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SUNSET TODAY 6.39 PM
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Diagnostic kits 
export banned

New Delhi: The government
on Saturday put curbs on

exports of diagnostic kits to
discourage shipments amid

the coronavirus outbreak.
“The export of diagnostic

kits (diagnostic or laborato-
ry reagents on a backing,
preparation diagnostic or
laboratory reagents)... is

restricted with immediate
effect,” the Directorate

General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) said in a notifica-

tion. 

Railways, zones 
differ on service
New Delhi: The railways on
Saturday said no final deci-
sion was taken on restora-
tion of train services, even

as its zones have started
drawing up plans to resume

passenger services, which
were suspended for 21 days
due to the ongoing nation-
wide lockdown to curb the
spread of the coronavirus.

All 17 railway zones and
divisions are preparing

plans to identify trains and
resume services from April
15, taking into account the

availability of rakes. 

I-T gives time for
forms 15G, 15H

New Delhi: The Income-Tax
department has allowed

individuals to submit Form
15G and 15H for the current

fiscal after June 30 for
claiming exemption from

TDS on interest income to
mitigate hardship of people

amid the Covid-19 crisis.
Forms 15G and 15H are filed
by persons whose incomes

are below taxable thresh-
old, to seek exemption from

TDS on interest income.
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YUSUF JAMEEL I DC
SRINAGAR, APRIL 4

Following widespread crit-
icism by political parties
and public outcry, the
Centre on late Friday night
amended the recently noti-
fied domicile law for
Jammu & Kashmir, reserv-
ing all government jobs for
its residents.

However, some political
parties continue to be dis-
satisfied and even enraged
and have demanded a com-

plete rollback of the entire
domicile law and restora-
tion of J&K’s statehood.
They have asserted that
vital issues like who can be
a domicile of the erstwhile
state stripped of its special
constitutional status and
split up into two Union
Territories in August last
year should be left to a
duly elected Assembly to
decide. The Centre had on
the March 31 evening,
while defining new domi-
cile rule for J&K, made a

person residing in the UT
for at least 15 years or hav-
ing studied for a period of
seven years and appeared
in Class 10th/12th exami-
nations in a local educa-
tional institution eligible
to be a domicile of it.

The definition expands to
include “children of those
Central government offi-
cials, all India services offi-
cers, officials of PSUs and
autonomous body of
Central government, pub-
lic sector banks, officials of

statutory bodies, officials
of Central universities and
recognised research insti-
tutes of the Centre who
have served in J&K for a
total period of 10 years”.

Through the same order,
the Centre repealed the
J&K Civil Services
(Special Provisions) Act.
Section 5A of the newly
introduced J&K Civil
Services (Decentraliz-ation
and Recruitment) Act, stat-
ed that domiciles of J&K
would have exclusive right

on class-4th and non-
gazetted posts. However, it
also said that all Indian cit-
izens including J&K domi-
ciles would be eligible for
remaining non-gazetted
and gazetted posts. Before
August 5 last year, all jobs
in J&K were exclusively
reserved for permanent
residents of the erstwhile
state. The Ladakh region of
the erstwhile state which
is now a separate UT was
not included in the
gazetted notification.  

Centre amends J&K domicile law
All govt jobs kept open to local residents, new entrants onlyJOBS | AT STAKE

SHASHI BHUSHAN | DC
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

On Saturday, the 11th day
of the nationwide lock-
down, the number of coro-
navirus positive cases
crossed the 3,000-mark
with around 700 people
testing positive and 12
patients succumbing to
Covid-19 related complica-
tions in 24 hours, the
highest in India in a sin-
gle day.

The total coronavirus
related deaths in India
now stand at 91 as per
covid19india.org,  a crowd
sourced website updating
the toll frequently. 

The Union health min-
istry said on Saturday
that the total number of
confirmed cases coron-
avirus cases are 3,072,
including 57 foreign
nationals. 

Officials, however,
assured citizens that
there is no need to panic
as the rate of spread is
less than it is in many
other countries and that
just “one place”, the
Tablighi Jamaat, acco-
unts for 30 per cent of
India’s total positive
cases.

Union home ministry
said that nearly 22,000
Tablighi Jamaat members
and their primary con-
tacts have been quaran-
tined across the country
till now. 

Punya Salila Srivastava,
joint secretary in the
Union home ministry,
said that the government
undertook massive efforts
in coordinating with
states to trace the Jamaat
members and their con-
tacts to contain the spread
of Covid-19.

Of the total positive
cases, 1,023 confirmed
cases of infection have
been found to be linked to
the Tablighi Jamaat con-
gregation in the national
capital last month.

Maharashtra (490),
Delhi (445), Tamil Nadu
(411), Kerala (295) and
Rajasthan (200) remain
the states with the highest
number of positive cases.

“Fifty-eight patients in
the country, mostly from
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh
and Delhi, are currently
in critical condition,”
Union health ministry’s
joint secretary Lav
Agarwal said, adding that
most of the patients who
have died so far were old
and had co-morbid condi-
tions like diabetes, hyper-
tension, kidney or cardiac
issues.

But, contrary to the gen-
eral believe that the elder-
ly are at higher risk of
infection, government
data revealed that the
maximum Covid-19
patients, almost 42 per
cent, are in the 21-40 age
bracket. “Thirty-three per
cent patients are of 41-60
years, 17 per cent are
above 60 years and 9 per
cent patients are in the 0-
20 age bracket,” Mr
Agarwal said.

■ Page 5: Modi, Trump
discuss Covid-19

India logs 700 cases, 12 deaths
Toll at 91 on 11th day of lockdown; 22,000 TJ members quarantined: Centre 

New Delhi, April 4: As
India witnesses a spike in
coronavirus cases, the
Central government on
Saturday issued an advi-
sory asking people to
wear “homemade face
covers”, particularly wh-
en they step out of their
houses in order to curb
the spread of Covid-19.

In the ‘Advisory on the
use of Homemade Prot-
ective Cover for Face and
Mouth’, the government
said the use of such
masks will help in pro-
tecting the community at
large, and that certain
countries have claimed
benefits of homemade
face masks for the general
public. 

The Indian govern-
ment’s advisory under-
lined that usage of home-
made masks certainly
will help in maintaining
overall hygiene, while
cautioning that “this face
cover is not recommend-
ed for either health work-
ers or those working with
or in contact with Covid-
19 patients or are patients
themselves as these cate-
gories of people are
required to wear specified
protective gear”. 

The advisory also has a
manual issued by the
office of the government's
Principal Scientific
Advisor on homemade
protective cover for face
and mouth for curbing
the spread of SARS-CoV-2
coronavirus. The manual
suggested that “wearing
face covers is especially
recommended for people
living in densely populat-
ed areas in India”.  — PTI

INDIANS ADVISED
TO WEAR ‘COVER’
ON THEIR FACES

S.A. ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Energy minister G.
Jagadish Reddy and TS
Transmission Corporation
(TS Transco) and Gene-
ration Corporation (TS
Genco) chairman and
managing director D.
Prabhakar Rao said the
power grid would not col-
lapse due to the sudden
switching off of lights at 9
pm on Sunday in response
to the call given by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

In a press statement, Mr
Reddy said that it was a
common practice in a

majority of households to
switch off lights after 9 pm.
Social media has been
abuzz with rumours that
the power grid would col-
lapse due the sudden drop
in electricity use.

Mr Rao told a press con-
ference that it was a mis-
conception and asked peo-
ple to switch off the lights
to express their solidarity
in the fight against the
coronavirus. He advised
people to continue to oper-
ate their household electri-
cal appliances, including
fans and refrigerators.

He explained that the
‘lighting load,’ the power

used for lights, was 700
MW. “Ever since the lock-
down, the state has record-
ed power consumption at
9,000 MW to10,000 MW.
During the last week, the
power consumption has
been around 9,000 MW-
9,500 MW. We are prepared
to meet demand up to

13,500 MW. With all lights
being turned off, we will
have a reduction of power
consumption by only 700
MW-750 MW which will
not have any adverse
impact on the power grid.”

He said that the state had
an advanced isolated grid
system which would be
able to bear the load. If
required, the authorities
were making arrange-
ments to switch on the
power-consuming pumps
of Kaleshswaram lift irri-
gation scheme as well
reverse pumping at
Srisailam and
Nagarjunasagar projects

to balance the power con-
sumption during the nine-
minute period.

He said that the state
power utilities were tak-
ing precautions to min-
imise any adverse impact
of the nine-minute black-
out. He recalled that dur-
ing the solar eclipse
recently, people had
switched off the lights
resulting in reduction in
power usage by 800 MW
which had no impact on
the power grid.

He urged people to coop-
erate with the electricity
department staff and pay
electricity bills online.

Lights off won’t harm power grid, says state

BALU PULIPAKA and
DURGA PRASAD 
SUNKU I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Telangana state registered
yet another steep climb in
the number of coron-
avirus-positive cases with
the government announc-
ing late on Saturday
evening that 43 more per-
sons were identified as
being affected with Covid-
19.

This takes the total num-
ber of Covid-19 cases,
including 11 deaths and 33
recovered and discharged
patients, to 272.

“Every one of these new
cases,” health minister
Etala Rajendar said in a
statement, were either
those who went to attend
the Tablighi Jamaat con-
gregation at the Markaz
masjid in the Nizamuddin
area of Delhi between
March 13 and March 15, or

those who were contact
with the returnees who
brought the disease back

with them.
Among those who tested

Covid-19 positive was a
resident of an area very
close to the King Koti
Palace in Narayanguda
police station 
limits, which sent ripples
of fear.

According to officials,
the man lived with a fami-
ly of 46 persons in one
house. With fears of a coro-
navirus-cluster forming
up, medical teams from
Gandhi Hospital, super-
vised by the hospital doc-
tors, rushed to the man’s
residence and collected
samples from all the
inmates for testing.

As on Saturday night, the
entire family was placed
under home quarantine
while the man who tested
positive was taken to hos-
pital for treatment.

■ Page 4: Positive patient
attended Markaz

Telangana reports 43 new +ve cases 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

The Association of Surg-
eons of India (ASI) is step-
ping in with help for hos-
pitals designated as Covid-
19 centres across the coun-
try, raising between `30 to
`35 lakh so far.

The surgeons’ body, in a
bid to slice through the
supply chain clutter, said
that personal protective
equipment (PPE) will be
delivered from a manufac-
turer in Karnataka direct-
ly to the ASI state chapters
that contributed to the
fund. “We left it to our
local chapters to identify

and hand over the PPE
directly to under-served
government hospitals des-
ignated as Covid-19 cen-
tres,” ASI president Dr P
Raghu Ram said. “We
expect the total fund to get
larger in the next day or
two,” he added. Each PPE
kit, costing `1,000 and pro-
cured from a government
of India-approved manu-
facturer, consists of a sin-
gle-use, full body protec-
tion suit, a pair of hand
gloves, eye glasses and a
triple-layered surgical
mask.  Incidentally, each
ASI state chapter will get
PPEs for the amount it
contributed.

Surgeons sew up
safety gear funds

KANIZA GARARI I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Fifteen house surgeons,
resident doctors and para-
medical staff from
Osmania General Hospital
were asked to quarantine
themselves as they came
in contact with the two
patients from Shadnagar
and Secunderabad who
died due to Covid-19.

The doctors and para-
medical staff on duty on
March 31 and April 1 were
segregated and asked to
stay at home. 

15 OGH DOCS, STAFF
INSTRUCTED TO GO
INTO QUARANTINE

MODI CALLS FOR
ALL-PARTY MEET
ON CORONAVIRUS
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will for the first
time confer with leaders
of Opposition parties on
ways to tackle the coron-
avirus on April 8.

The meeting will be
held through video-con-
ferencing at 11 am next
Wednesday. All parties
who have more five mem-
bers in both Houses of
Parliament were invited
for the meeting,
Parliamentary affairs
minister Prahlad Joshi
said in a statement on
Saturday.

Police helplessly watch as people ignore social distancing norms at Malakpet Paltan for free ration being supplied at Government Fair Price shops
on Saturday. With servers down for a significant amount of time, there were lot of arguments with the police and Fair Price shop owners. 

— P.SURENDRA

DC CORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL, APRIL 4 

In a major development,
two senior IAS officers
holding key charges in
state health department
on Saturday tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 seriously
hitting operation of war
room established by Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan to fight coron-
avirus in Madhya
Pradesh.

A day after young IAS
officer J. Vijay Kumar
tested positive for Covid-
19, state health secretary
Pallavi Jain Govil and
additional health director
Veena Sinha on Saturday
tested positive for the
virus, creating ripple in
the state administration
here.

The development has
forced the state govern-
ment to put 14 senior IAS
officers in quarantine.

Senior MP health
officials test +ve

● ● TSGENCO chairman 
D. Prabhakar Rao asked
people to continue to
operate their household
electrical appliances,
including fans and refrig-
erators while switching
off lights
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● ● OF THE total positive
cases, 1,023 confirmed
cases of infection have
been found to be linked
to the Tablighi Jamaat
congregation 



Plea to allow pvt labs
to conduct Covid test 
There is a fear that data on rising cases will be leaked out 
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SHORT TAKES

RULES TO OBTAIN
KITS FOR COVID

RELIEF RELAXED 
S.A. ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4 

The state government on
Saturday issued an order
relaxing certain provisions of
Article 125 of the Telangana
State Financial Code to be able
to procure diagnostic, surgical
and other medical equipment,
drugs and pharmaceutical and
other essential services and
related supplies on priority for
undertaking Covid-19 relief
operations.

According to Chief Secretary
Somesh Kumar, the prevailing
health emergency would
require this. Any delays in
procurement would result in
loss of lives and hence, there is
a paramount public interest in
ensuring that the necessary
goods, services and supplies
are procured in the quickest
possible manner and the pro-
curement procedures have to
be adapted.

The government order stipu-
lates that the procurement
may in the first instance be
made either from suppliers
already empanelled on rate
contract or through the gov-
ernment e-marketplace
(GEM), if they meet the
required time lines and quan-
tities.

If the procurement from a
supplier is not possible under
the above provision, it may be
undertaken from any other
source, either at the rate con-
tract or GEM rates, or at rates
deemed reasonable by the
medical and health depart-
ment, duly recording the non-
feasibility of procurement
under the first sources and
reasonableness.

Procurement may simultane-
ously be undertaken from
more than one source, if the
entire quantity required is not
feasible from a single 
source. 

In such cases, the rates of the
goods and services may also be
different for different sources.

Procurement from a single
source may be resorted to, if
in the medical and health
department’s assessment only
that particular firm is the
manufacturer of the required
goods and services due to rea-
sons of availability and timely
supplies in the prevailing
emergency conditions.

The term essential supplies
will include any items deemed
appropriate by the department
necessary for Covid-19 relief
operations and this has to be
recorded.

The competent authority for
making the procurements
shall duly record the reasons
for invoking the special relax-
ations permitted under this
order in respect of such pro-
curement.

The relaxations permitted
under this order shall be in
force from March 14 till May 31
or any date as may be pre-
scribed by the government
through subsequent orders. 

Migrants sidelined
at ration shops  
ADITYA CHUNDURU I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Migrants from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and even
the general Telugu public
have alleged that TRS
leaders were playing
favourites at ration shops
during rice distribution. 

They said TRS leaders
overseeing the distribu-
tion operation at most of
the shops are giving out
tokens according to their
discretion, often at the
expense of migrants,
even though they have
ration cards. 

At a ration shop in
Kavadiguda, very few
people were able to get
tokens, even though they
had been waiting there
since early in the morn-
ing. 

Mintu, a Bihari migrant
living in the locality, said
he was unable to get a
token even though he had
been waiting in line since
8 am. “Only a few people
were able to get tokens.
After that, the local TRS
leader gave the rest of
them to people close to
him.” 

Onlookers who over-
heard the statement nod-
ded in agreement. The
TRS leader, on seeing
Mintu complaining to
this reporter and attract-
ing attention, took Mintu
aside and discreetly put a
token in his hand to
assuage him. 

Raju Ojha of the Bihar
Samaj, an activist group
for the welfare of
migrants from that state,
said he had been to multi-
ple ration shops in the
city and the situation was
the same in almost all
places. 

“At all the places, the
local politician, mostly
the corporator, is oversee-
ing the distribution. They
are favouring locals over
migrant, who possess
ration cards but don't
understand Telugu and
can be easily fooled. It is
all about canvassing for
votes,” he said.

At Bansilalpet, there
were at least 70-80 people,
mostly women, waiting in
line to receive their
rations. 

They had been there
since the previous day.
When asked, all of them
said Lakshmipati, the
husband of TRS corpora-
tor for Bansilalpet, had
distributed tokens the
previous day. 

Life was even tougher
for migrants who don’t
possess ration cards. The
civil supplies department
and GHMC have
arranged rice distribu-
tion for them at separate
locations but the
migrants have had little
luck so far. 

In the Musheerabad

area, the migrants were
asked to go to the
Musheerabad play-
ground. However, the
counters have rarely
opened since April 1. 

Lohi Das, a migrant
from Odisha, who had
come there along with his
wife and daughter, said,
“The counter was opened
only for a few hours since
April 1. Whenever we
came here, they asked us
to leave and return the
next day.” 

Das, a daily wage
labourer, said he is run-
ning low on savings as he
hasn’t made any money
since the lockdown
began. 

A group of migrants
from Madhya Pradesh
said they, too, had waited
for long hours at the
ration counter on Friday
and Saturday but were
unable to get any rice or
cash. 

CLINICS SEIZED
FOR COVID-19
PATIENT’S DEATH
DURGA PRASAD SUNKU | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Ranga Reddy medical
and health officials
seized private clinics
which had treated the
woman in Chegur village
who died while undergo-
ing treatment in
Osmania hospital on
March 31. She later test-
ed positive for Covid-19.

Her final rites were per-
formed at Chegur of
Nandigama mandal in
Shadnagar Assembly
constituency on
Thursday. It was attend-
ed by her family mem-
bers and other villagers.
After her samples tested
positive for the novel
coronavirus disease, the
villagers are in panic.

Accusing the private
doctors, Dr Pratab Reddy
and Dr Vithallaiah, for
not informing authori-
ties regarding the Covid
case and treating her,
clinics were sealed and
cases booked against
them. The government
order stated that if any
private clinic is found
flouting norms, it will be
booked under  the IPC,
Disaster Management
Act 2005 and Epidemic
Disease Act.

NO DELAY IN
EVALUATION OF
INTER PAPERS 

HARLEEN MINOCHA | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

The Telangana Intermediate
Board Secretary and
Commissioner of
Intermediate Education, Syed
Omar Jaleel quashed a notifi-
cation doing the rounds on
social media, saying that “the
answer paper correction for
intermediate students has
been postponed till April 15, in
view of the Covid-19 spread”.

Mr Jaleel reacting strongly
to this fake news said, “We
started the evaluation a day
before the lockdown was
announced on March 24, and
the process goes on as
planned. 

There are no plans to post-
pone the evaluation process
for intermediate students'. 

He further added that he will
file a police complaint against
whoever is found guilty of
spreading the misinformation.

The fake notification doing
the rounds on social media
also read, ‘Due to Covid-19,
Board of Intermediate has
decided to release results in
May second or third week, so
we are doing to announce that
improvements and supplemen-
tary exams are not held for
this year (2019-20).

Rush for essentials

A large number of customers buy vegetables and other essential items amid a nationwide lockdown at the Monda market without maintaining
social distance, crucial to control the spread of Covid-19, in Secunderabad on Saturday.    — S. SURENDER REDDY

VIKRAM SHARMA I DC
HYDERABAD APRIL 4

In a strange development,
at least 25 Tablighi Jamaat
members who tested nega-
tive for coronavirus after
undergoing swab tests at
Gandhi Hospital were
shifted to the Badi masjid
in Mallepally, where they
are expected to remain in
isolation for 14 days.
Besides the men, three
children and women who
were along with them have
been moved to an empty
building adjacent to the
masjid.

It is not known whether
the Tablighi Jamaat mem-

bers themselves requested
that they be shifted to the
mosque or whether the
state administration
decided to leave them
there, at a time when
social distancing is the
norm. 

Most of them had attend-
ed the religious meeting at
the Tablighi Jamaat's
headquarters in
Nizamuddin, Delhi, which
has turned into a coron-
avirus hotspot.   

Top sources told Deccan
Chronicle that more than
30 of them were dis-
charged from the Gandhi
Hospital on Friday after-
noon. However, concerns

were raised by the doctors
who advised them quaran-
tine  as they could develop
symptoms at a later stage.

“Some officials in the
administration were of
the view that allowing
them to go back to their
houses could mean that
they could spread the
virus at a later stage,”
sources said adding that it
was unclear whether a
choice was given to them
in the form of Badi masjid.
All mosques have been
closed for the public since
the lockdown began.

By evening, they were
were made to board an air-
conditioned RTC bus

belonging to the Ranigunj
depot at Gandhi Hospital
and driven to the Badi
masjid, which is also
known as the Tablighi
Jamaat mosque.

What is intriguing is who
chose the venue. While
sources at the Gandhi
Hospital said they were
unaware as to who
finalised the venue, offi-
cials in Hyderabad collec-
torate said they were not
aware of the development.

Contacted by Deccan
Chronicle, Hyderabad col-
lector Sweta Mohanty said
she was not aware of the
decision and said the doc-
tors at the hospital would

be in better position to
provide the details. But
Gandhi Hospital sources
maintained that they have
no say where patients go

once they leave the hospi-
tal, except that they may
advise quarantine.
Policemen from
Habeebnagar, whose juris-
diction covers the Badi
masjid, confirmed that 30
people had been dropped
at the mosque on Friday
evening. 

“We are not aware why
and at whose behest they
were shifted to mosque. It
is indeed strange that at
this critical time so many
people will be confined in
a mosque and there is no
one to check on them. We
will not go inside and our
information is that no doc-
tors or medical staff is

going to visit them. They
are on their own now,” a
police official said. 

The official confirmed
that women have been
moved to a building right
next to the mosque as they
cannot be allowed inside
the place of worship. The
mosque is spacious and
there is a separate hall as
well. 

“The mosque premises is
spacious and there is a
separate hall. But we are
not aware whether the
Tablighi members
requested for it or the
administration moved
them here,” the official
said. 

In a first, Badi masjid turns into quarantine facility
Most of the patients had attended religious meeting of Tablighi Jamaat at Nizamuddin in Delhi VIRUS | SCARE

KANIZA GARARI I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

There is a gap of 20 to 24
hours between the time a
person is tested for the
novel coronavirus disease
Covid-19 and obtaining
the result at state-run
facilities. Private hospi-
tals which have got per-
mission from the Indian
Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) but not
from state government are
appealing that they must
be allowed to test to
reduce the waiting time.

Vijaya Diagnostics and a
private laboratory have
been granted permission
by ICMR and the state gov-
ernment to conduct the
Covid-19 test. 

Due to the high load of
patients, the testing is tak-
ing time. A molecular lab-
oratory is required to test
the samples. 

Two private hospitals in
the state which have the
facilities have been
demanding permission to
test but are not being

allowed as there is a fear
that data on the rising
number of cases will be
leaked out. 

Despite assurances that
data will not be leaked,
and there will be strict
compliance, the state gov-
ernment is not willing to
give permission.

A senior doctor said,
“We have to make patients
wait and they do not know
why. The results take at
least 24 hours and that
leads to a delay in treat-
ment. If we test in private
hospitals, the time period
will range from 3 to 6
hours. This will help in
early intervention in
cases with co-morbid con-
ditions of diabetes, cancer
and auto-immune disor-
ders.” 

There is another worry
on the part of state gov-
ernment that there will be
unwanted testing carried
out if private hospitals
are given approval. 

A government health
official said that the tests
will be carried out in pri-

vate hospitals on those
who have no symptoms
but want to check that
they do not have the coro-
navirus.

“Testing asymptomatic
cases is not required. We
need to test only those
who have symptoms.
Presently, all health offi-
cials are busy with Covid-
19 contacts, quarantine
and suspected cases. Who
will monitor what the pri-
vate hospitals are doing?
Till the government hospi-
tals can manage the num-
bers it is important for
them to handle tests,” the
government official fur-
ther said.

Tests at Gandhi
Hospital, Fever Hospital,
Nizam Institute of
Medical Sciences and two
private laboratories are
carried out. They undergo
the mandatory dual test-
ing before confirming the
case. 

These precautions are
being taken to ensure that
there is no margin of
error. 

With the cases increas-
ing now there is a demand
to allow those hospitals
who have the infrastruc-
ture to test their patients.

Kin can’t touch Covid victim’s dead body 
MADDY DEEKSHITH I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4 

The special committee,
appointed by the state gov-
ernment to dispose bodies
of those who died of
either suspected or con-
firmed coronavirus, has
clarified that only four
members will be allowed
at the cremation and that
too with each maintaining
a minimum distance of
four metres from one
another.  

A dedicated Covid-19
vehicle and teams will
carry bodies from the hos-
pital to the graveyard and
a wooden barricading
with a rope hindering the
entry of any person has
been made mandatory at
the burial or electric cre-
mation site. 

Family members of the
deceased will not be

allowed to touch the body.
Personal Protective

Equipment (PPE) would
be mandatory for the spe-
cial teams constituted at
all hospitals in the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) lim-
its.  The suspected or coro-
na positive body will be
dipped in sodium
hypochlorite chemical
(disinfection chemical)
prior to shifting it in a
two-level wrapping with a
white cloth. A third wrap
would be made with the
plastic cover, which would
be easy to shift the body
from the hospital in a zip-
per bag. 

At the burial site, the
body will once again be
dipped in disinfection
chemical for electrical cre-
mation or burial.  The
Covid-19 teams would be
sanitised with sodium

hypochlorite prior and
post the final rites. A com-
mittee member told
Deccan Chronicle that the
same guidelines have been

sent to all nodal agencies,
including the four collec-
torates of Hyderabad,
Ranga Reddy, Medchal-
Malkajgiri and
Sangareddy districts
besides the GHMC zonal
commissioners. He said
instructions were given to
major city hospitals, who
have been asked to use a
dedicated team and Covid-
19 vehicle for carrying the
body. The official said that
the state government has
customised disposal
guidelines and adapted
them to local conditions.
He said similar guidelines
will be followed across the
state and Standard
Operating Procedure
(SOP) should be followed
by the district authorities.

However, the million-dol-
lar dilemma is that nei-
ther the GHMC nor the
district authorities in the

Greater Hyderabad limits
has constructed special
crematoriums or burial
grounds. Burying in the
existing 881 graveyards
would be extremely diffi-
cult since they are already
running short of space
even for a normal death. 

On being queried, the
committee member said
that they would follow
SOP at the place allowed
for cremation or burial.
The authorities are clue-
less about the cascading
effect after burying Covid-
19-hit bodies. 

“The ash of electric cre-
mation is safe but we are
not sure about the meas-
ures to be taken after bur-
ial in graveyards. We have
not framed any guidelines.
There is confusion over
whether family members
can collect ash post e-cre-
mation,” the official added.

●● IT IS not known
whether the Tablighi
Jamaat members them-
selves requested that
they be shifted to the
mosque or whether the
state administration
decided to leave them
there, at a time when
social distancing is the
norm.  

●● PROCUREMENT FROM a
single source may be
resorted to, if in the med-
ical and health depart-
ment’s assessment only
that particular firm is the
manufacturer of the
required goods and servic-
es due to reasons of avail-
ability and timely supplies
in the prevailing emergency
conditions.

●● DUE TO the high
load of patients, the
testing is taking time.
A molecular laboratory
is required to test the
samples. 

●● TWO PRIVATE hos-
pitals in the state
which have the facili-
ties have been
demanding permission
to test but are not
being allowed. 

●● DESPITE ASSUR-
ANCES that data will
not be leaked, and
there will be strict
compliance, the state
government is not will-
ing to give permission.

●● A DEDICATED Covid-
19 vehicle and teams
will carry bodies from
the hospital to the
graveyard and a wood-
en barricading with a
rope hindering the
entry of any person has
been made mandatory
at the burial or electric
cremation site. 

●● AT THE burial site,
the body will once
again be dipped in dis-
infection chemical for
electrical cremation or
burial.  

TECHNICAL SNAG 
CREATES CHAOS
AT RATION SHOPS
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Almost everyone waiting
for their rations had a
tough time on Saturday. 

For the second straight
day, server issues pro-
longed transaction times.
A dealer from Bansilalpet
said he was still clearing
people who had gotten
tokens from him the pre-
vious day. 

“Almost all ration shops
in the city have received
their stocks now so there
is an enormous load on
the server. It is taking me
20 minutes to process one
transaction,” the dealer
said. 

Manga, a senior citizen
and a diabetes patient,
said she had been waiting
in line with her token in
hand since 5 am. 

“I had actually come
yesterday at the same
time and waited until 2
pm before the dealer
asked me to leave because
the machine wasn’t work-
ing,” she said. Her grand-
children have been get-
ting her idlis so that she
can keep her sugar levels
up. 

Another woman at the
location wondered why
the dealer couldn’t sim-
ply note their details
down and give them the
rice. 

“We have come here
every month; the dealer
knows us personally. Why
do we have to depend on a
machine that doesn’t
work? Can’t they take
pity on us? I have wasted
two full days at this place
already,” she exclaimed. 

Beneficiaries show their tokens as they wait in line to
receive ration on Saturday.  — DC
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IN BRIEF

UNIDENTIFIED DUO
ATTACK COP,

INVESTIGATION ON

UoH RELEASES
ADMISSION 

NOTIFICATION

People moving around the city without following any restrictions despite the continuation of lockdown. 
— P. SURENDRA

Amidst lockdown, people
roam freely across city

Police patrol cars
get sanitised 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL  4

The Hyderabad police
have started a 10-day
drive to disinfect patrol
cars which are used for
shifting persons suspect-
ed of coronavirus and for
other purposes.

Stating that the patrol
staff was the pillar of the
police, Hyderabad police
commissioner Anjani
Kumar, said, “Disin-
fecting the patrol vehicles
and Blue Colt vehicles are
a much-needed step in
protecting our police offi-
cers who are out every
day patrolling the city to
ensure the health and
safety of citizens safety
without worrying about
themselves. They are
requested to sanitise
their vehicles before and
after usage.” 

The sanitisation teams
will use 3M Germkleen to
sanitise the high contact
points that include door

handles, arm rests, steer-
ing wheel, gear knob and
the dashboard. 

On an average, 35 patrol
cars and 10 Blue Colt
vehicles were sanitised.
Three vans and two-
wheeler teams from the
Mahavir group will con-
duct the disinfection
process. 

Mr Kumar launched 
the programme on
Saturday in front of the
commissionerate at
Basheerbagh.

Some are travelling long distances for packet of curd, wheat flour
MADDY DEEKSHITH I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

People in the city seem to
be ‘enjoying’ driving on
the empty roads capitalis-
ing on the time that has
been given during the
Covid-19 lockdown period. 

Most of them are
unmindful of the alarm-
ing increase in the num-
ber of coronavirus posi-
tive cases in the city and
giving absurd reasons to
step out of their homes for
a joy ride. 

Ironically, many have
been flashing a doctor’s
prescription when
stopped by the police man-
ning the streets. More
bizarre is that some are
travelling long distances
for a packet of curd, wheat
flour or even boric acid
used to play carom.

Although, cops have
been registering 12,000
cases on an average every
day, it is no deterrent to
the joy-riders. Even more

extreme has been that
police personnel were
roughed up in the Old City
on Friday when the locals
were asked to maintain
social distance.

“We have been toiling
hard to prevent movement
of citizens. However, 99
per cent of them are
armed with a medical pre-
scription and get into con-
frontations when asked to

stop at the temporary
check post”, said a police
official near Jubilee Bus
Station (JBS) in Secund-
erabad. He said that a cou-
ple on a two-wheeler was
in a hurry to get a packet
of curd from Uppal since
ration shops and super
markets nearer home
were running out of stock.

Though police mandate
that two persons should
not travel on two-wheel-
ers, many care a hoot. A
person, accompanied by
an eight-year-old, said that
he was rushing to a phar-
macy near Clock Tower to
purchase medicine for his
child. When he was caught
at the check post a little
later, cops were shocked 
to learn that he had gone
to purchase boric acid as
his child was feeling 
bored during the lock-
down period.

Police at checkpoints
near RTC crossroads,
Liberty Circle, Tarnaka,
Habsiguda, Musheerabad

and several other places
said that people have been
stepping out like any
other normal day. The
helplessness of the police
is that everybody is citing
medical reasons for ven-
turing out. However, cops
said that they have been
booking cases for some
ridiculous reasons.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, city police com-
missioner Anjani Kumar
said that it has become an
even more herculean task
to contain people than
checking the spread of
coronavirus. 

“We have been booking
12,000 cases on a daily
basis for violation of
Covid-19 guidelines. Pe-
ople in Old City roughed
up a constable when they
were urged to maintain
social distance. Aware-
ness is the only way for-
ward to contain the virus
and I urge the media to
publicise about the coron-
avirus spread,” he added.

Tipplers go crazy, loot 3 wine shops
DURGA PRASAD 
SUNKU I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Thieves and tipplers, des-
perate to get a high, are
resorting to looting wine
shops under the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Co-
rporation (GHMC) limits. 

In the last few days,
three wine shops were
looted and an unsuccess-
ful attempt made to rob a
fourth one. The Telangana
Wine Dealers’ Association
(TWDA) was forced to
bring this issue to
Hyderabad police commis-
sioner’s notice.

On Saturday, a wine shop
owner in Bhoiguda
noticed that his shop was
looted and approached the
Gandhinagar police to
lodge a complaint. 

During the investiga-
tion, police found that the
theft happened on April 1.
Amid the lockdown,
excise police sealed all
wine shops to prevent
shop owners from violat-
ing norms.

The shop owner was
checking the CCTV cam-
eras installed in and
around the shop through
his mobile phone as the
shop remained locked due
to the lockdown. The ow-

ner noticed that the 
feed from two cameras
was not coming through.
Suspicious, he went to 
the shop and noticed the
wires connected to the
CCTV cameras were dis-
connected.

The shop owner immedi-
ately informed the excise
police and the law and
order police who reached
the spot, broke open the
seal and found liquor bot-
tles and cases worth lakhs
missing from the shop.

On March 27, a wine
shop worker attempted to
steal liquor bottles

allegedly to be sold to cus-
tomers at Himayathnagar
in the early hours. The
manager was alerted by
suspicious movement on
the CCTV cameras
installed in the wine shop
premises and rushed to
the spot. He found his
employee, Shiva Lingam,
inside shop packing the
liquor bottles into cartons.
On seeing the manager, he
fled, leaving the boxes.

In another incident, alco-
holics tried to break the
shutter of a wine shop to
get access to the booze.
However, their attempt

was foiled due to intense
patrolling by the
Chikkadpally police.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, TWDA presi-
dent D. Venkateshwara
Rao, said, “Most shop own-
ers might not come out
and lodge a formal compl-
aint due to various fears.
One, they might be having
excess stock not revealed
to concerned officials.
Another is workers of the
shop who commit the theft
might reveal that the shop
is being opened illegally.
Due various reasons like
this, they might not come
out and file a case.”

The TWDA has stated
that there are thefts and
break-ins of many 
wine shops in the city 
by thieves and liquor
addicts. 

“We requested higher
officials to kindly deploy
patrolling police officers
in local areas to keep an
eye on wine shops, which
will ensure our shops’
safety,” said Mr Rao.

KANIZA GARARI I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

The effect on pharmaceuti-
cal companies of the nati-
onal lockdown in the wake
of the Covid-19 pandemic
is substantial as the supply
of active pharmaceutical
ingredients is heavily
impacted and the export of
drugs to Europe and the
United States of America
has been curtailed. 

Pharmaceutical compa-
nies here are dependent on
China for supply of active
pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents and the production of
many medicines has been
stalled as the supply has
dwindled with China being
the first country to be

badly hit by the coron-
avirus. The impact is par-
ticularly severe on biologi-
cal medicines such as those
used in the treatment of
cancer, as its transport is

by air and has been sus-
pended.

Dr Arun Singh, an econo-
mist, explains that “raw
material dependency on
China is creating uncer-

tainty regarding normali-
sation of supply chains.
Since 85 per cent of active
pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents come from China, till
the lockdown in India ends,

this problem will continue.
Bulk drug intermediaries
are imported from China
(68 per cent), United States
(four per cent) and Italy
(three per cent). These too
have been badly impacted.
The production of in-house
materials which are 20 per
cent is continuing and that
will ensure that the supply
chain does not get too
badly affected.” 

The effect is moderate in
the case of vaccines and
anti-viral drugs and other
generic medicines for con-
sumption in the country. 

Pharma companies are
rotating their staff, one lot
coming to work for office
and laboratory work for a
certain number of days

and working from home on
other days when another
lot works in the office. 

Production schedules
have been chalked out
according to the availabili-
ty of the work force as
many employees are not
able to come to work.

Rajiv Nath, forum co-ord-
inator of the Association of
Indian Medical Device Ind-
ustry said, “We have got
some relief from states
after continuous dialogue
with them and with the
local administration in the
last one week. But there
are many workers and offi-
cials who live close to inter-
state borders and are
unable to move despite
having a pass.”

The impact is specially severe on biological medicines used to treat cancerMED | CHALLENGE

Lockdown hits supply of pharma ingredients

NO QUARANTINE
AT HAJ HOUSE:
WAKF BOARD

Destitute women
get food for lunch
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Additional commissioner
of police (crime) Shikha
Goel on Saturday visited
the Fatima Old Age Home,
Jangamet, and distrib-
uted food to the inmates.

HelpAge India, an NGO,
had organised the distri-
bution of lunch. Ms Goel,
Bandlaguda mandal rev-
enue officer Farheen Sh-
aik and Chatrinaka
inspector R. Vidyasagar
Reddy distributed the
food packets to about 50

aged destitute women.
They interacted with 
the women and inquired
about the need of medi-
cines. 

Ms Goel appreciated the
services rendered by the
management of the old
age home towards elders
of the society. 

Ms Shaik said the
administration had sup-
plied foodgrains on
Saturday. She appreciated
the arrangements being
done by Mr Syed Wasif,
Ms Humera Fatima and
Arshiya Fatima. 

ATHER MOIN I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

State Wakf Board Chief
Executive Officer
Mohammed Khasim has
opposed the idea of con-
verting the Haj House
building into a quaran-
tine centre for those sus-
pected of carrying the
novel coronavirus citing
that various govern-
ment offices are located
on the premises.

The ministry of minor-
ity affairs under the
instructions of minister
Mukthar Abbas Naqvi
has addressed a letter to
Haj Committees of all
states seeking details of
occupancy for utilising
them as quarantine cen-
tres. The TS Haj Comm-
ittee referred the matter
to the Wakf Board which
owns the building. 

Mr Khasim disagreed
with the proposal stat-
ing that the Haj House
houses the offices of the
Haj Committee, Urdu
Academy, Minorities Fi-
nance Corporation and
District Minority Welf-
are Office (DMWO) ap-
art from the Wakf Bo-
ard. He said the building
was not suitable to host

The wine shop in Bhoiguda near Gandhi Hospital which
was looted on Saturday. — S. SURENDER REDDY

● ● MR KHASIM stated
that the Haj House
houses the offices 
of the Haj Committee,
Urdu Academy,
Minorities Finance
Corporation and
DMWO.

● ● THE TWDA has stated
that there are thefts and
break-ins of many wine
shops in the city by
thieves, liquor addicts

● ● POLICE SAID Mr Praveen
was post near an ATM kiosk
when he came under attack
from the duo that was wear-
ing masks and came on a
two-wheeler. They quickly
escaped.

● ● MANY HAVE been
flashing a doctor’s pre-
scription when stopped
by the police manning
the streets.

● ● POLICE AT check-
points near RTC cross-
roads, Liberty Circle,
Tarnaka, Habsiguda,
Musheerabad and sever-
al other places said that
people have been step-
ping out like any other
normal day.

HARLEEN MINOCHA | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Amidst the student body's
opposition to the admission
notification at the University
of Hyderabad, the varsity
released another notification
on Friday inviting online
applications for entrance
examinations and admission
to various courses for 2020-
21.The admission process that
started on April 1 will go on to
April 30 for 2,400 seats across
128 courses. The university
will not conduct its entrance
exam at centres where the
number of applications is less
than 200. The entrance exams
will be held at 38 centres
between June 2 and June 6.
Applications have been invited
for 16 integrated courses, 41
PG courses, 15 MPhil, 10
MTech and 46 PhD pro-
grammes.  

The university has intro-
duced 17 new courses like MEd
Education, MA Gender
Studies, PhD in Social
Exclusion and Inclusion
Policy, and PhD in Cognitive
Science.

GOI issues new
EPF notification

Hyderabad: The Government
of India has issued a gazette

notification allowing
Employees Provident Fund

members to avail non-refun-
dable advance not exce-

eding the basic wages and
dearness allowance for three
months or up to 75 per cent

of the amount standing to
member’s credit in the EPF
account. This provision was
announced on March 27 to
enable EPF members and

their families to avail them-
selves of some relief on

account of the outbreak of
the coronavirus. The provi-

sion for availing this benefit
as non-refundable advance

comes under sub-para 3 un-
der Para 68L of EPF Rules,

according to an official press
release. 

Covid volunteer
cell inaugurated

 India is a
major exporter
of pharmaceu-
tical products.

Restrictions
have been

imposed on
export of 26

pharmaceuti-
cal ingredients
and medicines

and vitamins
to prevent
shortages

domestically.

 Three major markets from where
India imports bulk drugs and drug
intermediaries are China, United
States and Italy and these have been
heavily impacted since January.

 Local pro-
duction was
affected in
Maharashtra
and Kerala
in March
due to impo-
sition of
Section 144.

 Drug formulations and
biologicals are also affect-
ed as these are imported
from Switzerland, USA,
Belgium, Germany and
China.

 Panic buying of medi-
cines has led to 
unnecessary shortages as
there are stocks to last for
three to six months in
depots, though these
can’t be supplied due to
the lockdown.

Hyderabad: To help people
who are starving due to the
lockdown, the Rachakonda
police has started a cell to

connect donors with benefi-
ciaries. Rachakonda police

commissioner Mahesh
Bhagwat said, “We have

started a Covid volunteer
cell at  Rachakonda commis-
sionerate with the objective

of connecting registered
donors with beneficiaries.”
Mr Bhagwat said the cell is

handled by citizen volun-
teers who enrolled with the

Rachakonda police who
trained and guided and are

supervising them. 
The Rachakonda police has

verified 2,274 persons out of
a total of 2,501 suspected of

Covid-19. Of these, seven
have tested positive and

2,149 are in home quaran-
tine. He said 1,183 passports

have been deposited with
the authorities concerned.

Thirteen cases of quarantine
violation and 165 e-petty

cases have been booked in
the commissionerate. 

Director General of Police M. Mahendar Reddy walking through the newly installed
‘3V Safe Tunnel’ on Saturday. 

New disinfectant device
set up at DGP’s office
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL  4

A first-of-its-kind disinfec-
tant device, ‘3V Safe
Tunnel’, was installed at
the Director General of
Police office by S3V
Vascular Technologies
Private Limited. The solu-
tion has been proved to be
effective against infec-
tions such as SARS,
MERS and Ebola viruses.

This tunnel uses aerosol
technology. The flow pat-
tern of the disinfectant
solution is designed to
provide maximum protec-

tion to people passing
through the tunnel in
around 20 seconds. The
atomized liquid spray sat-
urates the environment
and disinfects all surfaces,
even those that are not
directly exposed to the
nozzles. 

The disinfectant is non-
volatile, having no
detectable vapor pressure,
forms a film which releas-
es free iodine, thus
enabling prolonged virici-
dal and bactericidal activ-
ity and sanitizing the sur-
faces. 

Police personnel and
healthcare professionals
are in the front-line in the
fight against Covid-19 
and installing this disin-
fection tunnel is a step
towards protecting 
them by minimizing
transmission, a senior
official said. 

● ● THIS TUNNEL uses
aerosol technology. The
flow pattern of the disin-
fectant solution is
designed to provide maxi-
mum protection to people
passing through the tun-
nel in around 20 seconds.

● ● THE SANITISATION
teams will use 3M
Germkleen to sanitise 
the high contact points
that include door 
handles, arm rests, 
steering wheel, gear 
knob and the 
dashboard

● ● ON AN AVERAGE, 35
patrol cars and 10 Blue
Colt vehicles were sani-
tised

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL  4

Hyderabad police com-
missioner Anjani
Kumar has appreciated
constable P. Mohan Rao
(3728, 2010 batch) of
Marredpally police sta-
tion for shifting a preg-
nant woman to Apollo
Hospital in a medical
emergency. Mr Kumar
awarded Mr Rao `5,000
and a memento. 

On Thursday, Patrol
Car-1 of the Marredpally
police station received a
Dial 100 call from one
Rekha who said she was
in labour and needed to
be rushed to hospital.
The patrol rushed to her
house and called an
ambulance. Since the 108
ambulance service did
not respond, the patrol
took her in the car to
Apollo Hospital where
she delivered a baby. The
mother and baby are in
good health, an official
said.

COP AWARDED
FOR HELPING
WOMAN

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Two unidentified persons
attacked a police constable in
Chandrayangutta while he was
on bandobast on Saturday.
Police said constable P.
Praveen was attacked 
with sticks and sustained a
severe head injury in the
attack which took place at
about 5 pm. 

Police said Mr Praveen was
post near an ATM kiosk when
he came under attack from the
duo that was wearing masks
and came on a two-wheeler.
They quickly escaped 
from the spot.

Mr Praveen was shifted to the
DRDO hospital for treatment
and his condition is said to be
stable.

Chandrayangutta police
booked a case and a man hunt
was launched to nab the
accused. The police is check-
ing CCTV footage in the 
surrounding areas to track
them down.

Umasankar



DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar on Saturday dis-
cussed problems being
faced in hospitals related
to personal protection
gear, security, sanitation,
travel arrangements and
accommodation of the
staff and management
issues related to the
patients.

He was holding a tele-
conference with doctors
of various hospitals
treating Covid patients
and testing laboratories.

He explained the steps
taken up by the govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao and
assured them of all pos-
sible support from the
government.

He held a separate tele-
conference with the
heads of Covid testing
laboratories and suggest-
ed various measures
based on the feedback
given by frontline offi-
cers to improve capacity
and efficiency. He
requested them to
enhance the testing
capacities. 
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IN BRIEF
ADVOCATES TO
GET FINANCIAL

ASSISTANCE
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Telangana state Bar Council
asked the advocates, those who
do not able to meet their daily
expenses due to the Lockdown,
to make application before to
get financial assistance.
Prescribed Application format
is available on Bar Council
website and filled applications
will be recieved till 7 April.
However,  it made clear that
due to the  limited funds avail-
able for this purpose, only
needy advocates should apply
and if any ineligible advocates
claims it, that would be treated
as misconduct. 

NIRANJAN PATWARI 
DOB: 5.4.1964    DOD: 3.12.1988
This unfortunate old man lost all

the three life assets.
1. A own double storied building.
2. A smart engineer son.
3. A serving duty minded better half.

V.R. PATWARI, 6309765747
(S/2021/D00002)

56th BIRTHDAY OF THE DEPARTED 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

In a major relief for cash-
starved Andhra Pradesh,
the Centre has released
`1,050.91 crore to the state -
`491.41 crore as revenue
deficit grant and `559.50
crore under the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF). Telangana state
has received `224.50 crore
under the SDRF. 

The Centre had last
month released ̀ 1,300 crore
to AP as arrears for local

bodies. With this, within a
month, the Centre has
released `2,350.91 crore to
Andhra Pradesh.

The Centre has released
`17,287.08 crore under
SDRF and revenue deficit
grant to various state gov-
ernments for dealing with
Covid-19. Of this, `6,157.74
crore has gone as revenue
deficit grant to 14 states as
per recommendations of
the 15th Finance
Commission.

Union finance depart-
ment director Bhartendu

Kumar Singh in his orders
said the revenue deficit
grant funds are for April
2020. Kerala has got the
highest funds under this
category at `1,276 crore, fol-
lowed by Himachal
Pradesh `952 crore, Punjab
`638 crore, Assam `631
crore, AP `491 crore,
Uttarakhand `423 crore
and West Bengal ̀ 417 crore.

The Centre also released
`11,092 crore in advance
under SDRF, according to
the Union home affairs
ministry. 

These funds are to be
utilised by states for setting
up quarantine facilities,
collection and screening of
samples, setting up of addi-
tional testing laboratories,
towards cost of consum-

ables, and purchase of per-
sonal protection equipment
(PPE) for healthcare,
municipal, police and fire
authorities, besides pur-
chase of thermal scanners,
ventilators, air purifiers
and consumables for gov-
ernment hospitals. 

The home ministry 
said the SDRF could also 
be used for providing food
and shelter to homeless,
including migrant 
labourers stranded due 
to the lockdown in various
states. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

TPCC treasurer Gudur
Narayana Reddy on
Saturday demanded that
the state government pay
full salaries to employees
of revenue, panchayat raj
and municipal administra-
tion and urban develop-
ment (MA&UD) depart-
ments.

He pointed out that just
like the staff of the med-
ical and health and police
departments, who are
being paid their full salary,
the revenue, panchayat raj
and MA&UD personnel too
have been working on
almost round the clock in
anti-coronavirus operati-
ons.The TPCC treasurer
said employees of these

departments were taking
care of logistics and pro-
viding other support. Mun-
icipal personnel are taking
part in spraying opera-
tions and other activities.
Revenue and panchayat raj
staff are playing a crucial
role in rural areas.

The TPCC disabled per-
sons cell has also written
to CM K. Chandrashekar
Rao seeking payment of
pensions to disabled per-
sons, destitutes, widows,
old age, and toddy tappers
for three months, instead
of only for February.

Disabled persons cell
chairman Muttineni Veer-
aiah said that due to the
lockdown disabled per-
sons, like the 38.76 lakh
pensioners of Asara, are
facing severe hardships.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Telangana Pradesh
Congress committee
president N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy on
Saturday demanded that
the state government
restore the services of
7,500 field assistants who
work for the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGA) in
view of the Covid situa-
tion.

In an open letter to
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao, he said
that the MGNREGA
fields assistants went on
strike following the impo-
sition of new conditions
for renewal of their con-
tracts as per circular no.
4779/2020 dated February
28, 2020.

The TPCC chief noted
in the letter that the cir-
cular proposed that the
contracts of field assis-
tants who fail to meet the
targets would not be
renewed. 

In view of the situation
that has emerged due to
the coronavirus, the field
assistants have offered to
call off the
strikeunconditionally
and re-join duties.

Mr Reddy said that the
ongoing lockdown to pre-
vent the spread of the
coronavirus had a nega-
tive impact on the labour-
ers in rural areas and the
state government needs
to undertake lot of work
under MGNREGA to pro-
vide them with work as
well as increase their
income as per the pack-
age announced recently
by the Centre as a part of
the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Yojana 

He urged Mr Rao to
restore the services of
7,500 field assistants and
utilise their services to
begin MGNREGA work
in rural areas.

GHMC workers spray chemicals around the Covid-19 patient, who died recently, at Bansilalpet on Saturday.
— DEEPAK DESHPANDE

From Page 1

The man, was among six
who attended the Markaz
event from that area. The
test results on five others
is pending, officials said.

Incidentally, as Deccan
Chronicle reported earlier
that the number of people
who attended Tablighi
event from Telangana
state would go up, the
health minister said that
as on Saturday the govern-
ment had identified 1,090
such individuals. The
original figure released a
few days ago by the gov-
ernment was 1,030.

Mr Rajendar also said
that the government will
take strict action on any-
one who attacks, intimi-
dates, or prevents doctors
and medical personnel
from discharging their
duty in the state.

He said the state had ade-

quate critical equipment
such as personal protec-
tion equipment kits. The
government has pur-

chased five lakh N-95
masks for use by doctors
and staff directly treating
Covid-19 patients, four

lakh testing kits, 500 venti-
lators, 20 lakh surgical
masks, and 25 lakh hand
gloves.

Safety measures

S.N.C.N. 
ACHARYULU I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Even as the Centre is plan-
ning to lift the nationwide
lockdown in a phased
manner from April 14 in
states that do not register
new coronavirus cases,
the increasing number of
Covid-19 positive cases in
the Telugu states is caus-
ing major worry for the
two governments. 

In the beginning, the two

states, particularly AP,
were in control of the situ-
ation. However, since the
last three days, the num-
ber of coronavirus posi-
tive cases has seen a sud-
den jump in AP and
Telangana state. While the
total number of cases in
AP has crossed 180, the fig-
ure in Telangana state is
170 plus. 

Three days ago, going by
the decreasing trend,
Telangana state Chief
Minister K. Chandr-

ashekar Rao had expr-
essed the hope that the
state could be free of
Covid-19 by April 7. Arou-
nd the time, Andhra
Pradesh too had recorded
a small number of cases. 

But many followers of
the Tablighi Jamaat retur-
ning from Delhi after their
meeting with coronavirus
has changed the scenario
for the two states. 

The administrations
have decided to intensify
their operations against

coronavirus in the coming
10 days. 

Their aim is to bring
down the number of new
cases to a minimum, so
that they could start lift-
ing the lockdown from
April 14. However, if the
Covid-19 cases continue
rising, the states will have
no choice but to prolong
the lockdown. 

Both TS and AP have
been losing revenues hea-
vily due to the lockdown,
particularly when they

are facing a cash crunch.
A lockdown beyond April
14 will mean the financial
situation of both the
states will go from bad to
worse. 

The two states have
decided to take drastic
measures to contain coro-
navirus by strictly imple-
menting the lockdown. 

The number of deaths
recorded in TS has already
entered double digits
while AP registered its
first death two days ago.

AP,TS fear Covid-19 heat
Prolonged lockdown if coronavirus cases are not kept under control

BALU PULIPAKA I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s call to
the people to switch off
all lights at their homes
for nine minutes, begin-
ning 9 pm on Sunday set
officials of all electricity
utilities scurrying to
ensure that the anticipat-
ed sudden fall in demand
for power at around 9
pm, and the consequent
sudden surge a little
later, does not damage
the power grids - at the
local, state, regional and
national levels.

The Power System
Operation Corporation
Limited (PSOCL), which
oversees the functional
of all regional, state and
local Load Dispatch
Centres (LDCs), has
issued a 13-page note to
all the power utilities on
the do’s and don’ts to
ensure electricity supply
and grid stability.

Country-wide the
demand for power is
expected to fall by 12,879
mega Watts (MW), while
for Telangana state,
PSOCL estimated that
the total reduction in
demand would be 272
MW at the consumer
level and 352 MW at the
grid level for the night-
minute lights off exer-
cise. 

Telangana state,
according to PSOCL, has
61,57,086 rural, and
4,42,654 urban house-
holds, who each on an
average consume 308
MW and 44 MW of power
each day. 

Though the power sec-
tor officials have been at
pains all day to assure

consumers that nothing
will happen to the supply
post the lights off period,
PSOCL on its part,
issued a minute-by-
minute set of instruc-
tions to keep electricity
humming along the
wires across the country
in the run up to 9 pm,
and post 9.09 pm.

It told states to cut
down on hydel genera-
tion from 6.10 pm to 8 pm
while thermal and gas
generating stations have
been instructed that
their output be “sched-
uled in a manner so as to
manage the peak.” After
the peak hours, genera-
tion at all thermal inter-
state generating stations
would be gradually
reduced to near techni-
cal minimum level of 60
per cent by 8.55 pm while
hydel generation is to be
stepped up simultane-
ously to maintain the
load generation balance. 

A mere two minutes
later, starting at 8.57 pm,
PSOCL said, hydel and
gas generation must be
ramped down keeping a
watch on the system fre-
quency. 

Hydel units will be
‘rolling’at this time
between zero and 10 per
cent of their rating while
gas powered generating
stations are to be kept at
the minimum production
level.

Seven minutes later, at
9.05 pm, thermal stations
must be ramped up and
from 9.09 pm, hydel sta-
tions too should step up
production to meet the
increase in demand for
electricity with people
switching lights back on
in their homes.

Power cos set for
Modi’s lights off 

CONG DEMANDS FULL SALARY
FOR MORE DEPARTMENTS

Positive patient attended Markaz

RETAIN MGNREGA
FIELD ASSTS,
SAYS UTTAM

Major relief for cash-starved states

TS to supply fruits through
3,500 mobile rythu bazaars 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4 

In view of Chief
Minister K. Chand-
rashekar Rao’s appeal
to the people to con-
sume fruits to improve
immunity, the horticul-
ture department is tak-
ing steps to supply
fruits through 3,500
mobile rythu bazaars in
the city.

The department has
estimated that 1.2 lakh
metric tonnes of man-
goes and sweet limes
are required for con-
sumption in the state.

According to the
department, the Indian
Council for Medical
Research (ICMR) has
recommended 100
grams of fruits in 

a day. 
As of now, fruits

including mango, sweet
lime, papaya, guava,
pomegranate and lime
were being cultivated
on 4.41 lakh acres
across the state.

The department esti-
mated that in
Hyderabad city alone
has 25 lakh families and
for their consumption
around 100 tonnes of
fruits are required in a
day.

The horticulture and
marketing departments
have been procuring
fruits and the stocks
have been transported
to various places across
the state, including
Hyderabad, with the
support of district col-
lectors and police. 

● ● UNION FINANCE
department director
Bhartendu Kumar Singh
in his orders said the
revenue deficit grant
funds are for April 2020.
Kerala has got the high-
est funds.

●● THE GONDGUDA gram pan-
chayat of Utnoor mandal
imposed the fine on the three
for arriving in the village on
Friday evening and going
around without any purpose.

● ● THE TRAIN consisted of
six tankers which cumula-
tively held 2.4 lakh litres of
milk. It also had a parcel
van loaded with mangoes
from Renigunta and
Secunderabad and musk
melons from Guntakal. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

In response to clarion call
given by PM Narendra
Modi, Governor Dr Tam-
ilisai Soundararajan has
appealed to the people to
turn off the lights in their
homes at 9 pm on Sunday
and light candles or
diyas, torches or mobile
flashlights for nine min-
utes.

She requested the peo-
ple to “express our soli-
darity and to demon-
strate the country’s col-
lective will to fight coron-
avirus.” The Governor
requested the citizens not
to assemble in groups and
out on the roads while
participating in the pro-
gramme, and urged them
to do it at the doorstep or
balconies of their homes. 

Central govt releases `17,287.08 crore under SDRFCOVID | FUNDS

ABIDE BY PM’S
APPEAL, URGES
GOVERNOR

CS discusses hosp
facilities with docs

● ● THE DEPARTMENT
has estimated that 1.2
lakh metric tonnes of
mangoes and sweet
limes are required for
consumption in the
state.

● ● THE HORTICULTURE
and marketing depart-
ments have been procur-
ing fruits.

SCR OPERATES
MILK EXPRESS

TO CAPITAL
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

South Central Railways (SCR)
operated a special train,
named the ‘Doodh Duronto
Special’, to transport milk
from Renigunta to Delhi on
Saturday. The train consisted
of six tankers which cumula-
tively held 2.4 lakh litres of
milk. It also had a parcel van
loaded with mangoes from
Renigunta and Secunderabad
and musk melons from
Guntakal. The train com-
menced its journey from
Renugunta at 8 am and is
expected to reach its destina-
tion in 36 hours. 

The special train is being run
at 110 kmph, on par with the
fastest passengers trains, due
to the lack of congestion on
the rail network. 

In an attempt to keep the
wheels turning, SCR has been
running an average of 180
trains daily. SCR officials said
the staff were taking all pre-
cautions of social distancing
and sanitation while on duty. 

PANCHAYAT
PENALISES
VIOLATORS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 4

A tribal gram panchayat in
Adilabad district has imposed
a fine of `500 each on three
separate bike-borne persons
for entering its village in viola-
tion of the lockdown and
instructions issued by the
state and central governments.
The Gondguda gram panchay-
at of Utnoor mandal imposed
the fine on the three for arriv-
ing in the village on Friday
evening and going around
without any purpose. Of the
three, two are from Lakkaram
village in Utnoor mandal and
one is from Narsapur Gotti vil-
lage. 

On receipt of information,
the village secretary stopped
them at the check post and col-
lected the fine. Village
sarpanch Atram Rahul said
villages have been under self-
isolation following declaration
of the total lockdown.

SEVERAL TEAMS FIGHTING THE COVID MEANCE
1,376
Medical/other
teams deployed

1,07,658
Households
surveyed

4,45,938
Individuals 
surveyed/evaluated

6 Testing
labs 
working

GROWING
LIST
The 
district-wise
break-up of 
Covid-19
patients,
including
active cases
and those 
discharged

Hyderabad: 104
Warangal Urban: 22
Nizamabad: 18
Karimnagar: 17
Ranga Reddy: 16
Medchal-Malkajgiri: 14
Nalgonda: 13
Kamareddy: 10
Adilabad: 9
Sangareddy: 6
Jogulamba-Gadwal: 5
Medak: 5

Bhadadri-Kothagudem: 4
Mahbubnagar: 4
Nagarkurnool: 2
Jagtial: 2
Jangaon: 2
Warangal Rural: 2
Vikarabad: 2
Jayashankar-Bhupalpalli:1
Mahbubabad: 1
Siddipet: 1
Suryapet: 1
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SHORT TAKES

RAJ: PEOPLE
SPREADING VIRUS

SHOULD BE KILLED
DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, APRIL 4

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) chief Raj Thackeray on
Saturday made a controversial
statement suggesting that peo-
ple who are trying to spread
coronavirus should be gunned
down.

Speaking for the first time on
the issue of coronavirus pan-
demic, the MNS chief said in a
bid to spread the disease, some
people were seen spitting on
vegetables. Such perverts
should be gunned down imme-
diately. Those who are saying
religion is bigger than the
country should also be dealt
with in the same manner, he
added.

Mr Thackeray also slammed
the Tablighi Markaz over the
reports of their corona-affect-
ed supporters spitting at nurs-
es and getting undressed in
front of them. Such people
should not be given treatment
at all, he added.

“People who are violating
lockdown should be strictly
punished. Some of the miscre-
ants in the Muslim communi-
ty are not cooperating with the
state government deliberately.
They should be heavily
thrashed and their videos
should be made viral on social
media. This is a very serious
situation and people who are
following lockdown should not
suffer due to the mistake of
some anti-socials,” he said.

CENTRE, WB 
DIFFER ON NO. OF

CASES IN STATE
RAJIB CHOWDHURI | DC
KOLKATA, APRIL 4

Close on the heels of its flip-
flop on the Covid-19 death toll
in West Bengal, the Mamata
Banerjee government has
been found to be in a spot once
again after its data of the total
confirmed cases in the state
differed with that of the
Centre. 

On Saturday, state chief sec-
retary Rajiva Sinha informed
that the total figure of active
cases rose from 38 to 49. 

The list includes 11 fresh
infected among whom is a
Tablighi Jamaat participant,
the first such confirmed case
in the state. 

The total number of con-
firmed cases in the state stood
at 69 on the Union health min-
istry’s website. 

On the mismatch in the sta-
tistics, Mr Sinha said, “We are
not hiding anything. No one
would inflate or deflate data at
this juncture. It is not a game.
We will ask those sending data
to the Centre to check it.”

Meanwhile the Kolkata Port
Trust said that the infected
Tablighi Jamaat participant is
an employee of one of its con-
tractors who was detected
with the virus on April 2 in
Haldia of East Midnapore.

SOCIAL ACTIVISTS
SEEK MGNREGA

PAYMENT 
PARMOD KUMAR | DC 
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

Social activists Aruna Roy and
Nikhil Dey have moved the
Supreme Court seeking pay-
ment of wages to 7.6 crore
active MGNREGA workers for
21 days lockdown period.

The matter was mentioned
by lawyer Prashant Bhushan
after the hearing of the
migrant workers on Friday
and the PIL is likely to be list-
ed for hearing on April 7,  said
his office on Saturday.

Besides seeking the payment
of wages to active MGNREGA
workers invoking fundamen-
tal right to health and liveli-
hood guaranteed under
Articles 14 and 21, the petition-
ers have sought directions for
the issuance of temporary
individual MGNREGA job
cards to the migrant workers
who have returned to their vil-
lages.

Active MGNREGA workers
are those who have been work-
ing under the rural employ-
ment guarantee scheme for
last two years. Otherwise
there are 12.2 crore workers
who work under MGNREGA
every year.

The petitioners have also
sought doubling the entitle-
ment of household work from
existing 100 days of work to
200 days of work to support
rural livelihood during the
“emerging economic crisis”.

Assailing an order by the
ministry of rural development
asking the state governments
to continue with the scheme
wherever possible, the peti-
tioners have said that the
order was in the teeth of con-
solidated guidelines issued.

People stand in a queue outside a bank during the nation-wide lockdown in the wake of the coronavirus outbreak in Solapur on Saturday. - PTI

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

On Saturday, soon after
Opposition parties raised
the spectre of the collapse
of the national power grid
and a blackout owing to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s appeal to switch off
all lights for 9 minutes at 9
pm on Sunday, the Union
power ministry clarified
that citizens are supposed
to switch off only lights
and not other power utili-
ties like fans, computers,
air-conditioners.

Mr Modi had in a video
message earlier this week
asked people across India
to switch off their lights
and hold candles, lamps or
mobile flashlights at 9 pm
on Sunday for 9 minutes
in a show of solidarity to
fight the “darkness of
coronavirus”.

A day after his appeal,
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said that as some-
body who has been associ-
ated with the power sector
for almost three decades,
including as minister, the
call to go dark for 9 min-
utes can have a deep
impact on the grid and its
stability. CPI(M) general
secretary Sitaram

Yechury asked the Prime
Minister to ensure that
the national power trans-
mission grid is not
adversely affected by
switching off lights on
April 5. 

“This can play havoc
with the provision of
health services vital to
combat this pandemic. If
the grid trips, India will
have to face consequences
of no electricity and no
ability to fight the epidem-
ic till power is restored.
This is a risk that the
country, reeling under the
current lockdown and the
Covid-19 epidemic, can-
not, and must not, take,”
he tweeted.

“Some apprehensions
have been expressed that
the Prime Minister’s
appeal may cause instabil-
ity in the grid and fluctua-

tion in voltage which may
harm electrical appli-
ances. These apprehen-
sions are misplaced,” the
power ministry said in a
statement.

Allaying fears of voltage
fluctuation on Sunday, the
statement said, “The
appeal of the Prime
Minister is to simply
switch off the lights in
homes from 9 pm to 9.09
pm… There is no call to
switch off either street
lights or appliances like
computers, TVs, fans,
refrigerators and ACs in
homes… Lights in hospi-
tals and all other essential
services like public utili-
ties, municipal services,
offices, police stations,
manufacturing facilities
will remain on… All local
bodies have been advised
to keep streetlights on for
public safety.”

“The Indian electricity
grid is robust and stable
and adequate arrange-
ments and protocols are in
place to handle the varia-
tion in demand,” it added.

Meanwhile, the State
Load Dispatch Centre of
Uttar Pradesh has written
to state utilities to take a
series of steps to deal with
the possibility of a sudden
drop in power demand.

The SLDC in its letter
asked the utilities to keep
all the reactors of state
grid in service while keep-
ing capacitor banks inop-
erational.

The letter states these
instructions have been
given in view of the call by
the Prime Minister to
switch off lights at 9 pm
for nine minutes.

The SLDC has also asked
them to start load shed-
ding from 8 pm to 9 pm on
Sunday in a staggered
manner.

Similar instructions
have been given by the
Tamil Nadu Transmission
Corporation in a letter to
its operational executives,
saying that availability of
sufficient staff should be
ensured in view of the call
given by the Prime
Minister. The corporation
also asked them to adhere
to SLDC directions.

Meanwhile, an official
on the condition of
anonymity said power
demand may fall by 10 GW
to 12 GW during the black-
out, which will have no
bearing on stability of the
national power grid. 

The country had gone
through a grid failure in
2012 due to technical rea-
sons. 

GILVESTER ASSARY | DC 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL 4

Police in Ernakulam dis-
trict on Saturday cracked
whip on morning walkers
violating  lockdown norms
in the state.

The Ernakulam police
on Saturday arrested 41
persons who went out for
morning walk in violation
of the restrictions
imposed as part of the
lockdown. The morning
walkers were caught on
the drone camera
deployed by the police.
The arrested were later
granted bail on personal
surety. 

The police swung into
action after it got informa-
tion that a large number of
people were out on the
roads for their routine
morning walk. 

The violation was main-
ly detected in Panampally
Nagar of Kochi city.

The police had earlier
issued warning against
morning walk and jogging
during lockdown as it
could result in spread of
Covid–19 infection.
However, in many places
people paid scant regard
to the warnings and
instructions of the cops.

With the lockdown
norms being violated
almost on a daily basis, the

police decided to take
direct action.

Cases are also being reg-
istered in Kerala under
the Epidemic Diseases
Ordinance 2020.

As per the provisions of
the ordinance, a person
who violates the law is
liable for punishment of
up to two years imprison-
ment or `10,000 penalty or
both. The police can resort
to direct action in the
event of such violations
coming to their notice.

Meanwhile, 11 more
cases of Covid–19 were
reported in Kerala on
Saturday even as the total
number of persons who
contracted the infection in

the state crossed the 300
mark.

Of the 11 cases, six were
reported from Kasargod
and one each from
Kannur, Ernakulam,
Alappuzha, Kollam and
Palakkad respectively. 

Five of the infected per-
sons came from Dubai,
three are those who
returned after attending
Tabligi conference in
Nizamuddin and rest
through  local contact.

So far, 306 persons have
contracted Covid–19 in the
state. Of these the total
number of active cases are
254. Two persons had suc-
cumbed to the infection
recently.

As many as 50 persons
have been successfully
treated and discharged
from hospitals.

As on Saturday 1.71 per-
sons are under surveil-
lance of which 1.70 are
under home quarantine
and 754 in hospitals. Of
the 9,744 samples sent for
tests so far 8,586 samples
have been found negative.

State Police Chief
Loknath Behara said
strict action would be
taken against those
spreading fake news.
Those caught posting fake
news more than twice will
have their pictures pub-
lished in news papers and
aired on TV channels. 

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
BHOPAL, APRIL 4

Role of an elderly woman
in a locality in Indore,
popularly known as samo-
sawali chachi (aunt who
sells samosas), in the
April 1 attack on a med-
ical team was under scan-
ner, a senior police officer
said on Saturday.

Interrogation of the
arrested accused has led
to disclosure that the
woman allegedly instigat-
ed mob fury leading to the
attack on doctors, a sen-
ior police officer told this
newspaper requesting
anonymity.

“Samosawali chachi
raised an alarm when the
medical team reached in
the particular colony to
conduct health screening
of a local youth, leading
to a mob to gather there.
The gathering was mis-
guided by her that provid-
ed the trigger for mob vio-
lence,” the accused were
quoted as saying by the
police officer.

“We are looking for the
woman. Her arrest may
clarify if there was any
conspiracy behind the
incident,” police said.

The police was examin-
ing the video footage of
the incident to identify
“each and every” member
involved in the attack,
including some women.

Meanwhile, nine more
people were arrested in

connection with the inci-
dent on Saturday, taking
the total number of
arrests to 13.

The state government
has slapped National
Security Act against the
four accused arrested in
connection with the inci-
dent on Friday and sent
them to jail in Rewa.

In another development,
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan late on
Friday held a meeting
with leaders of all reli-
gions here seeking their
cooperation in carrying
out medical examination
of the locals. Chouhan
also talked to the doctors
of the team which was
attacked saying that he
was proud of them for
rendering service coura-
geously at this juncture.

Meanwhile, two senior
IAS officers holding key
charges in state health
department on Saturday
tested positive for Covid-
19 seriously affecting
operation of the ‘war
room’ set up by the Chief
Minister. The develop-
ment has forced the state
government to put 14 sen-
ior IAS officers in quar-
antine 

New Delhi, April 4: As
many as 1,023 Covid-19
positive cases found in 17
states have been traced to
the Tablighi Jamaat con-
gregation, the Union
Health Ministry said on
Saturday, underlining
that about 30 per cent of
the total novel coron-
avirus cases in the coun-
try are linked to “one par-
ticular place”.

Joint Secretary in the
ministry Lav Agarwal at
the daily media briefing
said the rate of doubling
of Covid-19 cases in India
is pretty less as compared
to other countries.

He said there has been a
rise of 601 Covid-19 posi-
tive cases since Friday.
The total number of novel
coronavirus cases is 2,902
in the country, he said.

Giving the age profile of
the cases reported so far,
he said 8.61 per cent of
the cases are in the age
group of 0-20 years, 41.88
per cent between 21 and
40 years, 32.82 per cent
between 41 and 60 years
and 16.69 per cent are
above 60 years of age.

He said 1,023 positive
cases of Covid-19 related
to Tablighi Jamaat con-
gregation have been
reported across 17 states
and union territories.

The states and union
territories from where
the cases have been
reported are Tamil Nadu,
Delhi, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Uttar

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Assam,
Karnataka, Uttarakahnd,
Haryana, Maharashtra,
Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Arunachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand, and
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Agarwal said.

“Rigorous contact trac-
ing is on across the 17
states which have report-
ed cases related to
Tablighi Jamaat congre-
gation,” the health min-
istry official said.

He said that “around 30
per cent of the total cases
so far are linked to one
particular place where we
could not sort of under-
stand it and manage it.”

The Tablighi Jaamat
congregation took place
earlier last month in
Delhi’s West Nizamuddin
area, which has turned
into a Covid-19 hotspot.

The government of
India’s response has been
proactive, preemptive and
graded and the rate of
doubling of Covid-19
cases in India is “pretty”
low as compared to other
countries, Agarwal said.

Fifty-eight patients in
the country are currently
in critical condition, he
said. - PTI

Chandigarh, April 4:
His last meeting with
the family was just a few
minutes long - the time it
takes to have a cup of
tea. And this was sipped
outside the front door.

Dr Gurpal Kataria is
posted at Punjab govern-
ment hospital in
Nawanshahr, a coron-
avirus hotspot. The
frontline doctor and his
team are taking care of
the 18 infected patients
admitted at the isolation
ward there.

The doctor has little
time now to visit his
family in Jalandhar, 60
km away. He keeps in
touch over the phone but
the last, brief visit was
two weeks back.

I did not enter the
home as a precautionary
measure, just saw them
and then returned on
duty, he says.

Kataria’s wife is a den-
tist at the Hoshiarpur
civil hospital.

My daughter, who has
given the class 10 exam,
always tells me to take
care. She also feels
proud that her parents
are serving people, he
says.

Nawanshahr has
reported 19 coronavirus
cases so far, the highest
number from any dis-
trict in Punjab where
the count was 53 on
Saturday morning.

A 70-year-old patient
has died in Nawanshahr.
Eighteen others, includ-
ing a two-and-a-half-
year-old child and three
women, are in the isola-
tion ward of the civil
hospital, waiting for the
day their tests results
show negative.

Kataraia says a major
concern is the patients’
morale. They often ask
doctors about the coron-
avirus count, worrying
how many people have
died each day.

For us this is like a
place of worship, where
we get a sense of satis-
faction when we see hap-
piness on the faces of
our patients, says the 54-
year-old doctor.

We counsel our
patients on a regular
basis and tell them there
is no need to be scared
and they will be fine. We
try to keep them in posi-
tive frame of mind and
keep their morale high,
Kataria says. We do not
let them feel that they
are stuck here.

When they go back
from here, they will cer-
tainly remember us, he
says.

He says all arrange-
ments are in place at the
government hospital to
deal with any coron-
avirus eventuality. - PTI

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

With the United States
having become one of
the global hotspots of
the Coronavirus and
thousands of lives lost
there, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday spoke to US
President Donald
Trump and both “agreed
to deploy the full
strength of the India-US
partnership to fight
Covid-19”.  

“Had an extensive tele-
phone conversation with
P r e s i d e n t
@realDonaldTrump. We
had a good discussion,
and agreed to deploy the
full strength of the
India-US partnership to
fight COVID-19,” Modi
tweeted on Saturday
evening.

Besides this, Modi had
separate phone conver-
sations with both
Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez Perez-
Castejon and Brazilian
President Jair Messias
Bolsonaro.

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

A day after a resident doc-
tor and his wife tested
positive for coronavirus
at All-India Institute of
Medical Science (AIIMS)
in the national capital,
the couple was blessed
with healthy baby boy on
Friday evening.

A professor in the
department of obstetrics
and gynaecology, AIIMS,
Dr Neerja Bhatla, who led
the team which carried
out the delivery, said the
baby boy was born
through C-section and is
doing fine so far.

According to doctors,

this is the first baby to be
born to a coronavirus
infected woman in Delhi.

When asked if the
baby’s sample would be
tested for Covid-19, she
said, “We are going to
monitor his condition
and look out for symp-
toms. So far the baby is
doing fine.”

The woman was nine
months pregnant when
she tested positive on
April 2. 

Thereafter she has been
kept in isolation at the
institute, along with her
three-year-old daughter,
and the husband, besides
her brother-in-law - also
infected with the disease.

New Delhi, April 4:
Railways on Saturday said
no final decision has been
taken yet on restoration of
train services and that a
call on it would be taken
in a few days.

The statement comes
amidst railway zones
preparing action plans to
resume services from
April 15 after passenger
trains remained suspend-
ed for 21 days during the
lockdown in the wake of
the coronavirus outbreak.

“Train services will
have to be resumed only
on specific approval of
each train from Railway
Board. Suggestions for
phase-wise planning

should be given to
Railway Board,” an offi-
cial said on Saturday.

This decision was taken
in a video conference
meeting of Railway
Minister Piyush Goyal
with the Chairman,
Railway Board on Friday,
officials said.

Trains, however, will
begin operations only
after receiving a green sig-
nal from the government
which had formed a
Group of Ministers on the
issue.

All 17 zones are prepar-
ing plans to identify
trains and resume their
services taking into
account the availability of

rakes. Sources said the
Railways is likely to also
conduct thermal screen-
ing on all passengers and
follow all protocols as
advised by the govern-
ment.

Senior officials, howev-
er, said no fresh orders
have been issued and
since cancellations were
only upto April 14 “no
fresh orders required for
starting with effect from
April 15.”

Sources said a concrete
action plan will be sent to
the zones later this week.

In an unprecedented
move, the railways had
suspended the services of
13,523 trains for 21 days.

DOCTOR STAYS
AT THE DOOR
DURING RARE
VISIT HOME

MODI: INDIA,
U.S. TO FIGHT
COVID JOINTLY

1/3rd of total cases
linked to Tablighi

Switch off only lights,
not gadgets: Centre
Oppn fears grid may trip; Power ministry allays fears 

Covid +ve woman
delivers baby

Lens on role of
‘samosawali chachi’
for Indore attack

Rlys yet to take call on
resumption of services

Morning walkers spotted by drone, arrested

● ● Chouhan also talked to
the doctors in the medical
team which was attacked
saying that he was proud
of them for rendering
service courageously at
this juncture.

● ● An official said power
demand may fall by 10
GW to 12 GW during the
blackout, which will have
no bearing on stability of
the national power grid.

● ● The country had gone
through a grid failure in
2012 due to technical rea-
sons. 

● ● The Tablighi Jaamat
congregation took place
earlier last month in
Delhi’s West Nizamuddin
area, which has turned
into a Covid-19 hotspot.
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Saad’s dubious hand

The Tablighi Jamaat’s (TJ) reckless and
irresponsible conduct during the coron-

avirus pandemic has surprised many with-
in the Muslim community. Tablighis have
largely been an apolitical and disciplined lot
with a penchant for holding large conclaves
where after-life matters are deliberated and
discussed. However, of late, TJ has been wit-
nessing an intense power struggle between
its chief Maulana Saad Kandhlawi and a
powerful lobby consisting of the ‘shoura’
(executive council). Saad, a great-grandson
of TJ founder Maulana Illyas, reportedly
wanted to be one-up on his in-house rivals
and ignored saner voices from within to
defer the Delhi-Nizamuddin congregation.
Instead, his supporters ensured crowd
mobilisation from southern states like
Tamil Nadu, Telangana and Kerala, with
disastrous consequences. His role in the TJ
headquarters sharing a wall with the
Nizamuddin police station has been as dubi-
ous. The police reportedly were regular ben-
eficiaries of food and other goodies coming
from the TJ office which blurred their
vision to act swiftly and decisively.

Rohan’s the man

After successfully convincing the grand
old party to begin working through

video-conferencing (something that Rahul
Gandhi tried and failed at during his tenure
as Congress president), Rohan Gupta, the
Congress Party’s social media chairperson,
is set to be appointed as the head of a new
coordination centre with a similar mandate
as Prashant Kishor’s in Uttar Pradesh. The
social media, data analytics, research, and
communication departments will be
answerable to Gupta. This rapid rise is
because of his stellar work in managing the
war rooms of the Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Rajasthan elections.
Considered to be close to Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Gupta’s rise signals the hegemonic
presence of the Gujarat lobby in the
Congress. In the recently-held CWC meeting
on April 2, Rohan Gupta was the only non-
CWC member who took part.

Rajasthan next?

The coronavirus scare seems to be hav-
ing little or no impact on the disquiet

in the Rajasthan Congress, where chief
minister Ashok Gehlot is at loggerheads
with his deputy, Sachin Pilot. When Prime
Minister Narendra Modi video-confer-
enced with CMs, many appeared with their
deputies and senior ministers but Pilot

was kept out. While Gehlot is trying to
take full credit of his handling of the coro-
navirus crisis in Bhilwada and other
places, Pilot is never short of pointing out
the shortcomings. The buzz in Jaipur is
that a Madhya Pradesh-like political
drama is contemplated and a regional
party may be floated.

Spotlight on BSP 

There is a sense of anticipation among
Bahujan Samaj Party leaders in Madhya

Pradesh where by-elections to 23 Assembly
seats will be held within a few months. The
BSP is not a major force in the state but in
the Gwalior-Chambal region, where most of
the by-elections are slated to be held, it has
pockets of influence. BSP leaders think both
the ruling BJP and the Opposition Congress
will go out of their way to accommodate or
win the BSP over. It is time for hard bargain-
ing. Is BSP supremo Mayawati keeping tabs?

Filmmaker’s overtures 

Political circles are intrigued by Pankaj
Shankar, an independent filmmaker

who closely identified with the Congress.
Of late, Shankar has been attacking and
abusing Rahul Gandhi with a vengeance,
through social media platforms. He
released a webseries mocking and ridicul-
ing the former AICC chief. The fictional
account titled, Love You Pappu, however,
does not even have a fig-leaf for his politi-
cal slant. The teaser giving a glimpse of the
work culture shows even Mahatma
Gandhi visiting Pappu’s office and not get-
ting an appointment.

Perhaps Shankar is headed for greener
pastures. But following the induction of
Tom Vadakkan, an AICC media depart-
ment functionary, the BJP does not seem
interested in taking in lowly functionaries
whose claim to fame has been “famous for
being famous”. Two media-savvy brothers
from Pune have also been unsuccessful in
selling their loyalty though they adopted
different methods.

The writer is a keen 
observer of the goings-on 

in backrooms of power

S
unday the 22nd of March, 2020, is a date that’ll remain in memory as the
day of the lockdown drill. I never thought we Indians would have a leader
with the gall to go on TV and tell close to a billion-and-a-half people to stay
home all Sunday, and, what’s more, ask them to clap or ring bells for five

minutes at 5 pm to thank our health providers for the care they give us.
But we do have such a leader, and the “janata curfew” of Sunday morphed into

a real lockdown very soon. Rumours flew all Sunday and Monday, but by
Monday evening there was definitive information that the lockdown was in
place in many states, and, if you went out for something not absolutely essential,
you risked arrest. It started in 21 states, but the number was up to 30 by Tuesday
morning. By Tuesday night, the PM confirmed a nation-wide lockdown.

WhatsApp, of course, was flooded with isolation jokes, my favourite being:
“This is the first time in history we’ve been able to save lives by sitting in front
of the TV and not moving. Let’s not screw this up!” And then there were the
desert island jokes: “Imagine you’re on a desert island with whatever supplies
of food your have in your cupboards right now, and think of how you’re going
to survive the next three weeks on that. So who gets to eat whom first?” There
were those predictable ones about alcohol and the virus: “Proud to be alcoholic,
and Corona-proof!” or “Drink more, be safe inside and out!”

There were plenty of others, and soon, in the face of the increasing death toll
from coronavirus, there were reminders that jokes were not in good taste. This
was followed by instructions that social media posts on coronavirus were illegal
unless backed by the government, which provoked more laughter and much
appreciation of Bengali, which enables the use of “corona” for subjects other
than the virus.

The laughter in the lockdown evoked
memories of almost exactly four decades
ago, towards the end of my college educa-
tion. The students’ union at the college
declared a strike — for reasons that I now
forget — that lasted over a month. The col-
lege administration ordered students to
vacate their hostels, but we all stayed back,
and kept the messes running. So there we
were, a thousand-and-a-half unhappy lads
— the ladies numbered only 70 or so —
with nothing much to do. This being in
summer in Rajasthan, the heat kept us
more or less imprisoned in our rooms through most of the day. The frustration
built up, and the situation, in the view of the authorities, was ripe for violence. 

A 400-strong detachment of the state police arrived there one morning, osten-
sibly to prevent this violence. And one morning soon after, the police to lathi-
charged a group of students who were on a relay hunger strike...

The next few days were tense, to say the least. The police imposed Section 144
across the campus, which meant no gatherings of more than four people. The
lathicharge was completely unjustified, and the threat of more police violence
persisted as long as the police presence did, but we made it bearable with admit-
tedly crude and mostly unprintable jokes about the lineage of the policemen,
and their appearance, and so on.

To this day, despite the lathicharge and the grimness of those long-ago sum-
mer days, my enduring memory of the strike is of a police constable telling a
group of five students in a high, almost girlish, voice, to break up the group, and
the open laughter as we followed his instructions...

The other such memory goes even further back, to 1965 and the India-Pakistan
war, when my father, a soldier, was posted at Jabalpur. We used to have black-
out warnings for fear of being bombed by the Pakistanis. As far as I know, no
bombs ever found their way near our houses, but the Pakistanis had the tech-
nically superior aircraft and we had no idea what they were capable of, so we
lived in a nightly blackout. Doors and windows were closed, curtains drawn
tight every nightfall, street lamps were turned off, vehicles had the upper halves
of their headlamps painted black, and so on.

My teenaged older sister had partial responsibility for ensuring that the cur-
tains at home were indeed drawn tight at twilight. In those days, Mom used to
enforce a rigorous evening ritual that I found extremely irksome. At dusk, the
three of us — my sister, my three-years-older brother, and I — stood before a
lamp or a candle and recited a Sanskrit prayer in honour of  Saraswati, goddess
of learning.

I took upon myself the responsibility of checking the curtains. The moment
the last syllable of the prayer was out of my mouth, I’d rush outside the house
and check for stray beams emerging through gaps between the curtains. The
smallest gleam would send me running back into the house, screaming at my
sister, who accepted my screams with an equanimity that she never showed
when I screamed at her for other reasons. Even my mother heard me out with a
straight face. On one memorable occasion, she followed me outside to verify my
complaint, and, finding it true, actually went back in and told my sister — gen-
tly — to fix it.

Only years later did I realise that my anger over those gleams shining between
the blackout curtains was merely entertainment for the rest of the family. There
was no TV in those days, and few books. The mainstay of leisure was the radio.
By those standards, I suppose, an angry five-year-old was entertainment. And
now, looking back from 2020, I can only be glad that we didn’t have WhatsApp
in those days!

Laughter kept my parents sane during the blackout, and us students sane dur-
ing the strike. Let’s not forget that the laughter around those WhatsApp for-
wards is doing the same for us today.

Shashi Warrier has written fairy tales, thrillers, a semi-fictional biography,
satires, and a love story. Besides writing, he teaches strategic communication at a

business school.

A
mong the out-
pouring of
reports on
local level
events into

my WhatsApp group
from the low-income
areas in which I have
been working in Delhi,
two photographs stand
out. One is a miles-long
queue at the Anand
Vihar bus terminus at
the border of New Delhi;
another is the copy of an
appeal to the assistant
district magistrate
(ADM) from residents of
Gali No. 3, Prem Vihar,
asking the ADM to rush
food supplies to the area,
especially for pregnant
women. How does a lock-
down strongly propagat-
ed by public health
experts in the interests
of containing the spread
of Covid-19 play out on
the ground? 

First, consider the exo-
dus out of Delhi. Most
people working in facto-
ries, construction indus-
try, or providing daily
wage labor are migrant
labour — a large number
from the neighboring
state of Uttar Pradesh.
So once factories closed
and demand for causal
labour vanished because
of the lockdown, the first
instinct of these
migrants was to go back
to their respective vil-
lages. Media reports of
men, with children atop
their shoulders and
women in tow, starting a
trek for hundreds of
miles to reach home led
the chief minister of UP
to announce that a large
number of buses would
be made available to pro-
vide free transport to
migrants returning
home. The crowds that
gathered at Anand
Vihar, estimated to be
15,000 at one point of

time and going up to
1,00,000 by 10 pm were
clearly at risk to them-
selves and others. As
one resident from a
nearby area posted,
“Even if one person has
the coronavirus, is it not
going to spread all
over?” The choice for
these people was that
they could either stay
and face hunger and
starvation, or get back to
what might have
appeared safer places in
villages. How is it that
this question was not
one that public health
experts or politicians
asked? 

I was getting updates
by the hour — “today we
heard that the govern-
ment is supplying free
rations of one kilo of
rice, one kilo of wheat”;
“today a local
Gurudwara (Sikh tem-
ple) has set up a langar
(public feeding) in our
area”; “the local NGO
Matrbhumi is collecting
petitions and is also
reaching emergency
rations.” I had seen a
similar upsurge of altru-
istic giving during dif-
ferent kinds of crises —
people have no other
model except that of
charity to meet immedi-
ate needs for food and
medicine. A dizzying cir-
culation of rumors
ensued. People rushing
here and there to pro-
cure some rice, some
flour, some potatoes,
and often coming back
home with small bits.
The enterprising ones
were sharing what they
got with their neigh-
bours, but these were
not enough. TV stations
were suddenly abuzz
with the risks”
migrants” posed to the
city as if it were a darkly
hidden secret that Delhi

depends upon migrant
labour to (wo)man its
garments industry, its
factories, its need for
maids to sweep and
swab, its cooks, its deliv-
ery boys. 

There were other pic-
tures and videos people
had sent. Those of police
with their lathis (sticks)
beating up those they
cornered in the streets.
Perhaps the most fright-
ening video I saw was of
a young man standing
on the terrace of his
house with some other
young men chatting as
the policeman on patrol
commanded them to dis-
perse — the man did a
long jump to the next
terrace and then to the
next to escape — every
time he risked a fall on
the hard street, a head
injury, or a concussion.
No wonder I was left
aghast at the expert
opinions in support of
the lockdown.

Consider an opinion
piece in New York Times
from an “expert” who
said — “Our estimates
and those from the
Indian Council for
Medical Research indi-
cate that a national lock-
down, if adhered to well,
could reduce the num-
ber of infections at the
peak of the pandemic —
expected by early May —
by 70 per cent to 80 per
cent, depending on the
degree of compliance
with physical distanc-
ing.” (The New York
Times Opinion, by
Ramanan Laxmi-
narayan, March 27, my
emphasis.) “Depending
on the degree of compli-
ance?” Do you have no

clue, sir, that keeping
physical distancing
might be a matter of
compliance for those in
their comfortable apart-
ments with enough food
to go around but that the
poor cannot live like this
— years and years of
neglect of urban slums,
indifference to improve-
ment of health infra-
structure and a govern-
ment focused entirely on
Hindu nationalism and
on creating social vio-
lence to intensify their
own support have not
left any place for the
poor to find the means to
keep social distance.

To those who say, what
were the options the gov-
ernment had? I suggest
that there were options.
That using the time it
had to slow the pandem-
ic by doing cluster test-
ing, concentrating on
building up supply
chains for medical
equipment, using the
excess capacities of the
PHCs and the existing
providers in rural and
urban markets to do
massive testing, isolat-
ing and treating those
who tested positive and
quarantining their con-
tacts by giving govern-
mental support, should
have been prioritised.
No one can be sure that
they have the right
answers but one needed
a vast amount of inepti-
tude to create the condi-
tions in which we land-
ed. To those within the
government who still
have a modicum of care
— please redirect the
massive structure of
surveillance you have
built to the tasks of pro-
viding services to the
poor right now — 
do not leave it to the
local philanthropists to
do what they cannot pos-
sibly do. 

The writer is 
Krieger-Eisenhower pro-

fessor of 
anthropology at the

Johns Hopkins
University and a 

corresponding fellow of
the British Academy

Using the time it
had to slow the

pandemic by doing
cluster testing and
building up supply
chains for medical

equipment were
among the options

the government
did have at its 

disposal

Laughter kept my 
parents sane during the

blackout, and us 
students sane during

the strike. Let’s not 
forget that the laughter
around those WhatsApp

forwards is doing the
same for us today.

Subhani

Shashi Warrier

Off the beaten track
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Poor show by Tablighi Jamaat takes Muslims by surprise

A war on poor that
charity can’t win

5 APRIL 2020

Veena Das

No More Mansplaining

Blackout humour and
levity amid lockdown

By WAQYANAWIS

LETTERS
COVID PANDEMIC
All those affected by coro-
navirus and all those sus-
pected who are not volun-
tarily coming out to get a
medical check after the
Delhi Nizamuddin meeting
must be identified and
strict checks be imple-
mented at pharmacies
when buying paracetamol
tablets or medicines for
fever. We can catch them
and try to identify those
possibly infected.
Somehow I feel they may
not go to doctors or dis-
pensary but go to phar-
macy for medicines.

S. Shoban
Hyderabad

I am concerned about asympto-
matic Covid-19 suspects. They are
more dangerous than the positive
cases. With no symptoms of Covid-
19 for 14 to 25 days, they unknow-
ingly transmit this virus. If tested
they will be found “positive” but
they will never have symptoms. It's
a time bomb ticking. If we are not
cautious now then humanity will
pay a huge penalty in the near
future.

C. Satya Sai Ganesh
Hyderabad

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
call to light lamps is meant to boost
morale during the quarantine peri-
od. However, many are spreading
rumours on social media. People
should understand the importance
of solidarity by lighting diyas or
lamps and avoid unnecessary dis-
cussions.

Nithya Sarvepalli
Hyderabad

Media and other outlets need to be
appreciated for promptly propagat-
ing preventive measures to avoid
coronavirus. One can also gargle
and drink hot or warm water regu-
larly. Even without the pandemic
regular drinking of water is a
healthy habit. Thanks to corona,
good habits will die hard.

T. Ridhi Sreelekha
Secunderabad

BOMBAY, APRIL 4
Father Vincent Ferrer, the

Spanish priest who returned to
India towards the end of 1968
after leaving Maharashtra under
Governmental orders, has
renounced priesthood. 

Father John Mecia, Jesuit
Provincial in Bombay, who met
Father Ferrer in Anantapur dis-
trict in Andhra Pradesh recent-
ly, told PTI today that Fr. Ferrer
submitted a formal request early
last month to be released from

his priestly
obligations. 

He ceased
to be a
member of

the Jesuit order on March 30,
Father Mecia said. 

Reports say that he is leaving
India for personal reasons. 

He is expected to return to
Europe within a week. 

Father Ferrer shot into promi-
nence by his work in the famine
track of Manmad near Nasik
where he worked among farmers
for several years. 

50 YEARS AGO IN

Fr. Ferrer renounces
priesthood

Email your letters to info@deccan-
mail.com, editor@deccanmail.com.
You can also send them to Editor,

Deccan Chronicle, 36, Sarojini Devi
Road, Secunderabad-500 003.
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This year’s Montreal fest rescheduled due to virus pandemicPUT | OFF

Montreal, April 4: This
year’s Montreal Jazz
Festival, the world's
largest, and other popular
summer jamborees in
Canada’s francophone
metropolis were cancelled
Friday due to the Covid-19
pandemic, organizers
announced.

It had been scheduled to
start on June 25. “This
decision, which was made
with our private partners
and the government, was
not an easy one, but it had
become necessary in order
to protect the public, the
artists and our employ-
ees,” the Jazz Festival’s
general manager Jacques

Primeau said in a state-
ment. 

The Francos de Montreal

music festival, which is
put on by the same group
and was scheduled for
June 12, was also can-
celled, he said. 

The pair of summer fes-
tivals attract hundreds of
thousands of visitors each
year to Canada’s second-
largest city. Organizers of
the hugely popular Just
for Laughs Festival, usual-
ly held in late July, also
announced Friday that
they were postponing the
comedic performances
until the fall. 

And a cycling event, the
Tour de l’ile, scheduled for
June 7, was cancelled. 

—AFP

World’s largest jazz festival cancelled 

IN BRIEF

Italy seeks help
from new robots

Varese: The shiny new
robots gently check the

pulses of highly infectious
patients on life support in

the Italian epicentre of
Covid-19. The doctors and
nurses love them because

they also help save their own
lives. Italians have seen the

world around them turn
unrecognisable from the var-

ious lockdowns and social
distancing measures used to

fight the new coronavirus
outbreak. But little appears

to have pained them as
much as seeing dozens of

doctors and nurses die while
trying to save the tens of

thousands of patients who
have suddenly ended up in

hospitals across Italy’s pan-
demic-hit north. 

Shoe designer Rossi
dies due to virus
Los Angeles: Celebrated

Italian shoe designer Sergio
Rossi has died at the age of
84 from complications over

novel coronavirus. The shoe-
maker died on Thursday in

Italy’s Cesena, a city in
Emilia-Romagna, one of the

regions hardest hit by the
coronavirus pandemic.

Riccardo Sciutto, CEO of the
Sergio Rossi Group, shared
the news of the designer's

demise on Instagram. “Today
everyone at Sergio Rossi

joins me in remembering our
dear Sergio, the inspiring

founder of our dream. Sergio
Rossi was a master, and it is

my great honour to have
met him and gotten to pres-

ent him the archive earlier
this year.” 

Priests suspended
over abuse claim

Bogota: The Catholic Church
in Colombia has suspended
15 priests accused of sexual

abuse, the archdiocese of
the city of Villavicencio said

on Friday. The suspension
was “a precautionary meas-

ure ... because there is an
ongoing investigation,”

priest Carlos Villabon said.
On February 14 a man,

whose name has been with-
held, accused the priests of

“actions against sexual
morality,” according to the

statement by the
Villavicencio archdiocese.

The archdiocese said it had
informed the public prosecu-

tor and had made itself
“available to collaborate

with investigators.”

63 terrorists killed
in Niger clash

Niamey: Four Nigerien sol-
diers and 63 ‘terrorists’ were

killed in fighting between the
army and “heavily armed”

men in western Niger, a gov-
ernment statement said on

Friday. “After a fierce fight”
on Thursday in the Tillaberi
region near the border with

Mali, the soldiers who had
been on an anti-terrorist

operation put the attackers
"on the run” and recovered
dozens of motorcycles and

weapons, the Nigerien
Defence Ministry said in a

statement read on public tel-
evision. The Tillaberi region
is in close to the borders of
both Mali and Burkina Faso.

United Nations, April 4: UN
General Assembly meetings
scheduled for the months of
April and May have been post-
poned in the wake of the “rap-
idly evolving” coronavirus pan-
demic, but there are no plans as
yet to change the dates of the
high-level annual UNGA ses-
sion in September. Since Covid-
19 emerged late last year in the
Chinese city of Wuhan, around
1.1 million people have fallen ill
across the globe. Almost 60,000
people have died worldwide. 

The President of the 74th ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly (PGA), Tijjani
Muhammad-Bande, has decid-
ed to postpone the UNGA meet-
ings scheduled for April and
May “in light of the updated
guidance severely limiting in-
person meetings, as a result of
the rapidly evolving Covid-19
pandemic,” the PGA’s office
said on Friday. Muhammad-
Bande has decided to postpone
the plenary meeting for the
75th anniversary of the end of
the World War-II, scheduled for
May 6; the high-level thematic
debate, scheduled for May 11, to
take stock of the progress on
the impact of rapid technologi-
cal change on the achievement
of the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals; and the infor-
mal interactive dialogue on
commodity markets, scheduled
for May 22. 

UN ASSEMBLY
MEETINGS

POSTPONED

IT HAD Been
scheduled to start

on June 25. This
decision, which was
made with our private
partners and the
government, was not an
easy one, but it had
become necessary in
order to protect the
public, the artists and
our employees

JACQUES PRIMEAU , 
Jazz Festival’s 

general manager

Tuareg Tinariwen ban performs on the stage of the
Nice’s Jazz Festival in Nice, southern France. — AFP

People and policemen bow their heads during a national moment of mourning for victims of coronavirus in Wuhan in central Chinas Hubei
Province,  on Saturday — AP

NY records 562 deaths in single day

Trump says wear
masks but he
won’t wear one

PRINCE CHARLES’
OFFICE REFUTES
INDIAN MINISTER

Prince Charles

WHO, IMF say saving lives is must UKRAINE CASE:
TRUMP FIRES
INTEL OFFICIAL 

SPAIN SAYS VIRUS DEATHS
DOWN FOR SECOND DAY AT 809

US terms Russian medical
aid as trade deal shipment 
Washington, April 4: An
odd new front in the U.S.-
Russian rivalry has
emerged as a Russian mil-
itary cargo plane bearing
a load of urgently needed
medical supplies landed
this week at New York’s
JFK airport.

Russia cast it as a mag-
nanimous aid contribu-
tion to a struggling coun-
try in need — its old Cold
War rival. 

The State Department
insisted that Wednesday’s
shipment was a mere com-
mercial transaction: that
the US had paid Russia for
the supplies it needed and

they were certainly not a
gift. 

Yet President Donald
Trump on Thursday refe-
rred to the shipment as
“aid,” and said the United
States had accepted “a
very nice offer” from Ru-
ssian President Vladimir
Putin. 

Hours later, the State
Department clarified its
initial statement, saying
the supplies were pur-
chased — but at a dis-
count. But even then there
was a twist: The discount
came because the supplies
had been channeled
through the Russian

Direct Investment Fund —
a government sovereign
wealth fund that has been
subject to US sanctions for
Ukraine-related activities
since 2015.

Amid the contradictory
claims and vague explana-
tions, the details of the
shipment — its exact con-
tents and cost — were not
immediately clear,
although a case could be
made that both sides’ ver-
sions have an element of
truth. Russia’s Foreign
Ministry says the sup-
plies, which were turned
over to the US.

— AP

Madrid, April 4: Spain
recorded a second succes-
sive daily drop in coron-
avirus-related deaths with
809 fatalities, official fig-
ures showed Saturday.

The total number of
deaths in Spain now
stands at 11,744, second
only to Italy. A record 950
people died on Thursday.
The number of new cases
also slowed at 7,026, tak-
ing the total to 124,736.
Recoveries over the last 24
hours stood at 3,706, tak-
ing that total to 34,219.

The Madrid region was
the worst affected
accounting for 40 percent
of the deaths, 4,723, and 29
percent of the cases at

36,249. The northeastern
region of Catalonia was
in second place with 2,508
deaths. PM Pedro Sanchez
is due to decide whether
to prolong the emergency
measures and confine-
ment declared on March
14 for another two weeks
in order to get on top of
the outbreak. — AFP

Washington, April 4:
President Donald Trump
has fired Michael Atki-
nson, the inspector gen-
eral for the intelligence
community who handled
the whistleblower com-
plaint that triggered Tru-
mp’s impeachment. Tru-
mp informed the Senate
intelligence committee
Friday of his decision to
fire Atkinson, according
to a letter obtained .

Trump said in the letter
that it is “vital” that he
has confidence in the
appointees serving as
inspectors general, and
“that is no longer the
case with regard to this
inspector general.” Atki-
nson was the first to
inform Congress about
an anonymous whistle-
blower complaint last
year that described Tru-
mp’s pressure on Ukr-
aine to investigate Dem-
ocrat Joe Biden and his
son. — AP

SWISS FIRM
OFFERS LUXURY
ISOLATION STAYS 
Geneva, April 4: The
hotel and tourism indus-
tries have been all but
flattened by the coron-
avirus pandemic, but one
Swiss firm has found a
way to stay afloat offer-
ing a luxury Covid-19 iso-
lation service.

Le Bijou, a high-end
operator of serviced
apartments, is offering
people isolation in style,
with the possibility of
add-ons like a personal
grocery shopper, visits
from a doctor and an in-
room test for the virus.
“This just made a lot of
sense,” Alexander Hub-
ner, Le Boijou’s co-
founder and chief execu-
tive of Le Bijou, said.

With 42 apartments, he
began noticing a drop in
bookings in late Febr-
uary, as Switzerland reg-
istered its first virus ca-
ses and the situation in
neighbouring Italy spi-
ralled out of control.

— AFP

Geneva, April 4: The
WHO and IMF chiefs
insisted Friday that sav-
ing lives was a “prerequi-
site” to saving livelihoods
in the coronavirus pan-
demic — a crisis they
called “one of humanity’s
darkest hours”.

World Health
Organization director-
general Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus and
International Monetary

Fund managing director
Kristalina Georgieva said
getting the Covid-19 virus
under control first was
necessary to revive eco-
nomic activity — though
they admitted it was diffi-
cult to strike the right bal-
ance. 

The world economy has
been pummelled by the
virus and the associated
lockdowns, with more
than half the population

of the planet under some
kind of stay-at-home order
to stem the spread of the
pandemic. 

Covid-19 has killed more
than 50,000 people, while
more than a million have
tested positive for the
virus. “As the world
responds to Covid-19,
country after country is
faced with the need to con-
tain the spread of the
virus at the cost of bring-

ing its society and econo-
my to a standstill,” Tedros
and Georgieva wrote in a
joint article in the British
newspaper The Daily
Telegraph. 

“At face value there is a
trade-off to make: either
save lives or save liveli-
hoods. This is a false di-
lemma — getting the virus
under control is, if any-
thing, a prerequisite to sa-
ving livelihoods.” — AFP

London, April 4: Prince
Charles, who came out of
self-isolation to remotely
inaugurate the UK’s first
makeshift National
Health Service field hos-
pital here on Friday,
recovered from his
Covid-19 symptoms by
following NHS advice,
his office said on
Saturday. 

Clarence House refuted
reports from India which
claimed that the Prince
of Wales’ recovery after
testing positive for coro-
navirus last week had a
link to Ayurvedic and
homeopathy cure from a
resort in south India. 

Union Minister of State
for Ayush Shripad Naik
claimed earlier this week
that Dr Isaac Mathai,
who runs the Soukya Ay-
urveda Resort in Ben-
galuru, told him that his
treatment of “Prince Ch-
arles through Ayurveda
and homeopathy has
been successful” “This
information is incorrect.
The Prince of Wales fol-
lowed the medical advice
of the NHS in the UK and
nothing more,” a
Clarence House spoke-
sperson said. — PTI

Washington, April 4: All
Americans should cover
their faces with scarves or
homemade cloth masks
when they leave their
homes as part of the des-
perate efforts to curb the
massive spread of the
coronavirus pandemic in
the country, President
Donald Trump has sug-
gested. 

Citing the latest recom-
mendations from the US
Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC), Trump, who has
decided not to wear a
mask, urged people to
wear face coverings like
scarves or homemade
cloth masks, and to keep
medical-grade masks ava-
ilable for the health work-
ers who are struggling to
contain the growing num-
ber of Covid-19 cases. 

The guidelines issued by
the CDC, the governme-
nt’s public health adviso-
ry agency, came as the US
reported more than 1,100
deaths in a single day - the
highest total for a 24-hour
period anywhere in the
world. 

Senior officials at the
CDC told the White House
this week that stronger
guidelines were necessary
to prevent the virus from
spreading between
asymptomatic people, US
media reported. 

“From recent studies we
know that the transmis-
sion from individuals
without symptoms is play-
ing a more significant role
in the spread of the virus
than previously under-
stood,” Trump said. 

“The CDC is advising
the use of non-medical
cloth face covering as an
additional voluntary pub-
lic health measure,”
Trump told reporters dur-
ing a press briefing at the

White House on Friday. 
“The CDC is not recom-

mending the use of med-
ical-grade or surgical-
grade masks.  Those
needs to be used for med-
ical people working to
save lives of Americans.
Medical protective gear
must be reserved for the
front-line healthcare wor-
kers who are performing
those vital services,” he
said. 

However, Trump said he
will not follow that guid-
ance. “I just don’t want to
wear one myself, it’s a rec-
ommendation,” he said.

— AFP

City alone has 52,289 coronavirus patients, state’s toll has nearly increased in last three days, says report
New York, April 4: The
New York State reported
its highest number of 562
Covid-19 deaths in a single
day, with a person dying
almost every two-and-a-
half minutes, as Governor
Andrew Cuomo allowed
redistribution of ventila-
tors and protective gear to
hospitals with greater
need.
Coronavirus cases in the

state, the epicenter of the
pandemic in the US,
crossed 100,000 and it
recorded the highest
increase in the number of
deaths from the virus in a

single day between April 2
and 3, Cuomo said. The
death toll in the state now
stands at 2,935, an increase
of 562 deaths in just one
day, Cuomo said. 

“The curve continues to
go up,” Cuomo said while
addressing reporters on
Friday. The number of
confirmed coronavirus
cases in the state now
stand at 102,863, nearly
half of all Covid-19 infec-
tions in the US, where the
tally has reached 277,953.

New York City alone has
56,289 coronavirus
patients. Cuomo also gave

a grim assessment of the
rising number of casual-
ties, saying the state wit-
nessed the “highest single
increase in the number of
deaths since we started.”
More than 7,000 people
have died in the US, and
1,867 in the New York City
alone, according to Johns
Hopkins University
Coronavirus Resource
Centre. 

“More people in New
York died from the virus in
the last 24 hours than in
the first 27 days of March.
The state’s death toll has
nearly doubled in the last

three days,” The New York
Times said. 

The Governor also
expressed anger over the
short supply of essential
medical equipment for
healthcare professionals
to help them deal with the
surge in the cases across

the state and the country.
He said personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) such
as masks, gowns and face
shields are in short supply
in New York as they are
across the country and
there is need for compa-
nies to make these materi-

als. “It is unbelievable to
me that in New York State,
in the United States of
America, we can’t make
these materials and that
we are all shopping China
to try to get these materi-
als and we’re all compet-
ing against each other,” he
said. 

Holding up an N-95 mask
and a medical gown,
Cuomo said these “are not
complex materials and we
will work with New York
manufacturers, will
finance the transition nec-
essary to make these mate-
rials. “I mean we talk

about them as if they're
very complicated,” he
said, adding that “it can't
be that we can’t make
these. 

It can’t be that compa-
nies in this country and in
this state can't transition
to make those supplies
quickly." Cuomo asserted
that he is not going to get
into a situation where the
state is running out of
ventilators and people are
dying because there are no
ventilators but there are
hospitals in other parts of
the state that have them
but are not using. — AFP

China mourns

● ● BRITAIN ON Saturday
reported 708 more
deaths from Covid-19 —
the fourth successive
daily high — as the num-
ber of confirmed cases
rose to nearly 42,000.

● ● THE CORONAVIRUS
pandemic has killed over
60,000 people world-
wide, nearly three quar-
ters of them in Europe,
since it emerged in
China in December.

● ● PAKISTAN’S CORON-
AVIRUS cases rose to
2,708 on Saturday with
the number of patients in
the Punjab province,
which accounts for more
than half of the country’s
total population, crossing
the 1,000-mark.

CHINA MOURNS
CORONAVIRUS
VICTIMS
Beijing, April 4: China
paid homage Saturday to
victims of the coronav-
irus in the place where
the global pandemic beg-
an, as Americans were
warned to wear masks
amid fears the disease
can be spread by breath-
ing.

The advice came as
America logged another
huge rise in its death toll
— almost 1,500 in one day
— and as new infections
continued unabated. Si-
nce Covid-19 emerged late
last year, around 1.1 mil-
lion people have fallen ill.

Almost 60,000 people
have died. China, which
appears to be over the
worst of its outbreak, on
Saturday held a national
day of mourning for its
dead — well over 3,000
people have died since the
virus emerged there late
last year. — AFP
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Women’s Cup off
Fifa postpones U-17 Indian edition indefinitely
New Delhi, April 4: The
FIFA Under-17 Women’s
World Cup to be held in
India in November was on
Saturday postponed by
football’s governing body
due to the worsening
Covid-19 pandemic across
the globe.

The women’s age group
showpiece was to be held
at five venues in the coun-
try — Kolkata, Guwahati,
Bhubaneswar, Ahmed-
abad and Navi Mumbai —
from November 2-21.

The tournament was to
be competed among 16
teams, with hosts India
being automatic quali-
fiers.

It was to be India’s maid-
en appearance in the U-17
Women’s World Cup.

The decision was taken
by the FIFA-
Confederations working
group which was recently
established by the Bureau
of the FIFA Council to
address the consequences
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The working group rec-
ommended the Bureau of
FIFA Council to “postpone
the FIFA Under-20
Women’s World Cup
Panama/ Costa Rica 2020
— originally scheduled for
August/September 2020 —
and the FIFA Under-17
Women’s World Cup India
2020 — originally sched-
uled for November 2020.”

“New dates will be iden-
tified,” FIFA said in a
statement.

It was also decided “to
create a sub-working
group on the women’s
international match cal-
endar to consider poten-
tial changes to the calen-
dar and dates of post-
poned FIFA final tourna-
ments”.

The All India Football
Federation said the post-
ponement was on expect-
ed lines.

“Just like other sports
events which were post-
poned due to this dreaded
disease, it (postponement

of U-17 World Cup) was to
happen. We have to accept
the decision,” AIFF
General Secretary Kushal
Das confirmed.

“The qualifying events
in Europe and Africa and
other confederations are
yet to be held and so the
decision was on expected
lines,” Das added.

He said the tournament
will most likely be held
next year.

The working group of

the world body which took
the decision includes the
FIFA administration and
Secretary Generals and
top executives from all
confederations.

It unanimously
approved a series of rec-
ommendations following
its first meeting, which
was organised via confer-
ence late on Friday.

While the tournament
itself is five months away
but only the qualifying

event for Asia has been
held so far from which
from which Japan and
North Korea have made
the cut.

Five remaining qualify-
ing events — that of
Africa, Europe, Oceania,
South America, and
Central, North America
and Caribbean — have not
been held due to the global
health crisis which has
affected more than a mil-
lion people.

Over 50,000 deaths have
been caused by the deadly
outbreak so far.

The official schedule of
the tournament was
announced in February
and Navi Mumbai was to
host the final.

The Local Organising
Committee (LOC) said it
supported the decision
though it was looking for-
ward to host the tourna-
ment in November as
scheduled. — PTI

Tarun takes aim at Tokyo via Tube

Asian Games mascots released
Hangzhou (China),
April 4: Representing the
UNESCO World Heritage
sites of Hangzhou in east-
ern China, were unveiled
as the official mascots of
the 2022 Asian Games
here on Friday.

The Mascots —
Congcong, Lianlian and
Chenchen — which
reflect the internet
prowess of Hangzhou city
and Zhejiang province,
were unveiled at a digital
ceremony in the wake of
the pandemic that has
brought the whole world
to a stand still.

The Olympic Council of
Asia’s 19th Asian Games

will be held in Hangzhou
from September 10 to 25,
2022. It will be the third
Asian Games to be hosted
by China following
Beijing 1990 and
Guangzhou 2010, with the
participation of 45 NOCs
of Asia in 42 sports.

The robot ‘Congcong’
represents the
Archaeological Ruins of
Liangzhu City. It derives

its name from the Cong
jade pendant the quintes-
sential relic unearthed
from the ruins dating
back 5,000 years. It takes
yellow, the colour of
earth and bumper har-
vest, as the main tone.

'Lianlian’ represents the
West Lake and the name
signifies a lake full of
lush lotus leaves. Green
stands for life and nature.

The third mascot is
‘Chenchen’, which repre-
sents the Beijing-
Hangzhou Grand Canal.
It takes its name from the
Gongchen Bridge - a land-
mark structure in the
Hangzhou section of the
Grand Canal. Blue repre-
sents science and technol-
ogy.

The organising commit-
tee received 4,633 submis-
sions for the mascot
designs and the robot
characters were the cre-
ations of Zhang Wen and
Yang Hongyi, lecturers
from the China Academy
of Art.

— PTI

Kolkata, April 4: Amid
the nationwide lock-
down, veteran Indian
archer Tarundeep Rai is
busy building shoulder
muscles at the Army
Sports Institute in Pune,
which he believes will
keep him in shape for
Tokyo Olympics now
postponed to next year
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The postponement of
the Tokyo Games was a
bitter pill to swallow for
the two-time World
Championship silver
medallist as he will get
one year older when he
takes the field for his
third Olympics.

“For me, the postpone-

ment of Olympics means
I will get older by one
year, so it will be a new
challenge,” the 36-year-
old said from Pune on
Saturday.

He has been forced to
change his training due
to the worsening Covid-
19 pandemic and the 21-
day nationwide lock-
down. His daily routine
now is to search
YouTube for videos on
“how to build shoulder
muscles” and train at
the gym for long hours.

“It's a big risk to go to
the trainers, so YouTube
is the constant company
now. I follow some chan-
nels and pick some
videos,” Rai, who com-

peted in 2004 Athens
Olympics and 2012
London Games, said.

“Now I'm not shooting
that much. It's more of
dry shooting practice so
that the body is tuned to
bow and arrows,” the
2010 Asian Games indi-
vidual silver medallist
said.

Rai, along with India
number one Atanu Das
and his Army colleague
Pravin Jadhav, had
clinched quota place for
the men's team while
winning a silver at the
World Championships at
Den Bosch in the
Netherlands last year.

The trio was placed in
the top-three in the trials
to pick the Indian squad
for Tokyo Games when
the Covid-19 pandemic
brought to a halt to all
the sporting activities.

“No doubt I've a bit
ahead in terms of expe-
rience, but the real chal-
lenge will be to stay fit
and compete with the
rising young talents. In

this one year, many 20 to
22-year-olds will come up
and compete for a place
in the team. I think by
building shoulder mus-
cles, I will be able to
withstand the challenges
ahead,” he said.

Rai hopes the current
situation will normalise
in about three months
and when the season
resumes, he will again
pick up his bow and
arrows. “I estimate an
off-season of minimum
six months due to the
extraordinary circum-
stances. So, I will work
hard at the gym for three
months and then recov-
ery will follow,” the
archer added. — PTI

The Indian Under-17 women’s team attend a training session in this file photo.

The robot triplets — Chenchen (from left), Congcong and Lianlian — representing the three UNESCO World
Heritage Sites of Hangzhou were released as the offical mascots of the 2022 Asian Games.

A group of young tennis trainees maintain distance as they go
about their fitness drills on the terrace of the Academia Sports
Village residential building at Jubilee Hills in Hyderabad.

BOXER KHAN
EYES PACQUIAO
SWANSONG
London, April 4: Former
world champion Amir
Khan said on Friday that
he is eager to end his box-
ing career with a lucra-
tive bout against ring
great Manny Pacquiao or
in an all-British contest
with Kell Brook.

The 33-year-old Khan,
who won his last bout
with a fourth-round victo-
ry over Billy Dib in Saudi
Arabia in July, had
reportedly been consider-
ing retirement, but he is
determined to go out with
a flourish against high-
class opposition.

“I have a couple of fights
left in me — one or two at
least,” said Khan, speak-
ing to promoter Eddie
Hearn via Instagram on
Friday.

“The biggest fights moti-
vate me. When you’ve
made so much money and
won world titles, what’s
going to motivate you? A
Manny Pacquiao fight is
huge, wherever it was,
then you have Kell Brook,
another massive fight in
the UK,” he added.

Khan won an Olympic
silver medal at the age of
just 17 and as a profes-
sional took two light-wel-
terweight titles.

— AP

SHORT

CChheennnnaaii::  Former world champi-
on Viswanathan Anand and five
other leading Indian players will

compete in an online chess
exhibition on April 11 to raise

funds for country’s fight against
Covid-19.

The Indians will take on play-
ers from across the world on

the portal chess.com.
Apart from Anand, India No.2

Vidit S. Gujrathi, P. Harikrishna,
Baskaran Adhiban (all

Grandmasters) and the coun-
try’s top two women players-
Koneru Humpy and Dronavalli

Harika will compete on 20-
board event.

The event will be streamed
live on chess.com/tv, where all
donations made will be sent to

the PM’s CARES Fund.
Anand, who is stuck in

Germany owing to the travel
restrictions due to the coron-

avirus pandemic, tweeted:
“Please support the Indian

Chess Community's support
towards Covid-19 relief.” — PTI 

ANAND, HUMPY
TO PLAY ONLINE
TO RAISE FUNDS

TAKES

Xavi donates 1m
euros to hospital

Tom picks Rohit,
Warner to open

Sportsmen join
Covid-19 battle 

MMaaddrriidd:: Former Barcelona and
Spain footballer Xavi

Hernandez and his wife have
donated one million euros

($1.08 million) to the city's
Hospital Clinic to help the fight

against the coronavirus pan-
demic. “Xavi Hernandez and
Nuria Cunillera have made a

donation of one million euros
to the clinic to face up to

Covid-19. Thanks a lot for your
help and support... All together,
we will get there,” the hospital

tweeted on Saturday.
“Nuria and I, we support the

Hospital Clinic of Barcelona’s
fight against the coronavirus.
Thanks to the donations they

are receiving, the hospital has
acquired equipment for

patients and healthcare profes-
sionals,” Xavi said in a video

posted on his Twitter account.
The former World Cup winner
and two-time European cham-
pion with Spain is currently in

charge of Al-Sadd in Qatar and
turned down an approach from
Barcelona in January this year
after the club sacked Ernesto

Valverde. — AFP

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Former allrounder
Tom Moody on Saturday picked
India’s Rohit Sharma and fellow
Australian David Warner as best

opening batsmen in T20 
cricket.

Moody is also a well-known
coach and commentator. In a
question and answer session,

the 54-year-old also picked
Chennai Super Kings as his

favourite IPL team and M. S.
Dhoni favourite captain.

“Tough call, but I would be
more than happy with @david-

warner31 and @ImRo45
(Rohit),” Moody wrote on his

Twitter page when asked about
the best opening batsmen in

T20s.
There is abundance of cricket-
ing talent in India but amongst

the emerging ones, Moody feels
Shubman Gill “stands out”. 

Moody, who has coached mul-
tiple IPL teams, believes New

Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson is blessed with the

best cricketing brain. — PTI 

LLoonnddoonn:: Renowned cricketers
Wasim Akram and Darren

Gough have joined other sport-
ing greats such as Jack

Nicklaus and Michael Phepls in
auctioning their items of mem-

orabilia and help raise funds for
the fight against the Covid-19

pandemic.
Legendary Pakistani fast

bowler Akram and England’s
former star pacer Gough are
among the latest cricketing
personalities attempting to

combat the challenges posed
by the unprecedented global

health crisis. According to ath-
letesrelief.org, Gough and

Akram have promised items of
memorabilia to be auctioned on

behalf of the Centre for
Disaster Philanthropy. 

Akram has also pledged a
signed bat and ball while

Gough, England's second-high-
est wicket-taker in ODI cricket,

has pledged a signed ball.
— PTI

HI donates `1cr
for the big fight
New Delhi, April 4:
Hockey India on Saturday
donated an additional `75
lakhs towards the PM-
CARES Fund to take its
total contribution to `1
crore to tackle worsening
Covid-19 pandemic in the
country.

Hockey India had earlier
donated `25 lakh towards
the cause on April 1.

The decision to donate an
additional `75 lakh was
taken by the Hockey India
Executive Board.

“In the wake of this cri-
sis, it is the need-of-the-
hour to step up and come
together to stand with the
Government of India who
are doing everything they
can to fight the Covid-19
pandemic.

“Over the years, we have
received tremendous sup-
port from the people of this
country who have kept us
motivated through various
challenges. This is the time
to give back to the people of
India in whatever way we
can,” Hockey India presi-
dent Mohd Mushtaque
Ahmad said in a statement.

Hockey India secretary
general Rajinder Singh
agreed with Mushtaq’
views.

“Hockey India has always
believed in helping those
in need and I am proud the
Executive Board took this
unanimous decision to
contribute a total of `1
crore towards the PM
Cares Fund. With millions
of Indian lives affected

because of this pandemic,
it was important for us to
step up keeping in mind
the interest of the nation,”
he added.

LLAAHHIIRRII  PPUUTTTTSS  `̀77  LLAAKKHH

Support has been pouring
in from all sportspersons
of the country with ace
golfer Anirban Lahiri
being the latest to donate a
sum of `7 lakh PM-Cares
Fund.

“In these grave times that
we face today I urge my
fans and brethren to join
me in doing our bit to sup-
port those in most need. I
have pledged `7,00,000 to
the PM Cares Fund and
also support 100 families
on the Zomato Feeding
India initiative,” Lahiri
tweeted.

“In any way big or small,
let’s play our part in help-
ing the Nation. Jai Hind!!,”
the ace Indian golfer fur-
ther added.

— PTI

EPL is not likely
to resume soon
London, April 4: The
English Premier League
was suspended indefinitely
on Friday following a meet-
ing of its 20 clubs, who dis-
cussed financial painkiller
measures including asking
players to take a substan-
tial pay cut during the
coronavirus outbreak.

Having previously given
a tentative — and improba-
ble — return date of April
30, the world’s richest
league said the season
would not be resuming at
the start of May and “will
only return when it is safe
and appropriate to do so,”
and only with the full sup-
port of government and
medical guidance.

Teams have nine or 10
games left to play in the
Premier League, with
Liverpool — the leader by
25 points — still needing
two more wins to clinch its
first title since 1990. The
FA Cup is at the quarterfi-
nal stage.

“There is a combined
objective for all remaining
domestic league and cup
matches to be played.
enabling us to maintain
the integrity of each com-
petition,” the league said. 

UEFA, in a letter signed
by the European Club
Association and the
European Leagues, has
urged members not to
abandon their competi-
tions. Halting leagues
without approval from
UEFA could see teams
blocked from qualifying for
the Champions League and
Europa League as they are
determined based on final
positions in domestic
standings.

The meeting, which was
held by video conference,
came at the end of a week
when Premier League play-
ers came under growing
pressure to forego some of
their salaries to help pro-

tect the jobs of club staff.
Tottenham and Newcastle
are among those to have
furloughed non-playing
staff during football’s shut-
down and, on Thursday,
British health secretary
Matt Hancock called on
Premier League players to
“take a pay cut and play
their part.”

The league said clubs
agreed to consult players
over a wage deduction or
deferral of 30 per cent “in
the face of substantial and
continuing losses,” adding
there would be meeting on
Saturday between the play-
ers’ union, the league, play-
ers, and club representa-
tives.

Talks were held separate-
ly on Friday between cap-
tains of the Premier
League clubs over the cre-
ation of a fund to raise
money for Britain’s
National Health Service.

Following its meeting,
the league said it was com-
mitting 20 million pounds
($24 million) to the NHS
and other vulnerable
groups. — AP

●● Following a meet
of 20 clubs, the
English Premier
League has been
suspended and “will
only return when its
safe and appropriate
to do so.”

●● Teams have nine
or 10 games left to
play in the Premier
League, with
Liverpool — the
leaders by 25 points
— still needing two
more wins to clinch
their first title since
1990.

●● The Olympic Council of Asia’s 19th
Asian Games will be held in Hangzhou
from September 10 to 25, 2022. It will be
the third Asian Games to be hosted by
China, following Beijing and Guangzhou.

CORONA || CONTRIBUTION

Hockey India has always
believed in helping
those in need and I am
proud the Executive
Board took this unani-
mous decision to con-
tribute a total of `1
crore towards the PM
Cares Fund.

— MOHD
MUSHTAQUE

AHMAD
Hockey India 

president

It’s a big risk to go to
the trainers, so
YouTube is constant
company now. I follow
some channels and
pick some videos.

— TARUNDEEP
RAI

Indian archer
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