know
it can have serious side effects. I read that a
doctor in Guwahati died after consuming it.
ButIam taking my chances,” he says.

On a continuous 14-day shift in the
COVID-19 ward before he gets a break for a
fortnight of quarantine, the post-graduate
resident doctor from the internal medicine
department says he loves his job, but fears
putting the lives of his elderly parents in dan-
ger. “The ICU is the most infectious zone. |
have to insert tubes through the patient’s
mouth into his airways, put food tubes,
catheter, if needed... am constantly exposed
to their body fluids,” he says, adding, “My
parents are very paranoid, and insisted on
taking the hydroxychloroquine tablets too.
ButIdidn’tlet them.”

As the country remains in lockdown,
with people barred from stepping out of their
homes, a large army of doctors and nurses
have been making their way to COVID wards
each day and night, treating patients even as
they fight their own fears. With the novel
coronavirus cases in India crossing 7,000, the
burden of treatment has largely fallen on the
country’s creaking government healthcare
system and its over-worked staff. In Delhi,
with over 20 virus hotspots and 19 deaths, at
least six hospitals/blocks have been dedi-
cated to the treatment of nearly 1,000
COVID-19 patients, and thousands of sus-
pected cases.

“All the six floors of my hospital are
brimming with people, there’s hardly any
social distancing that happens. Ambulances
are dropping off family after family, all sus-
pects. I am not in a PPE kit all the time, so
when I first come in contact with suspected
cases, I usually have only a surgical gown
and a three-layered mask for protection. If
any of them coughs, I shudder... At times
such as these, I simply plug in my head-
phones, listen to Mohammed Rafi songs for
a few minutes, calm down, and return to

the job,” says the 50-year-old nurse.

Before the shift

These days, the 25-year-old doctor begins
his day with a WhatsApp video call to his
parents. Since the Cardiac Care Unit at his
hospital was transformed into a COVID-191CU,
he has moved to a separate floor of his house.

“I'tell them to prepare my food and leave
it at the door. I was given the option of stay-
ing at a hotel, but my family got extremely
worried and insisted that I stay at home,” he
says. He also makes calls to a few friends,
mostly doctors, across the country, to catch
up with them. “They have been my support.
I have to admit that I have been calling them
more than usual,” he says. The post-graduate
resident doctor, who is now three years into
his job, has been working in three shifts — 9
amto 3 pm, 3 pm to 9 pm, and the night shift
every third day, from 9 pm to 9 am, after
which he gets a day off.

Given the infectious nature of the disease,
separation from family is a reality for many
doctors across the country, like for a 40-year-
old cardiac surgeon from a Delhi government
hospital who has also been staying on a sep-
arate floor of his house.

“In the mornings, my daughters, 5 and 8,
come out in the balcony and we shout out
and talk to each other. They have also in-
vented a game — they have named me coro-
naand pretend like they are out to catch me,”
says the doctor, who volunteered for a posi-
tion in the COVID-19 ward in early March.

“The distance was necessary because my
father, in his 70s, has both a lung and heart
condition... [ have worked in tuberculosis
wards earlier, so my family is used to me tak-
ing precautions. But this time it's a pandemic
and so the stress levels are higher,” he smiles.

For the 50-year-old nurse, a diabetic
mother and a 10-year-old son at home made
her opt for the hostel facility at her hospital. “I
have beenin the profession for 22 years.I mar-
ried late to focus on my career. My shifts have
usually beenlong, but thisis the first time that
[ have been away from home for this long,”
says the nurse who hails from Goa.

Sonow she spends her mornings talking to
her child and husband, often “hiding my wor-
ries”. “They read about the staff at the Delhi
State Cancer Institute getting infected, they
ask me all kinds of things. I just say everything
is fine.Ihave also told them thatIdon’t have a
phone with me, sodon’t call me till 10 pm. But
I have one; I just don’t want them to call me
when I am busy with the patients or when I
am too stressed,” she says. “Sinceit’s Lent sea-
son, I also pray for the safety of my family be-
fore leaving for work. I have bought some dry
fruits and fruits from outside which I eat to
strengthen my immunity,” she says.

As she enters the toilet in the Dental Block
tofreshen up, she says, she cringes at the sight
of the bucket, mug and towel. “They were used
by the staff here before us.Idon’t know if they
have been disinfected,” she says.

But she is relieved that she does not have
to go back home after the shift. “Two nurses at
the hospital have been travelling from Noida
every day. Their families are exposed to the
virus. Once my 14-day duty ends, | hope they
test me before sending me home. The 50
nurses who worked before us were not tested,
just sent for 14-day quarantine.”

INFECTEDIN
THELINE OF DUTY

More than 150* healthcare
workers are now infected with
coronavirus in India, including
doctors, nurses, paramedics

DELHI 34
Doctors 11, nurses 20,
paramedics/other hospital staff 3

MADHYA PRADESH 7
doctors 4, paramedics 3
MAHARASHTRA 86
Including 10 doctors, 61 nurses
KARNATAKA 1
Doctor 1

KERALA 2
Nurse 1, paramedics/ health staff 1
UTTARPRADESH 4
Doctor 3, hospital staff 1
CHANDIGARH 3

Doctors 2, nurse 1

PANCHKULA (HARYANA) 10
Nurse 1, paramedics/ hospital staff 9

J&K 1
Doctor 1

GUJARAT 2
Doctor 1, paramedic 1

TELANGANA 1
Doctor 1

TAMIL NADU 3
Doctor 3

RAJASTHAN 14

Doctors 4, Nurses 14
*As of April 10

Inside the ward

As per norms, and accounts by doctors
and nurses that The Sunday Express spoke to,
the COVID-19 wards in the Capital are “well-
ventilated spaces with beds placed at least
six feet apart and no extra furniture”. They
are disinfected with sodium hypochlorite
several times a day. Separate toilets would
be ideal, but at most places, at least three to
six patients share a facility.

“The rooms cannot have air-conditioners
because that would lead to stagnant air, an
ideal environment for the virus to thrive. This
also means that a doctor or nurse can’t wear
a PPE suit for more than two hours, because
it gets very uncomfortable in this weather. It
is easier in colder countries,” says the 40-
year-old doctor, whose first challenge upon
arriving at the hospital is ensuring social dis-
tancing among the large groups of patients
who arrive at the reception every morning.
The 450-bed hospital he works in has 200
COVID-19 patients now.

“I take two rounds of the wards in the day.
Tuse the stethoscope for auscultation, I have to
come in contact with positive patients and
suspected cases,” he says.

Strengthen hands
of medical staff

OVER 150 healthcare workers,
including doctors and nurses, have
tested positive for coronavirus so far.
On the frontlines of the battle
against COVID-19, the country’s
health professionals have so far
flagged issues such as shortage of
personal protective equipment and
lack of accommodation, besides
being stigmatised as carriers of the
virus. For the government, this then
is the time to acknowledge some of
these concerns and strengthen the
hands of the medical fraternity. The
ordering of 1.7 crore PPEs in the past
week is a step in that direction.

Around seven people, including nurses,
security and cleaning staff, are presentin the
hospital’s COVID ward at any given time.
When not in the ward — there are six COVID
wards at the hospital, including the ICU and
Flu Clinic — the doctor works from a
‘COVID-19 office’ that has been set up at the
hospital recently.

“Recently,a man who had returned from
Thailand and had COVID-19 symptoms kept
holding his little son in his arms. I had to
counsel him for long before he agreed to let
him go,” he says. Patients with fever, cough
and sore throat first arrive at the hospital’s
Flu Clinic to get tested. At least 50 patients
have been testing positive at the hospital
every day.

“I then move on to take stock of PPE,
about 15 of which are used in each shift, and
then go through patient files, and finally brief
all my staff — nurses, ward boys, cleaners —
on how to deal with COVID-19 patients.I can
also easily tell when one of them is scared,
it'son their faces. I try to be jovial with them,
that helps,” says the doctor.

For the Goa nurse, the “fear” is mostly a
sinking feeling as she slips into the pink kurta-

pyjamauniform at her hospital every day. “It's
washed with clothes of all other nurses. 1 rub
alotof sanitiser overit,” she says. Her hospital
has 600 active and suspected COVID-19 cases,
while her ward has six positive patients.

“We are four nurses on a shift, and only
the one who goes into the ward gets a PPE
kit. The rest are in surgical gowns and masks.
But suspected cases are walking into the hos-
pital all day long,” she says. She is part of a
group of 120 nurses working at the hospital
in three shifts —7amto 2.30 pm, 2.30 pm to
10pmand 10 pmto 7 am.

For a 32-year-old nurse, who is now at
home after completing her 14-day shift, it was
the “donning and doffing of the PPE that left
me anxious... We didn’t have a separate room
for changing, about six of us did it together. I
washed my hand after removing each part of
the equipment,” says the nurse who hails from
Kerala and has been working at a Delhi gov-
ernment hospital for the past six years.

A single parent who lives with her eld-
erly mother and child, she says she staysina
separate room at her house, uses a different
toilet,and pours Dettol all over her shoes and
clothes every day. “Unlike doctors, nurses are
not tested after the 14-day shift ends. There
was no thermal screening facility at my hos-
pital either. Solam continuing with the pre-
cautions,” she says. However, she says, sheis
relieved that she doesn’t have to wear gloves
until her next 14-day shift. “I am allergic to
latex powder that is used while wearing
gloves. My hands would remainitchy all day.
[ would wash them all the time.”

Washing his hands 20-25 times is also
among the many precautions that the 25-
year-old doctor takes every day as he begins
duty. “Even in the 20 minutes that it takes to
wear the PPE, [ wash my hands five-six times.
I then head to the ICU, where I have four
patients now,” he says.

His three years in the job have seen him
being posted in infectious wards before and
he is “not scared of the work anymore”. “I
once got pricked by a needle used for a sus-
pected HIV patient. It was 3 am and [ rushed
to get a test. It took six hours for the results to
come. Fortunately, it was negative. Such in-
cidents will happen, you can’t avoid it,” he
says. He will be tested for the virus when his
14-day duty ends.

With no family attendants for the
patients, doctors and nurses end up doing a
lot more work. “Changing diapers of elderly
patients, emptying urine bags... all of this
carries chances of infection.”

And then there are the “VIP patients”.
“Some of these patients are frustrated at not
having found a place at private hospitals.
Food complaints are a constant,” he says.

VIP patients have made the 50-year-old
Goa nurse’s “life difficult” too. “They all have
mobile phones, and they keep calling the land-
lines and our mobile phones, asking for chai,
juice, their reports. Once, a patientaccused me
of hiding his reports... They complain about
the cleaner, electrician, ward boy, and they
blame nurses for everything. Hum kisko bolein
(Who do we complain to)?” she says.

She serves food to patients three times a
day in disposable plates and glasses. “It
comes from the hospital kitchen — roti-sabzi,
dal-chawal. If a patient is diabetic or has any
other underlying condition, the diet is

changed accordingly,” she explains.

The 40-year-old doctor says it's normal
for patients to be frustrated.

“They are away from their family, there is
no emotional support. For a significant part
of my shift, I double up as a counsellor.
Recently, a young patient sat on the window
sill, flung his legs out and threatened to jump.
[ had to pull him in. I later realised he was
a drug addict and was experiencing
withdrawas,” he says.

As for his own mental health, says the 40-
year-old doctor, “Knowing the science behind
the spread of the virus, and not relying on
‘WhatsApp and Facebook science’ keeps me
sane. [ have been following reports from
Wuhanand Italy. It's going to be along journey.
We can't lose steam this early. My thoughts
are similar to that of any soldier.”

To keep his staff healthy, the 40-year-old
doctor also ensures that they eat on time.
“I get my food from home,” he says, adding
that the staff takes turns to eat, and ensure
social distancing,.

The 50-year-old nurse says food is one
thing they don’t worry about. “We recently
got meals from Taj Hotel. It was very tasty,” she
says. However, she has been taking care not
to drink too much water so as to avoid using
the toilet. “We have to remove the entire suit
to use the toilet, and then disinfect. Plus, go-
ing to the toilet, which the other nurses have
also used, only adds to my stress. COVID shift
mein physical se zyaada mental stress hai
(There’s more mental than physical stress
while in COVID shift).”

So what does she do to fight it? “Apart
from listening to old Hindi songs, 1 lean on my
friend of 22 years. We started out together as
nurses. We share our concerns and motivate
eachother,” she says. “I like to take care of peo-
ple and that is why [ became a nurse. But we
need some care t00.”

After the shift

After along day at the hospital — that can
range between six and 14 hours — the
25-year-old doctor begins his “return home
routine”. “I first take a shower at the hospital
and inform my parents that I am leaving so
that they can leave my food outside my room.
There is a sanitiser in my bag, in my car, at
entrance of my house, at the door of my room
and in my bathroom. I use them all. I keep
the used plates and my clothes in a polythene
bag outside my room. There is a separate
bathroom for washing these,” he says. “My
parents often ask me if the risk is worthiit. I
thinkitis.”

How often does the fear of contracting
the virus cross his mind? “I have thought
about it many times. If that happens, I will
get admitted at Max or Medanta Hospital,”
says the 25-year-old.

As for the 50-year-old nurse, when she re-
turned to the Dental Block on Thursday night,
she wasffilled with hope. “There was a protest
by off-duty nurses for accommodation. The
doctors are being put up at five-star hotels,
why not us? Today we were told that some of
us will be shifted to a new place, where there
will be two nurses per room and an attached
toilet,” she says. “I want to take a proper bath.”

Till then, the painkiller and Mohd Rafi
melodies will keep her company for
another night.
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The poor and the vulnerable
have the first claim on the
resources of the country. The
Central government’s
Financial Action Plan
(announced on March 25)
was miserly, ignored many
sections, and was a big factor
in pushing migrant workers
to leave towns and cites to go
back to their villages —
tragically, many would have
carried the virus with them

inside
TRACK
COOMIKAPOOR

OuT OF SHADOWS

THE SOFT-spoken Harsh Vardhan has often
beenignored in favour of more pushy Delhi
BJPleaders suchas Vijay Goel, Manoj Tewari,
Kiran Bedi and Meenakshi Lekhi, even tho-
ugh Vardhan is probably the party’s most
popular local face. Before the lockdown,
anyone could walk into his Tees January
Marg residence from 7.30 am to 9.30 am
without an appointment. A leading ENT
doctor, Vardhan was appointed Health
Minister when Narendra Modi took charge
in 2014, but within months he was myste-
riously pushed to the Science and
Technology Ministry. In Modi 2.0, Vardhan
was re-appointed Health Minister. With his
medical background, articulation, and the
ability to carry his team and states with him,
Vardhan has emerged as the right man in
the right place for the COVID-19 crisis.

NO INTELLIGENCE SLIP

The authorities turned a blind eye to the
huge congregation at the Markaz in
Nizamuddin, Delhi, last month not be-
cause of an intelligence failure but to avoid
a confrontation with the powerful chief
of the Tablighi Jamaat sect. The Maulana
had excellent relations with the local po-
lice, the state government appreciated his
popularity among minority voters and the
Central government was conscious of
how well networked he was with Middle-
East and South-East Asian establishments.
The first alarm bells of a potential health
hazard were, in fact, sounded by the
Markaz’s immediate Muslim neighbours,
who feared for their safety. Between
March 18 and 22, the AAP government
tried to cajole the Maulana to ask his fol-
lowers to disperse. It was only after two
separate deaths, in Srinagar and South
India, that the link between the Markaz
gathering and coronavirus was detected.
Amit Shah immediately ordered police
not to permit the Tablighi followers to dis-
perse, as was the original plan. He wanted
them all quarantined.

4 N1IZAMUDDINS, NOT 2

The Tablighi congregation has earned the
Nizamuddin locality in South Delhi unde-
served notoriety, for the area is actually
known for the tomb of the 13th-century
Sufi saint Nizamuddin Auliya. It is the libe-
ral Sufi culture, with gawwalis, ghazals,
mushairas and Mughlai restaurants, which
dominates the basti, with its maze of nar-
row winding lanes. The followers of the or-

Outof
MYMIND
MEGHNAD DESAI

THE COVID-19 pandemic is everywhere
the only topic of conversation. Many coun-
tries are in lockdown. The virus is hard to
beat, affects anyone and everyone, rich or
poor. Scientists are trying hard running
against the clock to understand what de-
termines the speed of the spread, the
groups who are more or less vulnerable,
the choice of strategy — to mitigate or to
suppress the choice of means — isolation
or herd immunity testing or medicines.
So far the number of deaths inIndia has
remained small. There seems to be awave

THEFIRST positive case of coronavirus was
identified in China on December 30,2019.

Asthe virus spread across Wuhan city,
and then across Hubei province, and then
to other provinces of China and other
countries, fear gripped the world. By the
end of January 2020, 27 countries had
been affected. On February 12, 2020,
Mr Rahul Gandhi tweeted:

“The Corona Virus is an extremely seri-
ous threat to our people and our economy.
My senseis the governmentis not taking this
threat seriously. Timely action s critical.”

By February 12, the Central government
had taken only two significant steps: (1)on
January 17, the first advisory was issued
against travel to certain countries and (2)
on February 3, e-visas issued to visitors
from certain countries were suspended.

MR GANDHI
WAS RIGHT

As expected, there were trolls. One Saral
Patel wrote, “Hey genius. Have you checked
the latest news.” Another, Pooja, wrote, “Oh
God, you cansense also. Stop joking and get

Mr Saral Patel and Ms Pooja are hiding to-
day.OnMarch 3, Mr Gandhi tweeted again
demanding “anaction plan backed by solid
resources to tackle this crisis”.

Beginning March 14, the Central
government acted, quarantining visitors
from certain countries, closing borders
with neighbouring countries, restricting

thodox Tablighi sect confined themselves
to a five-storey building. Actually, there are
not two Nizamuddins, but four. Adjacent to
the basti is West Nizamuddin, a middle-
class refugee colony formed after Partition.
The character of the colony altered with
time with many houses bought by wealthy
Muslims. Across Mathura Road is East
Nizamuddin, also originally a refugee
colony. It has a more eclectic mix. The late
Sheila Dixitand H K LBhagat owned apart-
ments. Omar Abdullah, Subramanian
Swamy, Dinesh Trivedi and Vijay Bahuguna
live here, as do painters Arpita Singh,
Paramjit Singh and Anjolie Ela Menon, writ-
ers Vikram Seth and Upamanyu Chatterjee
and sportsman Mohammed Azharuddin.

RAPID SPREAD

Asurvey by the Delhi government and mu-
nicipal corporation of around 2,800 fami-
lies neighbouring the now-infamous Tabli-
ghi Markaz indicated that apart from one
beggar and one family, no one had coron-
avirus-like symptoms. On the other hand,
the disease spread among Tablighi follow-
ers all over India. Since this orthodox sect
does notbelieve in vaccination, some feel it
buttresses the theory that those not vacci-
nated with BCG are far more vulnerable.
Others believe that the Tablighi’s commu-
nity-living and eating habits helped spread
the infection.

NO SHARING GLORY

Despite the lockdown, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath went ahead with
a ceremony on Ram Navami to mark the
shifting of Ram Lallaidol from the disputed
Babri Masjid site, as the construction of a
temple begins. Yogi was accompanied by
over twodozen people, including a temple
trustee and the local MLA. Curiously, Vinay
Katiyar, the Bajrang Dal president identi-
fied with the Ram Janmabhoomi move-
ment and a four-time local MP, and Lallu
Singh, the current MP, were not present.
Both men were around on the day and, re-
portedly, expecting an invitation.

COMING INTO HIS OWN

Till the pandemic, Udhav Thackeray was
described as an accidental chief minister
and Sharad Pawar was portrayed as the real
boss of Maharashtra. Now the tables have
turned. Udhav, depicted as shy and apolit-
ical, has blossomed into an able commu-
nicator on TV, whose calm, measured pro-
nouncements inspire confidence.
Thackeray’s son Aaditya, with his band of
young helpers, is handling social media ef-
fectively. In contrast, Deputy CM Ajit Pawar
of the NCPis tongue-tied before the media.
The Maharashtra government has also
drawn praise for not permitting a Tablighi
Jamaat meeting in Mumbai in March, and
for roping in sports stadia in the battle
against COVID-19. Congested Mumbai,
however, remains a challenge.

international flights, banning domestic
flights and, finally, declaring a lockdown
with effect from March 25.

Inretrospect, Mr Gandhi was right; he
was among the first to warn of a grave
crisis. Some states like Karnataka, Maha-
rashtra, Punjab and Tamil Nadu acted ear-
lier than the Central government and de-
clared their ownlockdowns of parts of the
states. The debate whether the Central
government should have taken firm steps
inFebruary rather thanin March will con-
tinue long after the battle against COVID-
19iswon.

The purpose of this column is not to
dissect the past, the purposeis to goad the
government to take bold measures so that
India will remain ahead of the curve in the
battle against the virus, in saving lives, in
protecting livelihoods, and in rescuing and
reviving a sliding economy.

NEED BOLD ACTION

There is unanimity on the broad heads
under which the governments must act:
1. Containment and medical treatment.
2. Livelihood support for the poor
and vulnerable.
3. Maintenance of essential household
supplies and services.
4. Rescue and revival of a sliding economy.
On the first, the Central government,
after several false starts, seems to be get-
ting its act together. It is bearing down
upon state governments to enforce the
lockdown strictly. Under pressure from

She
SAID
YAMININAIR

yamini.nair@indianexpress.com

OVER TWO weeks ago, I received a mes-
sage on the WhatsApp group of my aero-
bics class. It was before the nationwide
lockdown was enforced to contain the
spread of coronavirus. Gymnasiums and
other fitness centres in Delhi-NCR were
already closed by then.

The message was in response to our
trainer’s plan to launch online classes
through the Zoom video app. It read: “Hi,
Iwon'tbe in for the online classes. I started
desi workout... Jhadu pocha. Trust me, I lost
3 kg in two weeks.”

Several residential societies in Noida,
where I stay, had prohibited the entry of
domestic helps much before, forcing my
aerobics classmate to take up all the
household chores.

Desi workout! The term rang a bell. It
took me back to my growing up days at
my home town in Kerala, when day-to-
day life involved a lot of workout,
especially for women.

We used to draw water from well till
the late 1990s for all our daily needs: toi-
lets, washing clothes, the kitchen and even
washing our cows, which meant buckets
of water drawn from 20 to 30 feet below
the ground. All of us divided the task
among ourselves, multiple times every
day, with children’s share being much less.
Everyone washed their own clothes at
home; my brother and I were taught todo
it since we were in Class 5.

So was Amma’s task of grinding idli
batter in the grinding stone. Mixer-grinder
came to our kitchen only when I was in
upper primary school.

Coconut, an unavoidable item on
Kerala’s dining tables, had to be ground,
too, but in a different kind of stone. I used
to try my hand on it only to grind henna
leaves, much before mehndi cones
reached our part of the town. All the girls
in the area would gather to apply the not-
so-fine paste, with the fibre of the leaves
still in it, on our hands carefully with the
fine tip of coconut palm veins.

The plucking of coconuts every one-
and-a-half months was a day-long affair
then. We had over a hundred coconut
trees on over an acre of land. The person
who used to pluck the coconuts for us —
Janardhanan — had a peculiar body. It
seemed just peculiar to my eyes then.

As a child I had seen my father and un-
cles with huge paunches of varying sizes
—resting on their lap as they sat down or
walking ahead of them when they moved
around! Janardhanan ‘maman’ (uncle)
had none. His body looked cast in iron
without a pinch of fat.

Remonetise the poor

epidemiologists and oppositionleaders, it
has finally come around to increased, if not
extensive, testing using also the recently
approved antibody tests that will yield
quicker results. Healthcare facilities as well
as procurement of medical and protective
equipment are being enhanced, with the
state governments taking the leadership
role. There are still miles to go.

On the second, the Central government
has woefully failed and has not extended
financial support to the state governments.
The poor and the vulnerable have the first
claim on the resources of the country. The
Central government’s Financial Action Plan
(announced on March 25) was miserly,
ignored many sections, and was a big
factor in pushing migrant workers to leave
towns and cites to go back to their villages
— tragically, many would have carried the
virus with them.

POOR HAVE
FIRST CLAIM

Despite the state governments provid-
ing them some cash, most of the poor are
still without any livelihood support. We
must remonetise the poor — that is, put
cashin their hands. The goal is to cover up
to 50 per cent of the 26 crore families in
India, roughly up to 13 crore families.

For the urban poor, start with the
Ujjwala lists of oil marketing companies.
Refer to Jan Dhan (and the previous ‘no
frills)accounts. Refer also to those enrolled
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under the Jan Arogya-Ayushman Bharat
schemes. De-duplicate using Aadhaar.
Authorise states to cross-check with their
BPL lists and draw up the final list.

For the rural poor, start with MGNREGA
payrolls of 2019. Refer to the Jan Dhan (and
previous ‘no frills’) accounts. Refer also to
the Ujjwala lists. De-duplicate using Aad-
haar. Authorise states to cross-check with
their BPL lists and draw up the final list.

In tribal areas, cover all families.

[ think it is possible to draw up state-
wise lists (of up to 13 crore families), give or
take a few hundred thousands. There will
be some cases of duplication (and hence
double benefit), but it does not matterina
national emergency. With the aid of
information technology, state govern-
ments can do the job in five days. On April
14, the Prime Minister should go on na-
tional television and announce the deci-
sion that Rs 5,000 will be credited to the
bankaccount of everyidentified poor fam-
ily in three days, as a first instalment, and
if the beneficiary-family did not have a
bank account, the money will be delivered
at their door. The cost will be a maximum
0f Rs 65,000 crore — absolutely affordable,
perfectly feasible, fiscally prudent, econo-
mically justified and socially imperative.

Thereafter, even if the lockdown is
extended, the poor will be able to bear the
hardship.

That leaves points three and four abo-
ve. Let’s do first things first. Let’s live up to
our declarations that the poor have the first
claim on the nation’s resources.

Chores as desi
lockdown workout

Coconut trees, requiring long hours of work, but rendering a lifetime of memories

He used to start work around 7 am and
finish climbing all the trees by noon. All he
would have in between was a pitcher of
water around 9 am and rice gruel an hour
later or after work. The eager eyes of my
brother and I, meanwhile, used to be on
the tender coconuts he would cut for us.

Later, our work would begin — of pick-
ing the coconuts from under each treeand
gathering them while arranging the leaves
and other dried parts pulled down from the
trees for firewood. Amma would shoulder
a major part of the work of picking over
1,000 coconuts in months of good yield.

After we started helping our mother
with minor chores, I was designated the
role of sweeping the inside of the house
as well as the front and back yards. With
several trees shedding leaves through
the day, the task would last for 45 min-
utes to an hour. [ used to do it three-four
days a week.

My mother still doesn’t have a domes-
tic help and shares all household work with
my sister-in-law. My brother chips in when-
ever heisaround. The only difference is that
the grinding stones have been replaced by
machines. She also tends to around 100
plantain trees herself, often insisting that
my brother wouldn’t do a good job.

During summer, around 100 coconuts
are used to make oil. The task involves de-
husking the coconuts, cutting them open,
drying them, removing the dried coconut
fromits shell, cutting the copra into pieces
and drying it in the sun again for over a
week before it is taken to the oil mill.

Other outdoor chores during summer
also include plucking tamarind — mostly
by shaking the branches to make the ripe

ones fall — shelling them, deseeding them
and drying them to preserve them with
rock salt. All such works are shared by all
at home, with a majority of it being done
by my mother.

Amma, now 69, was diagnosed with di-
abetes only a few months ago. Till then, she
would have consulted a doctor about four-
five timesin over three decades —a hered-
itary trouble of arthritis haunts her, though.

My grandmother, who never had any
machines in her kitchen till she was over
70 years old, had additional work at the
farm, too, during her early years. She
helped with household chores till her 80s
and was healthy — with a sharp memory,
— till three months before her death at the
age of 89.

Now all we have to clean are a couple
of rooms and maybe the balcony. Our
daily needs arrive in packets, and ma-
chines have taken over all difficult tasks.
Still, families or bachelors (men and
women) pay for a domestic help, a cook
and, of course, the gym.

It may not be easy to do it all and
manage work in office as well, but this
may be the right time to test our stam-
ina and perhaps improve it. With those
desi workouts, along with a daily dose of
yoga, walking or other fitness measures.
By the time lockdown ends, men and
women would still be able to fit into their
pre-work-from-home trousers.

Most importantly, you may be able to
sweep or mop away those long lock-
down blues.

National Editor Shalini Langer
curates the ‘She Said’ column

Beware false coronavirus optimism

of self-congratulations. Friends call me up
and say proudly that there is something
unique about India and Indians — their food
habits, their insistence on bathing and
washing every day, several times if neces-
sary, the warm weather etc.

Patriotism is always welcome, but not
unrealism. The manner in which the virus
spreadsinitially, its later acceleration, the
juxtaposition between people tested and
the number of positive and the number
of dead, have a shape which is well-
known in statistics and hence a tool that s
reliable. All countries fall into a general,
almost universal, pattern. The start is slow
after the first few positive cases. But then

the spread steps up gradually. India is at
the initial stage where the curveislow and
flat. When Britain was at that stage, the
government and its scientific advisers
thought they had the freedom to choose
when the big upsurge will come. Indeed
all Western European countries were
aware that the rise would come, but opti-
mistic about the period before its acceler-
ation. The US was perhaps the most re-
laxed, or at least Donald Trump was.

The European countries had a reason
to be optimistic. Their hospital capacity
could handle the cases if the rise could wait
till spring. They thought they could flatten
the curve. So the wish became father to the

thought. Italy realised 10 days too late the
speed of acceleration and paid a price for
it,in so far a five figure total of the lives lost.
Spain has mimicked the same pattern.
Thereis little doubt that the UK will fol-
low the same shape a week or two later.
The US’s numbers may reach six digits.
The disease is not very discriminating
between people. You hear that the elderly
are more susceptible than the young. Even
so, young people are among the dying in
countries which are further onin the cycle.
The key is the chance of coming into con-
tact with someone who has got t. Since the
originin Wuhan, it has been carried every-
where else across the globe by travellers.

From Wuhan to Singapore and to the ski
slopes in the Alps and then to the UKis how
the first case arrived in the UK, and most
probably via the ski slopes to Italy. By then
dozens hadit.

Thusitis the internationally mobile and
the people they are likely to meet and the
next lot whom the people who met the
traveller will meet, string together the daisy
chain. Indian experience confirms it. But
beyond the first infection, the spread may
be much more rapid in India because of
lack of facilities and of hygienic habits of
crowded market places, where one trav-
eller may infect half of Khan Market.

Beware optimism. Be alert. Stay alive.

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGH

Twitter@tavleen_singh

Destitution
or disease?

INTHIS village by the seain which I have
been locked down since the lockdown
began, the first thing we do every
morning is check if there have been any
cases of the Chinese virus. In fearful
voices, we telephone those we know and
make sure everyone is in good health. We
have reason to be fearful. The nearest
hospital is 20 km away and not equipped
to deal with a virus that attacks the lungs
so brutally that oxygen machines and
ventilators become necessary. Itis nota
hospital in which doctors and nurses are
armed with essential Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) either. Finding a
hospital geared to deal with COVID-19
would mean driving two hours to
Mumbai. Luckily, so far, there has not
been a single case reported from
anywhere in the district.

This village, like others along this
stretch of the Konkan coast, used to have
an economy based on fishing and
marginal farming. But, in recent years,
local people have come torely on the
more lucrative business of tourism. Every
other house has become a hotel, a
guesthouse or a home that offers
‘comfortable a/c rooms’ to the hordes of
middle-class tourists who flock here from
Mumbai on weekends and holidays.

Tourism has died since the lockdown
because ferry services by sea have been
stopped and travel by road severely
restricted. The little hotels and seaside
restaurants are empty. I begin my daily
routine with awalk on the beach and
social distancing is easy. meet almost
nobody on this morning excursion. But,
fears of the virus hang over us like a
contaminated pall. Now that there s talk
that the lockdown will be extended
beyond next Tuesday new fears have
begun to spread. Issues of livelihood have
become almost more important than
issues of life and death.

Local people fear that they will not be
able to survive much longer if all
economic activity remainsin a state of
total suspension. There are also fears that
if road travel becomes more difficult, the
village grocery shop could soon run out of
supplies. There is a consensus that if the
lockdown continues then it should be
made less severe so that small shops and
businesses can start opening their doors
again. Will this happen? Nobody is foolish
enough to believe that life can go back to
the way it was immediately, but they
hope that it will in some measure.

Newspapers stopped coming long
ago. So, after  have finished reading this
one on my cellphone, I read others online.
Itis part of my routine to regularly cruise
the news channels in order to discover
what is happening in the rest of the
locked-down world. Sadly, most of the
channels seem to spend their time
discussing the virus in studios instead of
reporting what is happening on the
ground. Itis in pictures posted on social
media thatIsaw those long,
heartbreaking food queues in Dharavi.
Thisis a slumin whose mean streets |
have wandered often to report on the
little factories and warehouses thatin
normal times buzz with frenzied activity
day and night.

Those who do not own or work in
these small businesses are just as entre-
preneurial. Ayoung man I know used to
show up every morning on Marine Drive
with steel containers filled with ‘idlis’ and
‘sambhar’ that his widowed mother woke
atdawn to make. He made a good living
till pavement shops were banned on
Mumbai’s mosticonic promenade. He
was forced to return to his village in Tamil
Nadu, but thousands of enterprising
people like him continue to live in
Mumbai’s many slums. They would be
too proud to queue up for free food if
some way was found for them to
continue running their small businesses.
But, Mumbai is the epicentre of the virus
inMaharashtra and this state continues
to report more cases than any other, so
lifting the lockdown will not be easy.

This newspaper has done better than
our competitors to draw attention to the
economic hardship that ordinary Indians
face since the lockdown. Stories of
farmers unable to reach markets to sell
their freshly harvested grain are as
heartbreaking as the stories from
Mumbai’s slums. Vegetables and fruit are
being allowed to rot in the fields because
there is nothing else that can be done
with them. And, fromamanwhorunsa
flower farm not far from this village, | hear
that buds are being destroyed before they
flower because flower markets in
Mumbai have been closed completely.

Big businesses are hurting as badly as
small ones. A friend who works in the
Oberoi Hotel in Mumbai says it has been
completely empty ever since the
lockdown began. This is true of every
other hotel in the city, and true of airlines
who cannot function because of the ban
on air travel. Tales of despair filter daily
into the village in which Iam locked
down and most of them are about
economic despair and not health
problems. It is hard to say what should be
done but what is becoming clearer by the
day is that some way will need to be
found soon to ease the lockdown or the
Indian economy, which was already in
poor health, could become the biggest
victim of this Chinese virus.
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10 THE OUTBREAK e
US first to top 2,000 deaths ina day

Going to have to make a decision, and I only hope to God it’s the right decision: Trump; United States nears Italy’s total death toll

Trump announces

visa sanctions against
countries refusing to
take back their citizens

PANDEMIC
WATCH

In Lahore. AP

PAKISTAN
Chinasends
more medical
supplies

Islamabad: Pakistanis set
to receive more medical
supplies from its all-
weather ally China to
fight the coronavirus out-
break in the country
where the COVID-19
cases have sharply in-
creased to 4,892 and
death toll reached 71, offi-
cials said on Saturday.
The total number of cases
on Saturday rose to 4,892
with more than 294 fresh
infections. The death toll
has reached 71. A special
plane will arrive from
China later Saturday
with more medical sup-
plies. It is the second
plane to arrive in two
days, said Naghmana

Hashmi, Pakistan's
Ambassador to China.
IRAN

Govt begins
lifting lockdown
restrictions

Tehran: Iran began re-
opening government of-
fices Saturday after a
brief nationwide lock-
down to help contain the
worst coronavirus out-
break in the Middle East,
which has killed more
than 4,300 people in the
country. Authorities had
ordered most govern-
ment agencies and all
non-essential  busi-
nesses to remain closed
for a week after the
Nowruz holiday ended
on April 4. Government
offices outside the capi-
tal, Tehran, reopened
Saturday with two-
thirds of employees
coming in and the re-
mainder working from
home, media reported.

URUGUAY
Australian
stranded on
shipdepart

Montevideo: More than
100 Australians and New
Zealanders left Uruguay
on a chartered flight after
two weeks stranded
aboard a virus-infected
cruise ship, Montevideo's
Carrasco airport said
Saturday. Of 217 people
aboard the ship, 128 had
tested positive for coron-
avirus and had been
blocked from docking. An
agreement between the
Uruguayan and Australian
governments was made
to create a "sanitary corri-
dor" to take the mostly
elderly tourists to the air-
port where they boarded
a flight for Melbourne.

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, APRIL 1T

THE US has become the world's
first country to have registered
more than 2,000 COVID-19
deaths in a single day with over
2,100 fatalities reported in the
past 24 hours, according to Johns
Hopkins University data.

The outbreak has now
claimed the lives of at least 18,860,
peoplein the US, which alsoleads
the world in the number of con-
firmed infections with 503,594,
by the Baltimore-based school's
count. Italy has registered 18,849
deaths according to an AFP tally

As he grapples simultane-
ously with the most devastating
public health and economic
crises of a lifetime, President
Trump finds himself pulled in
opposite directions on what to
do next. Bankers, corporate ex-
ecutives and industrialists plead
with him to reopen the country
as soon as possible, while the
medical experts beg for more
time to curb the coronavirus.

The phone calls from his
business friends compete
against the television images of
overwhelmed hospitals. The
public health experts tell him
what he is doing is working, so
he should not let up yet. The eco-
nomic advisers and others in his
White House tell him what he
has done has worked, so he
should begin to figure out how
to ease up. Tens of thousands
more could die. Millions more

We’re not doing anything
until we know this
country is going to be
healthy...We don’t want
togobackand start
doing it over again.”

—DONALD TRUMP

could lose their jobs.

“I'm going to have to make a
decision, and I only hope to God
thatit’s the right decision,” Trump
said on Friday during his daily
news briefing on the fight against
the pandemic that has put more
than 16 million Americans out of
work. “But [ would say without
question it’s the biggest decision
I've ever had to make.”

Seizing on new estimates of
a lower-than-projected death
toll, the president signaled that
he wanted to start resuming
business on some basis after his
current stay-at-home guidelines
expire on April 30. But he also
promised to listen to public
health officials cautioning
against a premature move.

The death toll in New York
State from COVID-19 is "stabil-
ising" but at a horrific rate,
Governor Andrew Cuomo said
on Saturday as he announced
that 783 more people died in
the state.

Cuomo said the “good news"
is that the infection curveis “con-
tinuing to flatten” and the num-
ber of hospitalisations appears to
have hit a plateau-shaped apex.

With 2 hours’ notice,
Turkey puts millions
under lockdown

NEW YORKTIMES
APRILTI

TURKEY'S CITIES fell quiet on
Saturday, a day after the authori-
ties ordered a two-day curfew for
31 provinces, and as the country’s
death toll from the coronavirus
pandemic climbed above 1,000.

The lockdown, which came
with two hours’ notice, affected
Istanbul and Ankara, where in-
ternational flights were halted
and schools and bars closed
three weeks ago.

“We urge all citizens who live
in these 31 provinces to comply
with this weekend’s lockdown
without panicking,” Fahrettin
Altun, the country’s communi-
cations director, said on Twitter.

Altun asked people to main-
tain their social distance in the

time before the lockdown went
into effect at midnight. But
soon after the news was an-
nounced, hundreds of people
rushed to late-night stores to
shop for essentials in Istanbul, a
city of 16 million. Video posted
to Twitter and Facebook showed
the chaos as scores of densely
packed crowds — some people
wore no masks — jostled to en-
ter a store and fights broke out.
The Interior Ministry saidina
statement that bakeries, phar-
macies and health facilities could
operate during the lockdown.
Certain energy companies, dis-
tribution firms and some gas sta-
tions were also exempted. The
number of cases of Covid-19 in-
creased by 4,747 and 98 people
died in the past 24 hours, raising
the death toll to 1,006, Health
Minister Fahrettin Koca said.

Ata COVID-19 alternative site, meant to relieve pressure on hospitals, in Chicago on Friday. AP

If China considered developing nation,
make America one too, says Trump

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, APRIL 11

IF CHINA is considered a devel-
oping country, make the United
States too a developing one, US
President Donald Trump said on
Friday, alleging that Beijing has
taken advantage of his country.

"China has been unbeliev-
ably taken advantage of us and
other countries. You know, for

Cov

instance, they are considered a
developing nation. I said well
then make us a developing na-
tion too,” Trump told reporters.

Reiterating that United
States was taken advantage of
by the World Trade
Organisation, Trump said the
Chinese economy started
booming after it joined WTO
with the help of the US.

“If you look at the history of
China, it was only since they

PINATAS

went into the WTO that they be-
came a rocket ship with their
economy. They were flatlined for
years and years,” he said.

“Frankly, for many, many
decades. And it was only when
they came into the WTO that
they became a rocket ship be-
cause they took advantage of all
—I'mnoteven blaming them.I'm
saying how stupid were the peo-
ple that stood here and allowed
it to happen,” he said. PTI

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, APRIL 11

US President Donald Trump on
Friday announced a new visa
sanction norm, providing for visa
denial to citizens of countries
which either deny or dilly-dally
inrepatriating their citizens dur-
ing the pandemic.

Trump issued the memoran-
dum for visa sanctions, which
would be effective immediately
and valid till December 31, this
year, saying the countries "deny-
ing or unreasonably delaying”
the repatriation of their citizens
would be deemed to be causing
"unacceptable public health
risks for Americans".

“Countries that deny or un-
reasonably delay the acceptance
of their citizens, subjects, nation-
als, or residents from the US dur-
ing the ongoing pandemic
caused by SARS-CoV-2 create
unacceptable public health risks
for Americans,” Trump said.

The process would be initi-
ated by the secretary of
Homeland Security who would

Pinatas depicting the novel coronavirus at a workshop in Guatemala City, Guatemala, on Saturday. Reuters

UK warns public to follow rules, toll up by 917 Spain’s daily death toll
at 510, lowest in 19 days

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, APRIL 11

BRITISH HOME Secretary Priti
Patel on Saturday warned the UK
public to continue to follow the
strict social distancing as the
death toll from coronavirus rose
by 917 to hit a total of 9,875.
The senior Indian-origin
Cabinet minister, who led the
daily Downing Street briefing,
said that a majority of the popu-
lation have been following the
government's stay-at-home
guidance but there was a small
minority who should be aware

Medical staff outside the NHS in London on Saturday. Reuters

that the police forces have the
powers they require to impose

the lockdown measures.
“We have given the police

powers to enforce the measures
we have put in place, including
through enforcement fines.

"If you don't play your part...
our selfless police will be unafraid
to act. You will be endangering
the lives of your own family,
friends and loved ones," she said.

She unveiled a new set of
measures to combat domestic
and child abuse, including a 2
million pounds fund to enhance
online support services and
helplines, as she highlighted a
new set of challenges being faced
by the country's security services
during the lockdown imposed to
curb the spread of the virus. PTI

‘I CANNOT BUuY FOOD ANYWHERE, NO SHOPS OR RESTAURANTS WILL SERVE MF’

Africans targeted in China: ‘If you’re black, you can’t go out’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING, APRIL 11

AFRICANS IN southern China's
largest city say they have be-
come targets of suspicion and
subjected to forced evictions, ar-
bitrary quarantines and mass
coronavirus testing as the coun-
try steps up its fight against im-
ported infections.

China says it has largely
curbed its COVID-19 outbreak
but a recent cluster of cases
linked to the Nigerian commu-
nity in Guangzhou sparked the
alleged discrimination by locals
and virus prevention officials.

Local authorities in the in-
dustrial centre of 15 million said
at least eight people diagnosed
with the illness had spent time
in the city's Yuexiu district,
known as "Little Africa".

Five were Nigerian nationals
who faced widespread anger af-
ter reports surfaced that they
had broken a mandatory quar-
antine and been to eight restau-
rants and other public placesin-
stead of staying home. As a
result, nearly 2,000 people they
came into contact with had tobe
tested for COVID-19 or undergo
quarantine, state media said.

Guangzhou had confirmed
114 imported coronavirus cases

Africans have become targets of suspicion. Reuters/Representative

as of Thursday — 16 of which
were Africans. The rest were re-

turning Chinese nationals.
It has led to Africans becom-

ing targets of suspicion, distrust
and racism in China. Several
Africans told AFP they had been
forcibly evicted from their homes
and turned away by hotels.

"I've been sleeping under the
bridge for four days with no food
to eat... I cannot buy food any-
where, no shops or restaurants
will serve me,” said Tony
Mathias, an exchange student
from Uganda who was forced
from his apartment on Monday.

“We're like beggars on the
street,” the 24-year-old said.

Police in Guangzhou de-
clined to comment when con-
tacted by AFP.

ANigerian businessman said

REUTERS
MADRID, APRIL 11

THE NUMBER of coronavirus
deathsin Spain fell for a third con-
secutive day on Saturday, with
510 fatalities reported in the past
24 hours — the smallest overnight
increase since March 23.

Spain’s total death toll from
COVID-19 disease rose to 16,353,
the Health Ministry said ina state-
ment, while the number of con-
firmed cases climbed to 161,852
from 157,022 a day earlier.

he was evicted from his apart-
ment earlier this week.

"Everywhere the police see
us, they will come and pursue us
and tell us to go home. But where
canwe go?" he said.

Thiam, an exchange student
from Guinea, said police ordered
him to stay home on Tuesday
even after he tested negative for
COVID-19 and told officers he
had not left China in almost four
years. He believes the measures
are unfairly targeting Africans.

"All the people I've seen
tested are Africans. Chinese are
walking around freely but if
you're black you can't go out,”
he said.

The slowdown is an encour-
aging sign for the country, which
has suffered the third-highest
number of casualties from the
virus after Italy and the United
States. At the beginning of April,
the overnight death tally rose as
high as 950, overwhelming the
national health service and forc-
ing regional authorities to set up
temporary mortuaries in an ice
rink and disused public buildings.

But as the rate of new cases
and deaths slows, the government
is contemplating a gradual un-
winding of lockdown measures.
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Parameters
will be key

AT A time when nations
around the world have
suspended or heavily re-
stricted travel, the US is
yet tolay out what it con-
siders “unreasonable de-
lay” in repatriation, nor at
what point this would be
considered an impedi-
ment. Experts say that
this move must be ac-
companied by clear crite-
riain order to avoid exac-
erbating chaos globally at
a sensitive time.

identify the countries which do
not accept America's request of
repatriation of their citizens, if
that is impeding their opera-
tions to the ongoing pandemic
caused by SARS-CoV-2. PTI

Death toll hits
19,000 as Italy
plans more
testing, tracing

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ROME, APRILT1

ITALY PLANS to increase testing for
the coronavirus and use voluntary
contact tracing whenever it exits
from a lockdown that's currently
in effect until at least May 3.

Italy has topped 19,000
deaths and 150,000 cases.
Deaths rose by 619 to 19,468,
while the casesreached 152,271

Italy's special commissioner
for the virus emergency
Domenico Arcuri told SKYTG 24
there will be mandatory blood
tests to set up a system of "im-
munity passports.”

The voluntary contact trac-
ing mobile apps will allow peo-
ple to know if they have comein
contact with someone who is
positive for the virus. Then they
can be tested in an effort to limit
further spread.

The blood tests identifying
anti-bodies are still being devel-
oped. Virologists have cautioned
the tests will not prove immu-
nity but will give a snapshot
whether a person has been in
contact with the virus.

Firefighters mark the death
of a colleague. Reuters

Lankan Navy increases
patrolling to prevent
spread of virus from India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, APRIL 1T

THE SRI Lankan Navy has inten-
sified its coastal patrolling to pre-
vent the possible spread of the
novel coronavirus through "in-
fected” Indian fishermen that it
fears might "poach” in their ter-
ritorial waters.

Navy chief Piyal de Silva on
Friday said they have strength-
ened patrolling, especially in
northern, western and north-
western coastal areas. The
Lankan Airforce would also be
on hand to assist.

“Thereis a possibility thatin-
fected Indian fishermen could

poach in our waters. They could
have contact with our people
and pass on the virus," he said.

Poaching in each other's wa-
ters by fishermen of both the
countries has been a recurring
problem since the recent past.

The frequent incidents of
poaching have drawn top-level
talks between the two nations
across the Palk Strait, which is
between Tamil Nadu and Jaffna
district of the Northern Province
of Sri Lanka.

The fishermen issue also fig-
ured in the talks between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his
SriLankan counterpart Mahinda
Rajapaksa during the latter's visit
to India in February.
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The Number is You

In a pandemic, data has a face and a name, and

humanising numbers helps us take action

- JAY
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A Sublime Note

He would have turned 100 on April 7.

Remembering Pandit Ravi Shankar, one of
sitar’s greatest exponents, and the man who
took Indian classical music to the world

Suanshu Khurana

N THE EVENING of

November 4, 2012, a frail

Pandit Ravi Shankar took to

the stage at Terrace Theatre

in Long Beach, California, a

place he had fallen in love
with for its moderate temperature and lush
spaces. Wearing a nasal cannula and a sandal-
wood tilak on his forehead, he arrived in a
wheelchair. As the concert started, he picked
up asmaller sitar that had been especially cre-
ated for him because his older one had be-
come “too heavy”. That evening, he chose to
play Pancham se Gara, a raga he had created.
With daughter Anoushka by his side, he
touched each note with tenderness and ended
with a tihaai. As the audience broke out in
thunderous applause, Shankar stood there,
flanked by his students, sobbing like a child. It
was as if he knew that this was the final good-
bye. A little over a month later, on December
11, Shankar passed away. He was 92.

Grammy-winning cellist Barry Phillips
was one of the students who had accompa-
nied Shankar that evening on the bass tan-
pura. “He loved music, loved people, loved giv-
ing concerts, loved life through and through.
[believe those tears were about all that having
toend,” says Phillips.

Pandit Ravi Shankar would have turned
100 on April 7. “It’s been seven years, two
months and 16 days exactly. I've been count-
ing,” says his wife Sukanya Shankar, 66. “I have
had the choice of being completely broken,
but I have decided to think that he is still
around, and that’s where I get my strength,”
she says about an artiste, who, for more than
half a century remained India’s greatest cul-
tural ambassador, drafting a blueprint for
those who came after him.

“Amaze of noises,” wrote EM Forster in A
Passage to India (1924), while describing
Indian classical music. Pt Ravi Shankar, whose
virtuosity would change the way the world
understood the richness of Indian music, was
yet to burst on to the international music
scene. Before Shankar, Indian music for the
West was exotic but monotonous and never
considered on a par with Western classical
greats. But Shankar and his corpus of work
provided “a sense of serene exaltation”, ac-
cording to legendary violinist Yehudi
Menuhin. “In him, they (the audience) see the
mastery and dedication of adiscipline born of
infinite experience and concentrated effort
that are manifestations of not only the artist’s
own being but the generations preceding
him,” wrote Menuhin in the foreword to one
of Shankar’s autobiographies, My Music, My
Life(2009, Mandala Publishing).

Born in 1920 in Banaras as Robindro
Shankar Chowdhury, Shankar was the
youngest of five brothers in a Bengali Brahmin
family. His father, a Sanskrit scholar and
lawyer, was a diwan (minister) in the service
of the Maharaja of Jhalawar. He soon left for
London to practise law, leaving his family be-
hind. A meagre pension was arranged by the
Maharaja for their livelihood. Shankar, a curi-
ous child, always had a ear for music. Banaras
was full of sights and sounds and a young
Robu was in love with it all. A towering figure
in his life was his much older brother Uday;,
who, by then, after studying at the ]] School of
Artin Mumbai, had moved to London to study
painting at the Royal College of Art. There, in
1923, he met the feted ballerina Anna Pavlova.
The meeting led to a collaboration that gave
Londoners a glimpse into Indian dance and
led toayear-long association between Pavlova
and Uday, who was so taken by the experi-
ence that he quit painting and became a full-
time dancer. He toured with Pavlova’s com-
pany, and, later, went on to become a pioneer
inmodern Indian dance.

Shankar, meanwhile, was learning to sing
Rabindranath Tagore’s songs and imbibing the
cadences of the river Ganga and the musical
incantations of the aarti along its ghats every
evening.In 1929, Uday returned, with adream
to tour Europe with an Indian troupe, com-
prising musicians and dancers. By the fall of
1930, the family was en route Paris by sea. It
was in Paris that a young Shankar began tin-
kering with the esraj, sitar and the tabla. “To
me, he (Uday)was a superman, and those days
with himdid a great deal to not only shape my

artistic and creative personality but also to
form me as a total human being...,” says
Shankar in My Music, My Life.

For one of these international tours, Uday
invited Ustad Alauddin Khan, the sarod player,
who was the founder of the Maihar gharana
and who he had metin Calcutta at a perform-
ance in 1934. The musician agreed to join his
troupe in Europe as its music director. It was
here that he came across ahandsome 14-year-
old Shankar, “always chasing girls”. As the leg-
end goes, he told Uday that he would teach
the gifted youngster to play “at least one in-
strument” and to send him to his house. Uday
agreed. A few years later, Shankar was sent to
Khan in Maihar.

From the dazzling Paris to the austere
Maihar was a long journey. The seven-year-
long training he received there was to decide
the course of Shankar’s life. Every day, at 6
am, he would sit at Khan’s feet, along with
his son Ali Akbar, and, sometimes, daughter
Annapurna, and learn to coax the sitar into
life. It was a tough life for the young man.
Khan, fondly called Baba, was a taskmaster.
But Shankar understood early on that what
he was learning was privileged knowledge;
itneeded to be imbibed emotionally and in-
tellectually. “You can learn the technique, the
speed, but to make each note alive and pul-
sate with life and feelings so that it can move
you, just one sa or one gandhar can bring that
particular feeling. This is not something that
can be learnt in a year or two. I am strict, or-
thodox and traditional as far as music goes.
The total surrendering to the guru, for what-
ever vidya, art, technique or craft, this feel-
ing of reverence and respect helps one to
learn the sadhana...,” he had said in an All
India Radio (AIR) documentary.

Khan had a penchant for crafting individ-
ual styles for each of the musicians that he
taught. So, he taught Shankar in a certain way.
Then there was Shankar’s own personality —
charismatic, flamboyant — that added to his
style. In 1939, he was ready for his first per-
formance at a conference in Allahabad.

Shankar’s sadhana, meanwhile, had im-
pressed Khan. When Uday suggested an al-
liance between Shankar and Khan's daughter,
Annapurna, he agreed readily to a Hindu-
Muslim marriage — ararity in those days. The
couple had a son, Shubho. The family moved
to Mumbai in 1944, with Shankar intending
to try his luck in the nascent film industry.
They set up home in Malad and began per-
forming at smaller concerts and in music cir-
cles in Kolhapur, Pune, Belgaum, Gugali,
Aurangabad, Nasik, and Baroda, among oth-
ers.India was at the cusp of independence and
Shankar joined the Indian People’s Theatre
Association, where he composed the tune for
Igbal’'s famous poem Saare jahan se achhaand
worked on a ballet project for Indian National
Theatre, titled Discovery of India, based on
Jawaharlal Nehru's book of the same name.
Nehru was present at its premiere in 1947.

Around the same time Shankar worked as
a music composer for two films — Khwaja
Ahmad Abbas’s Dharti ke Lal (1946) and
Chetan Anand’s Neecha Nagar (1946). A few
years later, a family friend, the auteur Satyajit
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THE VILAYAT KHAN FAMILY; COURTESY THE SIXTH STRING OF VILAYAT KHAN BY NAMITA DEVIDAYAL (CONTEXT)

What Allauddin Khan did

not know was that a rivalry
would soon ensue between
one of his favourite
students, Shankar, and this
young man, Vilayat Khan
(in picture above, right)

Ray, asked him to compose the music for his
film, Pather Panchali (1955). Shankar was so
moved by the film that he s said to have com-
posed the score in less than a day. “That was
the thing about him. The fact that he could do
so much and at an incredible pace,” says
Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia, 81, whowas also
trying to find his feet as a flute playerin the in-
dustry. Shankar went on to compose music
for the entire Apu Trilogy. Ray was so im-
pressed by Shankar’s work that he created the
storyboard of a documentary on Shankar, a
project the filmmaker could never finish.

In 1949, Shankar took over as the music
director of Vadya Vrind, the radio orchestra at
AIR and moved to Delhi, to an apartment on
Ferozeshah Road. Classical music was mov-
ing out of elitist circles and on to the prosce-
nium stage and the radio. The orchestra had
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young musicians such as Shiv Kumar Sharma
and Chaurasia besides Ustad AllaRakha on the
percussion. It’s during this time that Robindro
Shankar Chowdhury became Ravi Shankar.
“Ravi Shankar sounded justright,and that was
how I told the announcers to introduce me on
the radio. All India Radio was heard through-
out India, so people came to know me by my
new name...I am proud to be a Bengali, but it
made me more international, in the Indian
sense,” writes Shankar in his autobiography.

In Delhi, Shankar came in close contact
with businessman and arts impresario Lala
Shriram of the Delhi Cloth Mills. The Shriram-
Shankarlal family was a patron of the artsand
their house on Curzon Road was always brim-
ming with writers, musicians, politicians and
philosophers. They often hosted Uday, French
dancer Madame Simkie, who performed with
Uday, Ustad Allauddin Khan, and, later,
Shankar. “In those days, musicians wouldn’t
come for a day or two, they would come and
spend months,” says Vinay Bharatram, 84,
Shriram’s grandson, who learned vocal classi-
cal music from Shankar, Annapurna Devi and
Ustad Ali Akbar Khan. On one such visit,
Alauddin Khan had just tuned in to AIR, when
strains of the romantic raga Pilu, being played
on the sitar, moved the sarod maestro’s heart.
He asked Bharat Ram, Lala Shriram’s son, the
name of the musician. Bharat Ram didn’t
know, so he sent someone to the radio station
to bring the artiste home. A handsome young
man walked in. It was Vilayat Khan.

What Khandidn’t know was thatarivalry
would soon ensue between one of his dear-
est students and this young man, which would
be talked about for years to come. It was in
1952, ata concert organised by the family, that
this rivalry came to the fore. Vilayat Khan
walked into Shankar’s green room and asked
himif he could accompany him. Shankar was

performing a duet with Ali Akbar, but
agreed reluctantly. Khan wasn’t happy.
According to Vinay, he “hurled the choic-
est of abuses” from the audience, that
comprised many connoisseurs, including
legendary sarod player Ustad Hafiz Ali
Khan. Namita Devidayal writes in The Sixth
String of Vilayat Khan (2018 ) that things kept
heating up at the concert, each musician go-
ing out of his way to better the other. “Maar
dala!” exclaimed Haafiz Ali after a particularly
enthralling round. Though it was never meant
to be a competition, Vilayat had wonit.
“Pandit ji (Shankar) would often say that
Vilayat Khan’s music is the epitome of
shringaarras.He himself would play from the
dhrupad ang. It was meditation of a different
kind,” says Vinay, refusing to be drawn into
the debate of who was a better artiste.
“Everything in my father was the opposite of
Pt Ravi Shankar — his music, his dealings with
the world. Itis exciting to see these two musi-
cians, who were such excellent artistes, doing
the same thing but with no resemblance to
each other. A rivalry is a good thing, It keeps
people on their toes,” says sitar player Shujaat
Khan, Vilayat Khan’s son.

The '60s was the summer of love in
America, withits flower children and theirin-
terestinart, spirituality, drugs and the concept
of free love. George Harrison, one of the mem-
bers of the musicband The Beatles, decided to
learn the sitar from Shankar. Suddenly, Indian
music was “the thing”. “I never thought our
meeting would cause such an explosion, that
Indian music would suddenly appear on the
pop scene,” says Shankarin Raga(1971),adoc-
umentary on him by Howard Worth.

The association got Shankar two major
concerts — Monterey Pop Festival (1967) and
Woodstock (1969). Other acts in these festi-
vals included artistes such as The Who,
American guitar great Jimi Hendrix, Janis
Joplin and rock giants The Grateful Dead. In
the coming years, Shankar collaborated with
iconic American composer Phillip Glass,
Menuhin and famed jazz saxophone player
John Coltrane, among others. He was happy
with his fame but often wondered if the au-
dience really understood his music. He also
started to become uncomfortable with the as-
sociation of drugs with classical music.

The journey to Woodstock and Monterey
required Shankar to make certain tweaks to
his music. He shortened his performances,
concentrating more on pace. It drew criticism
from the purists but enhanced his popularity
among his audience. “It’s all about the context.
He read his audience and tried to give them
what they wanted. His connection to the com-
mercial pop culture scene was unique. Thatis
what shaped the road that he went down,”
says sarod player Alam Khan, Ali Akbar Khan'’s
son. But what Shankar’s popularity in the
West really did in the long run was to establish
Indian music as a rich tradition to reckon with.
It was now on the same pedestal that was re-
served for Mozart, Bach and Beethoven.

By this time, Shankar’s marriage with
Annapurna Devi was on the rocks. The two
parted ways in the late '50s. Shankar would
go on to have a slew of relationships, among
them with concert promoter, Sue Jones, with
whom he had a daughter, musician Norah
Jones, in 1979. Shankar would marry Sukanya
Rajan, a London-based banker, in 1989. They
had a daughter together — Anoushka — in
1981. “People spoke about the many women
in his life. I really didn’t care. When he was
with me, I was the goddess and nothing else
mattered,” says Sukanya.

Shankar’s last work, an opera titled
Sukanya, was dedicated to his wife of 22 years
and partner for 30. He had called upon hislong-
time friend and collaborator David Murphy, a
Welsh conductor, and told him his vision forit,
when he was admitted in hospital. The opera
premiered at Curve Theatre in Leicester, UK, in
2017, and, later, went on to be staged at
London’s prestigious Royal Festival Hall. “It’s
very difficult for a person like myself, who is
demanding so much from life and wanting to
give so much back..I will ask you to bless me,
so that till the last day of my life, 1 can be active
and...creative and try to achieve at least half of
what I would like to and make all of you very
proud of me,” Shankar had said in a 1978 AIR
documentary. He got what he had asked for —
the sitar will forever be remembered as thein-
strument he made his own.
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Pratik Kanjilal

Pratik Kanjilal lectures
a surprisingly tolerant
public on far too many issues

The Final
Blow Hits You

The political and psychological
fallouts of COVID-19 hark back
to a difficult past

ORTHE FIRST time in a century, the human race
faces an existential question: who will live to see
2021, and who will die? In the abstract, it is an ac-
ademic question since the death rate will be low.
But it is engrossing because the absolute numbers will be
very large, and everyone secretly wonders if they or their
family and friends will become pandemic statistics.

In that century since the influenza pandemic, specula-
tive fiction and futurology emerged as independent genre
and respectable discipline, serving up the fruits of human
folly with relish. In the free world, World War Il anxiety
was followed by unprecedented prosperity and public
safety. Stories of vicarious suffering, dystopias and disas-
ter porn rushed in to fill the void. Broadly speaking, this
literature depicted the failure of humanity to protect itself
from superior intelligences and from the products of its
own reckless intelligence (Al in The Terminator and eco-
logical and social/environmental disaster in Mad Max:
Fury Road). Very few anticipated a superbug capable of
popping the existential question. Now that the real thing
is here, perhaps vicarious suffering will languish for a
while. NK Jemesin’s The City We Became, which is just out
and depicts a crisis heightened by human prejudices,
could be the last of the current crop. One looks forward to
aboom in humour and satire.

Apart from content, form, packaging and delivery are
also liable to change. Our lives have already been altered
by disruptive startups, which offer new ways to consume
arange of cultural products, from food to media and edu-
cation. Some, which depend on physical delivery, will fal-
ter during lockdowns, bringing back long-forgotten
memories of socialist scarcity. Others are making the
lockdown tolerable. Imagine house arrest for the same
class without streaming music and video, without cook-
ery sites, wellness apps and social media. Old habits die
hard, but alternative modes of delivery could accelerate
their demise. In music, the world had already migrated
from personal collections to streaming services. The
weekend outing to the multiplex is still a habit, but the

REUTERS
00

In the plague years, Jews were
massacred in Europe because they
were relatively immune

ease with which streaming video can be accessed in the
cities is seductive. On the other hand, the world has res-
olutely stayed with the printed book, and, in our region,
the morning newspaper remains a habit.

But habits are eventually fragile, and curling up with a
cup of tea and the mobile phone is an equally compelling
habit — especially so if the consumer is not very literate
and more comfortable with audio or video news. The
world is already divided according to the mode of delivery
itaccesses — in the US, there is the Breitbart reader and
the New York Times reader, consuming conspiracy theory
and reported fact respectively. Now, if serious media
houses commit more forcefully to digital delivery, as the
NYT has done, that divide could shrink.

This business opportunity could also be politically
profitable. The recent social and political polarisation in
the biggest democracies is comparable with the devastat-
ing schisms of the age when religion defined politics.
Stress brings out the worst in people, and the novel coron-
avirus will be with us long enough to do serious psycho-
logical damage. Under stress, people seek scapegoats. In
Europe, from the 15th century, the scapegoat was the Jew.
In the plague years, the community was massacred in
Barcelona, Toulon, Frankfurt, Mainz, Cologne, Basel on the
perception that they were relatively immune — possibly
because they lived in cleaner conditions. That forced a mi-
gration of Jews to eastern Europe, where the pogrom was
completed six centuries later by the Holocaust. The
geopolitical result was the founding of Israel.

Now, in parts of Asia, Muslims are being marginalised,
vilified, re-educated or dealt with differentially. The case
of the Tablighi Jamaat meet in Delhi, which became an
epicentre of the spread of COVID-19, displays the differen-
tial. The organisation was in error on several counts, the
most grievous being its persistence in the face of restric-
tions on public gatherings imposed by the state govern-
ment. It is generally agreed, and rightly so, that its leader-
ship should be prosecuted for accelerating a threat to
public health. But the fact that it was an administrative
failure didn’t attract half as much attention — the meet
was in the vicinity of an important police station, which
should have enforced the law banning gatherings. Such
differentials are early warning signs. The historians and
political analysts of the distant future may look back on
our foreseeable future like we look back on the Holocaust,
and prescribe the very same nostrum: “Never again.”
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The Number 1s You

In a pandemic, data has a face and a name,
and it shifts momentum from virus to us

Anirban Mahapatra

T IS HARD to think that there was a
time before the COVID-19 pandemic
disrupted all of our lives. Although it
seems like an eternity ago, it was
only on December 31, 2019, that
China reported serious cases of pneumonia
to the World Health Organization (WHO).
Within days, the cause was identified as a
virus, named severe acute respiratory syn-
drome coronavirus 2, or SARS-CoV-2. It is
widely believed that SARS-CoV-2 jumped
over to humans from bats either directly or
through an intermediate host in late 2019.
Since then, lakhs of people have been in-
fected all across the globe; tens of thousands
have perished. Our complex, interconnected
world has been upended by an invisible virus
— a tiny, self-assembling nanoparticle with
less than 30,000 nucleotides of genetic in-
formation with the simple evolutionary pre-
rogative of making more copies of itself.
People from all walks of life have had
their hopes and dreams dashed by SARS-
CoV-2. These are doctors, nurses, political
leaders, sportspersons and actors, among
others. Like many others, since the start of
the pandemic, I have consumed with great
interest the human stories of those who suf-
fered because of COVID-19. I have seen the
photos of doctors with battle-scars from

Karishma Mehrotra

Y BRAIN HAS difficulty
conceptualising a literal
virus. I can imagine a viral
puppy video dismantling
geographical boundaries. I
can imagine a computer virus, infecting
those who practise little digital hygiene. And
while both of those are also a result of an
ever-increasing interconnected world, [ can’t
seem to wrap my head around exponential
growth of daily case numbers, entire nations
falling into a dystopian quarantine, or an ac-
tual, literal virus.
It's not the first time

wearing personal protective equipment dur-
ing exhausting long hours of duty.I've heard
anguished debates over triage: which criti-
cally-ill patients will get access to limited
resources like intensive-care-unit beds and
ventilators? I've seen photos of army trucks
lined up to take away the bodies of the de-
ceased.I've read the Twitter threads of those
who have been hospi-

talised and the Instagram o000

posts of quarantined
celebrities. These stories
have filled me with
SOITOW.

People are not num-

I[f no actions are
taken, one infected

G H T

A pandemic is not a single destructive
event like a cyclone; itis not a prolonged, but
comparatively subdued event like a reces-
sion. A pandemic combines the destructive
nature of a cyclone with the length of a re-
cession. Actions we take individually have
meaningful life-or-death consequences for
others. Given the ferocity and speed by
which the virus has spread, those of us who
are not yet infected also have to consider the
implications of SARS-CoV-2 now and in the
immediate future. Humanising data helps
each of us define parameters of the pan-
demic and understand
the significance of our ac-
tions.

If all goes well, the
earliest a vaccine might
be available for SARS-
CoV-2 would be 2021

bers. Butin a pandemic, person Wﬂl infect (and that woqld be a
digmandihinkofnim.  everyone inacity the  vaceines often take a
iy size of Varanasiin two i oo
et months. Ifyouthink Stk ome o
ow fast espreads,how  OF it this way, you g oo e
whosstrskotsufering 1€ likely to stay home - E02E GHERI 22
the most and of dying — Y circumstances, and given

and humanise it. Joseph

Stalin is thought to have said, “One deathisa
tragedy. A million deaths is just a statistic.”
During the COVID-19 pandemic, we must
negate this assumption. We must give sta-
tistics names and faces.

that there is mounting
data that non-pharmaceutical interventions
like social distancing and hand-washing slow
the spread of SARS-CoV-2, doing so becomes
everyone’s responsibility. Relying on data to
understand that these approaches are effec-
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A Borrowed Life

In our interconnected world, why the threat of a virus appears distant and delusional — till it isn’t

professor emeritus at University of
California, Irvine, USA.

Why is it so difficult to pigeonhole the
concept between biology and chemistry? A
virus enters a host cell, sheds its own protein
coat, lays out its genes, and makes the cell
replicate its DNA or RNA. Researchers have
characterised this as a “borrowed life”. Is a
borrowed life itself alive?

Many scientists are adamant that a virus
cannot be considered alive, considering its re-
liance on a host cell. But Villarreal disagrees.
“This is a lot like asking about Schrodinger's
cat. It is both alive and dead, depending on
perspective. Outside of the cell, a virus is a
complex chemical that shows no living fea-
ture. But it clearly has liv-

humanity was caught off eoe ing potential, just like a
guard. From the Black p . . . seed or spore and can be
Death in 1347, (ravaging ‘A virus is both alive killed.Inside a cell, a virus
tens of millions) to the becomes a complex en-

Spanish Flu in 1918 (in-
fecting a third of the

and dead. Outside the

cell, it shows no living

tity that is clearly part of
life,” he wrote to The

world), sudden mixing of Indian Express.
Changed the course of feature. Butithas R SOCTE
hls'Ef)ry with little notice. living potential and h¢n51b111ty, the flctlongl
Everybody knows virus captures public
that pestilences have a can be kﬂled” says imagination, overshad-
way of recurring in the owing more threatening
world,” Albert Camus Luis Villarreal diseases. Slow-killers like
writes in The Plague diabetes and cardiovas-
(1947), “yet somehow we o000 cular disease kill far more

find it hard to believe in

ones that crash down on our heads from a
blue sky. There have been as many plagues
as wars in history; yet always plagues and
wars take people equally by surprise.”

The indescribable nature of the virus
might be best encapsulated by the scientific
community’s own confusion. At first, it was
considered a poison, based off of its roots in
the Latin word. Over the past century, it was
then understood to be a life form, a biologi-
cal chemical, and now, some hybrid be-
tween an inanimate and animate entity, ac-
cording to virus researcher Luis P. Villarreal,

people across Indiaand in
parts of the world. But those fail any compe-
tition for attention or panic. The notion of a
plague has consumed popular culture, en-
shrined by a genre of films conjecturing var-
ious outcomes of a global pandemic.

And while fiction relegates a virus from
reality, technological metaphors cement
their innate nature, obscuring any literal
threat. Computer pioneer John Neumann'’s
thought experiment in 1948 imagined ro-
bots, or automata, to be constructed so that
they could self-replicate, as long as they have
a source of free energy. With the seeds of the

“computer virus” sown, a California gradu-
ate student put forth a mathematical defini-
tion for the “major computer security prob-
lem”: “a program that can 'infect’ other
programs by modifying them to include a
possibly evolved copy of itself,” he wrote in
his 1986 PhD thesis.

By the end of that decade, the public was
infatuated with the idea that a small soft-
ware code could overtake the systems of
some of the largest computers spread across
the world. The new mimicry also carried a
new humility — everything, even our most
“advanced” innovations, was much more
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tive is empowering, because it shifts mo-
mentum from the virus to us: as humans we
have the ability to change our habits.

One of the most effective approaches is
to visualise the number of people who are
infected over time and see how the curve
changes due to interventions, also called
“flattening the curve.” The idea here is that
if no actions are taken, SARS-CoV-2 spreads
unhindered: each infected person infects at
least two more and the total number of in-
fected people doubles every two or three
days. This doesn’t sound like much until the
data is humanised. Now, if I think of it like
this: if no actions are taken, one infected per-
son will infect everyone in a city the size of
Varanasi in around two months,  have con-
text. I can imagine the toll it will take on the
people and the hospitals there and [ am more
likely to wash my hands and stay at home.
My actions help to flatten the curve; SARS-
CoV-2 spreads slowly and fewer people are
infected at any given time.

Demographic data should also be seen
through a human perspective. One of the
few silver linings gleaned from the early data
from China and the United States is that not
as many children suffer from severe COVID-
19 as adults do: indeed, there is a correla-
tion between the severity of symptoms and
age. Those with heart disease, diabetes, res-
piratory disease, and high blood pressure
also tend to have worse outcomes, includ-
ing death. The problem is that this has led
to a lackadaisical attitude among young
adults in many parts of the world.
Unfortunately, while symptoms in young
adults may be mild or nonexistent, they can
spread it to someone older through their ac-
tions and cause severe COVID-19.Here,a 15
per cent death rate among those who are
above 80, and an 8 per cent death rate
among those who are between 70 and 79
should be seen through a human perspec-
tive. Once someone sees the numbers as
parents, grandparents, elderly neighbours,
and relatives, he or she is more likely to take
preventative measures.

Broadly speaking, it is true most of those
who are infected will get better. But that is
not the entire picture. Even among middle-
aged adults, the burden on hospitals can be
substantial. Up to 20 per cent of those with
COVID-19 might need urgent care. It helps to
think in personal terms — thinking of five
friends and imagining that one of them be-
comes so acutely sick in days that he or she
needs to be hospitalised, it becomes easier
to grasp the seriousness of COVID-19.

Data gives us a picture, but over-reliance
ondataalso has flaws, because it is fluid. With
abroader testing of the population for SARS-
CoV-2, we will find that more people had
mild or no symptoms, and that we probably
overestimated the severity of COVID-19. But
data with a human face allows us to consider
all angles and take action now.

Individual stories are compelling, but we
can never really be sure that they are repre-
sentative. There could be a news story about
a 30-year-old who died from COVID-19right
next to one about a person who didn’t feel a
thing. Depending on which one we read, we
might come to a conclusion about the sever-
ity of COVID-19. Data, on the other hand,
seems cold and distant. But data that is put
into the context of real people is invaluable,
and along with individual stories, gives us a
clearer perspective on the ongoing pandemic.

Anirban Mahapatra trained as a scientist
and is now tracking the pandemic while
maintaining appropriate social distance
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vulnerable than previously thought. But this
humility didn’t transfer to self-reflection.
Computers and software code, after all, are
not living objects. They remain in a dimen-
sion one-removed — a dimension that iron-
ically has also become our only real source
of social communication.

Inadissonant fog, the metaphors and the
science fiction images are easier to digest,
humouring us in delusion. A virus cannot be
alive, and, therefore, cannot be an actual
threat. Until a virus did, in fact, become alive,
crashing down once again on our heads from
a slightly blue sky:.
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Death Comes
as the End

In this pandemic season, a look at
how diseases and deaths have
been central to several narratives
in Hindi literature

Seema Chishti

B Suryakant Tripathi
Nirala’s memoir Kulli Bhat
(1938; A Life Misspent, 2016,
English translation) captures
the misery of the Spanish Flu,
that swept through India in
1918. Indian soldiers in the
British army, who has partici-
pated in World War [, returned
home, becoming unwitting
carriers of the disease.
In India, the Spanish Flu
killed between 10-20 million
people. Nirala was 22 at the time, on his way to meet his
teenaged wife at his in-law’s place in UP’s Dalmau. But she
dies before he makes it. That’s not the only death he en-
counters. There are others who die, too — caretakers, and,
most poignantly, an infant in his lap. Nirala’s description
of the river Ganga, laden with swollen, abandoned dead
bodies, bear witness to the scale of the devastation that
befell India. “My family disappeared in the blink of an eye.
All our sharecroppers and labourers died...,” he writes.

®m Phaneshwar Nath

Renu's landmark novel Maila

Aanchal (1954) has, as its pro-

tagonist, a doctor who leaves

his city life behind to work in

the hinterlands of what is now

Bihar, where malaria, kalazar,

and numerous other epi-

demics ran havoc. Based on the

true story of a doctor named

Alakh Niranjan, who battled

not just diseases and infection

but also ignorance and super-

stitions in one of the most un-

der-developed areas in Bihar, Maila Aanchal shows how
poverty is the biggest social malaise.

m Shrikant Verma'’s Bukhar mein Kavita is a medita-
tion on a lived life, with strong allusions to mortality and
the fleeting nature of existence. He writes,

(Small pox and cholera empty colonies, cancer kills the
well-known, lawyers die of blood pressure, but no one dies
of their ill-deeds.)

B The last poem of the renowned Hindi poet from
Varanasi, Sudama Pandey “Dhoomil”, presents a personal
meditation on a near-death experience. The poet who died
early — at the age of 39 — writes,

(Ask the horse about the test of metal, not the person
who makes the leash, as the horse can taste it in
his mouth.)

m Kamlakant Tripathi’s
novel, Paahighar(2016)is cen-
tred around the 1857 Uprising
and how it changed the course
of lives in rural Poorvanchal,
ravaged as it is by floods,
plagues and cholera. Writer
and journalist Mrinal Pande
speaks of the use of the word
“fever” in the “language from
the kitchens”. Tripathi writes,

(“The body was on fire, quite like the oven.”)

m On epidemic or vaba, Urdu poet Hasan Naim
(1927-1991) writes:

Sab pareshan hain ki akhir kis vaba men vo mire

Jin ko ghurbat ke alava koi bimari na thee

(Everyone is worried about the epidemic that will get
them/ Them who have no illness save poverty)
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Lives Interrupted

Notes on putting humans in camps — three lessons from 1962

Raghu Karnad

AT SHOPPING malls
were to India in the
1990s, detention camps
may be in the 2020s. Few
and far-flung at the start

of the decade, but everywhere by the end —
the essential feature of a decade’s political
economy, given form in brick and tile.

Inboth cases, pioneering designs already
existed: In Assam, detention centres for un-
documented people have existed since at
least 2010. Outside Bengaluru, the first camp
in the state of Karnataka had its wall white-
washed by the final week of 2019. And ear-
lier, too, Indians have been forcibly held in
camps, especially during war.

In the 1960s, after the short-lived Sino-
Indian border war, three thousand people
were taken from their homes and into captiv-
ity in a camp in Deoli, on the edge of the
desert in Rajasthan. In The Deoliwallahs: The
True Story of the 1962 Chinese-Indian
Internment, Joy Ma and Dilip D’Souza collect
their stories and reveal the practical and eth-
ical facets of that exercise, all of which could
not be more relevant to us today.

Bureaucracy is
its own law

In his preface, D’Souza recalls a retired
army officer telling him that India should
now apologise, but that “the Deoli episode
... was ‘SOP’ (standard operating procedure)
for any country at war”. Compared to the
shifty, unstable claims made about the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) today, a
hard-headed argument did exist in 1962 for
detaining Chinese-Indians: in wartime, they
might act as a fifth column.

National interest was the argument, but
bureaucracy was still the instrument. Open
hostilities began and ended in a month
(October 20-November 21, 1962) but deten-
tion orders were implemented on a differ-
ent clock: the majority of Chinese-Indians
were taken into captivity while the war was
ending, or over.

Chinese forces were already withdraw-
ing to their pre-war positions by New Year’s
Day, 1963, when Effa Ma — born in
Kalimpongin 1934 —was detained from her
home in Darjeeling. With her husband, Jack,
she was transported by train to truck, from
jail cell to jail cell, to Deoli.

By February 1963, there were about 2,100
detainees there, and the number was grow-
ing. Effa gave birth to a daughter, Joy, who is
one of the authors of The Deoliwallahs, inside
the camp. And they were all kept there, in the
bewildering silence and stillness, until June
of 1967.

By the time the family was released, a
whole other war had started and ended.
Nehru had died. Lal Bahadur Shastri — who
had visited the Deoli detainees as Home
Minister — had succeeded Nehru, and also
died. Effa Ma’s family was never accused of
any crime, nor proven to be any kind of
threat. But bureaucratic machinery has its
own logic, unconnected to those of law or
national security.

Every modern case of detention, right up
to Guantanamo, shows how much easier it
is to lock people up than to let them out.

Lashed by freedom

Considering how long they spent there,
the book does not dwell, for very long, inside
the camp. It’s hard to write about years of
nothing happening. It might be even harder
to remember it. There was a single football.
There were no teachers. Rice was rarely
washed, often burnt. Later they had veg-
etable plots. Conditions swung from egre-
gious to benign neglect.

FAMILY PORTRAIT

JoyMa (centre, above) with her siblings Lyndem and William; the detention centre in Deoli

The real tragedy begins once the deten-
tionends. Then you are released from the un-
certainty of your limbo to the certainty of
your ruined life. The Deoliwallahs were not
restored to their homes, but abandoned to
them — to ransacked businesses, vanished
jobs, derelict houses, absent community,
missing years of schooling, and hunger.

The hunger comes first. When Effa Ma
was released at a police station near Howrah,
after three days in transit from Deoli, she had
three children with her, no money, no food
or bedding, and nobody to call. The police
told her toleave. She refused, bewildered. By
night-time, they found a local Chinese fam-
ily to lodge them. Effa tried to make the chil-
dren eat, but Joy was so tired she kept throw-
ing up.

Many of the detainees had been named
by informants (just as the upcoming NRC had
proposed), salting the ground where they
were meant to restart their lives. There was
no acknowledgement — let alone an apology

Hear Them Out

This study of Indo-Pak bilateral relations after
Partition is a reminder of the possibility of cooperation

Rana Banerji

IN AN interesting academic work which has
recently hit the stands, Pallavi Raghavan, as-
sistant professor of international relations at
Ashoka University, forcefully argues that bi-
lateral dialogue between India and Pakistan,
especially interactions between their bu-
reaucrats in the period studied (1947-1952)
“opened up spaces for resolving problems in
the aftermath of Partition” and “seemed to
arrest the pace of the slide towards hostil-
ity”, which is so evident, unfortunately, in the
“bleak” state of ties today.

Based on historical analysis and drawing
onarich wealth of archival material from the
National Archives of India, the Ministry of
External Affairs’ files and Dominion Office
records of the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, London, the author delves into the
frayed post-Partition environs, focusing on
the effort to find an even keel in bilateral re-
lations. The narrative describes the danger-
ously escalating backdrop of an almost un-
manageable flow of Hindu refugees from
East Bengal, which did not prevent the sign-
ing of the Nehru-Liaquat Pact in April, 1950.
The book examines several other vexatious
issues governing bilateral ties in those early

years of independent statehood.

The premise is that the actions of politi-
cians and bureaucrats were determined by
avariety of considerations: one of the critical
priorities for both governments in the midst
of the chaos and violence of riots, majorly in
Punjab and Bengal, was not only to tackle
questions of law and order but “preparing
more, an architecture” to deal with and pro-
mote their own interests as “two separate
States”. “What mattered was not the inade-
quacy of the state apparatus in either coun-
try to contain the fallout, but rather that this
should be seen to exist within a bilateral
framework of action.”

Committees were set up at the highest
levels to deal with the division of assets, the
infrastructure of the respective foreign pol-
icy establishments, the efficacy or otherwise
of the soon-to-be-disbanded Punjab
Boundary Force and work done on the ab-
ducted women’s cell, on both sides. The au-
thor contends that though these processes
were far from smooth, “at heart, regardless
of incessant disagreement about intentions
and methods”, it remained a “collaborative”
exercise.The Nehru-Liaquat Pact, a joint
agreement to extend the jurisdiction of re-
spective high commissions to the welfare of
minority citizens across borders, “repre-
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— and no promise that it would not happen
again if another border war boiled up.

A story of detention is a catalogue of
things destroyed: Not just years lost to cap-
tivity, but all of life’s labour from before. We
do some version of this anyway. But soci-
eties are beginning to confront the awesome
waste of incarceration, and the collective
self-harm that is the industrial prison sys-
tem. Detention lacks even the logic of crim-
inal guilt.

Like the people in India facing deten-
tion in the 2020s, the families in The
Deoliwallahs were productive, striving
members of society. Detention turns them
into subjects totally dependent on the
state; release turns them into outcasts, free
to rebuild from nothing.

Nations make war,
war makes nations
Chinese immigrants had arrived in the

sented something quite unusual. To states
notoriously prickly about their sovereignty;,
it seemed like “a way of bolstering their
claims to separate and viable statehood.”

Both Nehru and Liaquat had to contend
with domestic pressures “and formidable op-
position” from powerful political figures like
Bidhan Roy, then chief minister of West
Bengal, and, among others, from Ghulam
Muhammad, Pakistan’s minister for minori-
ties. In particular, Nehru had to face a lot of
criticism from his own cabinet members, KC
Neogy and Shyama Prasad Mookerjee. Sardar
Patel, India’s deputy PM and home minister,
supported Nehru at this juncture. JN Mandal,
Pakistan’s only minority representative in the
Liaquat cabinet, resigned in October 1950,
sending “a brutally worded letter” castigat-
ing the Pakistan government’s unsympa-
thetic position on Hindus there. Nevertheless,
the author argues that the process was “based
on arealisation that the way towards a more
amicable relationship... lay in their ability to
acknowledge, and then further cement the
basis of Partition, and correspondingly, the
basis of existence for both states.”

Dealing with Evacuee Property in Chapter
3, the author holds that “South Asia’s parti-
tion story is about property — about the sin
of breaking the sacrosanct bond with ones’
land.” The Indian Ministry of External Affairs
played a crucial role “in shaping the debate”
about how rules ought to be fashioned, on
the basis of reciprocity. Though this princi-
ple remained “the cornerstone that held up
the structure of legislation” in both countries,
in between, many discordant considerations
cropped up inindividual instances (asin the
fascinating House of Chamba case), where

STEVE CHIU
00

The mass detention of an
ethnic group is typically the
work of a state fighting a
wat. Below the surface, it’s
the work of a nation, using a
war to forcibly remove
whoever may be in a land
but does not belong to it

Northeast over generations, even as Indians
migrated elsewhere, percolating through the
very multicultural, mobile world of colonial
Asia. That world was divided by softer eth-
nic lines than what replaced it — independ-
ent nation-states with identity crises and in-
secure borders.

Above the surface, the mass detention
of an ethnic group is typically the work of
a state fighting a war. Below the surface,
it’s the work of a nation, using a war to
forcibly remove whoever may be inaland
but does not belong to it. Perversely, it even
accepts the enemy’s definition of who be-
longs to them.

During World War II, when Britain in-
terned Japanese civilians inside the Purana
Qila, many of the internees were picked up
fromas far asIran, or Chhaprain Bihar. Many
had never been to Japan. It must have beena
shock to be designated, and relocated, as a
subject of the Emperor.

In Deoli, it wasn’t just Chinese-Indians
who were detained — they were joined by
many Tibetans. Some were picked up as
they crossed the border to seek refuge, and
ended up dumped in Deoli. Tibetans were
asserting their right to be free, and India
was at war with the People’s Republic. But
detention draws lines almost on the en-
emy’s behalf.

Quoting the political scientist Srirupa Roy;,
the authors write that “the 1962 war began
the ‘ethnicisation of the nation’, meaning
thatit became possible to use ‘blood and race’
to define who did and did not belong.” The
3,000 Chinese-Indians, deemed to not be-
long in the 1960s, were the early drip-drip of
exclusionary nationalism, which now threat-
ens to collapse the ceiling.

Today, without a war, we have found a
way to designate a much larger class of resi-
dents as not-Indian, again validating the
terms of the supposed enemy. These are the
cruelties we perpetrate on ourselves when
we use identity to decide who belongs in the
country and who in the camps.

Raghu Karnad is a journalist and writer,and a
recipient of the Windham—Campbell Literature
Prize for non-fiction

impromptu and preemptive state action on
either side seemed to go at variance. Several
conferences were held between the two
sides, revealing “two parallel processes:
partly simply an ugly exercise about land-
grabbing and ownership”, but also “an at-
tempt to emulate systems of governance es-
tablished elsewhere in the world.” The
author finds that ultimately, “the rehabilita-
tion of refugees was critical in fashioning the
narrative of legitimacy to both nation-states.”

The correspondence between Nehru and
Liaquat on the “failed” No War Pact is exam-
ined in Chapter 4. It offered an opportunity
for India and Pakistan to clarify their posi-
tions internationally as mutually exclusive
entities — demonstrating that “the business
of disentangling” “did not necessarily man-
date stances that had to be hostile to one an-
other”. The process also illustrated “the im-
portance of atmospherics” in the conduct of
relations. Though some of the relevant issues
figured at the United Nations, diplomats of
big powers like the USA and UK in India ad-
vised their governments not to be unduly
alarmed over prospects of imminent war.

Though the book ends in 1952, in Chapter
5, the author dwells on prehistory — on
clauses connected to the 1960 Indus Waters
Treaty, which evolved during this period.
Raghavan’s seminal effortis a timely reminder
that “despite traumas of the very worst kind”,
“cooperation and dialogue” can be worked
out between two states seeking assertion, if
“contentious issues are addressed with a de-
gree of circumspection and prudence”.

Rana Banerjiretired as Special Secretary, Cabinet
Secretariat,in 2009
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In England,
footballers to be
tested before
season resumes

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LONDON, APRIL 11

LEAGUE MANAGERS Association chief exec-
utive Richard Bevan has said that the English
season can only be restarted if all footballers
are tested for coronavirus. "Tests must be
made available first to National Health
Service (NHS) workers and patients,” Bevan
told the BBC. "Once that's happened, by all
means let's access it in sport.”

Football has already been shelved for a
month due to the virus which has killed
nearly 9,000 people in Britain.

Football League chiefs believe they can
finish the season in 56 days once it is safe
to resume. "We're not really going to see
more accurate forecasting about when we
can get on the pitch until the end of April,"
said Bevan. He added: "In Germany, if you
look at discussions about coming back in
May, that's probably a direct result of some
very clear thinking from their government
because they're doing 50,000 tests a day. In
this country we're doing 10,000 per day, al-
though the government are targeting
100,000 each day by the end of the month.
Our managers do not want to be back on the
pitch unless the players have been tested.”

Clubs in the Championship, League One
and League Two were sent a letter by the
Football League this week revealing that the
governing body hope to complete the sea-
son this summer despite the on-going pan-
demic. But Bevan insists bosses should have
been consulted.

"You're going to have to get the support
of the coaches and managers. You do not do
that by not talking to them,"” Bevan said.
"You're going to have to get the goodwill of
the players because you're going to have at
least three weeks of training to get back on
the pitch at least. The most important thing
guiding every principle is health, and getting
back on the pitch without ensuring fully-fit
players is a very big call to make."

Tests must be made available first
to National Health Service (NHS)
workers and patients. Once that's
happened, by all means let's
accessitinsport.”

RICHARD BEVANS
CHIEF EXECUTIVE,
LEAGUE MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

BRIDGE

Dealer East, nil vulnerable.
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Roadmap to restart sports: Test all

Sports executives say testing the only solution until vaccine is found but medical experts warn mass testing not easy

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 1T

FROM IPL and football to hockey and even
the Olympics, global sports executives and
Sports Ministry officials say organisers
should ensure that all players, support staff
and the officials involved are tested for
COVID-19 before mass events are restarted
—and not focus only on holding matches be-
hind closed doors.

However, medical experts say it's not easy.
They foresee practical problems with mass
testing, thus diminishing the chances of an
early start to sporting action around the world.

With no clear timeframe available, vari-
ous tournament organisers — including the
BCClI that conducts IPL, cricket's biggest event
— have been exploring the possibility of con-
ducting matches in empty venues. But
hockey's gameplan will depend on testing,
International Hockey Federation chief exec-
utive Thierry Weil told The Indian Express.

“Iam convinced that sooner than later, a
vaccine will be found. And then, you can go
back to normal. Until then, I am sure what
will happenis, before going on a field of play,
or playing again, everybody -- not only the
sports side but everybody -- will have to be
tested,” he said.

The International Olympic Committee
(I0C), which has put off the Tokyo Games in
June by a year, said they will follow “risk
management and mitigation measures set
out by the WHO for mass gatherings”.
Screening and testing are among the key rec-
ommendations in the WHO's guidelines.

The Sports Ministry, too, is planning to
test its athletes before allowing them to en-
ter Sports Authority of India (SAI) centres af-
ter the lockdown is lifted.

But medical experts feel that, even with-
out fans, the idea of mass testing may not be
practical during tournaments, where at least
200 people will be present, including play-
ers, coaching staff, match officials, medical
personnel and the media. “The testing
process at the moment takes around five to
seven days. Two tests are conducted during
this period and only when both are negative,
we can conclude that the person is not in-
fected," says Dr Damanjit Chadha, aninternal
medicine specialist. "During this duration,
they should be totally isolated. So the idea to
test everyone is very theoretical.”

Dr Yash Gulati, a consultant orthopedic
surgeon at Apollo Hospital added: "Mass
testing is a secondary option... It is a stupid

The BCCl is considering to host IPL behind closed doors. However, sports executives feel that alone might not be enough and,
till a vaccine is found, organisers will have to test players and other staff for coronavirus when sport resumes. File

The Sports Ministry is planning
to test its athletes before
allowing them to enter Sports
Authority of India (SAI) centres
after the lockdown is lifted

idea to even start any sporting event the way
things are right now. Once things settle
down, once other activities are started, then
maybe we can do that.”

According to Sports Ministry officials, one
of the options is to set up isolation wards at
major SAI centres, where training camps
have been suspended. “At major centres, for
example, when athletes come to train, they
will first have to be tested for the virus, irre-
spective of where they are coming from. If
two consecutive tests come negative (as per
Health Ministry protocols), they can enter
the centre. If there is a positive test, the ath-
lete will be placed under quarantine in the
isolation ward. This is one of the ideas,” the
official said.

“We might have to start with a few cen-
tres where we have isolation facilities. At
places where we have limited accommoda-
tion, we might hire adjacent premises,” the
official said.

Mitigation measure

Most national federations say they will
follow the guidelines laid out by world gov-
erning bodies. The I0C, in an emailed state-
ment, said: “We will follow the risk manage-
ment and mitigation measures set out by the
World Health Organisation (WHO) for mass
gatherings in the context of the current
COVID-19 outbreak.”

The five-page guideline, issued on March
19, details the steps that need to be taken,
with focus on surveillance and testing. “We
are committed to following this principle in
the future,” the IOC said.

As the coronavirus began spreading
across the word over the last two months,
organisers had floated the idea of resum-
ing games without fans. Recently,
Aleksander Ceferin, the president of UEFA
-- European football’s governing body --

said: “It is still better to play the game be-
hind closed doors and have it on TV, which
is what the people need and want because
it brings positive energy to their homes
than not playing at all.”

TheIPLis looking at a September-October
window before the T20 World Cup. And
team owners were involved in discussions
with the cricket board last month to explore
the idea of conducting the games minus
spectators.

Rajasthan Royals co-owner Manoj Badale
had told BBC: “These are unprecedented
times and sport needs to be put in the right
perspective overall. If the way of ensuring
the cricket economy survives is by playing
behind closed doors, so be it.”

But world hockey CEO Weil said caution
isnow the need of the hour. “In my personal
view, it is obvious that you need to test liter-
ally everybody to find out who was contam-
inated to make sure the virus doesn’t spread.
So before potentially playing a game, play-
ers will need to be tested just to see there is
no contamination between the two teams
on the field of play,” he said.

‘Should not even
think to start...
relapse reported’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL 11

Can sporting events begin even after
three or four months?

Dr Damanjit Chadha, an internal medi-
cine specialist at Fortis, believes 'right now, it
should not even be thought of.’

“We are getting daily reports of re-infec-
tions in Wuhan, and even in Korea. There
were reports that the situation was totally
clear there but two days ago, patients started
showing symptoms again and tested positive
again. They say that it may be a relapse.
Maybe in the next six weeks, we will be much
wiser about how things are going to unfold.”

Till then, according to Dr Yash Gulati, a
consultant orthopaedic surgeon at Apollo
Hospital, it is 'impossible’ to hold an event.
“Itis a stupid idea to

even start any sporting
event the way things SIMPLY
are right now, with or PUT

without spectators.
Maybe, once things
settle down, once other activities are started.”

Is testing all players, support staff and
organisers - making it roughly 200
people - at a venue practical?

Dr Gulati says sparing 200-odd testing kits
‘should not be anissue’ if events start three-four
months from now. However, there could be lo-
gistical challenges. “Two tests are conducted in
a span of five-to-seven days and only when
both are negative, can we conclude that the per-
son is not infected,” Dr Chadha says. “During
this duration, they should be totally isolated. So,
the idea to test everyone is very theoretical.”
He, however, says antibody tests, which give re-
sults in a shorter time, can be an alternative.

What if someone tests positive?

A sports ministry official said they are
considering having isolation wards at major
Sports Authority of India centres in case such
a scenario takes place at one of their facili-
ties. There is no clarity yet on what happens
if someone will test positive before a tourna-
ment or a match.
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QUICK CLUES
NORTH SOUTH ACROSS
L J Ry & AQ 1. Easytodeal with(13)
®53 ®AJ6 10. Send or forward (5)
11.  Migratory movement(9)
¢ 786432 K0 12 Aninability to feel pain (9)
%4 $K09643 13. Slack(5)
14. Balticland(7)
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 16. Understand (7)
Pass IC.) INT 18. Food item - "Alter TT" anagram ?
(7)
Pass 16 Pass INT 20, Epicure(7)
Pass Pass Pass 22. Complete(5)
West leads the H7 to the H3 and East's HQ. How do you plan 24.  Lowest female singing voice (9)
the play? 26. ngr tf'le side of aship(9)
THEWESTHAND: 4107 ®K108724]7 #]1052 % g"jﬂr_‘:‘é;‘i’é‘?{gl’a“ (5)
THEEASTHAND: 4 |9643%Q94 41095%A7 ' '
Looking at top tricks, we have three in spades, three in dia- DOWN
monds and the HA and we can set up one more in clubs by 2. Amutual agreement(7)
knocking out the ace; but that is only eight tricks. Playing on 3. Eight-sided (9)
clubsis unlikely to be successful; two tricks in the suit will have 4. Office notes(5)
tobelostand, by that time, the defenders may well have set up 5. Ruthless competition (3-3-3)
three heart tricks to complete five. Itlooks as though the whole 6. Lagbehind(5)
diamond suit will be needed. Thatimplies a 3-2 splitbut even 7. Noxious(7)
then, we still have to reach the board to cash the long cards. 8.  Embellishment(13)
The only entry outside diamonds is the AK, which means that 9. Global(13)
we shall have to sacrifice one of our top spade tricks by over 15.  Sterilizing vessel (9)
taking our own SQ. Recounting our tricks in that light, we have 17.  Position on the cricket field close
six diamond tricks (given a friendly 3-2 break), two spades and to the umpire (6,3)
the HA to total nine and we may have time to knock out the 19. Heavy napped woolen fabric
CAfor an overtrick. (7)
Our plan is to cash the two diamond honours in hand, then 21.  1000times 1000(7)
over take SQ with the SK and cash the DA and the remainder 23. Biblical father of Rachel and Leah
of the suit, finishing with the SA. (5)
From the point of view of the contract, it does not matter 25. TennisstarRafael____(5)
whether we win the first heart or hold it up. But you should
have realised that if we decided to hold it up, and East cun- CRYPTIC CLUES
ningly shifts to a spade (attempting to attack our entry) we ACROSS
must win this with the SA, keeping our AQ intact for when it 1. Transforming of our huge fees
is needed. Satisfy yourself that, if we put on the SQ, we cannot into sheltered accommodation
make the contract. (5.2,6) '
Dealer North, EW vulnerable 10.  Rubbersolution?(5)
11.  Notworking but attending a cad
NORTH SOUTH who appears poor(3,2,4)
12. Old army fare made Hector
L X\ & KQJ1094 complain (5.4)
¥ (4 ¥K7/3 13.  Acracker of a short satire (5)
¢ 74?2 ¢ K65 14. Wasitused in operating a big
fiddle?(4,3)
SAKT2 0 16. The girl, confused, hit the switch
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH again(7)
I 18. I'mturning up in a family football
club(2,5)
Pass 14 24 dbl 20. School where learning is acquired
Pass Pass Pass by a tot, maybe (7)
You are in4S, having missed the easy 3NT contract. West 22 ?g;dgﬂ monsieur of some note
leads the DA, and (believe it or not) your play to trick ,
one will decide the fate of the contract. What is your 24. 5;:3%’ Slfzs)et' l'dgotoshow the
plan for the first trick? 26. Refusal to debase apprenticeship

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

___like___aredividedintoincisors and grinders. - Walter Bagehot (7..,5)

PWEEE AERTTT

AFIRR ILTHSW

(9)

27. Chieftain always going round
Middle East(5)

28. Brummie is shut out of London
tourist attraction (7,6)

DOWN:

2.  Buntinggets a great deal of
backing in a North African port
(7)

3. Ringputon cross Madonna,
perhaps? (3,6)

4. High-grade oxygeninaduck
region (5)

5. Nonsense provided hesitantly by
leading actor on minute aquatic
animals (9)

6. Feastarranged for Lachesis,
Clotho and Atropos (5)

7. Golly! Not working in a native
plant? (7)

8.  Environmental hazard resulting
inarise in mercury? (6,7)

9.  Arethey peripatetic
basketballers? (5-8)

15.  Vessel outside port perhaps (9)

17.  With"green" make-up a girl’s
content, that's the size of it (9)

19. After half-time, I have the right fur

(7)

Difficulty Level 5s

Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and ineach of the
nine boxes.

SUDOKU 4177

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy;

3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =

Genius

Joyageq I9)[EAA - 'SIOPULIS pUe SIOSIOUT 03UT PIPIAID I Y3333 NI SINLINN - 1oMSUY
ISTIHM A LLVL ¥V ‘FAMAd:NOLLNT10S

21.  Author turning on the earth-first

movement? (7)

23. Paidto get books in for

composition(5)

25. loperate on mule for anintestinal

section(5)

QUICK CLUES Across: 1Dreamscape, 6
Talc, 9 Invigorate, 10 Pawn, 12Fitasa
fiddle, 15 Caelian, 16 Learned, 17
Umpteen, 19 Partner, 20 Unaccustomed,
23 Apia, 24 Abducentes, 25Esne, 26 A
greatmany. Down:1Drip, 2 Envy, 3
Magnificence, 4 Curtain, 5 Pitfall, 7
Abandoning, 8 Contenders, 11
Disagreement, 13 Accumulate, 14
Temptation, 18 Nosebag, 19 Profuse, 21
Etna, 22 Espy.CRYPTIC CLUES Across: 1
Hippodrome, 6 Snib, 9 Munificent, 10
Tara, 12 That’syourlot, 15 Unaired, 16
Dubious, 17 Modicum, 19 War hero, 20
Steeringgear, 23 Ida’s, 24 Remarkable,
25 Nose, 26 Sub-letters. Down: 1Hams, 2
Pant, 3 Off-the-record, 4 Recited, 5
Moneyed, 7 Nearly over, 8 Beauty spot, 11
Lumber-Jacket, 13 Submission, 14
Handle bars, 18 Manteau, 19 Wagtail, 21
Able,22 Hens.

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4176

If it’s your

Birthday

Sunday April 12

The Sun’s intriguing alignments offer you
the chance of a breakthrough at work, or
the opportunity to pursue a major public
ambition, with all the praise that success
will bring. It’s all a question of getting your
intuitions in top gear.

Monday April 13

You may avoid certain shocks, but then
you may also miss out on a number of
pleasant surprises. Set your heart on a
treasured ambition. You might not
succeed, but you'll make good progress.

Tuesday April 14
You'll be ready to enjoy social and
romantic encounters, free from

commitment or concern about the future.
You need tolive in the presentand put the
past behind you.

Wednesday April 15

Don’t be too worried if someone has failed
to get in touch or reply to your
blandishments. It's not what other people
do that matters, but how you respond.

Thursday April 16

This is no time to worry about letting
someone down — it is time they took
responsibility for their own affairs. They
could do with your understanding.

Friday April 17

In love you'll be flexible and, when you
face opposition, you'll give way gracefully.
Atwork, however, stand up for your rights.

Saturday April 18

It stands to reason that new people could
come into your life and challenge you to
broaden your interests. You can follow
your intuitions and find yourselfin some
wonderfully colourful situations.

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The right strategic
moves and tactics
will enable you to
preserve and
protect all you hold dear. You
will find it easier to make
financial decisions in the
future, now that more
information is to be released.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
You know very well
what must be done.
Now that Mercury,
planet of

communication, has turned

from an opponent into an ally,
you will be far better able to
make yourself understood and
persuade other people that
you are right.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You will be happier
than before to let
partners know
about certain of

your personal plans.

Drop your guard and allow

people to charm you. Now

is the time to trust that friends

have your best interests

at heart.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
If someone has got
the better of you in
a business matter,
there is no need to
worry. Not only are your
financial prospects looking up
but you are now entering the
initial phases of a new cycle of
hope and optimism. Jupiter,
the most beneficial of planets,
is about to work its magic
again.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
The current
relationship
between Jupiter and
Mars impacts on
that part of your chart
associated with health and
work. Could it be that
you have been pushing
yourself too hard lately? Or
that you are beginning to feel
worn out? Is it time to shed a
number of commitments? |
thinkitis.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
One important
factor stopping you
from making the
most of yourself has
been a deep fear of taking
risks, perhaps a feeling rooted
back in the distant past.
However, you should by now
have overcome such
inhibitions and be ready to
face the future with renewed
optimism.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Venus continues its
challenge to your
sign, urging you to
take greater notice
of partners’ needs and wants
plus, of course, family
members’ real desires. There is
a great deal of affection
coming your way. All you must
do is open yourself up to the
love and good feeling which
other people have for you.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
It’sastrange old week,
tobe sure. It will take
agood deal of courage
to swallow your pride

and admit that you should

change your plans. On the other
hand, if you really must continue
with your current proposals be
certain that close partners are
reassured and reconciled.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
Your fine words and
elegant phrases are
pouring oil on
troubled waters. You

have exactly the right touch,

especially for getting people at
work to buck their ideas up.

You may have to knock heads

together if thatis what it takes.

Venus brings excellent

romantic developments.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
A series of
extraordinary
events will make
the next week

somewhat more lively than

anticipated. If you are in tune
with the mood of the moment
you will get both the best out
of opportunities and find the
most appropriate solution to

every problem. It’s not a

question of right and wrong,

but of what works best.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
It's time to show
your serious face, in
the knowledge that
if you are careful

now you'll be in a much better

position to take advantage of
various bizarre events that are
due to happen very soon.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Most Pisceans pride
themselves on being
sensitive,
compassionate and

easy to geton with. Mars s

making you feel rather tough and

unwilling to compromise but,
instead of rubbing people up the
wrong way, why don’t you take
the lead in some new charitable
enterprise: selfless behaviour
will make you feel good.
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