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India lifts ban on export
of hydroxychloroquine

Move comes hours after Trump warned of ‘retaliation’

Govt. mulls lockdown extension
amid requests from the States

L ] Many States have appealed for its continuation in the face of rise in COVID cases
Indore surpasses Delhi,

Mumbai in death rate
BHOPAL

With deaths due to COVID-19
spiralling in Indore, the case
fatality rate in the city
touched 8.6% on Tuesday,
arguably the highest for any
city, even ahead of Mumbai
and Delhi which had recorded
thrice the number of cases.
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Bihar to take action
against 198 doctors

PATNA

The Bihar government is all
set to take action against 198
doctors who were found
absent from duty on different
dates. The State Health
Department had earlier
cancelled all leaves, except
maternity and study leave,
for doctors and healthcare
personnel till April 30.
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Delhi reports two more
deaths, 51 new cases

NEW DELHI

Two deaths and 51 new
COVID-19 cases were
reported in Delhi on Tuesday.
The toll now stands at nine
with the total number of
cases reaching 576. Four of
the new cases are from the
Tablighi Jamaat centre in
Nizamuddin. So far, 333
people from the centre have
tested positive in Delhi.

CITY » PAGE 3

OPPORTUNITIES » PAGE 3

NISTULA HEBBAR
VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Tuesday indicated that it was
actively considering an ex-
tension of the 21-day nation-
wide lockdown that began
on March 25 and is due to
end on April 14, as many
States have openly appealed
for its continuation as the
number of COVID-19 cases
continue to rise.

While Telangana Chief Mi-
nister K. Chandrashekhara
Rao had requested Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi to ex-
tend the lockdown on Mon-
day, Chief Minister Shivraj

C3¥VID-19
Singh Chouhan of Madhya
Pradesh on Tuesday echoed
the plea.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot also called for
a phased withdrawal of the
lockdown, saying that saving
lives was important.

In an interview to The
Hindu, Chhattisgarh Health
Minister T.S. Singh Deo said,
“I feel people have got used
to the lockdown. We should
take advantage of that and
deal conservatively with the
question of lifting the lock-
down. Certainly, borders of
States should remain closed

6) Lives of people
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I am for the lockdown of the country

are more furthermore after April 15. We can
important. We can recover from economic problem but we
tolerate lockdown. cannot recover the lives of the people
We can resurrect K. CHANDRASEKHAR RAO, Telangana Chief Minister
T We Camwt .................. feetthat people e
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lives of ‘ lockdown 1mmec!1ately. We should take advanta.ge of
people a ? It has tobe doneina that and deal conservatively
SHIVRA SINGH g $, phased manner, that with the question oflifting the
CHOUHAN . iswhat I feel lockdown
Madhya Pradesh ASHOK GEHLOT T.5. SINGH DEO
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Re-use masks,

AIIMS staff told

The AIIMS medical staff

have been asked to reuse
protective equipment. A
circular said they will be

masks are to be disinfected
and re-used at least four
times each. » PAGE 9

although activities wi
districts are on to some ex-
tent. A conservative estimate
and looking at the expected
spike in cases, we must go
for another 14 days of lock-
down at least.”

Punjab Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh is
understood to have con-

Rajasthan CM

Kerala panel for
phased reversal

The time is not yet ripe for

. the “full withdrawal of the

lockdown” and it should be

gradual and phased to
provided with only five N-95 :
masks each for 20 days. The :

ensure that the case load is
always kept below the capa-

city of the healthcare system :
: against COVID-19 with
: ransomware. » PAGE 10

to deal with it, a Kerala task
force has said. » PAGE 5

veyed to the Prime Minister
during a videoconference
last week that the lockdown
should not be lifted all of a
sudden and that it should be
done in three to four phases.
“There should be a partial
lifting in a graded and cali-
brated manner. Allow farm-
ers to harvest their crops but

Chhattisgarh Health Minister

‘Beware of

cyberattacks’

: The International Criminal

: Police Organization has

. warned member countries

: that cybercriminals were

: attempting to target

: hospitals and institutions on

the front lines of the fight

keep schools and colleges
closed. Allow scooters and
two-wheelers to ply first,” a
senior Punjab government
official said.
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SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

India on Tuesday an-
nounced that it had rescind-
ed its earlier ban on the ex-
port of malaria drug
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ),
which is now being used in
countries such as the U.S. as
a possible line of treatment
for COVID-19.

“In view of the humani-
tarian aspects of the pan-
demic, it has been decided
that India would licence pa-
racetamol and HCQ in ap-
propriate quantities to all
our neighbouring countries
who are dependent on our
capabilities. We will also be
supplying these essential
drugs to some nations that
have been particularly badly
affected by the pandemic,”
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Anurag Srivas-
tava said.

In a notification on March
25, the government placed
HCQ on a restricted items
list, and then put a blanket
ban on any export of the
drug on April 4. The latest
decision, which was taken at
a high-level meeting on April
6, effectively overturns the
previous notification.

The MEA announcement
came hours after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
that India could invite “reta-
liation” if it withheld sup-
plies of HCQ, for which the

In focus

 An anti-malarial drug,
hydroxychloroquine is an
interferon blocker, and
works by diminishing
the immune system's
response to a viral
infection. A hyperactive
response by the immune
system is said to be
primarily responsible for
pneumonia, also a fallout
of a severe COVID-19
infection

» A study in France
showed that
hydroxychloroquine
alone or in combination
with azithromycin
appeared to reduce virus
levels quicker prompting
drug regulators in several
countries including in
India to approve the drug
in restricted settings

* However, several
scientists fault the design
of these trials

U.S., Brazil and other coun-
tries have already placed ad-
vance orders.

“I'spoke to [PM Modi] yes-
terday, a good talk. I would
be surprised [if India re-
fused to supply HCQ] be-
cause India does very well
by the U.S. For many years
they have been taking ad-
vantage of the United States
on trade... I spoke to him
and said, we appreciate your
allowing the supply to come

» These dosages are

also linked to instances
of cardiac arrhythmia
and liver damage. Wide
usage may actually
handicap people's ability
to fight the infection

« Indian drug
manufacturers say they
have sufficient stockpiles
and enough to export.
But there are reports of
stock running out and
rheumatoid arthritis
patients finding them
unavailable in stores
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out. If he doesn’t allow it
come out, that would be OK,
but, of course, there may be
retaliation. Why wouldn’t
there be?” Mr. Trump said at
a press conference in Wash-
ington. He also told repor-
ters in a separate briefing
that the U.S. already had a
national stockpile of about
29 million capsules of HCQ.
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 Abattle won Mehbooba leaves jail,

detained at home now

MG Regional parties call for her release

Schools, colleges may

remain closed till May 15
Nationwide COVID-19 toll touches 124

came as State Health De-
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT PEERZADA ASHIQ

NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
on Tuesday said the country
has registered 13 deaths and
508 new COVID-19 cases in
the past 24 hours, taking the
total death toll to 124 with
4,789 cases nationwide.

A total of 326 persons
have recovered from the in-
fection, Joint Secretary in
the Union Health Ministry
Lav Agrawal said at the daily
press briefing.

Amid calls from the
States on the need for a cali-
brated lifting of the lock-
down, a meeting of the
Group of Ministers on CO-
VID-19, chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, re-
commended that the clo-
sure of all educational insti-
tutions and restrictions on
all religious activities having
public participation be ex-
tended till May 15, irrespec-
tive of the government deci-
sion, official sources said.

The recommendation

partments reported 20
more deaths, taking the na-
tionwide toll to 165, with
5,126 confirmed cases.

Maharashtra reported 12
more deaths, taking the tally
of the deceased so far to 64,
with 1,018 confirmed cases.

Four more deaths were
reported from Gujarat,
while Andhra Pradesh, Od-
isha, Jammu & Kashmir and
Tamil Nadu reported one
death since Monday.

In Rajasthan, which saw
the number of active cases
touching 283 with 24 new
cases, Health Minister
Raghu Sharma said the go-
vernment had decided to
step up screening in hot-
spots using rapid testing
kits. Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal said that one
lakh random rapid anti-bo-
dy tests would be conducted
in the city’s hotspots.

(With PTI inputs)
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All smiles: Manmohan Singh, 73, a COVID-19 patient, being discharged after complete recovery at the Lok Nayak Hospital in
New Delhi on Tuesday. =R.v. MOORTHY

Kerala-Karnataka border row

sorted out, Centre informs SC

Agreement has been reached on protocol to allow patients’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day disposed of a bunch of
petitions concerning the
Kerala-Karnataka  border
sealing case after the Union
government informed that a
consensus had been worked
out to allow patients requir-
ing urgent medical treat-
ment to cross the Talapadi
border and access hospitals
in Mangaluru.

Appearing before a Bench
led by Chief Justice of India
Sharad A. Bobde, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said a
meeting was held among the
Union Home Secretary and
the Chief Secretaries of the

CcM
K

States to amicably resolve
the crisis. An agreement had
been reached on the param-
eters and protocol for allow-
ing patients into Karnataka.
On April 3, the court or-
dered the Centre, Kerala and
Karnataka to confer imme-
diately and “formulate pa-
rameters for passage of pa-
tients for urgent medical
treatment at the border at
Talapadi”. The court then
listed the case on April 7.
The April 3 order was
based on petitions highlight-
ing how Karnataka had en-
forced a blockade which, the
court was informed, had re-
sulted in deaths as ambu-
lances bound for Mangaluru

»

were not being permitted to
cross the border. The peti-
tions asked the court to in-
tervene to facilitate free
movement of vehicles carry-
ing persons who need ur-
gent medical treatment
across the border.

Karnataka argued that the
blockade was put in place in
the interest of public health.
The situation regarding co-
ronavirus was “really dire”.
Kerala was the “worst-affect-
ed” State in the country,
with nearly 194 coronavirus
cases. In this, Kasaragod, ad-
joining Karnataka, was the
“worst-affected” district of
Kerala with over 100 positive
cases, it said.

[RCTC suspends bookings
of three trains till April 30

Passengers will be fully refunded

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) has cancelled book-
ings for three “corporate

trains” operated by it till
April 30. Earlier, the book-

ings were suspended only
till the 21-day nationwide
lockdown, that is, April 14.
The three trains are Kashi
Mahakal Express (between

Varanasi and Indore), the

Lucknow-New Delhi Tejas
Express and the Ahmeda-

bad-Mumbai Tejas Express.
: An IRCTC official said that
¢ travellers who had already

made their bookings on

' these trains will be fully

refunded.
The move comes amid re-

The Lucknow-New Delhi
Tejas Express is one of the
trains suspended.

ports that the Centre is con-
sidering extending the lock-
down to check the spread of
COVID-19 following requests
from State governments.
The official added that
bookings for other trains af-
ter the lockdown period is
currently being undertaken,
and any decision with re-
gard to these trains will
come from the railways.

SRINAGAR

Former Chief Minister and
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mehbooba
Mulfti was shifted from a Sri-
nagar sub-jail to her official
residence, also declared a
sub-jail, on Tuesday to put
her under house arrest.

“In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Clause (b)
of Section 2 of the Prisoners
Act, 1990, the government
hereby declares Fairview,
Gupkar Road, Srinagar as
subsidiary jail,” an order is-
sued by Principal Secretary
to the J&K government Sha-
leen Kabra said.

Fairview is the official re-
sidence of Ms. Mufti, who
was arrested on August 5,
2019, as part of a crackdown
ahead of the withdrawal of
J&K’s special status. She was
booked under the Public Sa-
fety Act on February 6 and
has been in solitary confine-
ment for more than eight
months.

Mehbooba Mufti

Several regional parties,
including the National Con-
ference (NC), JK Peoples
Movement (JKPM) and JK
Apni Party (JKAP), had
asked the Centre to release
Ms. Mufti.

“Ms. Mufti must be set
free. Shifting her home
while continuing to keep
her detained is a cop-out,”
said NC vice-president
Omar Abdullah, who was re-
leased from detention late
last month.
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Delhi's 5T war against virus

From mass testing to 24x7 tracking, CM spells out his plan

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Tuesday announced a
“5T plan” created by his go-
vernment to contain CO-
VID-19 spread in Delhi. These
five Ts are testing, tracing,
treatment, teamwork and
tracking-monitoring.

“All the nations which re-
mained a step ahead of CO-
VID-19 have managed to con-
trol it. I have been in touch
with various experts and
doctors and we have formu-
lated a five-point plan to deal
with the situation in Delhi,”
the Chief Minister said.

The first T is testing, which
when done on a mas scale
enables the actual data of pe-
ople affected by novel coro-
navirus. “Like South Korea,
we will be testing on a large

scale. We have ordered test-
ing for around 50,000 peo-
ple and rapid testing rounds
for 1 lakh people which will
begin from Friday,” he said.

Through rapid testing, the
government will also be able
to identify COVID-19 hotspots
and take necessary action,
said Mr. Kejriwal.

The second T is tracing,
which involves identifying
and quarantining people
who have come in contact
with infected persons. “We
are taking the help of police
to trace whether the people
who have been advised to
self-quarantine are actually
doing it or not. For this, we
have given 27,702 contact
numbers to the police
through which they are trac-
ing their movement,” he said.

The third component, he

»

said, is treatment. The LNJP
and GB Pant hospitals had
been declared primary hos-
pitals for COVID-19 treatment
with 1,500 and 500 beds res-
pectively. While the Rajiv
Gandhi hospital has 450
beds, 2,450 beds are availa-
ble in government hospitals
and 450 beds at private ones.
The fourth element of the
five-point plan is teamwork
and collective efforts are be-
ing made to fight the virus.
All State governments, he
said, must learn from each
other and work together.
The fifth T, he said, is
tracking and monitoring. “It
is my responsibility to ensure
that all these measures are in
place and all the systems are
functioning smoothly. I am
tracking and monitoring all
these things 24x7,” he said.
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