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discusses concerns over harvest Process

Centre’s cue: States want longer lockdown

Clarity likely
after April 10
when disease
trajectory is
more visible

LIZMATHEW
& ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

WITH THE number of COVID-19
casesinIndia nearing the 5,000-
mark, the Centre is considering
suggestions from a number of
states that the restrictions in
place during the 21-day national
lockdown should be extended
beyond the deadline of April 14,
government sources said
Tuesday.

“The central government is
thinking on the same lines, but
the Prime Minister will take a fi-
nal call after considering all as-
pects and holding discussions
with experts. We are sure that
every state will follow the deci-
sion he takes,” said sources.

Meanwhile, an informal
Group of Ministers (GoM) on
COVID-19 headed by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh dis-
cussed measures to enable op-
erations in the farming sector.
“This is the harvest season, and
the focus is on how to smoothen
the process. There is already
some relaxation in the move-
ment of machines and for farm
labourers. But there is lack of in-
formation on the ground...this
has to be communicated prop-
erly, and states encouraged to ex-
pedite work,” said sources.

Since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s video-confer-
ence with chief ministers last
week, at least seven states, in-
cluding Maharashtra with the
maximum number of cases
(868) so far, have indicated that
they would continue to have
some restrictions in place after
the three-week period.

The chief ministers had con-
veyed to the Prime Minister that
they would prefer to take some
steps to revive the farming and
manufacturing sector. The
Centre had also signalled that
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ON HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE, INDIASAYS

will help affected nations, neighbours

Around 200 people from a J] cluster in Noida’s Sector 8 were taken to a quarantine facility late on Tuesday evening. Abhinav Saha REPORT, PAGE 3

In capital’s quarantine for Tablighis:
1000 in 2 buildings, flat number is ID

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM loud-
speakers never stop at the quar-
antine facility at Narela in outer
Delhi.

Around 2 pm, members of
the Tablighi Jamaat step out of
their flats and form a line, as in-
structions boom from a loud-
speaker. They are supposed to be
screened for symptoms of the
coronavirus — part of adaily rou-
tine at the facility.

Just last month, the 1,000-
odd men quarantined at the fa-
cility had participated in a gath-
ering at Markaz Nizamuddin, in

what has now become an epi-
centre of the country’s coron-
avirus outbreak, with cases be-
ing reported across the country.
More than 2,300 people were
evacuated from the Markaz last
month — those with symptoms
were sent to hospitals, and oth-
ers to quarantine facilities.

At the Narela facility, the men
are known less by their names
and more by their flat numbers.

During the daily screening, a
nursing attendant announces
flat numbers one by one. “Flat
number 218,” the attendant says,
and a man raises his hand and
identifies himself.

The Army has accepted a re-
quest by authorities to handle

‘HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE FOR BADLY AFFECTED COUNTRIES’

Trump says may retaliate; Govt rethinks
export ban, says enough stocks at home

Pharma majors ramp up
capacity to meet demand
in country and abroad

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

SHORTLY AFTER US President
Donald Trump said that “there
may be retaliation” if India does
not agree to  export
Hydroxychloroquine (HCQ),akey
anti-malaria drug, India Tuesday
said that it will supply essential
drugs to “some nations who have
been particularly badly affected”
by COVID-19 and to “neighbour-
ing countries who are dependent
on India’s capabilities”.

New Delhi also said that a
“comprehensive assessment” of
India’s domestic requirements
has confirmed the “availability
of medicines for all possible con-
tingencies”. It said that the
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“WHEN PEOPLE from villages go
toworkin cities, they have atleast
a couple of people to help them.
Here on the highway, no one
knows me,” says Kanhaiya Singh
as, lying on the front seat of his
truck, he tries to tune into his mo-
bile radio for news updates.
Transporting 40 motorcycles,
the 40-year-old and his driver
Harpreet Singh had covered over
700 km from Bengaluru and
were just 85 km short of their
destination Pune when the
country went into lockdown.

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

THE DRUG EVERYONE

IS LOOKING AT
EXPLAINED, PAGE 7

TEST
REP RTS
FROM THE
FIELD

TRACKING THEVIRUS,
LOCKDOWN

Kanhaiya has been parked since
at a desolate ‘Om Pancharatna
Dhaba’ in Wai, near Satara.
Though the Centre has said
that trucks transporting goods
should be allowed through state
and district borders, across high-
ways in Maharashtra, stranded
truckers are now parked in

PRABHA RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

INDIA’S DECISION to reverse the
April 4 export ban on hydroxy-
chloroquine within 74 hours is
based on an assessment that
pharma companies Ipca
Laboratories and Zydus Cadia
can ramp up capacity to cater to
the increased domestic as well
as overseas demand.

On Tuesday, India said it
would license hydroxychloro-

dhabas like Kanhaiya or at petrol
pumps. Their rations are running
out, and with many dhabas shut,
sois food.

Police patrols shoo them
away from tolls, or tell them to
turn around. “Even when an or-
der has been issued to allow es-
sential services, the understand-
ing on the ground is to only give
priority to essential items. Those
returning after offloading their
goods are being stopped on re-
turn journey,” says Bal Malkit
Singh, the Chairman of the All
India Motor Transport Congress.

While many have aban-
doned their trucks and left, those
like Kanhaiya, afraid of leaving

Quarantine facility in
Narela. Gajendra Yadav

medical screening at this facility,
which has doctors, nursing at-
tendants, maintenance staff and
civil defence volunteers at the
forefront.

“We have deputed around 20

quine, primarily an anti-malar-
ial drug also used for auto-im-
mune diseases, and pain-killer
paracetamol, allowing their ex-
port to some countries. The de-
mand for hydroxychloroquine
had shot up globally with several
countries pushing India —
among the top suppliers of the
drug globally — for the drug’s use
in their fight against COVID-19.
While the demand position
of these drugs would be “contin-
uously monitored”, the Ministry
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

officers, including doctors and
nursing assistants. They are
working along with civil and
medical professionals as a part
of the process of taking over
screening duties. In the interest
of smooth running of the facility,
it is being ensured that the
takeover process will be grad-
ual,” Army sources told The
Indian Express.

There are around 1,300 peo-
ple under lockdown in three
buildings. Two buildings house
around 1,000 Tablighi Jamaat
members, while the third
houses people who came from
abroad last month and were sent
to quarantine from the airport.
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As case count nears
5000, Govt plans

big testing push in
make-or-break week

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

AS THE last week of the three-
week lockdown begins, amid in-
dications that some restrictions
may continue post-April 14, the
government is preparing to mas-
sively scale up testing for COVID-
19 over the next few days.
Sources said the test results dur-
ing this “make-or-break week”
will be adeciding factor in deter-
mining whether the lockdown
continues or not.

With 508 new cases being
confirmed in the last 24 hours,
the total number of cases de-
tected across the country
touched 4,789 on Tuesday.
While 124 people have died so
far, 353 have been discharged.

“This week, you can say, is the
make-or-break week so far as
the future course of the epi-

Drones spray disinfectant
on quarantine sites in
Ahmedabad. javed Raja

demic in India is concerned,
whether we continue with the
lockdown or not. The criticism
has been that we did not test
enough, but we have always
maintained that if it (infection)
was really happening that much,
the death toll would not be so
low; also, influenza-like illnesses
across the country have
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Delhi lines up ‘“five-Ts,
Chief Minister invokes
South Korea experience

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

THE DELHI government will
start conducting rapid antibody
tests, as recommended by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), in areas iden-
tified as coronavirus hotspots in
the national capital, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
Tuesday.

Kejriwal said the five-point
action plan being rolled out by
the government involves testing,
tracing of contacts, treatment,
teamwork and tracking. In terms
of tracing, the government is go-

Globally, tally of recovered closely
follows total cases, with 14-day lag

TRACKING THE RECOVERY

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

MAPPING the number of COVID-
19 patients who recovered
against the global case load re-
veals an interesting trend - it
mimics the exponential growth
curve of the pandemic, but also
appears to closely trail the case-
load, with a 14-day lag.

Absolute numbers on a par-
ticular date of the number of
positive COVID-19 cases and re-
covered cases may still look in-
timidating. A two-week reflec-
tion, however, shows the
recovery rate is trailing not too
far behind the caseload.

For example, the Johns
Hopkins database suggests
2,92,467 recovered cases
Tuesday as against a global load
of 1,365,004 cases. Two weeks
ago, the caseload was 3,78,235,

Truck drivers near a dhaba on NH-48 in Satara. Nirmal Harindran
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JHU statistics show.

Over a month back, March 1
saw 88,369 cases globally with
only 42,716 recoveries. However,
two weeks later, on March 15,
there were 76,034 recoveries.

In other words, for roughly
two months (from March 1 to
April 6), recovered numbers

their cargo unattended, pass
days counting their money, and
surfing phones for news.

Five of them have now been
parked since atleast a fortnight at
Suchar Singh’s dhaba, on
Turjapur Road in Osmanabad dis-
trict. Many others have left their
trucks behind in Suchar’s care,
putting their phone numbers
down on a piece of paper, and
their truck papers and details of
their consignments in a dusty
folder. The 60-year-old'sjointisa
favourite with truckers, its “spe-
cial Punjabi khana” drawing up to
ahundred customers every night.

Rana Pratap, among the five
drivers living at the dhaba, says

2,76,515

Day 76

grew exponentially, and clearly
trailing the case load with alag of
14 days (the incubation period).
Explaining this trend,
Sitabhra Sinha, a scientist at the
Institute of Mathematical
Sciences in Chennai said, if
everyone who fell sick on Day 1
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

On Maharashtra highways, dhabas home for stranded truckers

every time he has tried to make
his way out, police have forced
him back. He was carrying cot-
ton from Raipur to Kolhapur
when he got stuck on Janata
Curfew day on March 22.

Asking why the government
had not arranged shelters for
them, the 35-year old who has
been driving trucks for 11 years
says, “We will die of hunger on
the road.”

Bal Malkit says the All India
Motor Transport Congress had
asked the state government to tie
up with districts to arrange food
for the truckers, but not heard
back. “We are making efforts but
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ing to expand the surveillance
net by sharing mobile numbers
with the Delhi Police of some
2,300 men who were present at
the Tablighi Jamaat gathering at
Markaz Nizamuddin last month.
“After consulting doctors and
other experts, we have prepared
a five-point plan, which are es-
sentially five Ts. The first Tis test-
ing. Countries that did not under-
take tests could not contain the
spread of the virus. On the other
hand, consider South Korea’s
case, on how it got tests con-
ducted at a mass scale,” he said.
“Carriers of the virus were
identified so that they don’t
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Kerala plan:

no flights till
end of May,

schools only
for exams

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL7

A TASK force of experts consti-
tuted by the Kerala government
has recommended district-wise,
phase-by-phase relaxation of
the COVID-19 lockdown meas-
ures post April 14, lasting till af-
ter middle of May, while keep-
ing a close eye on the number of
new infections in the state.

The 17-member task force
headed by former chief secretary
KM Abraham, that submitted the
report to Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan Monday evening, said
large-scale movement of people
across international and state
boundaries should not be consid-
ered till the situation was “under
control in every state”.

Calling for awithdrawal strat-
egy “calibrated to ensure that the
case load is always kept below the
(surge) capacity of the healthcare
system”, the panel laid out the
phasesin which relaxation could
be done post the lockdown.

The first phase would include
districts that haven’t seen more
than one new case for a week
leading up to the April 14 review
(i.e. April 7-13); have not seenan
increase of more than 10%in the
numbers under home surveil-
lance in that period; and have no
coronavirus hotspots. Each
phase would be a fortnight-long.

In the second phase would
be included districts that have
not seen more than one new
case of COVID-19 in an entire
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Tablighi Jamaat
had major role in
spreading the

virus: Nitin Patel

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Deputy
Chief Minister Nitin Patel, on
Tuesday, alleged that some mem-
bers of Tablighi Jamaat, played a
major role in spreading COVID-19
by “not cooperating with author-
ities” and “hiding their travel his-
tory” to Nizamuddin Markaz
in Delhi.

“After leaving Delhi, they
should have informed the state’s
health or police authorities... we
could have quarantined them,
checked them medically. We
could have prevented the current
spread,” Patel said.

Headded, “And Imust say that
this has caused maximum dam-
age to minority areas. Currently in
Gujarat, Muslim community hasa
big share in the list of corona pos-
itive patients...these people came,
did not inform and the virus
spread.”

Meanwhile, Inaninterview to
aradio station, Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani also said a suddenrise in
COVID-19 cases in Gujarat was be-
cause of “mistakes” committed by
Tablighi Jamaat members who at-
tended the gatheringin Delhi. ENS

Hindu Mahasabha

leader held for
‘inflammatory’
remarks in UP

Lucknow: The Aligarh police on
Tuesday arrested Hindu
Mahasabha national secretary
Pooja Shakun Pandey and her
husband Ashok Pandey for al-
legedly making “inflammatory re-
marks” against Tablighi Jamaat
members.

Ashok Pandey is national
spokeperson of the Hindu
Mahasabha.

“Theywere produced beforea
local court that sent them to judi-
cial custody,” said Circle Officer,
Aligarh, Pankaj Srivastava.

Leaders of the outfit could not
be reached for comment. The duo
were sent to Aligarh district jail.
SHO, Gandhi Park police station,
Sandeep Kumar Dhama said an
FIR was registered against them
on Monday under IPC sections
153 A,and 505(2). ENS

Centre to SC: road
closure row
between Kerala,

Karnataka resolved

New Delhi: The Centre on Tuesday
informed the Supreme Court that
the row between Karnataka and
Kerala over the closure of roads
between Mangaluru and
Kasaragod has been resolved.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told abench of Chief Justice
of IndiaSABobde and Justices SK
Kaul and Deepak Gupta that the
Union Home Secretary was told in
ajoint video conference with au-
thorities concerned that the states
“have agreed toa protocol for facil-
itating the free movement of pa-
tients for medical treatment at the
inter-state border at Talapadi”.
The court disposed of an ap-
peal by the Karnataka govern-
ment against an April 1 order of
Kerala HC asking it to open the
roads so that patients from
Kasaragod could access medical
facilities in Mangaluru. ENS

CLARIFICATIONS
8 CORRECTIONS

07.04.2020, PAGE 1

THE REPORT, ‘Staff test positive,
Wockhardt shut, top hospitals face
sealing threat’,incorrectly stated
that 108 healthcare workers
have tested positive for coron-
avirus at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.
The 108 have been quarantined.
The error is regretted.
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KERALA TASK FORCE RECOMMENDS FOUR-PHASE EASING OF LOCKDOWN

A task force of experts constituted by the Kerala government has recommended gradual, phase-by-phase
relaxation of the Covid-19 lockdown measures post April 14, while keeping a close eye on the number of new

infectionsin the state

VIDEO OF THE DAY

FROM PAGE ONE

Testing push

remained flat. But to test that hy-
pothesis, we need to test. That is
what we will do this week when
we hope to get a definitive idea
about the course of the disease,”
said a government source.

The testing protocolis likely to
remain the same — symptomatic
people with travel or contact his-
tory, health workers with symp-
toms, all hospitalised patients
with severe acute respiratory ill-
ness (fever, cough etc), and
asymptomatic direct and high-
risk contacts of a confirmed pa-
tient (once betweendays5and 14
of having come in contact).

With the ICMR issuing an ad-
visory for the use of rapid anti-
body tests in “areas reporting
clusters (containment zone) and
in large migration gatherings/
evacuees centres”, the serological
tests are set to be conducted ona
wider scale.

With 12,584 (swab) tests be-
ing done in the last 24 hours, the
total number of samples tested
has touched 1,14,015.

“The idea is to double the
number of tests every three-four
days and reach about 40,000
daily. The private labs obviously
have better mobility and reach
than us because they are making
money,” said the source.

Two high throughput testing
machines have been pressed into
service in Bhubaneswar and
Noida, each witha capacity to test
1,300-1,400 samples daily. Twelve
such machines have been ordered
from Roche, and are expected to
be delivered in about three weeks.

There are also the TB testing
machines, CBNAAT and TRUNAT,
thathave been pressed into serv-
ice for COVID-19.

Environment Secretary C K
Mishra, who heads the empow-
ered group on hospitals, testing
facilities etc, said: “The govern-
ment is making every effort to
ramp up testing and also working
with states to see that it is deliv-
ered.”

Meanwhile, the Health
Ministry said the cluster contain-
ment strategy in hotspots like
Agra, Mumbai, Pathanamthitta
and Bhilwara has started to show
results.

Inaddition, inabid to stream-
line care of patients, the ministry
issued directions for categorisa-
tion of designated facilities into
three groups — COVID care cen-
tres, COVID health centres and
dedicated COVID hospitals.

According to the document
prepared by the Health Ministry’s
emergency medical response di-
vision, the COVID care centres are
makeshift facilities for “mild”,
“very mild”, or suspected cases,
and may be set up in hostels, ho-
tels, schools, stadiums, lodges.

The COVID health centres are
for “moderate” cases, and should
either be a full hospital or a sepa-
rate block in a hospital with
preferably separate entry/ exit/
zoning.

The dedicated COVID hospi-
tals are primarily for “severe”
cases, and should either be a full
hospital or a separate block in a
hospital with preferably separate
entry/ exit, fully equipped ICUs,
ventilatorsand beds with assured
oxygen support.

Delhi CM

infect others. If we don’t do that,
we won't even know who has
contracted the virus. We were fac-
ing a shortage of testing kits; now
the situation has improved. We
had placed an order for 50,000
kits and have started receiving
those. For rapid tests, we have or-
dered 1 lakh testing kits, which
will start getting delivered from
Friday,” Kejriwal said.

Apart from Delhi, states such
as Karnataka, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana have also placed
orders for the kits with the ICMR
aswell as private vendors. A Delhi
government spokesperson said
the orders have been placed with
an ICMR-approved vendor in

Delhi’s case.

The ICMR had on Saturday is-
sued an advisory saying that the
rapid antibody test be undertaken
at hotspots across the country.
The test involves taking blood
samples to ascertain if a person
has developed antibodies against
the virus. The presence of anti-
bodies would mean the personis
immune to the virus. The anti-
body test happens to be a faster
alternative to the direct test,
known as Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR),in which throator
nasal swabs are taken.

Kejriwal said the rapid tests,
for now, would be undertaken at
the Nizamuddin and Dilshad
Gardenareasin the city. Headded
that direct tests would be con-
ducted as well, but did not elabo-
rate further. “We will aggressively
test to identify, treat, trace, quar-
antine and seal, along the lines of
South Korea,” he later tweeted.

Pharma majors

of External Affairs Tuesday said
the stock position could allow
Indian companies to meet the ex-
portcommitments already made.
Companies producing the drug
said it was possible to meet the
demand.

Ipca Laboratories and Zydus
Cadilaare ramping up production
capacity to not just meet an im-
mediate demand from the US, EU
and other countries for around
150 million tablets, but also to
cater to an order for around 100
million tablets from the Indian
government in the wake of the
COVID-19 emergency.

A spokesperson for Zydus
Cadila said the company has, at
the moment, ramped up produc-
tion of its hydroxychloroquine to
20-30 metric tonnes a month
from three tonnes previously to
meet the higher requirement. It
will scale up the capacity further
to about40-50 metric tonnes per
month “if need arises”. The
spokesperson, however, did not
specify the split in capacity for
India and exports.

Ajit Kumar Jain, Joint
Managing Director, Ipca
Laboratories, another major pro-
ducer of the drug, told The Indian
Express, “We manufacture not
only all the APIs (active pharma-
ceutical ingredients), but all the
KSMs (key starting materials) for
it as well. We are self sufficient
that way.”

“Suddenly, the demand has
gone up4-5 times, but the indus-
try’s capacityis very large. In April
itself, we will be able to meet
whatever the government has or-
dered, which is significant com-
pared to the quantity we were
producing for India,” he said.

The company has the capac-
ity to manufacture hydroxy-
chloroquine using 20 metric
tonnes worth of ingredients but
so far had used only around 20 per
cent of this to cater to the Indian
market. Tablets made using the
remaining 80 per cent had been
exported not only toregions with
alarge burden of malaria, butalso
to countries with patients suffer-
ing from auto-immune diseases.
Even in India, the drug is pre-
scribed for use by patients with
conditions like rheumatoid arthri-
tisand lupus.

Ipca Labs, though previously
absentinthe USmarketduetoan
import alert against it, exports hy-
droxychloroquine to 70-80 mar-
kets, including countries in Africa,
the  Commonwealth  of
Independent States (CIS), Europe,
Asia and the Latin American re-
gion. On March 21, the United
States Food and Drug
Administration (US FDA) “made
exception” to its import alert
against the company toallowitto
procure sufficient stock of the
drug foremergency use, Ipcatold
stock exchanges.

However, before the spurt in
global demand for hydroxy-
chloroquine - which is still not
proven to be effective in COVID-
19 treatment, the drug catered to
a smaller market, both in India
and outside. Data collated by the

SONIASUGGESTS CUTS
ON GOVT SPENDING

Congress president
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

Pharmaceutical
Promotion Council shows that

CORONAVIRUS

SHORT FILM ABOUT
SELF-ISOLATION

Over four minutes long,
Family emphasises
staying at home
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Will Indians see prices
rise after lockdown?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Today on the 3 Things podcast, we discuss
the impact of the lockdown on the rural
economy and the price of goods

Clarity likely after April 10

there could be a “staggered exit”
from the lockdown while con-
tinuing curbsin areasidentified
as hotspots.

Government sources said
there would be clarity on the sit-
uation only after April 10, once
testingis stepped up and results
show the outbreak’s trajectory.

“As you can clearly see, it is
notasif the disease has affected
the whole country — it is just
284 districts so far, not even half
the country. Soitis perhaps safe
to say that about 60 per cent of
the country can hope to see
some relaxation after April 14.1t
cannot be business as usual. But
at the same time, the stringent
restrictions cannot continue in-
definitely,” said sources.

Officially, though, the gov-

ernment has sought repeatedly
todispel speculation of the lock-
down being extended. Lav
Agarwal, Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of Health, cited Cabinet
Secretary Rajiv Gauba’s clarifi-
cation last week, denying any
possibility of an extension. “It is
true that states are asking for ex-
tension and all of that is being
looked into. Asand whenadeci-
sion is taken after discussions, I
will let you know,” he said.

At the same time, however,
Agarwal cited a US study show-
ing thatone infected person can
infect406 others —butwhenin
lockdown, thatnumberisdown
to less than three people.

With most states in favour of
stretching the curbs, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan, who had said
Monday the lockdown would
be lifted in his state next week,
did a U-turn and called for the
restrictions to be extended.
Madhya Pradesh has recorded
229 cases for far.

In Jaipur, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot said the
lockdown “will not be lifted in
one go”. “We have imposed cur-
fewinatleast40 places...we will
have to lift it phase-wise,” he
said. But Gehlot said 21 dayswas
toolong a period to confine peo-
ple in homes. “Factories, indus-
tries...everything is shut. You can
understand where we are head-
ing economically. But we can’t
take steps thatendangerslives,”
he said.

In Delhi, those who at-

tended the informal GoM
meeting — its fourth since
March 25 — included Home
Minister Amit Shah, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
Chemical and Fertilisers
Minister DV Sadanand Gowda,
and Consumer Affairs, Food and
PDS Minister Ram Vilas Paswan.
Rajnath Singh is expected to
give inputs to the Prime
Minister based the GoM’s
discussions.

Sources said “the GoM is
preparing the measures and
steps to be taken, as and when
thelockdownislifted”. “It could
be staggered, it could be ex-
tended — the Prime Minister
will take a call on that. But we
are getting ready for it, as and
when it happens,” they said.

Kerala plan: no flights till May end

fortnight since prior review;
where the number of those un-
der home watch has not gone
up by more than 5% in that pe-
riod; and where there are no
hotspots. The third phase would
cover districts that have had no
new case for a fortnight since
last review; seen a decrease of
more than 5% in the number of
persons under home surveil-
lance in that period; as well as
have no hotspots.

The CM said they would
submit the task force’s recom-
mendations to the Centre. “The
state is awaiting the decision of
the Union government on lock-
down after April 14. Only then
would the state decide whether
any change in the is required,”
Vijayan said.

As per the report, in the first
phase, there would be noairline
and rail movement in the state,
nor any person from outside
Kerala allowed, other than what
is permitted currently. No per-
son shall be allowed outside
house without face masks, sen-
ior citizens with co-morbidity

Export

India’s hydroxychloroquine ex-
ports stood ataround $36.41 mil-
lionin April-February 2019-20,24
per cent lower than in 2018-19.

Maharashtra

cannotreach out toall the drivers
stuckinremote districts,” he says.

Abhishek Gupta, the Joint
Secretary of the All India
Transporters’ Welfare
Association, says only 10% of
trucks with national permits are
on the roads currently. Of the 95
lakh-odd trucks registered at
Regional Transport Offices across
the country, around 13 lakh have
national permit. “We have man-
aged to gather GPSdataon 70,000
trucks with national permits, of
which only 6,500 are moving. All
others are either abandoned or
stuck,” Gupta says.

He adds that the associationis
mapping the toll plazas where the
National Highways Authority of
India has started distributing food,
and communicating this to
stranded truck drivers across
India.

Transport Minister Anil Parab
says the state government has is-
sued a notification to let all the
trucks move, both with essentials
and non-essentials. “Several
trucks stuck near tolls have also
been cleared. If there are other
trucks still stuck, I'll instruct the
DG, Highways, to ensure smooth
passage,” he said.

Back at the Wai dhaba,
Harpreet and Kanhaiya say they
mostly cook on their own, to save
money, though sometimes the
staff at the restaurant share their
meagre meals of daal and rice.
The joint has been shut now for
17 days.

1ST PHASE: No airline,
rail movement; no entry
into Kerala; face masks
must. Only one person
per house can step out at
atime. Malls, theatres to
stay shut. Odd-even for
private vehicles.

2ND PHASE: Short-
distance bus services,
MNREGS and MSMEs to
start, with health

not allowed at all, and there
would be restrictions on the
number of persons who can
travel in a vehicle.

Besides, only one person per
house would be allowed outside
ata time, for a specific purpose,
and for not more than three
hours. Supermarkets and malls,
film theatres, bars, conference
halls and hotels with closed air-
conditioning can’t open, and all
places of worship shall remain
closed with noreligious gather-
ings allowed. Private vehicles

Harpeet, 32, worries about the
wheat ready for harvest at their
village in Mathura. “There are no
workers now and I cannot help
my family,” he says.

Kanhaiya says he has been
calling up the owner of the show-
room to whom they were to de-
liver the bikes, asking him to send
someone with essential supplies,
but to no avail.

Guptasays the fact that many
warehouses where deliveries are
headed are shut due to the lock-
down has also left the truckers
stranded.

About 15 kmahead of Wai,on
the same highway, Baba Punjabi
DhabainNathaneis alsohometo
five truckers, including Manbeer
Yadav. The 35-year old container
truck driver left Delhi on March
18 with nothing but a steel glass
that he uses to drink water,
headed for Kolhapur. “We would
have died of hunger if not for this
dhaba,” says Yadav.

His bigger concern are his wife
and two children, back in
Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh. Yadav
says his wife has been forced to
askvillagers for milk to feed their
one-year-old. After repeated calls,
hisemployer transferred Rs 1,000
into Yadav's account as allowance
for five days, though he has been
stuck for nearly 18 days. “I'm try-
ing to figure out away to send this
money home,” says Yadav, man-
aging a smile.

Stuck with him is Mayank
Sharma, 42, whose daughter’s
wedding scheduled for May 1
now stands cancelled. He can’t
abandon his consignment of
newly made glass bottles headed
from Firozabad to Goa, he says.
While Sharma claims that he is
staying back to honour Prime
Minister Narenda Modi’s “aagya

protocols.

3RD PHASE: Inter-
district buses, essential
domestic flights to start,
with curbs. Educational
institutions to open only
for exams.

FLIGHTS to be allowed
only after full relaxation
of curbs. Every entrant to
undergo 14-day home
quarantine.

will be allowed on the basis of
odd-even pattern for six days,
with total ban on Sundays ex-
cept for essential services.

In the second phase, the
committee said, short-distance
bus services can be allowed
with restrictions on number of
passengers. The MNREGS and
allmicro, smalland medium en-
terprises can be re-started at this
time with health protocols.

In the third phase, inter-dis-
trict bus service and essential
domestic flights, both with re-

(call)” regarding the lockdown, he
adds, “Thave told people at home
thatlam staying at a hotel.”

Global count

recovered 14 days later, the two
curves would exactly align. The
discrepancy between the two is
either people who fell sick and
died, or people who recovered
earlier or later than the mean pe-
riod of 14 days.

“Given that people are aslikely
to recover earlier as later, these
two effects should balance out, so
as to not affect the coincidence of
the two curves by much,” he ex-
plained. “So that leaves only ac-
counting for those whodied... This
is probably why the recovered
curve is lower than the infected
curve inyour figure.”

While other pandemics might
have a different duration interval
between infection and recovery;,
“possibly one can conclude that
the variability of this interval for
different people is relatively low
forCOVID19.” Sinha has modeled
acurrent estimated transmission
rate for the country at 1.83. This
means that each infected person
inIndiais transmitting it toanav-
erage of 1.83 people.

AsonTuesday, the total num-
ber of COVID-9 deaths globally
was 78,269.

Trump

stock position “could allow”
Indian companies to meet the ex-
port commitments they have al-
ready made.

On April 4, after Trump made
the request for suppliesof HCQin
a phone call to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, New Delhi was
“considering the request”, The
Indian Express had reported.

Incidentally, that same day,

stricted capacity ensuring social
distancing, can be allowed.
Universities and educational in-
stitutions will open only for the
conduct of exams, while malls
and hotels can operate but with
restricted entry.

International air travel and
flights from other parts of
India may not be allowed till
full relaxation of restrictions in
the state. Every entrant to the
state would have to undergo
14-day home quarantine, with
the district administration
monitoring movement, and
health and police departments
the borders.

The total count of COVID-19
cases in Kerala is now 336, with
nine cases reported on Tuesday,
after testing of 11,232 samples.
Two people have died while 73
have recovered. The number of
people under observation
stands at 1.46 lakh, down from
the high of 1.71 lakh on Saturday,
when quarantine of hundreds
of persons with travel history
fromabroad as well as their con-
tactsended.

the government had banned ex-
ports of HCQ, a drug Trump has

repeatedly touted as a “game
changer” in the fight against
COVID-19 but whose effective-
nessisbeing debated. Besides the
US, Brazil, some European coun-
tries,and neighbouring countries
too, are asking for HCQ.

HCQtablets are recognised as
a prophylactic for those on the
frontline of the fight against
COVID-19 — doctors, nurses, para-
medics and first responders —
and can be used to treat patients
infected with the virus.

Articulating the shift in the
Indian government’s position, the
newly appointed official
spokesperson of the Ministry of
External Affairs, Anurag
Srivastava, said Tuesday: “Our first
obligation is to ensure that there
are adequate stocks of (COVID-re-
lated) medicines for the require-
ment of our own people. In order
to ensure this, some temporary
steps were taken to restrict ex-
ports of anumber of pharmaceu-
tical products.”

“Given the enormity of the
COVID-19 pandemic, India hasal-
ways maintained that the inter-
national community must dis-
play strong solidarity and
cooperation. This approach also
guided our evacuation of nation-
als of other countries. In view of
the humanitarian aspects of the
pandemic, it has been decided
thatIndia would licence paraceta-
mol and HCQ in appropriate
quantities to all our neighbouring
countries who are dependent on
our capabilities. We will also be
supplying these essential drugs to
some nations who have been par-
ticularly badly affected by the
pandemic. We would therefore
discourage any speculationin this

regard or any attempts to politi-
cise the matter,” the MEA
spokesperson said.

Early on Tuesday (India time),
Trump had said “there may be re-
taliation” if India does not agree
to export hydroxychloroquine.

“I would be surprised if he
(Prime Minister Narendra Modi)
would, you know, because India
does very well with the United
States,” Trump said at a White
House press briefing when a re-
porter asked whether he was
worried about “retaliation to the
ban on export of medical goods”
from India.

“Idon’tlike that decision, I did-
n’thear that that was his decision.
Iknow that he stopped it for other
countries. I spoke to him yester-
day, we had a very good talk and
we’ll see whether or not that’s
his... For many years, they've been
taken advantage of the United
States on trade. Solwould be sur-
prised if that were his decision.
He'd have to tell me that.Ispoke to
him Sunday morning, called him,
andIsaid, we’d appreciate youal-
lowing our supply to come out. If
he doesn’t allow it to come out.
That would be OK. But of course,
there may be retaliation. Why
wouldn’t there be?” the US
President said.

With more than 350,000 con-
firmed cases of coronavirus infec-
tion and over 10,000 deaths, the
US has emerged as the new epi-
centre of the pandemic.

Delhi quarantine

One of them, a doctor from
Roorkee, said, “Earlier, rooms
were cleaned every day. Now
thereisaday’s gap. Thankfully my
test was negative, I just have to
find a way back home now.”

DDA vice-chairman Tarun
Kapoor said that around 1,400
flats have been handed over toau-
thorities to house the occupants.
Each flataccommodates two peo-
ple. Two beds, a table, a chair and
astool are provided in each house.

District Magistrate (North)
Shinde Deepak Arjun said one pa-
tient has tested positive for coro-
navirus in the camp so far. In case
anyone at the camp shows symp-
toms, one of four ambulances sta-
tioned there take the person to
LNJPHospital. The temperature of
staff, too, is checked twice a day.

For sample collection, doctors
at the camp are assisted by tech-
nical staff from BR Ambedkar and
Sanjay Gandhi hospitals.

“We check for symptoms,and
tomaintain hygiene, we fumigate
the premises daily. We also spray
sodium chlorite solution around
the camp. All possible measures
are taken to keep everyone safe,”
Arjun said.

The buildings follow a strict
lockdown, with announcements
making it clear that occupants
cannot even stray into their bal-
conies. The peripheral staff com-
prising sanitation workers, house-
keeping staff and plumbers are
the only ones who enter the
building, dressed in personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE).
Authorities said they have PPE kits
to last them another two days,
and new equipment is procured
onadaily basis.

The day at the facility begins
with sanitation workers clean-
ing the apartments. Outside one
of the buildings, a sanitation
worker dons his PPE kit. He is in
charge of collecting waste and
packingitinto plastic bags of red
and yellow, meant to be inciner-
ated. “Every day as I enter these
flats, I pray to god. And every
time my temperature check
comes normal, I thank god,”
he says.

The doctors, meanwhile,
break for lunch at the medical
camp after a six-hour shift. “It is
like working next to a nuclear
meltdown site. The anxiety
drains the energy from us.
Otherwise we can work for 12
hours at a stretch. This is the
hardest thing I have done so far,”
says a doctor.

FULLREPORTSON
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TAKEOVER OF PRIVATE HOSPITALS A CONTINGENCY MEASURE: OFFICIALS

Govt chalks out plan for 30,000

cases: More beds, roping in hotels

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

AGRADUAL takeover of hospital
beds, hotels and banquets — the
Delhi government has chalked
outa plan to handle up to 30,000
active COVID-19 cases in the city
if the need arises, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said Tuesday.

A senior government official
said resources of private hospi-
tals will be utilised only in an
emergency situation. As of now,
officials have been instructed to
map the number of beds in pri-
vate hospitals that can be used.

As of Tuesday, the govern-
ment has earmarked 2,950 beds
for confirmed cases across three
government and private hospi-

tals each, Kejriwal said.

The number of confirmed
cases in the city stands at 576 at
the moment. Two more deaths
were reported on Tuesday, tak-
ing the toll to nine.

There are 1,500 beds at Lok
Nayak Hospital, 500 at GB Pant
Hospital, 250 at Rajiv Gandhi
Super Speciality Hospital and
400 in three private hospitals --
Max Saket (318), Apollo(50)and
Sir Ganga Ram (42). Once cases
cross 3,000, GTB Hospital, with
1,500 beds, will also be ear-
marked for patients.

“In this manner, we have
chalked out a plan to handle up
to 30,000 active cases. There
will be 8,000 hospital beds. We
plan to take over more and
more beds as and when cases

IsLAND OF CALM

Occupants at the Yamuna Sports Complex participate in a yoga session on Tuesday. Among its 300 occupants are labourers
who tried to leave Delhi on foot, street children, and many who simply broke curfew. Prem Nath Pandey

200 residents of Noida

ASI tests positive,

CM Kejriwal stressed on the
importance of cooperation
among states and the Centre

rise. Moreover, there will be
12,000 hotel beds, while 10,000

will be kept in banquets and
dharamshalas. Serious patients
would be sent to hospitals
while those with mild symp-
toms will be kept at hotels and
other places, equipped with
medical facilities. We will have
400 ventilators and 1,200 beds
for those who will require oxy-
gen support,” said Kejriwal.

A government official
added: “The plan to take over
private hospitals is a contin-
gency measure, there is no im-
mediate plan to take over any
private healthcare establish-
ment. But officials have been in-
structed to map the availability
of beds so that they can be used
if the need arises.”

The AAP chief also stressed
on the importance of team work

Kalkaji police colony JJ cluster quarantined
under lockdown

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

A49-YEAR-OLD assistant sub-in-
spector posted with the traffic
police tested positive for COVID-
19 Tuesday evening. A resident
of Kalkaji police colony, he has
been shifted to AIIMS while his
wife and two children have been
advised home quarantine as
they were asymptomatic.

DCP (Southeast district)
R P Meena confirmed the case
and said they have informed his
department.

Delhi Police Commissioner
S N Shrivastava had earlier or-
dered that 25%-33% of the force
will remain in home quarantine
for a period of 10 days on rota-
tion, with preference being given

CORONA
WATCH

Doctors’ body
donates PPEs

New Delhi: United Resident
Doctors’ Association of
Hindu Rao Hospital do-
nated 220 PPEs and 550
N95 masks for staff at hos-
pitals across the city.

Helpline

launched

New Delhi: DCPCR has
launched a helpline (011-
411-82977) to counsel par-
ents and children to tackle
coronavirus fears. ENS

to personnel above 50 years of
age and those with medical con-
ditions.

Police said the ASI had been
sent on leave last week and
asked to be in home quarantine.
“He had complained of fever and
informed his seniors. He got
tested last week and received the
report today,” said an officer.

Authorities are trying to as-
certain how he contracted the
infection.

Sixty-seven families live in
the police colony, which is now
under a strict lockdown. The en-
tire colony was cordoned off on
Monday evening. “We have as-
sured his family of all help,” said
a senior police officer.

On Monday evening, local
police alerted residents and also
sanitised the area with the civic
agency’s help.

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, APRIL 7

AROUND 200 people from a JJ
cluster in Noida’s Sector 8 were
on Tuesday night taken to a
quarantine facility as part of the
district administration’s coron-
avirus contact tracing efforts.
“No new case has been found
in the particular area; we have
only traced possible contacts of a
positive patient. Families are be-
ing quarantined and kept under
observation for their welfare and
that of their surroundings. [ urge
people not to believe in rumors;
this is an exercise of cluster con-
tainment,” said Suhas LY, Gautam
Budh Nagar District Magistrate.
Officials said the “positive pa-
tient” whose contacts are being
traced is an electrician froma fire
safety firm which has now been
sealed. Two of his family mem-
bers have also tested positive.

PPEs in short supply,
AIIMS lists reuse rules

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL7

AIIMS TUESDAY released guide-
lines for the reuse of PPE kits, cit-
ing a strain on resources in light
of the COVID-19 outbreak. Several
healthcare professionals across
the country have contracted the
virus after coming in contact with
patients who later tested positive.

Healthcare workers have also
highlighted lack of PPEs, includ-
ing full body suits, visors, goggles,
masks, gloves and shoe covers.

“Existing CDC guidelines rec-
ommend a combination of ap-
proaches..., including minimising
the number of individuals who
need to use respiratory protec-
tion,...allowing extended and/or
limited reuse of N95 respirators
etc. Decontamination and reuse
of PPEs may provide another so-
lution,” the guidelines said.

As per present practice, PPEs

are not to be reused.

“Currently, decontamination
of PPEs for purposes of reuse is
notrecommended, primarily be-
cause of concerns that deconta-
mination would degrade per-
formance, especially of the
respirator... However, given the
uncertainties on the impact of de-
contamination onrespirator per-
formance, these should not be
worn by healthcare workers
when performing or present for
an aerosol generating procedure.
The methods available for disin-
fection are only considered as ex-
traordinary...in the event of im-
minent shortage,” it states.

The protocol for decontami-
nation of coveralls and N95
masks states that these be be de-
contaminated using 11% hydro-
gen peroxide ina sealed room. For
decontamination of face shields
and goggles, guidelines suggest
use of 0.5% sodium hypochlorite
solution and 70% alcohol.

At Noida Sector 8, Tuesday
night. Abhinav Saha

The fire safety firm had come
under scanner for hiding the visit
of a British national last month,
following which more than 20
cases emerged with links to the
company.

“It was a chain of sorts, from
the fire safety firm’s employees
and then their family members.
Hence, quarantine measures are
being taken,: said Dr Anurag
Bhargava of the Gautam Budh
Nagar Medical Department.

Civic workers
clean Markaz
building

New Delhi: South MCD workers
carried out a sanitisation opera-
tion to disinfect the Markaz
building in Nizamuddin Tuesday.
Public health field workers with
power sprayers sanitised the
premises while bed sheets and
pillows were incinerated.

The sanitised area has now
been locked, said a senior corpo-
ration official. The Nizamuddin
Markaz is a five-storey building
with a basement and a terrace,
which can accommodate over
3,000 people. Last month, at
least 4,000 members of the
Tablighi Jamaat had gathered at
the Markaz.

The South Corporation also
carried out sanitisation opera-
tions via drones and tankers at
Mahipalpur, Gautam Nagar,
Abul Fazal Enclave, Ashok Nagar,
Chirag Delhi, New Krishna park,
Vikas Nagar, J] colony Madipur,
and Bhogal. ENS

and cooperation among states
and the Union government, “ris-
ing above political differences”,
to tide over the crisis.

“Even states will have to
work together. People of Delhi
should not be under the impres-
sion that what happens in
Maharashtra won't affect them
and vice-versa,” he added.

Kejriwal said the crisis of
shortage of PPE kits has eased a
bit, with the Centre supplying
27,000 kits. The Delhi govern-
ment also gets around 3,000 kits
daily as part of its order for 1.4
lakh PPEs through the Central
Procurement Agency.

Till Monday, hospitals in the
city designated to treat COVID-
19 patients had 4,000 kits in
their stock.

‘Stay home on
Shab-e-Barat’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

THE DELHI POLICE on Tuesday
appealed to the Muslim com-
munity in the national capital to
stay home on the occasion of
Shab-e-Barat, on Wednesday, to
prevent the spread of coron-
avirus.

People go to mosques and
visit the graves of their departed
ones on the occasion.

Additional Delhi Police PRO
Anil Mittal said, “We have al-
ready held meetings with reli-
gious leaders and distributed
pamphlets to educate people not
to break the rules of the lock-
down and stay home... elaborate
security arrangements have
been made.”

THE CITY
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‘Even if lockdown eased,
will need to be graded’

NEW DELHI,APRIL7

AS THE Delhi government pre-
pares to start conducting rapid
antibody tests in hotspots such
as Nizamuddin West and Dilshad
Garden, MALLICA JOSHI speaks
to DR S K SARIN, who heads the
panel on COVID-19 prepared-
ness, on the road ahead.

What role will the rapid
antibody tests play?

It is a good idea because the
test can give us a variety of data
that can help us understand the
disease and its impact better. The
swab test has a sensitivity of 60%.
DNAis extracted and a PCR test is
run. It is a laborious process but
adefinite one. Once the virus en-
ters the body, it will make anti-
bodies against the viral antigen.
These are IgM, produced in the
acute phase, and IgG antibodies,
produced when the virus starts
clearing. They may take 3-7 days
to develop. The test kits will be
able to tell us if a person was af-
fected acutely or if he has recov-
ered. If the infection is acute or
active, a person will have IgM an-
tibodies; if they have recovered,
they will have IgG antibodies.
You don’t have to take nasal
swabs, a blood test is enough.
The kit will help us get an idea
about the number of people who
have been infected.

What we are still trying to
understand is that if you have
been infected earlier and have
developed IgG antibodies, are
you protected against the dis-
ease? We will have to wait and
see if these people are still vul-
nerable. It is a good method, es-
pecially for those in quarantine.
In this test, it will take time to
find out whether someone has
contracted the disease as anti-
bodies take time to develop. In
swab tests, there is no need to
wait. There are 40,000 people in
quarantine in Delhi presently.

THE EXPRESS

WITH

DR SK SARIN
HEAD OF COVID-19 PANEL

Many of them can be asked to go
back home if the tests are nega-
tive. Right now, people who have
been in touch with someone
who was infected and have
symptoms are hospitalised and
tested and those without symp-
toms are quarantined. The test
can also tell us if someone has
been infected in the past but re-
mained asymptomatic.

What kind of a picture can
this testing give usin
hotspots?

Random testingisa goodidea
for nasal swab tests if there are
enough available. For those in
quarantine, antibody tests are a
good idea. Those who have been
in contact with patients or
healthcare workers should be the
first ones to be tested. The anti-
body tests can also give us data
about how people react to the
virus. Have the young made
more antibodies? What about
the response of the elderly or
those suffering from diabetes?
Who does not make any antibod-
ies? This will give us a clear pic-
ture about the body’s response in
different age groups with differ-
ent comorbidities for COVID-19.

Have we seen anything to
indicate that we are at the
stage of community spread in
Delhi so far?

It is very difficult to assess.
The New England Journal has a
study from South Korea where
asymptomatic patients have
been studied. To say we don’t
have community spread is not
easy. Presently, the number of
patients is increasing, but not to
the extent which was seen in
other countries. Cases so far can
be categorised as local transmis-
sion. We will have to monitor
what happens in the next three-
four days.If thereisn’t a spike, we
might have avoided stage 3 for
the time being. That said, we
need to be prepared for the
Worst.

Under these circumstances,
should the lockdown be
extended?

Lockdown is a concept that
has to be ingrained. It has to be
voluntary, even if not enforced
by the authorities. The one thing
Indians have done well is using
masks early on when the disease
started to spread, even before it
was advised. The extension of
the lockdown will be beneficial
as it will arrest the number of
deaths. Every life matters. If the
lockdown has to be eased, it
should be done ina graded man-
nerin areas that are not hotspots.
The hotspots should remain cor-
doned off.

The CM said that if there are
30,000 cases, Delhi will need
400 ventilators. What is the
calculation behind that?

Outof every 100 patients, 20
require hospitalisation. Of these,
around 2.3 patients require ven-
tilators and five require admis-
sion in ICUs. If we get 1,000 pa-
tients who stay for seven days,
we will need around 140 ventila-
tors. Some of them will be cured
and get discharged.
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LACK OF PPE,N95 MASKS A CONCERN

In line of fire, not

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

EVERY DAY after finishing his 12-
hour shiftata COVID-19 ward in
aDelhi government hospital, the
25-year-old nursing orderly re-
turns home — a cramped two-
room setup where he lives with
seven family members, includ-
ing his one-year-old niece. “I
heard doctors have been put up
atahotel, some inahostel, away
from their families so that infec-
tion doesn’t spread. I asked for it
too but was denied. Whatif I get
infected and pass it on to my
family members?” he asked.

The Indian Express spoke to
nursing officers and nursing or-
derlies across private and public
hospitalsin Delhi, many of whom
raised issues such as lack of per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE)
and N95 masks, a constant fear of
falling sick, no separate accom-
modation, and losing morale.

Rince Joseph, national work-
ing president of the United
Nurses’ Association, said,
“Elective surgeries were taking
place at several well-known pri-
vate hospitals until recently.
Private hospitals that don’t have
COVID-19 wards are not provid-
ing PPEs to staff.”

Joseph, a nursing officer at a
private hospital, said, “Health
workers have been putin theline
of fire without adequate gear”.

A senior nursing officer at a
Delhi government hospital, who
has been working ata COVID-19
ward since March 18, said those
coming in contact directly with
patients have been given PPEs,
while the rest have been asked
to make do with surgical masks
and OT gowns.

While accommodation for
nursing officers has been pro-
vided at a building next door, he

An officer passes through a
disinfection tunnel outside
the CRPF camp at RK Puram
on Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

hasn’t taken it up. “There are at
least eight people in each room,
and a common washroom. You
cannot put health workers deal-
ing with coronavirus patients in
the same room. So I go back
home daily,” he said. As soon as
he found out that his duty will be
in the COVID-19 ward, he
dropped his wife and children to
their village 250 km away.

On Monday, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan wrote to
his Delhi counterpart Arvind
Kejriwal, asking him to ensure
safety of nurses from Kerala work-
ing in the capital: “I would like to
draw your kind attention to the
situation which has been reported
tous regarding the plight of nurses
in Delhi. They are requesting that
necessary steps should be taken
to provide PPE and to provide sep-
arate and secure accommodation
to employees who are diagnosed
positive for coronavirus and those
who presently have no symp-
toms... We are now hearing the
news that some nurses are tested
as positive for coronavirus in
Delhi. We are receiving frantic
telephone calls from them and
their family members.”

LD Ram Chandani, general

secretary of Delhi Nurses
Federation, said, "If everyone
can't be given PPEs, at least pro-
vide them HIV dress kits, if they
are not directly in contact with
patients. The nursing staff, safai
karamchari have not even been
given N95 masks."

Another senior nursing offi-
cer who has been on COVID-19
duty since March 22 —first at the
airport where he screened pa-
tients, then at a government hos-
pital, and now at a centre in
Dwarka — said that “each health
worker, whether or not they are
dealing with a COVID-19 patient,
should be given an N95 mask at
least...Everyone’s first priority is
doctors, then nursing officers,
and if anything s left, the nursing
orderlies and safai karamcharis.”

“We saw on the news thatac-
commodation provision will be
made but there is nothing for us
so far... maybe for the doctors. My
wife and children live at a neigh-
bour’s house. I live alone now,”
said the senior nursing officer.

On Monday, 11 healthcare
workers, including nursing offi-
cers, at the Delhi State Cancer
Institute in Dilshad Garden
tested positive for coronavirus,
taking the total number of cases
atDSCIto 19. “Even after a doctor
tested positive, we had to beg for
PPE and threaten to stop work-
ing,” said a nursing officer there,
who tested negative.

Sofar, 35 healthcare workers,
including 20 nursing staff, have
tested positive in the capital.

A32-year-old nursing orderly,
whoearnsRs 13,000amonth,and
hasbeenunder home quarantine
since March 31 after finishing his
14-day duty at a COVID-19 ward,
said “My parents are elderly, so I
have tobe in completeisolation at
home... My mother packs my food
in disposable containers and
keeps them outside my room.”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

91 test positive, two more deaths —
enough gear: Nurses residents of Delhi Gate, Sadar Bazar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

DELHI SAW 51 fresh COVID-19
cases and two more deaths on
Tuesday, taking the toll in the
capital to nine.

Among the two dead are a
60-year old woman and a 70-
year-old man. The former, a res-
ident of Delhi Gate, was admit-
ted to RML, while the man, a
resident of Sadar Bazar, was hy-
pertensive and not admitted to
any hospital. The womandied on
April 1 and the man on April 4.

Of the new cases, four are
linked to the Markaz

Nizamuddin gathering from last
month. New cases of local trans-
mission and those with a history
of international travel are 35,
while cases under investigation
— for which local contacts are
being traced — are 12. Delhi has
recorded 576 cases so far.
Among those who tested pos-
itive is a 26-year-old technician
from Sir Ganga Ram Hospital. So
far, 35 healthcare workers in the
city have contracted the virus.
Last week, the hospital had quar-
antined 108 staff members, in-
cluding 20 doctors and 75 nurses,
after they came in contact with
two patients who showed no
coronavirus symptoms but later

CORONA COUNT
DELHI-NCR

698 9

CASES DEATHS

tested positive.

In Gurgaon, two people
tested positive, bringing the to-
tal number of cases in the district
t0 20. “One of them, a resident of
Pataudi, had attended the
Tablighi Jamaat gathering,” said
aspokesperson of the district ad-
ministration.

With alaboratory technician

who was part of the team deal-
ing with suspected patients at
the Civil Hospital also testing
positive, the health department
Tuesday launched a “disinfection
tunnel” at the entrance.

According to officials, a mix-
ture of sodium hypochlorite and
water will be sprayed on anyone
passing through the tunnel.

Haryana’s Nuh district
recorded 23 cases Tuesday — the
highest recorded by any district
in the state in a single day so far.
With a total of 37 people testing
positive, the district now has the
highest number of cases in
Haryana.

Of the new cases, officials said,

two each hail from Kerala, J&K,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and
Andhra Pradesh, five each from
Bihar and UP, one from Madhya
Pradesh, and two from Nuh.
“With so many cases in the
district, active surveillance will be
carried outin 36 villages that have
been marked as a containment
zone, and passive surveillance
will be done in 104 others that
have beenidentified as the buffer
zone,” said the spokesperson.
Uttar Pradesh’s Gautam
Buddh Nagar reported no new
cases on Tuesday. The district ad-
ministration has roped in six pri-
vate hospitals to make available
more beds and medical facilities.

72-year-old with comorbidities recovers, Lok
Nayak director says reason to remain hopeful

ASHNA BUTANI
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

MANMOHAN SINGH(72),one of
the oldest patients to have recov-
ered from COVID-19 so far in the
capital, was discharged from Lok
Nayak Hospital on Tuesday
morning. Before he left, Delhi
Health Minister Satyendar Jain
and hospital staff gathered on the
steps to wish him good health.

Singh was admitted to Lok
Nayak Hospital on March 31 with
symptoms of cold, cough and
chest congestion. “He has been
suffering from chest congestion
for six-seven years now, so we did
not suspect he had coronavirus.
We tried a few home remedies for
cold and cough but in vain,” said
his daughter-in-law Taranjeet
Kaur.

“When we took him to the
general physician, we were told

CRPF helps Mumbai watchman reach
Chandigarh to meet his ailing father

CHAHAT RANA
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 7

ONAPRIL 1, Mohammed Arif, 36,
who works as a watchman in
Mumbai, came to know that this
father, who lives with former's
wife and two childrenin Jammu,
had suffered a stroke. With no
public transport available due to
the lockdown, Arif decided to cy-
cle to native village in Rajouri
along the Line of Control (LoC).
“I'had no plan and barely any
money,” says Arif, who bor-
rowed a bicycle and started on
April 2 onthe 2,100-km journey.
Soon after Arif's father Wazir
Hussein, 60, suffered a stroke, he
was shifted to the local district
hospital. The hospital, however,
was not adequately equipped to
treat his condition, and Hussein
was sent back to his house.
Hussein’s relatives then called the
regional CRPF  helpline

Mohammed Arif with his ailing father at the PGIMER

emergency ward. Courtesy: CRPF

‘Madadgaar’, dedicated toresolve
issues regarding COVID-19 and
the lockdown.

“We decided to intervene to
ensure that the father received ad-
equate medical care,” said Nisar
Mohammed, commandant of
CRPF's 51 battalion in Chandigarh.
After learning about Hussein’s

condition, CRPF officials flew him
from Rajouri to Jammu ona chop-
per, from where they transported
him to Chandigarh via road.
Meanwhile, Arif started cy-
cling from Mumbai. On the way,
he shot avideo in which he spoke
about his resolve to reach his fa-
ther, which wentviral and caught

FIR F1LED, AIDE SAYS HE IS IN SELF-QUARANTINE

Maulana Saad, chief of the Tabligh millions, and his tryst with infamy

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

For a week now, there has been
no sign of Maulana Muhammad
Saad Kandhlawi, the head of the
Delhi-based Tablighi Jamaat
Markaz which ignored pro-
hibitory orders to go ahead with
its global congregation in
Nizamuddin last month, and is
now being blamed by health au-
thorities for the spread of
COVID-19 across the country.

Saad has not been seen since
March 31, the day Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal slammed the
Markaz gathering as “very irre-
sponsible” and “wrong’”.

That very day, Delhi Police
filed an FIR against Saad and
other members of the Tablighi
Jamaat under sections of the
Epidemic Disease Act and Indian
Penal Code for violating “govern-
ment directions given to the
management of the Markaz re-
garding restriction of social/ po-
litical/ religious gathering and for
taking safety measures, includ-

ing social distancing”.
Saad’s personal assistant M
Aleem claims the Tablighi

Jamaat chief is “at a relative’s

house in Delhi, under self-quar-
antine”. This flies in the face of
police claims that they have
been looking for Saad since the
day the FIR was registered.

Aleem told The Indian
Express, “His (Saad’s) great-
grandfather purchased land in-
side the Markaz premises many
decades ago and the family has
been living there since. But now
that it has been emptied,
Maulana Saab is at a relative’s
house in Delhi, under self-quar-
antine.” He says Saad is a “sim-
ple man who barely uses a
phone or any technology... and
has never had to deal with me-
dia, FIRs and lawyers”.

Police are approaching
YouTube to check on a 28-
minute clip — uploaded on
March 20 on a channel called
Delhi Markaz — in which a per-
son, said to be Saad, is heard say-
ing “if someone says lock
mosques or that by staying here,

the disease will spread...remove
that thought from your heart...
veham baith gaya hai bimaari ka,
baith gaya nahin, baithaya gaya
hai (a misconception has been
spread about the disease).”

Advocate Shahid Ali, whorep-
resents the Markaz and members
of Tablighi Jamaat, says, “The Delhi
Markaz does not have a YouTube
channel.Infact, the Markaz hasno
social media account on Twitter,
Facebook or Instagram. This is not
the Maulana’s audio clip, we have
no idea who this is or who up-
loaded it.”

Police are not buying this, nor
the explanation on Saad’s
whereabouts. “We have not
been able to trace the Maulana,
his lawyers keep saying he is un-
der self-quarantine. The
Maulana has not come forward
yet and the lawyers say he is in
Delhi. Efforts are on to trace
him,” says a senior police officer.

So, whois Saad? How did he
become the head of an organisa-
tion with footprints across the
world?

Cutto 1995, a quarter century

the attention of CRPFE,

Arifreached Vadodarainthree
days when the local CRPF unit
caught up with himand provided
him shelter. “They tried to per-
suade me to stay there, saying that
my father had been shifted to
Chandigarh and would receive the
best possible treatment, but I still
wanted to see my father,” said Arif.

The CRPF camp went a step
ahead and decided to take on the
task of reuniting Arif with his fa-
ther. “From Vadodara, the local
unit dropped Arif off at
Ahmedabad, and from there an-
other local unit transported him
to Ludhiana and so on until he
reached Chandigarh,” said
Mohammed, the CRPF comman-
dant from Chandigarh.

Thanks to the CRPF, Arif is now
by his father's bedside. “He is do-
ing better, but he can’t even talk
anymore, it is difficult to see him
like this,” he said, his voice break-
ing with emotion.

The staff at Lok Nayak Hospital and Health Minister Satyendar
Jain with 72-year-old Manmohan Singh, Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

to geta COVID-19 test done from
a private lab in Gurgaon. We
opted for the home-testing facil-
ity. The result came out on March
30; itwas positive for coronavirus.
This came as a shock as none of
us have a recent travel history. In
fact,he used to stay athome even

14-month-old

baby dies of
corona in Gujarat

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 7

A 14-MONTH-OLD baby, who
became the first COVID-19 case
in Gujarat's Jamnagar when he
tested positive for the virus on
Sunday, died due to kidney and
liver failure as well as sepsis on
Tuesday evening, Jamnagar dis-
trict collector Ravi Shankar said.

“The baby was immediately
put on ventilator when he was
brought in and at the time the
doctors had said that going by his
condition, itwas amatter of hours.
However the baby managed to
survive for two days.

“The baby was also tested on
Tuesday morning but the results
came inconclusive because the
baby was bleeding from his
mouth and nose,” said Shankar.

The parents, migrants from
Uttar Pradesh, have been quar-
antined, officials said.

Maulana Saad is the amir of the Tablighi Jamaat,
headquartered in New Delhi’s Nizamuddin area. Tashi Tobgyal

before its tryst with infamy. That
was the year Saad, then a 30-
year-old, took charge of the
Tablighi Jamaat, an apolitical, so-
cio-religious movement
founded in 1925 by his great-
grandfather Muhammad Ilyas
Kandhlawiin Mewat in present-
day Haryana.

Kandhlawi is a pointer to the
family’s roots — Saad’s great-
grandfather was born in

Kandhla, a small town near
Muzaffarnagar in western Uttar
Pradesh.

The movement that Ilyas
founded wasin response towhat
was described as “deterioration
of Islamic values” among
Muslims. It called for a return to
the practice of Islam as existed
during the lifetime of the Prophet.
With members travelling to lands
far and wide, the word spread —

before the lockdown,” she said.
Taranjeet said Singh was kept
in a private ward for a few days
before being shifted to a ward
with two-three other patients.
“We spoke to him over the phone
afew times... We stayed in touch
with the doctors, who assured us

the situation was under control.”

Singh’s son Preetmohan said
the family had sleepless nights as
his father suffered from various
ailments such as high blood pres-
sure, cholesterol, thyroid and
chest congestion: “There was the
age factor as well. We had read
the elderly with other ailments
are more at risk. But on April 3,
doctors told us his fever had
started coming down.”

“We were informed last night
that he would be released today.
Itis such arelief to have him back
home. He is resting and has his
breathing tube on,” said
Preetmohan.

In a post on Instagram, Jain
wrote: “lam relieved to announce
that he (Singh)is now in full spir-
its and has been discharged re-
cently. He fought the virus despite
having several underlying prob-
lems like high rate of blood pres-
sure, uric acid and cholesterol.

Wishing him and his family a
healthy journey ahead!”

Lok Nayak Hospital director ] C
Passey said, “When he was ad-
mitted, he tested positive. He had
all the symptoms — fever, cough,
cold and breathlessness. He re-
ceived oxygen support at the hos-
pital. After he was admitted, we
conducted a test, the results of
which were negative. We only
discharge people after two tests
have been conducted. After the
second test result was negative,
we decided todischarge him.The
message that we want to give is
thata72-year-old with anumber
of ailments has recovered, so peo-
ple should remain hopeful.”

On his stay at the hospital, the
family said Singh faced a few dif-
ficulties as he was not used to
sharinga common toilet. “He was
also in a common ward and we
were concerned about that,” said
Taranjeet.

BMC orders 80k PPEs; to start
antibody tests for its workers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 7

THE BRIHANMUMBAI Municipal
Corporation has placed an order
80,000 pieces of personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE), BMC com-
missioner Praveen Pardeshi told
The Indian Express.

“We have 15,000 PPEs. They
are not enough. We have givenan
order of 80,000 and, fortunately,
private planes from big corpora-
tions have lined up to bring them
here...” he said.

Lack of PPEs is one of the
biggest concerns of healthcare
workers fighting the coronavirus
pandemic across the country.

In two weeks time, the BMC
will also begin conducting Rapid
Antibody tests’ forits 5,000 health
staff workers. The test checks fora
COVID-19infection by ascertain-
ingwhether the person has devel-
oped antibodies againstit. It takes

the Tablighi Jamaat following is
today estimated to be in millions,
across continents.

According to Saad’s aide
Aleem, the global headquarters
or the Markaz was set up at the
Banglewali Masjid in Delhi’s
Nizamuddin area after Saad’s
forefathers purchased land
there. It has been the family
home for decades.

Saad has five children — three
sons and two daughters. His two
elder sons are married and teach
atthe madrasa inside the Markaz.

The Markaz, according to one
of its officials, is a five-storey
structure withabasementand a
terrace. “There are 200 toilets,
and 300 taps for wazu (to wash
hands before prayers). There is
an open kitchen and two small
water bodies inside. It also has
the madrasa and the residence
of Maulana Saad.”

The Tablighi Jamaat, accord-
ing to Professor Shail Mayaram
of the Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies, is “a trans-
national religious regime which
believes in monotheism and be-

BMC
commissioner
Praveen
Pardeshi

less than 30 minutes. Pardeshi
said the BMC will first test its
health staff.

Depending upon the test re-
sults, the civic body will then di-
vide the health workers staff into
two categories — those who
tested positive for antibodies will
work at the four COVID hospitals
and others will be appointed as of-
fice staff for administrative work.

“..Though these tests cannot
affirmif a personis COVID-19 pos-
itive or not , what they do affirm
is presence of antibodies and pres-
ence of antibodies helps us under-
stand who will be able to face the
viral attack,” Pardeshi said.

Mumbai had 642 positive
COVID-19 cases (including 40

lieves that only Allah is divine.
They are apolitical. Maulana
[lyasi founded in Mewat with the
sole purpose of teaching
Muslims how to be ideal
Muslims. They are not against
the dargah, they just don’t regard
them as people who are divine.”

Partition in 1947 made it
hard for Jamaat members to
journey across the borders, so
Pakistan had its own Tablighi
Jamaat headquarters in Raiwind.

Yet members of the Jamaat,
according to Mayaram, consider
the Nizamuddin Markaz as their
global headquarters. “They are not
rival groups. Tablighi Jamaatis not
interested in siyasat or politics. So
even when Bangladesh was
formed, the global headquarters
of the Tablighi Jamaat remained
the Nizamuddin Markaz.”

In 2015, the leadership of the
Tablighi Jamaat split with one
small faction demanding that a
“committee lead the Tablighi
Jamaat and not an individual”.

“While the Tablighi Jamaat
believes a man mustlead it, a fac-
tion broke away because they

dead)reported till Tuesday night,
with 116 casesreported in the last
24 hours — the highest jump in
cases for the city. Pardeshi attrib-
uted the spike to the number of
cases to its “aggressive approach
to tracing rather than reacting”.

Pardeshi highlighted that the
present challenge in terms of
quarantine, is logistics and hospi-
tality at the quarantine centres.In
addition to its hospitals, BMC has
requisitioned 10,000 vacant
rooms inlodges, halls, rooms and
turned them into quarantine cen-
tres, mostly those from densely
populated areas who would find
14-days compulsory quarantine
impossible in their homes.

In addition, to motivate and
support front-line workers and
other civic body staff, Pardeshi
said he would give a daily al-
lowance of Rs 300 to its staff. For
ward boys, the civic body is giving
a package of Rs 1,500 grain
coupons.

wanted a committee or a shura
tolead,” says Aleem. The break-
away faction, called the Shura-e-
Jamaat, set up its headquarters
in Delhi’s Turkman Gate — it ad-
hered to the lockdown in March.

The movement’s apolitical
nature, ever since the days of the
British Raj, also became the rea-
son forits growth. It flourished in
lands beyond the sub-continent.

According to Zafarul Islam
Khan, chairman of the Delhi
Minority Commission, the
Tablighi Jamaat has had nothing
to do with politics or worldly
matters, and “hence, has caused
no trouble to successive govern-
ments because they never com-
mented on anything political re-
lated to the Indian Muslim
community”.

“They only concentrate on
Allah... They believe that if you
areintrouble orin good times, it’s
all because of God, and if there is
a misfortune or illness, then one
shouldn’t complain because it’s
what Allah has done,” he says.

For now, the Tablighi Jamaat
isin trouble.
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Workers deliver LPG
cylinders in areas of
Shimla on Tuesday.
Pradeep Kumar

ODISHA
Odisha
reports
first death

Bhubaneswar:  Odisha
reported its first COVID-19
fatality as a 72-year-old
man died on Monday,
officials said on Tuesday.
The report confirming that
he tested positive for the
virus arrived on Tuesday.

The man from
Bhubaneswar was
admitted to AIIMS on April

4 with complaint of
respiratory distress, they
said. He had a history of
chronic hypertension and
died on April 6, the Health
and Family Welfare
department tweeted. PTI

TELANGANA
Constable
tests positive,
17quarantined

Hyderabad: A  head
constable has tested
positive for coronavirus,
officials said Tuesday. The
56-year-old, attached to
Saifabad police station, is
undergoing treatment at a
state-run hospital here,
they said. “The constable
was admitted to the
hospital on Saturday and
on Monday his test report
confirmed he wasinfected,”
they said. Samples of as
many as 17 personnel in his
station were collected and
they were asked to remain
inself-quarantine. PTI

MAHARASHTRA
Breach Candy
nurse tests
positive

Mumbai: The Breach Candy
Hospital here has initiated
testing for all staffers after a
nurse tested positive for
COVID-19 at the hospital
on Monday. BMC officials
said they will wait for the
test reports before taking a
decision on whether the
hospital should be de-
clared as a containment
zone. A technician at the
hospital had earlier tested
positive. Wockhardt hospi-
tal, Jaslok hospital and Sai
hospital were declared
containment zones over
the last week amid arisein
cases. ENS

J&K reports
third death

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, APRIL 7

JAMMU AND Kashmir Tuesday
reported its third coronavirus
death after a 54-year-old fruit
trader from Bandipora district’s
Gund Jehangir village died in a
Srinagar hospital on Monday
night. He had no specific travel
history, barring a recent visit to
adoctor in Sopore.

A senior doctor at Srinagar’s
Shri Maharaja Hari Singh Hospital
said the man was diabetic and
was admitted with complaints of
breathlessness, fever and cough
on Monday afternoon. “He suf-
fered respiratory arrest and died
around 10 pm,” said the doctor.
The test report confirmed coron-
avirus infection on Tuesday.

J&K spokesperson Rohit Kansal
said that 15 fresh cases were re-
ported from J&K on Tuesday.

‘India needs extensive ramp-up of testing... | ockdown can

lockdown isn’t a cure, just reduces burden’

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

AS INDIA decides its post-lock-
down steps, Harvard Global
Health Institute’s Faculty
Director ASHISH JHA says that
any exit strategy is meaningless
if the country doesn’t first test
enough to determine accurate
hotspots. Arguing that India is
currently witnessing more
transmission than what is being
reported, he worries about risk-
ing a massive outbreak in mid-
May and another six-week lock-
down in late-May.

You said April 1, that in three
to six weeks, Europe and
America will continue (as
Covid hotspots) but you
“don’t doubt that the centre
will move to places like
Mumbai, Rio de Janeiro, and
Monrovia.” So what are the
potential options now for
India? How does one balance
economics and health in this
country?

Iam not sure thereis a trade-
off between health and econom-
ics. If you think about daily-wage
workers across India who are not
getting paid, many of them are

suffering from health issues.
When you do something like a
lockdown, you are doing it for
health issues but you actually
have to remember that the eco-
nomic costs of lockdowns have
massive health effects.

Butif youflipit,and you open
things up, of course, for a short
period of time, the economy will
go back but what will happen is
that as the number of cases spike
and as hospitals get over-
whelmed, that will also have a
big negative impact on the econ-
omy. Who will want to go out to
restaurants and hotels if there
are tens of thousands of people
in all hospitals across India? Or
even, hundreds of thousands of
people dying?

We have a dilemma where if
you focus on health, you will have
not just negative economic ef-
fects, but negative health effects.
And if you focus on the economy,
you’'ll not only have negative
health effects, but you will also
end up hurting the economy. We
have to find a third path that lets
the economy stay relatively open
and lets the health issues rela-
tively well managed. I think that
third path is possible, but I think
it’s going to be very difficult in a
place like India.

Karnataka minister: No
decision yet on lockdown

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, APRIL7

THE KARNATAKA government is
yet to take a decision on extend-
ing the nationwide lockdown in
the state and is holding talks
with health experts to decide on
the course of action when the
21-day ends on April 14, School
Education Minister S Suresh
Kumar said on Tuesday.

“Talks are going on with health
experts suchas Dr Devi Shetty and
DrCN Manjunath on the way for-
ward. Nodecision has been taken
for extending the lockdown as of
today,” Kumar said.

A report from the experts is
awaited in a few days and this
would be used to make a deci-
sion, he said.

Kumar indicated that with 12
of 30 districts reporting no sus-
pected cases of COVID-19, and
with three hotspots —
Gauribidanur, Nanjangud and
Bhatkal — reporting no fresh cases
inthelast several days, the govern-
ment may consider different op-
tions for different parts of the state.

Secretaries appointed as in-
charge of each district to look at
infrastructure and resources for
COVID-19 would also provide re-
ports before a decision is taken,
Kumar said.

Chhattisgarh minister
against easing curbs

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

CHHATTISGARH HEALTH
Minister T S Singhdeo on
Tuesday said he is not in favour
of the Centre easing the lock-
down at this point. The state has
reported 10 COVID-19 cases so
far and nine of the patients have
recovered.

Singhdeo argued thatin a
state like Chhattisgarh, which
has tribal areas affected by Left-
Wing extremism and where ac-
cess to healthcare and connec-
tivity is low, the margin for error

is limited. “If we sacrifice even
one life for two weeks of eco-
nomic activity, I will stand by
that one life,” he said.

Speaking to The Indian
Express over the phone, he said,
“In my opinion, we must be
conservative about the lock-
down and not lift it, especially
in view of the opinion of ex-
perts of international and na-
tional repute. They are saying
that India is a month behind
the US, and we are likely to be
hit hard in last week of April,
first week of May. So we should
continue with the lockdown for
a little while.”

THEEXPRESS
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ASHISH JHA
FACULTY DIRECTOR,
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Decision-makers are discussing
potential exit strategies, perhaps
gradual... or focusing on a fur-
therlockdown only in hotspots.

If you say, let’s only keep
hotspots locked down. My first
question is, how do you know
which places are hotspots? If a
place is not doing a lot of testing
and doesn’t have alot of cases, that

doesn’t mean it’s not a hotspot.
Until you have very extensive test-
ing, you can’t tell me that Bihar
only has somany cases. No,Ineed
to know how much testing is hap-
pening to know how many cases
are actually there...

India’s first strategy has to be
an extensive ramp up of testing.
As of yesterday, India had done 1
lakh tests. That’s nothing for the
size of India. They need to be do-
ing at least 10 times as many per
day. Now, that’s hard. You got to
ramp up the private sector.It's go-
ing to be a lot of work. But the
problemis thatif youdon'tdo that
you can't stay inlockdown forever.

Lockdown doesn’t cure the
disease. Itjust reduces the burden.
But it doesn’t eliminate it. A lock-
downisnotacure.

The biggest problem (with the
disease)is thatany action you take
today, you will not see the effect
of that for three weeks. So, imag-
ine on April 14, if the country de-
cides nomore lockdown. April 21,
everything will look great. April
28, people will be celebrating that
we have beaten coronavirus. By
early May, you will see spikes in
cases. By mid-May, it will be wide-
spread across India. And by late
may, another lockdown that has
to be six weeks and it will be a

huge challenge.
That is the scenario to avoid.

The basic solution you are
giving is testing. ICMR says the
country can’t waste resources
on futile testing,and thata
random surveillance approach
of severe respiratory illnesses
across the country would
show if the disease was
spreading. What is your take
on this testing strategy froma
fewweeks ago?

Yes, you should be testing peo-
ple who are high risk, or people
with pneumonia or respiratory
distress. But you actually also
want to be testing people with
mild disease. You also want to be
testing people who have been in
contact with mild disease. You
alsowant tobe buildingup asam-
ple of relatively healthy people.

For the last month we have
known thatbetween 20 to 25 per-
centof transmission happens be-
tween asymptomatic people. You
will never pick them up unless
you are doinga certainamount of
random sampling in that commu-
nity. That's not American strategy
ortalian strategy. That’sa human
strategy.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

DISTANCING: People wait for their turn outside a bank in Ganderbal. Shuaib Masoodi
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only be lifted
in phases:

Rajasthan CM

Punjab may relax curbs for farmers

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,APRIL7

AS THE Central and state govern-
ments began working on exit
strategies for the coronavirus lock-
down and other restrictions,
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot Tuesday said the lockdown
can only be withdrawn in phases
and not in one go. He said saving
livesis the mostimportant task at
this juncture and argued ruthless
containment is the key to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.

Talking to The Indian Express,
Punjab Health Minister Balbir
Singh Sidhu too said the state is
not in a position to lift the curfew
completely. With the beginning of
the harvest season, he said the
state may consider easing some
restrictions for farmers to ensure
that harvestis carried out without
much difficulty.

Gehlot said the lockdown
should be lifted in a phased man-
ner.“Evenifthelockdownislifted...
it will not be lifted in one go... We
haveimposed curfewinatleast40
places... it will not be lifted in one
go... we will have to lift it phase-
wise... Whatever decision we take
will be taken after applying our
mind thoroughly,” he told a
Congress press conference
through video conferencing from
Jaipur. Everything, he said, will de-
pend on feedback the government
receives from across the state.

“Everythingis shut because of
the lockdown. You can under-
stand where we are heading eco-
nomically. The entire country is
worried... but saving lives is also
very important,” Gehlot said.

“During our meeting with the
Prime Minister... it was said that
the Prime Minister would like to
know the views of the states.. . So

Ashok Gehlot

we have set up two task forces to
think about how to lift the lock-
down, in how many phases...and
another oneconomicrecovery....
how to bring the economy back
on track,” the Rajasthan CM said.

Sidhu said Punjab is doing
everything it can to check the
spread of the disease. “When we
stumble upon one case... we are
going for extensive contact trac-
ing. That is why the cases are in-
creasing... Punjab hasalarge num-
ber of migrant workers and NRIs.
The Cabinet will meet around
April 10-11... by then the picture
will be clear... the crop season is
alsouponus... thatisalso veryim-
portant... we had imposed cur-
few.. we may make some
changes... some relaxation... may
allow some category of people...
like farmers,” he said.

Both Rajasthan and Punjab
have witnessed cases linked to
the Tablighi Jamaat congregation
in Delhi. Gehlot demanded a
probe by a sitting or a retired
Supreme Court judge to find out
the truth and fix accountability.
Referring to communal remarks
over the incident, he said an envi-
ronment is being created whichis
not good for India’s struggle
against COVID-19.

End lockdown in phased manner: exit strategy paper

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

ISOLATE THE country’s districts
based on a coronavirus-active
casesrisk profile; keep the elderly
confined to homes; do not allow
congregation of more than 50
people; prohibit religious, politi-
cal gatherings in high-risk areas;
open up inter-state travel be-
tween less-affected districts —
and with varying degrees of re-
strictions; and allow life to get
back tonormalin the rest of India.

Thisis the broad strategy to lift

Assam MLA held for sedition over
‘communal’ remarks on quarantine

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, APRIL7

AN ASSAM MLA was arrested and
booked for sedition on Tuesday
for allegedly making communal
statements in an audio clip and
sharing it on social media, the po-
lice said.

Aminul Islam, All India United
Democratic Front (AIUDF) MLA
from Dhing constituency in
Nagaon district, purportedly said
in the audio clip that quarantine
centres in Assam are “worse”
than the state’s detention centres
for undocumented migrants. He
also alleged that the government
is “conspiring” against Muslims
and putting those associated
with the Tablighi Jamaat into

isolation. According to the clip, he
alleged that the state could kill a
person in quarantine and then
say that the person died “due to
coronavirus”.

The police said Aminul has
confessed to having made the re-
marks. His party AIUDF con-
demned the statement and dis-
tanced itself fromit.

The police received a com-
plaint on Monday evening about
the audio clip. Aminul was inter-
rogated, and subsequently ar-
rested around 1 am Tuesday. He
is under judicial custody. The po-
lice have informed the Assembly
Speaker about the developments.

Nagaon SP Gaurav Abhijit Dilip
said: “The clip was also on his mo-
bile phone, and he accepted that
he forwarded it to many people.”

Dilip said: “The clip is highly
communal and questions the sec-
ular fabric of the Indian state. He
has been booked under several
Sections of the IPC — 120B (crimi-
nal conspiracy), 153A (promoting
enmity), 124A (sedition)and 295A
(act intended to outrage religious
feelings, etc) —and Sections of the
Disaster Management Act.”

AIUDF general secretary
AminulIslam said, “Itis highly un-
fortunate that our party’s legisla-
tor made such a statement when
the whole world and the nationis
fighting against this virus... The
law will take its own course.” But,
headded, thelawisequal forall —
“even for political leaders who are
allegedly making comments tar-
geting Muslims over the Tablighi
Jamaatevent”.

1 death, 09 fresh cases in Tamil Nadu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, APRIL7

SIXTY-NINE fresh cases of COVID-
19 were reported in Tamil Nadu
onTuesday, taking the total num-
ber of cases in the state to 690.The
state also reported the death of a
63-year-old woman in Chennai,
taking its COVID-19 toll to seven.

The state health department

told the media that 63 of these
cases are related to a “single
source event”, apparently refer-
ring to cases linked to the Tablighi
Jamaat congregation in Delhi.
The six other cases include
three from a family which came
into contact with a person who
had an inter-state travel history.
Observing that the Chennai
woman died hours after her ad-
mission to a government hospital

with respiratory issues, state
Health Secretary Beela Rajesh said
an expert committee has been
formed to look into such cases.

The state has tested a total of
5,305 samples so far and results
of 201 samples are awaited.

A health bulletin said 1,864
people are in the state’s COVID-
19 isolation wards and 91,851
people in home quarantine
across the state.

the countrywide lockdown in a
phased manner suggested in a
detailed paper, titled “Exit
Strategy for COVID-19 Lockdown”
and prepared by the Centre for
Disaster Management and
Training of the Indian Railways’
Institute of  Transport
Management (IRITM), Lucknow.

The paper hasbeensenttothe
Railway Board. It has been also
shared with NITI Aayog vice-
chairmanRajiv Kumar, itislearnt.

Instead of a one-size-fits-all
exit strategy, the paper proposes
to scientifically identify districts
with higher COVID-19 vulnerabil-

ity,and isolate them from the rest
of the country, and allow eco-
nomic activity toresume after the
21-day lockdown ends.

For instance, states classified
as ones with “low vulnerability”
— those with up to five active
COVID-19 cases, no new reported
case in the last seven days; or
where the density of active cases
is .01 per million population, and
cases arerestricted to just one dis-
trict minus any major urban cen-
tre — are proposed to be brought
back to normalcy as far as possi-
ble, with certain do’s and don’ts.

Forexample, inlow-riskareas,

Suspend Central Vista
plan, ban govt ads in
media: Sonia to PM

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,APRIL7

ON THE eve of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s meeting with
leaders of various political parties,
Congress president Sonia Gandhi
onTuesday wrote to him, suggest-
ing a series of “austerity meas-
ures” to divert funds for battling
the coronavirus outbreak.

She asked the Prime Minister
to suspend the Rs 20,000 crore
Central Vista beautification project
and impose a ban on government
advertisements in the media for
two years. She also supported the
government’s decision to cut MPs’
salaries by 30 per cent.

The Prime Minister spoke to
Sonia on Sunday, seeking her
party’s cooperation in the meas-
ures the government is taking to
contain the outbreak. He had also
sought her suggestions to meet
the challenge.

Arguing that “austerity meas-
ures” are the “need of the hour”,
she suggested five steps, the first
being a “complete ban on media
advertisements — television, print
and online — by the Government
and Public Sectors Undertakings
fora period of two years”.

Sonia Gandhi wrote to PM

The only exceptions, she said,
should be advisories for COVID-
19 or issues relating to public
health. “Given that the Central
government currently spends an
average of Rs 1,250 crore per year
onmediaadvertisements (notin-
cluding an equal or greater
amount spent by PSUs and gov-
ernment companies), this will free
up asubstantialamount to allevi-
ate the economic and social im-
pacts of COVID-19,” she said.

Secondly, she said, “...suspend
the Rs 20,000 crore Central Vista
beautification and construction
project forthwith. At a time like
this, such an outlay seems self-
indulgent... This sum could in-
stead be allocated towards con-
structing new  hospital
infrastructure and diagnostics...”

no permission may be required to
operate essential services,and in-
ter-state passenger travel can be
permitted in railways, roadways
and waterways, provided that ei-
ther the transit route or the desti-
nation does not involve high-risk
places. Domestic airline services
can operate among these places,
it suggests.

It proposes public transport to
be run with half capacity, while in-
dustries, factories and mines can
be opened in unaffected districts,
provided workers and staff are
available within the state and no
inter-state movementis involved.

“To facilitate agricultural har-
vest, transport of labourers from
unaffected districts to necessary
destinations should be facilitated
by the State,” it says. It says places
of worship canbe opened inlow-
risk areas provided mass congre-
gation is avoided.

The paper is co-authored by
Rishi Raghav, an Indian Railway
Traffic Service officer undergoing
training at IRITM, and his batch-
mates at the institute Sagar
Chahar, a doctor, and Desai Neha
Diwakar, alawyer.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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MP gets new Health chief;

DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

CORONA IDEA

WITH EVERY BJP leader asked to come up with novel ideas to
fight coronavirus, party vice-president and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Vinay Sahasrabudhe has developed a platform to connect
those who provide help and those seeking help.
Sahasrabudhe, who is active with the Rambhau Mhalgi
Prabodhini (RMP), got together with another outfit, the
Connecting Dreams Foundation (CDF), and created the ‘1 Can
India Co-Win Action Network’, which will support people who
need help getsitina short span of time from the pool of those
who are ready to provide it. With volunteers READY —- around
2,000 already in —- the platform s said to have already helped
around 10,000 people. The platform also trains “Covid
Warriors” to work on the ground.

Curs To MOVE ON

THE LOK Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats on Tuesday is-
sued gazette notification reducing constituency and station-
ary allowance of MPs by 30 per cent. States have also started
following the Centre’s move to cut salaries of ministers and
legislators in the middle of the pandemic. While Himachal
Pradesh and Tripura governments announced their decisions
to deduct 30 per cent salaries of ministers and MLAs, Uttar
Pradesh is set to take a decision of this effect on Wednesday.

BATCHMATES IN FIGHT

IN AN interesting coincidence, four IAS officers of 1983 batch
are playing a pivotal role in India’s COVID-19 battle. Health
Secretary Preeti Sudan is of the Andhra Pradesh cadre,
Environment Secretary CK Mishra, who is leading an empow-
ered group on isolation beds, etc, is of Bihar cadre, while
among the officers in the PMO overseeing all this are advisers
Bhaskar Khulbe of West Bengal cadre and Amarjeet Sinha of

Bihar cadre.

Mehbooba moved home,
residence is subsidiary jail

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, APRIL 7

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministration on Tuesday shifted
former chief minister and PDP
president Mehbooba Mufti, who
is in detention under the Public
Safety Act (PSA), to her official
residence in Srinagar.

Mufti’s residence has been
declared as a subsidiary jail.

The decision, in the wake of
the coronavirus pandemic, hints
that sheis unlikely to be released
soon even as there is a growing
clamour for her release.

On Tuesday morning, J&K
Home Secretary Shaleen Kabra
issued an order declaring Mufti’s
residence as a subsidiary jail.

While she was being relo-
cated soon after, the police did
notallow the PDP chief to talk to
journalists. Her daughter Iltija
Mufti told The Indian Express that
the police are not allowing any-
one to enter her residence.

Reacting to the development,
former CM and National
Conference vice-president Omar
Abdullah tweeted, “Mehbooba
Mufti must be set free. Shifting
her home while continuing to
keep her detained is a cop out.”

rights panel seeks reply

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, APRIL7

ON A day the State Human
Rights Commission (SHRC)
asked Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment to explain why bureau-
crats working with the Health
Department were not moved to
hospital isolation wards after
testing positive for COVID-19,
and what action has been taken
against officials who failed to do
so, the state government late on
Tuesday gave Additional Chief
Secretary Mohammed Suleman
the charge of Health
Department.

The 1989-batch IAS officeris
senior to Pallavi Jain Govil, the
1994-batch officer who held the
responsibility until Tuesday and
is one of the officers who have
tested positive.

Her decision to continue at
work even on Sunday has been
criticised by Congress leaders in
the state.

A government spokesman

said Govil has not been removed.
“She is unavailable because she
has tested positive,” he said. The
government had kept a second
line of officers ready for any such
eventuality, the spokesperson
said.

Sudama Khade,a 2006-batch
officer, was made director
(health).

Health Commissioner Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai said a probe has
been ordered on how so many
staff in the Health Directorate got
infected with the virus.

Earlier in the day, SHRC asked
the government toreply by 5 pm
Thursday. It sought details such
as date and time of their test re-
ports, why the officials were not
moved toisolation wards imme-
diately after testing positive, the
number of other Health officials
who were in touch with them,
details of district officials respon-
sible for admitting them, and ac-
tion taken against such officials.

An IAS officer, part of the
team tasked to deal with drugs,
equipments and logistics, tested

MOOD IN BIHAR QUARANTINE CAMPS

‘Hum toh corona ko chabaa jayenge’

SANTOSH SINGH
HETANPUR, PATLAPUR,
GANGHARA (PATNA), APRIL 6

PAPPU KUMAR, 22, sits on the
edge of his bed in a classroom at
the Madhopur Middle School in
Hetanpur panchayat, thumbing
his smartphone. Days before the
March 24 lockdown, Pappu, a
labourer at a flour mill in
Chandigarh, came home to
Hentanpur village, 15 km from
Patna, only to be asked to stay in
the school-turned-quarantine
centre for 14 days. There are
about a dozen other beds in his
room, and they are empty.

Of about 1.8 lakh migrant
workers who returned to the
state before or during the lock-
down, about 27,300 who came
after March 17 were sent to 3,115
schools and panchayat bhawans
that were converted into quar-
antine centres.

According to protocol, the
state health department has to
test samples of those displaying
symptoms. About 55,000 of the
27,300 migrants had returned
from the COVID-19 “hotspot”
states of Maharashtra, Kerala,
Karnataka and Delhi, and these
people were to be continuously
monitored and screened for
symptoms. The other migrants
have been told to stay in “home
quarantine”.

But that’s on paper. The

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (Online) NO.: CIPET_HO/Pur./Ten.01/2020-21

CIPET Invites Technical & Commercial Bids separately item wise from the reputed
Suppliers / Manufacturers for the supply and installation of Processing, Testing, R & D
Equipments and Software for various CIPET centres. Interested & Eligible Bidders are
requested to apply through E-Tender (online) website:www.tenderwizard.com/CIPET.
Complete details on technical specifications and commercials terms are also available
at CIPET website & CPPP. CIPET reserves the right to accept or reject any or all

tenders either in part or in full without assigning any reasons thereof.

Last Date for submission of the Bid
Opening of Technical Bids
Opening of Commercial Bids

: 11/05/2020, at 03:00pm
: 12/05/2020, at 10:00am
: After Evaluation of Technical Bids

For further clarifications, please contact 044 22254780, 788, Extn: 240 & 242

Principal Director (Technical)

positive last Wednesday. Then
Principal Secretary (Health)
Govil subsequently tested posi-
tive. She continued to work, stat-
ing that her health was fine.

Unlike others who tested
positive, the district administra-
tion did not paste the “do not
visit” notice on homes of senior
officials. While Govil and an-
other officer moved to a hospi-
tal after being asked by the Chief
Secretary, a deputy director re-
lented only when threatened
with suspension.

Govil told The Indian Express
on Tuesday that she was still
working (from isolation room)
because sheis fitand showed no
symptoms. She said hospital
beds are precious and should be
reserved for those with need
them the most.

On the charge that she re-
fused to get admitted, Govil said
she was disciplined and com-
plied with the chief secretary’s
instructions on hospitalisation.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

At the quarantine centre set up for migrants at Havaspur
High School in Patlapur panchayat near Patna. Santosh Singh

Indian Express visited three of
five quarantine centres in the
Danapur riverine area — which
has six panchayats and a com-
bined population of 80,000, with
almost every household having
atleast one person working out-
side the state — and found most
of the migrants on the 14-day
quarantine list missing,.

MIDDLE SCHOOL, Madhopur,
Hetenpur panchayat
PRESENT: 1/20 on quarantine list
Two rooms at the school have
been set aside to accommodate
the 20 migrants who have been
placed under quarantine.
Wearing a mask, school
teacher Arvind Kumar says
Pappu Kumar is the only inmate

present at the quarantine centre
at that time. Opening the door to
the second room, Arvind says,
“There are 20 people who are
supposed to be here. But right
now, there is only one person.
The others are out working in
their fields.”

Jitendra Kumar, 22, is hang-
ing out here.Isn’'t he supposed to
be home? “Corona? Hum to co-
rona ko chaba jayenge. Humlog
mehnat karne wale aadmi hain,
shaharwalon ki tarah najuk nahin.
Humlogon ka corona kuchh nahi
bigaad sakta hai (We will chew
this coronavirus alive. We are
hard-working, not delicate like
townspeople. Corona can do
nothing to us).”

A couple of hours later, this
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Muslim leaders urge
social distancing on
Shab-e-Bara’at

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

WITH THE Tablighi Jamaat gath-
ering in the Capital last month
emerging asa COVID-19 hotspot,
many Muslim leaders, across
sects, have issued a joint appeal
asking members of the commu-
nity to refrain from any kind of
fraternising or physical congre-
gation on Shab-e-Bara’at which
falls on April 8- 9.

“An effective way to protect
ourselves from this virus is to ob-
serve social distancing and peo-
ple should not assemble in any
place. It is part of wisdom and
expediency that the same is ob-
served during Shab-e Bara’at,”
says the three-paragraph mes-
sage in several languages.

Asking “all Muslims to spend
Shab-e Bara'at at home offering
prayers, reciting the Holy Quran
and doing zikr and du’a”, it says
they “should not visit graveyards
but pray for their departed rela-
tives while staying at home”.

TEST
REP RTS
FROM THE
FIELD

TRACKING THEVIRUS,
LOCKDOWN

correspondent drops by at the
school again. This time, all the
beds are all occupied. Apparently,
the mukhiya had got to know
about the “inspection” and asked
all migrants to follow normes.

HIGH SCHOOL, Havaspur,
Patlapur panchayat
PRESENT: 18/60 on quarantine
list

Most of the 60 migrants un-
der quarantine at the Havaspur
school had returned to the vil-
lage in a truck from Kolkata,
where they worked mostly as
daily wagers or drivers or ran
small provision shops.

It is lunch time. Some of the
60 people under quarantine
have already eaten; others, out
working in the fields, will join
soon. None of the migrants at the
centre is wearing a mask. The
two teachers on duty to take care
of migrants say they have been
provided gloves and sanitisers.

Most of the classrooms that
have been set aside for quaran-
tine facilities are empty.

“We appeal, in particular, to
our youth to completely refrain
from going out of their homes
during this night... stay at home,
offer prayers and make du’as...
to safeguard all our compatriots
from this epidemic,” it says.

The signatoriesinclude mem-
bers of the Muslim Ittehad
Parishad, Barielly; Jamiat Ulama-
e Hind; Jamaat Islami Hind;
Masjid Fatehpuri Delhi; Markazi
Jamiat Ahl-e Hadees; Islami Figh
Academy; Sajjada Nasheen
Khangah Hashimiya, Bijapur,
Karnataka; Amir-e Shariat,
Karnataka; Delhi Minorities
Commission; Peer-e Tareeqat,
Mumbai; Jamia Muhammadiya,
Mumbai; Jamiatus Salehat,
Bengaluru; Islami Figh Academy;
and All India Muslim Majlis-e
Mushawarat.

Meanwhile, the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Hind hasfiled a petition
in the Supreme Court against
what it called the “demonisation
of the entire Muslim community”
in the wake of reports on the
Tablighi Jamaat congregation.

Dilip Rai and Raju Rai say
they own provision shops in
Kolkata and that they will return
as soon as the lockdown ends.

Vijay Rai, who worked as a
driver in Kolkata, says: “Jaana hi
padega(we will have to go back).”
What he is waiting for is a green
signal from the doctor. “They told
us we can go back once doctor
saab comes and screens us. Par
koinahin aaya ab tak (But no doc-
tor has come yet).”

Some distance from the
school, villagers in Havaspur sit
talking about the quarantine
centre. “No one follows any
quarantine there... Thisisajoke,”
says a villager and the others
burst out laughing.

PANCHAYAT SARKAR
BHAVAN, Gangahara panchayat
PRESENT: (/40 on quarantine
list
There’s no one at the gates of
the panchayat building. No one
inaroom on the ground floor ei-
ther, just four beds spread outon
the ground. Soon, Rakesh Kumar
Singh, an executive assistant at
the panchayat office, emerges. “I
am not in charge of the quaran-
tine centre. My job is to give pe-
riodic reports to the Block
Development Office on pan-
chayat works.”
Most of them from had re-
turned from Kerala on March 26.
FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

3/4th of 12 lakh PCR calls during lockdown
were prank or blank: Telangana Police

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, APRIL7

THREE OF four calls out of more
than 12.3 lakh phone calls re-
ceived on Telangana Police’s
emergency number — 100 —
between March 21, a day before
Janata Curfew, and April 6 were
either bogus or fake calls,
“which kept the system
choked”, according to the offi-
cer in charge of the state’s main
control room at Kompally, on
Hyderabad’s outskirts.

Out of 12,30,997 calls re-
ceived from March 21 until April
6 evening, only 2,66,550 were

genuine calls, as the callers fol-
lowed the interactive voice re-
sponse (IVR)instructions and di-
alled ‘1’ to talk to the dispatcher,
Inspector Chandrashekar Reddy;,
in-charge of the police control
room (PCR), said.

“So 9,64,447 were bogus or
fake calls, which kept the system
choked,” Reddy said. “As soonas
the IVR got activated, these
callers disconnected — they
must have called just to see
whether it was working, or some
people or children dialled it —
out of boredom or as a prank.”

Ever since the lockdown
started, “we have received lakhs
of non-emergency-related calls,

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

HC/GD RAJESHWAR PRASAD

HC/GD, Rajeshwar Prasad of 205 CoBRA made

the supreme sacrifice during a counter-Maoist

operation in the area of Vil Sewra camp,

U/PS - Dumaria, Distt - Gaya (Bihar)), on 08th

April, 2019. The CRPF proudly remembers the

braveheart who laid down his life at the altar of
duty while fighting with maoists. His courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the Force.

IG & All Ranks of CoBRA

prank calls, and blank calls”,
Deputy SP(IT Cell) of Telangana
Police, Shrinath Reddy, said.

Officials  said  each
prank/silent/blank call takes up
between 30 and 40 seconds,
sending a genuine emergency
caller into waiting, and delays
response.

“If blank calls come from the
same number on 10 occasions
in a day, the server automati-
cally blocks that number, Reddy
said. He said at least 250 such
numbers are blocked each day.

The control room has 35
members who take calls dialled
to 100.

Officials said that out of

2,66,550 genuine calls, 2,64,150
needed intervention from the
dispatcher; in 75,884 cases the
dispatcher helped send an am-
bulance, or in extreme emer-
gency cases such as adelivery or
a heart attack, a police vehicle
was sent to take the person to
the nearest hospital.

Control room in-charge
Reddy said: “Out of 2,66,550
calls that came through IVR,
84,463 were by pranksters or by
children, and people who were
out to do some mischief. The
callers remained silent when
the dispatcher took the call...we
are forced to disconnect such
calls.”

PWD (B&R) DEPARTMENT HARYANA
NIRMAN SADAN,SECTOR 33 A CHANDIGARH

“EXTENSION OF DATE FOR ENGAGING THE SERVICES
OF VARIOUS FIRMS OF CA’S FOR INTERNAL AUDIT”

“REVISED”

THE ADVERTISEMENT WAS PUBLISHED ON DATED 21ST
MARCH 2020 FOR THE SUBMISSION OF DOCUMENTS FOR
THE INTERNAL AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS OF VARIOUS PIU’S ( IN
THE FIELD ) & SRRDA ( AT HEAD OFFICE ) FOR THE F.Y. 2019-
20 BY THE VARIOUS FIRMS OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
HAVING THEIR OFFICES AT CHANDIGARH /PANCHKULA
/MOHALI HAS BEEN EXTENDED FROM 8TH APRIL 2020 TILL
5.00 P.M. TO 15TH MAY 2020 TILL 5.00 P.M. DUE TO “COVID-
19”. FOR FURTHUR DETAILS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE

http://haryanapwd.nic.in/pmgsy-ii

80583/HRY

Rajasthan HC
quashes FIR
against Twitter
CEO over 2018
incident

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, APRIL7

THE RAJASTHAN High Court on
Tuesday quashed the FIR against
Twitter co-founder and CEO Jack
Dorsey for holding a placard in
2018 which allegedly hurt reli-
gious sentiments.

In a tweet in 2018, journalist
Anna MM Vetticad had shared a
photograph of Jack in India with
several others. In the photo, Jack
is seen holding the placard.
Following the tweet, an FIR was
filed against Jack, Vetticad and
others at Basni police station in
Jodhpur. Both Jack and Vetticad
had filed separate petitions with
the High Court requesting that
the FIR be quashed.

Clubbing their petitions, a sin-
gle-judge bench of Justice
Sandeep Mehta said, “The phrase
which has been castigated as of-
fending in the FIR, may be con-
strued as laying a challenge to the
sociological concepts of a partic-
ular section/gender of the
Brahmin community, but by no
stretch of imagination can it be
perceived that these words can
even remotely be considered as
hurting the religious sentiments
of any citizen of India, nor the
same can be interpreted as cre-
ating a religion-based rift in any
section of society.”

“The words in the poster, at
best, convey the feelings of the
concerned person regarding be-
ing strongly opposed to the
Brahminical Patriarchal system
and desirous of denouncing the
same...,” Justice Mehta said,
while quashing the FIR.

Plea on state of

migrant workers:
SC says it doesn’t
want to interfere
in govt decisions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

HEARING A petition concerning
migrant workers hit by the lock-
down to curb the COVID-19
spread, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it did not want to
interfere in government deci-
sions for the next 10-15 days.

Heading a three-judge
bench, Chief Justice of India S A
Bobde made the remarks while
hearing the plea by activist
Harsh Mander.

Appearing for the petitioner,
advocate Prashant Bhushan said
about four lakh migrant work-
ers, who had started walking to
their homes after the lockdown,
were lodged in shelter homes,
making a mockery of social
distancing. He urged the court to
allow these workers to return to
their homes and to direct pay-
ment of wages to them, saying
that many did not have money
to send home.

The bench pointed out that
according to the government, all
those accommodated in the
shelters were being provided
with food.

Appearing for the Centre,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
said the government is on the job
and is looking into complaints
received.

The CJI pointed out that the
petitioners were saying that in
some shelters, the food is inedible
and added that this is not some-
thing the court could monitor.

The court, however, observed
that it will ask the government
to put in place a helpline for
complaints.
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TOTAL CONFIRMED: 1,381,014 DEATH COUNT: 78,269

Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11:00 pm on April 7

Shut indoors, how do you eat
healthy, and find things to do?

FOR THOSE working from home, or
not at all, the lockdown has changed
the way they live. In some cases, this
can lead to boredom and stress, and
in turn upset their eating habits — ei-
ther way. How should one cope?

Some may eat too little, some too
much, and itis quite likely that people
stuck home would snack more and
eat less at meals, if not skip them.
Stress has been known to make peo-
ple inclined towards foods richin car-
bohydrates and fats. As most experts
would advise, this is what they need
to watch in the long run.

It helps if you notice when this is
happening. If you realise that you are
snacking more than you should, you
candrop the snack and eat something
healthy instead. If you are not hungry
but still feel the urge to snack, you
could distract yourself by doing
something else.

There are others who are affected
by stress in the other way — they can-
not eat as much as they should. In
these cases, the thing todois toiden-
tify what foods they can still tolerate,
and pick those that are nutritional
enough, say a cup of hot chocolate or
beverage. It also remains important
as ever to drink water regularly.

Whatelse can one dowhenoneis
not eating? There cannot be one an-

INDIA COUNT:

Indoors in Lucknow, after the
lockdown began. Express

swer for everybody. Most people will
spend some amount of time cleaning
the house, but no one does that all the
tie.Inarticles in various publications,
mental health experts have advised
that people spend time in conversa-
tions with everyone at home, includ-
ing about the outbreak. Otherwise,
they can just take a break from the
grim news and engage in something
relaxing, such as reading a book or
watching a film.

Locking oneselfin to block out the
virus, too, comes with arider — every-
one still needs fresh air. It is a good
idea to open the windows and venti-
lators every now and then.

4,789 (124 DEATHS)

REST OF INDIA
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands 10
Arunachal Pradesh 1
Assam 26
Bihar 32
576 Delhi Chandigarh 18
305 UupP Chhattisgarh 10
288 Rajasthan Goa 7
Gujarat 165
Haryana 90
229 VP 91 Himachal Pradesh 13
West Bengal JammuandKashmir 116
Jharkhand 4
364 868 Maharashtra N >
Telangana 266 Andhra Pradesh Manipur 2
621 Tamil Nadu '(\)"(;?”am 1
isha 42
175 Karnataka Puducherry 5
327 Kerala Punjab 91
Tripura 1
Uttarakhand 31

Union Health Ministry update at 11 pm, April 7. Some states may have
reported higher numbers. Only states with most cases are listed above.

353 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 21 STATES ACROSS THE COUNTRY

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?
Write to explained@indianexpress.com

AN EXPERT EXPLAINS
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EXPLAINED nuovmmes

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

THE GOVERNMENT has decided to ease its
ban on the export of hydroxychloroquine, a
drug that has garnered global interest in the
treatment and prevention of COVID-19. On
Tuesday, US President Donald Trump
tweeted about “retaliation” if India did not
heed his request for the drug,. Later, India said
it would supply to countries that needed it
the most, and to neighbours who were “de-
pendent on India’s capabilities”.

What is hydroxychloroquine and what is
itused for?

It is an antimalarial drug option, consid-
ered less toxic than chloroquine, and pre-
scribed in certain cases. Doctors also pre-
scribe hydroxychloroquine for patients of
rheumatoid arthritis and lupus.

Who makes this drug in India?

Hydroxychloroquine had a market size of
only around Rs 152.80 crore in the 12 months
ended February 2020, according to pharma-
ceutical market research firm AIOCD Awacs
PharmaTrac. However, several countries
source the drug from India.

Mumbai-headquartered Ipca
Laboratories had nearly 82% of the market,
with its brands HCQS and HYQ. Around 80%
of the volumes produced by Ipca are ex-
ported. Ahmedabad-headquartered Cadila
Healthcare (Zydus Cadila) prepares the brand
Zy Q, with 8% of the market. Wallace
Pharmaceuticals (0XCQ), Torrent
Pharmaceuticals (HQTOR) and Overseas
Healthcare Pvt Ltd (CARTIQUIN) have
smaller shares.

Why has the COVID-19 outbreak
spotlighted this drug?

In a study last month in the International
Journal of Antimicrobial Agents (IJAA), French
scientists reported: “Twenty cases were
treated...and showed a significant reduction
of the viral carriage... compared to controls,
and much lower average carrying duration
thanreported of untreated patients in the lit-
erature. Azithromycin (an antibiotic) added
to hydroxychloroquine was significantly
more efficient for virus elimination.”

The study was flagged as being too small
to draw a definitive conclusion. On April 3,
the International Society of Antimicrobial
Chemotherapy, which owns the IJAA, said
the study did “not meet the society’s ex-
pected standard, especially relating to the

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

The drug everyone is looking at

Hydroxychloroquine is under global spotlight, but how effective is it known to be against COVID-19? Who
else use it? How is India, which eased an export ban after Trump grumbled, coping with demand at home?

Hydroxychloroquine’s effectiveness against COVID-19 is still being studied. AP

lack of better explanations of the inclusion
criteria and the triage of patients to ensure
patient safety”.

However, by March 21, Trump had begun
to call the drug a “game changer”, and has
since been pushing it.

At the end of last month, the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) issued
an advisory recommending the use of hy-
droxychloroquine in asymptomatic health-
care workers treating COVID-19 patients, and
also allowed doctors to prescribe it for house-
hold contacts of confirmed COVID-19 pa-
tients. However, the government has stressed
that the drug can only be used in COVID-19
treatment on prescription, and that it should
not instill a sense of “false security”.

Since when has India stopped exporting
the drug?

The US has been looking to procure the
drug for emergency use. On March 21, Ipca
told stock exchanges here that the US Food
and Drug Administration had “made excep-
tion” toitsimport alert against the company
so that it could get stocks.

India decided to ban exports of the drug
on April 4. On Tuesday, the government de-
cided to ease the ban.

Is it actually effective?

Two large trials are under way on the ef-
fectiveness of hydroxychloroquine, and even
chloroquine, in COVID-19 treatment. In the

World Health Organization (WHO) solidar-
ity trial, of which India is a part, clinicians
worldwide are to follow a common protocol
to treat patients with hydroxychloroquine.
The second is the chloroquine accelerator
trial, largely funded by the Wellcome Trust
and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
As of now, the jury is still out on how ef-
fective these drugs can be against the virus,
according to virologist and CEO of the
Wellcome Trust/DBT India Alliance Dr
Shahid Jameel. “Both of these are testing very
large numbers of patients according to the
random testing protocol used to test medi-
cines. The results of those trials are not avail-
able yet,” he said. “If people in high exposure
situations such as health workers are taking
hydroxychloroquine/chloroquine as a pre-
ventive measure in limited ways, it may be
fine. But, itis not all right for the general pub-
lic to go around popping these drugs hoping
that they will be protected. They may not be
protected, but they will definitely cause
themselves some harm,” said Dr Jameel.

How has the outbreak impacted patients
who take the drug for other reasons?

In March, Trump’s statement promoting
the drug not only led to panic buying in the
US, but also impacted stocks in India. Fortis
Memorial Research Institute rheumatology
consultant Dr Naval Mendiratta said he had
already begun receiving calls from his pa-
tients about lack of stocks due to panic buy-
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ing. While it “should be fine” for some arthri-
tis and lupus patients to skip “afew daystoa
week” since the drug is long-acting, breaks
longer than that would be “difficult to man-
age”, he said.

Following the ICMR’s advisory on the
drug, various patients and healthcare pro-
fessionals alike are learnt to have stocked up
on hydroxychloroquine. According to
Prashant Tandon, founder of 1mg, some pa-
tients who had never used the drug had also
attempted to source it from his e-pharmacy
but were unsuccessful as they did not have
valid prescriptions.

The drug has since been moved to a
Schedule H1 status, which means patients
who need the drug would have to get a fresh
prescription every time they needed to pur-
chaseit.

Nearly a month on, stocks are still not
available easily in pharmacies, affecting sev-
eral patients who actually use the drug for
auto-immune diseases. Some patients The
Indian Express spoke to have been struggling
to get their required dosage even after show-
ing prescriptions.

“The stock is still limited, and whatever
little stockis available is being prioritised and
bought by the central and state governments.
We have been told that we will receive stocks
soon, hopefully within a week, but we don’t
know,” 1mg’s Tandon said.

What are pharmaceutical companies
doing to resolve the issue?

According to Ipca joint managing director
Ajit Kumar Jain, the company has the ability
to ramp up production to meet much of the
government’s requirements, as only 10 per
cent of its manufacturing capacity of hydrox-
ychloroquine had been used for the domes-
tic market so far.

However, to make sure the drug is not
misused or stocked out due to panic buying,
the company has decided to make hydroxy-
chloroquine available at “select” pharmacies
across the country, in communication with
rheumatoid arthritis specialists.

“Now, the patient can just reach out to
their doctor and they should be able to con-
nect them with the pharmacy that has the
available stock,” he said. “Maybe after the
lockdown eases up, we might be able to
slowly make the drug available more widely.

Aspokesperson for Zydus Cadila said the
company has ramped up production of hy-
droxychloroquine to 20-30 tonnes per
month from three tonnes previously. It will
scale it up further to about 40-50 tonnes per
month in the coming months “if need arises”.

How coronavirus enters lungs, affects breathing

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

IN THE picture still emerging on COVID-19,
some trends have been noticeable as of now
— many of those infected have recovered,
while less than 80,000 have died out of the
nearly 1.4 million cases so far. But whenit has
killed — usually the elderly and those with
underlying conditions — the novel coron-
avirus (SARS-CoV2) has often done so by lead-
ing to pneumonia, the eventual cause of
death. How does the virus affect the lungs?

Outside lungs & inside

Once the virus enters the body, it can cause
discomfort when it reaches the air passages
on the outside of the lungs. These passages
conduct air into and from the lungs. The virus
injures the lining of the passageways, and the
body responds with an inflammation, which
inturnirritates the nerves in the lining. That is

when an infected person coughs.

Infection can be more severe if the virus
goes past the lining of the airways, and
reaches the air sacs at the end of the air pas-
sages. Called alveoli, these sacs are respon-
sible for the exchange of gas in the lungs. If
they get infected, the sacs respond with in-
flammatory fluids, which fill the air sacs. That
is what leads to pneumonia — when the
lungs’ ability to transfer oxygen is impaired,
and the infected person has difficulty breath-
ing. When a person cannot inhale enough
oxygen and exhale enough carbon dioxide,
pneumonia can lead to death.

Who should worry?

The description above is of those who are
the most severely affected. In most cases, the
individual will recover after showing symp-
toms of varying severity, or none at all.

The least serious patients will show no
symptoms after catching the virus. Some
others will get an infection in the upper res-

Image of a COVID-19 patient’s lungs at
a hospital in Belgium. AP

piratory tract — at the lining of the lungs as
described — and will develop a cough, may
also have a fever, and will be potential carri-
ers of the virus. The asymptomatic and
mildly symptomatic groups are relatively
small compared to those with somewhat
more severe symptoms, resembling those
we associate with a flu. In expert comments
to The Guardian, Prof John Wilson, president-
elect of the Royal Australasian College of
Physicians and a respiratory physician, said
those with flu-like symptoms are the largest
group of patients.

Then there are the extremely severe cases.
These are the ones who will develop severe
illness including pneumonia. So far, such ex-
treme cases have been significantly fewer
than those with flu-like symptoms,

Pneumonia as a result of COVID-19 is vi-
ral pneumonia, which means it cannot be
treated with antibiotics. In severe cases, ven-
tilator support may be needed to ensure suf-
ficient oxygen circulation in the body.

The pandemic has opened our eyes to the importance of basic hygiene

DR K LEELAMONI

IT HAS been more than two months since
India reported its first case of COVID-19and,
during this short period, the number of cases
has crossed 4,000 even after a national lock-
down. We have withstood the HIN1 and
swine flu pandemics over the past decade
but those did not require such a drastic
measure.

For decades in the field of community
medicine, a stream of medical studies not
many are aware of, the stress has always
been on the role of strengthening the health

of the community with simple steps like
personal hygiene and basic sanitation.
Nevertheless, it needed a pandemic to open
our eyes to accept basic hand and body hy-
giene, and cough etiquette, in our daily lives.
The basic principle of prevention and
control of adisease is based on the levels of
prevention: Primary, Secondary and
Tertiary. Primary prevention stresses on
health education or awareness and specific
protection, which includes use of protective
measures and immunisation. Early detec-
tion of disease and prompt treatment con-
stitute the secondary level whereas disabil-
ity limitation and rehabilitation form the
third level.

The decision about which level is needed
is usually decided by community medicine
experts based on the epidemiological fea-
tures of different diseases. In acute respira-
tory diseases, the first and second levels are
important whereas in polio and leprosy, ter-
tiary prevention also has a major role.

Unfortunately, priority is almost always
given to tertiary care alone by starting big
hospitals and healthcare centres, which do
not reach the common man’slife. Clinicians,
of course, play amajor role in treatment and
patient care, but the benefit is only to the pa-
tient and family. But for public health ex-
perts, by applying the primary level of pre-
vention alone, they are protecting an entire
community. Unfortunately, unlike clinicians,
the results of public health efforts are not
visible immediately.

Even in the medical curriculum, com-
munity medicine is a major discipline to be
taught right from the first to the final year
with three months training in the subject
required for basic training of doctors.
However, this important stream is ignored
by many for the glamour and lure of clinical
medicine -consultations, surgeries, etc. Once
a medical student complained to me about
his poor marks in the subject - a minimum
is required to clear MBBS. Then, he made a

startling admission: He had joined the med-
ical college to become a flourishing physi-
cian and make money, not to waste time on
sanitation and hygiene.

But what students like him don’t know is
that when they are posted to primary health
centres, they will realise the importance of
the subject. Once, during an inspection at a
Primary Health Centre, | met the same stu-
dent, now a doctor, with a text book of com-
munity medicine on his table. He sheepishly
admitted that he had now understood the
relevance of community health.

Today, almost everyone across the coun-
try knows about the significance of quaran-
tine, isolation, social distancing and safe san-
itary practices. But what many don’t
remember is that these principles were
stressed at the time of the HIN1 pandemic,
too. What clearly remember from that time
is a discussion with policymakers on creat-
ing awareness about cough hygiene; provid-
ing a separate ward for suspected cases;

keeping a minimum distance of one metre
between hospital beds; and providing pro-
tective materials for hospital attendants.
Forget the policymakers, even doctors did
not take the recommendations seriously.

Now, a word of caution. There is no
doubt that we will be able to contain the
COVID-19 pandemic by strictly applying the
prescribed safety measures and practising
safe distancing along with effective quar-
antine and surveillance. But there needs to
be an equally aggressive awareness cam-
paign about the social stigma and discrim-
ination that will follow, as more and more
people return home from hospital and
quarantine. This is due to fear and anxiety
about a disease, especially one which is
new, and can be alleviated by sharing accu-
rate information about the virus and how
it spreads. Getting the recovered patients
to share their experiences in person
through media channels is a very impor-
tant tool, in this respect.

Whatis equally important s to continue

the safe practices that we are banking on
now to keep the pandemic at bay: taking a
shower every day, washing our hands with
soap every time we return home, and cover-
ing the mouth while coughing. These simple
measures should become an intrinsic part
of our lives, as much as brushing our teeth.

Every crisis has a silver lining. In India’s

battle against COVID-19, we can be proud of
our health system and its dedicated profes-
sionals who are working round the clock. At
a time when other countries are focusing
only on tertiary care, we are truly ahead of
the curve.

Dr K Leelamoni is a former Head of
Department of Community Medicine at the
Government Medical College in Kozhikode
and Thiruvananthapuram, and later at the
Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences in
Kochi. She has worked in the field of
community medicine for 48 years.
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Overcoming a pandemic may look like fighting a
war, but the real need is far from that

« FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

OPENING UP

Lockdown, necessary to slow virus, should be accompanied by
a dynamic strategy for resumption of economic activity

HE CURRENT WAR against COVID-19isn’t a conventional one. Far from having
adefinite endgame, wherein the enemy signs an instrument of surrender, the
novel coronavirus will continue to survive and infect well beyond the 21-day
lockdown that ends on April 14. All the more reason, then, why the sweeping
nationwide restrictions now on movement and production have to give way to a dynamic
strategy that allows resumption of economic activity based on evolving and localised epi-
demiological conditions. The present generalised lockdown was, no doubt, necessary to
slow the spread of the virus. It is early days yet before the key states are able to “flatten the
curve” but there is some respite given that a fifth of the 700-plus districts in India have in-
dividually reported five or more positive COVID-19 cases. Further, these districts have ac-
counted for 80 per cent of all confirmed cases so far. That's why it is important to sequester
these to ensure that the virus doesn’t reach here but there is an opportunity here too.

As ananalysis in this newspaper has shown, many industrial centres — from Tiruppur
and Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu, to Kutch, Bharuch and Vapi in Gujarat and Baddi in
Himachal Pradesh — have recorded few cases. Most cases are from Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and other cities that are densely-populated, but do not have too many manufacturing
units. The dispersal of manufacturing activity to relatively secluded areas — be it the spe-
cial economic zones of Kandla, Mundra and Sri City or the Bhiwadi-Neemrana stretch of
Rajasthan — should help in today’s situation. It is conducive for the reopening of factories
once the lockdown period is over, while also minimising the risk of any uncontrolled
spread of infection.

There are three things that the government can and should do after April 14. The first
is to identify hotspots with high numbers of COVID-19 cases, where the current curbs
will have to continue for some more time. The second is to permit organised manufac-
turing establishments, especially government and private corporate sector-owned enti-
ties, to start production. As enterprises registered under the Factories Act, these units are
amenable to monitoring, which also makes it possible to strictly enforce social distanc-
ing rules on them. Third, a substantial scaling up of testing, including rapid serological
diagnosis for detection of antibodies in the blood, is required. Without large-scale preva-
lence testing, it would be difficult to track hotspots, both existing and emerging, and re-
spond with localised lockdowns or other necessary interventions. All this reinforces the
point: The war against COVID-19is, if anything, going to be a series of battles fought over
an extended period. The response, too, has to be dynamic. The number of coronavirus
cases will rise in the coming days, but so long as they are localised and the gradient of the
overall curve, cases or deaths, doesn’t get steeper, all efforts must be made to ensure fac-
tories start humming — with strict precautions, of course.

THE DISCONNECT

Lockdown has posed a question on two decades of
evangelism — going digital is not a complete solution

IGITAL COMMUNICATION WAS supposed to be a world-altering force of

liberation, freeing people from the limitations of time and space, and lead-

ing them towards a millennial land overflowing with remedies and solu-

tions. To some extent, the evangelists spoke truth, and technology did con-
fer hitherto unimaginable capabilities upon people, institutions, corporations and nations.
But the present lockdown has revealed that technology cannot live up to the expecta-
tions generated — it cannot be a complete solution because of differential access, and be-
cause digital processes include physical steps that cannot be bypassed.

The digital divide, of which the world was painfully aware already, has been underscored
yet again. The well-off appear to enjoy access to better sources of information, which is the
most reliable armour available against the threat. Schooling has moved online, and the de-
vices and bandwidth that students’ families can afford obviously make a difference. Speed
differentials between town and country may be imposing yet another divide. Since the virus
will be with us for some time, and some restrictions on movement may outlive the current
lockdown, the effects could persist and influence the life prospects of many children. But
these are known truths. The great myth that the lockdown has dented is one developed
over two decades of techno-evangelism — that being digital is a complete solution, making
old processes redundant and replacing them with shiny new digital tools.

Itis now obvious that digital technology makes some things run smoother, but it can-
not replace old protocols completely. E-tailing, which was expected to wipe out the cor-
ner store, is at a standstill because it is still dependent on physical transport for delivery.
And corner stores are seeing empty shelves because though they are supplied by trucks
bearing RFID chips to smooth the way, these are rendered meaningless if state or district
borders are closed to traffic. There were anxieties about job losses due to increasing au-
tomation of factory production lines, but they have had to shut down because there are
still far too many people on the shop floor. Digital transactions were promoted by the
government and, while it is an excellent route for paying recurring bills, the grocer still
prefers cash, which necessitates a trip to the ATM. Even in online school education, which
is relatively successful, paper has turned out to be essential, but the stationery shops are
closed. Digital India can only take us so far. The rest of the way remains to be covered.

LET THEM HAVE GOLF

The Open has been cancelled. But the elitist sport is tailor-
made for social distancing

HE OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP, one of golf's most prestigious tournaments held in

Kentin the UK, has become the latest major sporting event — after Wimbledon

and the Olympics — to be postponed this year, in the wake of the coronavirus.

The attempt at social distancing is, of course, welcome. But, let’s face it, golf
was quite adistant sport to begin with. In fact, it is arguably a sport that is tailor-made for
the pandemic.

Unlike, say, football — entertainment for the masses, continuation of war by other
means, modern gladiatorial contest — there is little chance of physical contact among
golfers. Vast tracts of land are devoted to this pastime, and an unconscionable amount of
resources — both monetary and ecological — are spent to create the illusion of Scottish
moors. And it is, both in its origins and at its core, an isolationist exclusivist enterprise. A
caddy does the heavy lifting, and he can easily be instructed to maintain a two-arm dis-
tance. Players already wear rather odd-looking gloves, so, unlike healthcare profession-
als, they are protected from the germ.

Itis, of course, unfair to single out golf. The sport is both a symbol and a symptom. During
the lockdowns in force in various parts of the world in varying degrees, there are jobs that
afford the luxury of working from home just as there are people who can simply afford to
stay in for a month or two. There are those with high-speed internet and friends across the
world, who can catch up over video chat. And there are those who dread the loss of their liveli-
hoods. Golfers, by and large, are a small subset of the former category. Clearly, this lot has suf-
fered enough, and lo, they have an outdoor pastime that practically invented social distanc-
ing. While most face the prospect of lining up for bread, we should let them have golf.

AMARTYA SEN

WEHAVE REASON to take pride in the fact that
India is the largest democracy in the world,
and also the oldest in the developing world.
Aside from giving everyone a voice, democ-
racy provides many practical benefits for us.
We can, however, ask whether we are mak-
ing good use of it now when the country, fac-
ing a gigantic health crisis, needs it most.

First a bit of history. As the British Raj
ended, the newly established democracy in
India started bearing practical fruits straight-
way. Famines, which were a persistent occur-
rence throughout the history of authoritarian
British rule, stopped abruptly with the estab-
lishment of a democratic India. The last
famine, the Bengal famine of 1943, which I
witnessed as a child just before Independence,
marked the end of colonial rule. India has had
nofamine since then, and the ones that threat-
ened to emerge in the early decades after
Independence were firmly quashed.

How did this happen? Democracy gives
very strong incentives to the government to
work hard to prevent famines. The govern-
ment has to respond promptly to people’s
needs because of a combination of public dis-
cussion and elections. However, elections
alone could not do it. Indeed, democracy is
never understandable only as a system of free
elections, which are intermittent, often with
a big gap between one and the next, and
which can be swayed by the excitement that
theimmediate political context generates. For
example, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher,
who was trailing badly in the polls before the
Falklands War in 1982, got a huge bump from
the war (as ruling governments often do) and
comfortably won the general elections that
followed, in 1983.

Also general elections in the parliamen-
tary system are primarily about getting a ma-
jority of seats in the lower house of parliament.
There is no formal rule about the interests or
rights of minorities in the voting system. Given
that, if all people were to vote according to
their own personal interests, an election
would not have been a strong saviour of
famine victims, since only a small minority of
people actually starve in any famine. However,
afree press and open public discussion makes
the distress and dangers faced by the vulner-
able poor substantially known and under-
stood by the public at large, destabilising the
standing of a government that allows such a
calamity to happen. Of course, the govern-
ment itself, since it may also be run by people
and parties capable of human sympathy and
understanding, may be directly influenced by
what they learn from the information and

RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

THE DEATH TOLL in Iran from the COVID-19
outbreakis more than 3,700, according to the
country’s official sources. More than 60,000
people have contracted the infection in Iran.
Many suspect that the country’s official fig-
ures are an underestimation. Unlike several
other countries where the virus was trans-
mitted by tourists, the epicentre of the pan-
demic in Iran was the holy city of Qom — a
spiritual centre for Shia Muslims. Qom also
gets theology students from China, who could
have carried the virus.

The Iranian government, which doesn’t
seem to enjoy the trust of alarge section of the
country, has bungled the management of the
pandemic. People haven’t adequately com-
plied with the social distancing measures and
other guidelines laid down by the global com-
munity and the Iranian state. Initially, Iranian
health officials had difficulties closing down
the country’s religious sites. Three days after
the official announcement of coronavirus
deaths in Qom, the city’s Friday prayer leader
opposed the quarantining of the Fatima
Masumeh Shrine. The cleric argued that the
outbreak was a plot by the enemies of the

In the sudden crisis in India
arising from the spread of
COVID-19, the government
has obviously been right to
be concerned with rapidly
stopping the spread. Social
distancing as a remedy is
also important and has been
rightly favoured in Indian
policy-making. Problems,
however, arise from the fact
that a single-minded pursuit
of slowing the spread of the
disease does not
discriminate between
different paths that can be
taken in that pursuit, some
of which could bring disaster
and havoc in the lives of
many millions of poor
people, while others could
helpfully include policies in
the package that prevent
such suffering.
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analyses emerging from public discussion.

Even though only a minority may actually
face the deprivation of a famine, a listening
majority, informed by public discussion and
a free press, can make a government respon-
sive. This can happen either through sympa-
thy (when the government cares), or through
the antipathy that would be generated by its
inaction (when the government remains un-
caring). John Stuart Mill's analysis of democ-
racy as “governance by discussion” helps to
identify the saviour of the threatened famine
victim, in particular a free press and unre-
strained discussion.

Tackling a social calamity is not like fight-
ing awar which works best when aleader can
use top-down power to order everyone to do
what the leader wants — with no need for con-
sultation. In contrast, what is needed for deal-
ing with a social calamity is participatory gov-
ernance and alert public discussion. Famine
victims may be socially distant from the rela-
tively more affluent public, and so can be other
sufferers in different social calamities, but lis-
tening to public discussion makes the policy-
makers understand what needs to be done.
Napoleon may have been much better at com-
manding rather than listening, but this did not
hamper his military success (except perhaps
in his Russian campaign). However, for over-
coming a social calamity, listening is an ever-
present necessity.

This applies also to the calamity caused by
a pandemic, in which some — the more afflu-
ent — may be concerned only about not get-
ting the disease, while others have to worry
also about earning an income (which may be
threatened by the disease or by an anti-dis-
ease policy, such as a lockdown), and — for
those away from home as migrant workers —
about finding the means of getting back home.
The different types of hazards from which dif-
ferent groups suffer have to be addressed, and
this is much aided by a participatory democ-
racy,in particular when the pressis free, pub-
licdiscussion is unrestrained, and when gov-
ernmental commands are informed by
listening and consultation.

In the sudden crisis in India arising from
the spread of COVID-19, the government has
obviously beenright to be concerned with ra-
pidly stopping the spread. Social distancing as
aremedyisalso importantand has been righ-
tly favoured in Indian policy-making. Probl-
ems, however, arise from the fact that a sin-
gle-minded pursuit of slowing the spread of
the disease does not discriminate between
different paths that can be taken in that purs-
uit, some of which could bring disaster and

— WERNER HERZOG

havocin the lives of many millions of poor pe-
ople, while others could helpfully include poli-
cies in the package that prevent such suffering.

Employment and income are basic con-
cerns of the poor, and taking special care for
preserving them whenever they are threat-
ened is an essential requirement of policy-
making, Itis worth noting in this context that
even starvation and famines are causally con-
nected withinadequacy of income and thein-
ability of the impoverished to buy food (as ex-
tensive economic studies have brought out). If
a sudden lockdown prevents millions of
labourers from earning anincome, starvation
in some scale cannot be far off. Even the US,
whichis often taken to be a quintessential free
enterprise economy (as in many ways it in-
deed is), has instituted income subsidies
through massive federal spending for the un-
employed and the poor. In the emergence and
acceptance of such socially protective meas-
ures in America, a crucial part has been played
by public discussion, including advocacy from
the political opposition.

In India the institutional mechanism for
keeping the poor away from deprivation and
destitution will have to relate to its own eco-
nomic conditions, butit is not hard to consider
possible protective arrangements, such as de-
voting more public funds for helping the poor
(which gets a comparatively small allocation
in the central budget as things stand), includ-
ing feeding arrangements in large national
scale, and drawing on the 60 million tons of
rice and wheat that remain unused in the
godowns of the Food Corporation of India. The
ways and means of getting displaced migrant
labourers back to their homes, and making
arrangements for their resettlement, paying
attention to their disease status and health
care, are also challenging issues that call for
careful listening rather than inflexible deci-
sions without proper consultation.

Listening is central in the government’s
task of preventing social calamity — hearing
what the problems are, where exactly they
have hit, and how they affect the victims.
Rather than muzzling the media and threat-
ening dissenters with punitive measures (and
remaining politically unchallenged), gover-
nance can be greatly helped by informed pub-
lic discussion. Overcoming a pandemic may
look like fighting a war, but the real need is far
from that.

The writer, a Nobel laureate in economics, is
Thomas W. Lamont University Professor and
professor of economics and philosophy at
Harvard University.

PANDEMIC AMID UNREST

Coronavirus outbreak could deepen turmoil, exacerbate Iran’s social strife

Most Iranians believe that
the coronavirus had spread
in the country long before
the Iranian officials
announced the outbreak.
But the economic
strangulation of the country
as a result of US sanctions
and the fall in oil prices has
compounded matters. The
country could face a major
social and political crisis if
matters don’t improve fast.

Islamic Republic to tarnish “the reputation of
the sanctuary of Shiites in the world”.

The Iranian government has not quaran-
tined all the high-risk areas of the country -
Tehran, for example, is not under a lockdown.
Moreover, because of the US sanctions, hos-
pitals and doctors do not have access to suffi-
cient medical supplies, masks and ventilators.
Tehran’s mayor has admitted that because of
the sanctions, the city’s municipality did not
have the capacity to enforce a lockdown. The
Iranian government has applied for a $5 bil-
lion loan from the IMF to fight the epidemic
— the first time since the Islamic Revolution
that Iran has asked for such aloan.

Iran has been in turmoil since November
last year, when the government killed more
than 1,000 protesters — a major reason for the
high level of mistrust. Most Iranians believe
that the coronavirus had spread in the coun-
try long before the Iranian officials announced
the outbreak. But the economic strangulation
of the country as a result of US sanctions and
the fallin oil prices has compounded matters.
The country could face a major social and po-
litical crisis if matters don’t improve fast.

APRIL 8,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

ASssAM STATUS QUO
JUSTICE B L Hansaria of the Gauhati High
Court ordered the stay of operation of the
two government notifications issued on
April 5 under the Assam Disturbed Areas
Act 1955 and the Armed forces (Assam and
Manipur) Special Powers Act 1958. The no-
tifications came into force yesterday
throughout Assam, except the North Cachar
Hills district. The court also by arule on the
state of Assam and the Union of India asked
them to show cause within ten days why
the two notifications should not be set
aside. While ordering the stay, the High
Court issued a ten-day notice to the state
government.

VIETNAM PM VIsIT

THE PRIME MINISTER of Vietnam, Pham
Van Dong, who flew into New Delhi to a
warm and affectionate welcome, had nearly
two hours of extensive discussion with
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on the
international situation and bilateral rela-
tions. Both on arrival and later at the talks,
the Vietnamese prime minister maintained
that India had a constructive role to play in
“bringing about peace and stability in the
region”. An official spokesman said that
great similarity of approach between the
two countries vis-a-vis problems affecting
world peace and stability was noted at
the talks.

Unfortunately, Iran’s political class has
been slow in taking the country’s civil society
into confidence, even though some NGOs
have mobilised resources to contain the out-
break. In the past40years, the Islamic govern-
ment has tried to throttle most civil society
initiatives. But today, the enemy is not a dissi-
dentintellectual or artist orawoman fighting
against the veil. The monopoly of violence that
the Islamic State prides itself on does not mat-
ter much to the novel coronavirus.

If the pandemic continues, the Iranian con-
servatives, represented by the clerics and the
Revolutionary Guards, will have to open up
spaces for dialogue and hold consultations
with the country’s professional classes. The
government has already failed to respond ad-
equately by not paying heed to the opinions
of experts. The novel coronavirus is not known
to give many chances. In the coming weeks
and months, we will know if Iran manages to
come out of this crisis.

The writer is professor-vice dean and director,
Mahatma Gandhi Centre for Peace, Jindal
Global University

US HOSTAGES

AYATOLLAH RUHOLLAH KHOMEINI ruled
that the 50 American hostages will remain in
the hands of the young militants occupying
the U.S embassy in Teheran until the new Iran
Parliament decides their fate, Khomeini’s of-
fice announced. The leader of the Iranian
Revolutionary regime vetoed President Bani-
Sadr’s proposal to transfer custody of the cap-
tives to the Ruling Revolutionary Council af-
ter a meeting with Bani-Sadr and the foreign
minister, Sadegh Ghotbzadeh. The adminis-
tration of the US president, Jimmy Carter, was
expected to respond to Khomeini’s decision
with anannouncement of new economic and
diplomatic sanctions against Iran.
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The wilting Sakura

Coronavirus pandemic, slow to hit Japan, is yet another crisis that challenges

SuUJAN R CHINOY

JAPAN IS NO stranger to crises, whether the
nuclear destruction of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in 1945 or the Triple Disaster in
2011 — the Great East Japan Earthquake, the
nuclear meltdown at the Fukushima Daiichi
plant and the giant Tsunami. A resilient na-
tion, Japan has risen from the ashes, phoenix-
like, each time. It is now confronting COVID-
19, which has wreaked havoc on global
financial and economic systems and dis-
rupted production, supply chains and mar-
kets. Japan may not have yet suffered an ex-
plosive spread of the virus but it is certainly
not sheltered from the raging global tempest.

COVID-19received a high-rating televised
start in Japan with the cruise ship, Diamond
Princess, steaming into Tokyo bay on
February 3 with 3,711 passengers on board
and quickly being quarantined. Over the next
month, with more than 700 cases of infec-
tion on-board, itremained the single-largest
cluster outside China. Gradually, as numbers
swelled exponentially elsewhere and the in-
cidence of new cases remained low locally,
the Japanese went back to their ways, with
holiday crowds celebrating the annual
Hanami (sakura viewing) season in idyllic
spots and thronging to the famous tourist
landmark at Shibuya junction well into the
second half of March. It seemed as if the
Japanese had dodged the bullet even asit de-
layed until April 3 the blocking of tourists
from 70-odd countries, including China,
which accounted for nearly 9.6 million
tourists in 2019, one-third of the total. With
new infections mounting in recent days, the
reprieve, it seems, was as ephemeral as the
bloom of the sakura.

The biggest collateral damage of the fresh
wave of COVID-19 infections in Japan is the
belated decision to postpone the Tokyo
Olympics to 2021. It reminded the nation of
the jinxed Olympics of 1940, which Japan
was to host but fell victim to the Second Sino-
Japanese War. If the 1940 Olympics were in-
tended to showcase Japan’s industrial and
economic resurrection after the devastation
of the 1923 Great Kanto earthquake, the 1964
Tokyo Olympics had symbolised the eco-
nomic miracle in Japan after the ravages of
the Second World War. The 2020 Olympics,
dubbed by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe as the
“Recovery and Reconstruction Games”, were
todemonstrate Japan’s mojo in the aftermath
of the 2011 Triple Disaster.

The pandemic could not have come at a
worse time. The IMF has confirmed that
COVID-19 has pushed the global economy
into arecession, potentially much worse than
the one in 2009. The Japanese economy now
faces the daunting prospect of a sharp con-
traction, with the OECD Report for March
2020 forecasting its GDP growth at 0.2 per
cent in 2020. Even before the global pan-
demic struck, Japan was dealing with the ad-
verse effects on consumer spending of the
hike in consumption tax from 8 per cent to
10 per cent.

Dwindling demand from China, where
Japan has huge economic stakes, can only
worsen the regional economic outlook al-
ready strained by US-China trade friction.

PRANAB BARDHAN

THERE HAVE been systemic differences in
the way different countries have been fight-
ing the scourge of COVID-19, with different
degrees of efficacy. So far, reportedly, the
most successful have been South Korea,
Taiwan and Singapore. The state machinery
in these countries is very effective, they had
prepared themselves since the SARS crisis in
the early 2000’s, and were pro-active in early
and mass-testing for infection. Of these,
South Korea is a centralised democracy,
Taiwan a more decentralised civic-partici-
patory democracy, while Singapore is effec-
tively an autocracy. But, all these three coun-
tries are relatively small, where mass-testing
and quarantine are easier to implement.
Take in contrast the virus-fighting per-
formance, so far, in the three largest coun-
tries of the world: China (an openly author-
itarian country), India (until recently a
democracy, now in an alarming state of de-
cline), and the US (a highly flawed but func-
tioning democracy). China had, after its mis-
management of the SARS epidemic, installed
a well-designed early-warning system by
which Beijing was to get immediate warn-
ings of a contagion developing anywhere in
the country. Yet, it fumbled again, this time
largely because in an authoritarian system,
local officials do not want to share bad news
with the authorities above them. As is well-
known by now, Li Wenliang, the Wuhan doc-
tor who raised an alarm early in December

the country’s resilience, its ability to rise from the ashes

Abe’s decision this week to declare a
month-long state of emergency in Tokyo and
six other prefectures, alongside the release of
a gargantuan stimulus package worth nearly
$1 trillion, including cash doles and financial
support to households and businesses, may
help turn the tide. However, providing health-
care to arapidly ageing population in the face
of anabruptdisruption in the sizeable inward
flow of foreign care-givers will prove a daunt-
ing challenge. Meanwhile, several prefectures
that depend heavily on tourism from China
and the Republic of Korea have suffered deep
losses. Reportsindicate that Japan has already
spent $12.6 billion on the preparations for the
Olympics. Nikkei and Goldman Sachs estimate
that the postponement of the games would
easily set Japan back by another $5-6 billion.

As one of the world’s richest countries,
Japan can perhaps hope to cushion itself from
such blows. Whether the economic distress
unleashed by COVID-19 also adversely im-
pacts some of Japan’s commitments to its
Official Development Assistance (ODA) or
outlays for regional infrastructure and con-
nectivity under flagship programmes such
as the Expanded Partnership for Quality
Infrastructure (EPQI), the Tokyo International
Conference on African Development (TICAD)
and the Indo-Pacific Business Forum, includ-
ing the Blue Dot Network and LNG projects,
remains to be seen. This could well be true of
the US too, in the context of the International
Development Finance Corporation under the
BUILD Act, aimed at countering China’s ex-
panding writ across the region.

The pandemic could have broader impli-
cations for military postures in the Indo-
Pacific, as seen in the outbreak of the COVID-
19 virus onboard the US Navy’s Theodore
Roosevelt, a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier
that heads the eponymous Theodore
Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group (TRCSG),
which had sailed from San Diego in January
for a scheduled Indo-Pacific deployment. It
is at the centre of a controversy involving the
sacking of its captain and the vessel’s ill-ad-
vised port visit to Da Nang in Vietnam earlier
in March despite the high risk of contagion.
Of course, China’s PLA Navy (PLAN) could
well be grappling with similar problems out
at sea but, unlike in the democratic world,
these facts will be treated as “state secrets”.

As China gradually recovers from the pan-
demic, relatively earlier and faster than the
West, Beijing’s “charm offensive” and leverag-
ing of its deep pockets may help it to furtherits
geopolitical influence. Its assistance to devel-
oping countries in mitigating the impact of
COVID-19 will create new scope to proselytise
its governance and development models.

A high-profile casualty of the pandemic

As one of the world’s richest
countries, Japan can perhaps
hope to cushion itself from
such blows. Whether the
economic distress unleashed
by COVID-19 also adversely
impacts some of Japan’s
commitments to its Official
Development Assistance
(ODA) or outlays for
regional infrastructure and
connectivity under flagship
programmes such as the
Expanded Partnership for
Quality Infrastructure
(EPQI), the Tokyo
International Conference on
African Development
(TICAD) and the Indo-
Pacific Business Forum,
including the Blue Dot
Network and LNG projects,
remains to be seen.

CR Sasikumar
is Chinese President Xi Jinping’s long-pend-
ing visit to Tokyo, but Japan’s “mask diplo-
macy” and generous assistance to China at
the start of the pandemic augur well for Sino-
Japanese ties, which have improved in re-
cent years, their inveterate differences
notwithstanding. Abe’s postponed visit to
India, earlier scheduled to take place at the
end of 2019, will be hard to resurrect before
the pandemic is completely under control.
Nevertheless, the fundamental convergence
of interests and the extraordinary political
capital invested in the relationship by both
PM Modi and Abe in recent years ensures
that the Special Strategic and Global
Partnership between India and Japan will re-
main robust. The pandemic opens up new
vistas for cooperation in healthcare, non-tra-
ditional security and global governance, in-
cluding reform of the UN and affiliated bod-
ies such as the WHO whose contributions in
the battle against COVID-19 are moot.

So far, Japan had relied on its customary
discipline and prevention methods, with an
exhortation to the public to avoid the “three
Cs” — closed spaces, crowded places and
conversations at close proximity. Japan has
shied away from taking the bold approach
that Modi took in announcing a 21-day na-
tionwide lockdown. The declaration of a
state of emergency covering the megacities
of Tokyo and Osaka and some prefectures
would give local governors in the hardest-
hit areas greater legal authority to impose
curbs, albeit without the power to impose
penalties. Japan’s case-by-case approach to
the reopening of schools by regional author-
ities has been criticised. There have been calls
for a strict lockdown before it is too late to
avert the same fate asItaly, Spain and the US.

With formidable scientific prowess at its
disposal, Japan remains at the forefront in
the race to develop a vaccine against COVID-
19. Already Japan’s longest-serving prime
minister, Abe is in his third term as Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) president, and corre-
spondingly as PM, until September 2021. He
isviewed by voters as a leader capable of tak-
ing bold decisions. If Abe’s administration
overcomes the COVID-19 crisis despite the
odds, and succeeds in staving off a recession,
there is every chance that the LDP might
again amend its rules to grant him a fourth
term. After all, it is not easy for any of his po-
litical rivals to step into his shoes in the mid-
dle of such a crisis.

The writer is a former ambassador of India to
Japan and is currently the director general,
Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi.

Views are personal

A different hard choice

Lockdown trade-offs in a young country call for wide public deliberation

(and later died of the disease in February)
was reprimanded by local officials and made
to “confess” that he was spreading false ru-
mours. This made China (and the world)
waste a crucial few weeks.

After that initial delay, China quickly mo-
bilised its entire state machinery and putinto
action a severe quarantine system, and by
most accounts, has now largely contained the
incidence of the disease (though there are
many who do not quite trust the officially re-
leased Chinese data). One should not, how-
ever, overlook the additional advantage China
had as the world leader in manufacturing and
infrastructure construction — this helped
Chinain speedily building new hospitals and
manufacturing ventilators and other medical
equipment. This is an advantage which much
of the world now lacks, having outsourced it
to China for all these years.

In the US, the President and the ruling
party were in denial until mid-March (con-
sistent with their anti-science and anti-ex-
pert attitude), fatally wasting several weeks of
preparation, testing and tracing (A large state
where many of the old people live, Florida did
not get going until the beginning of April).
Evenin the best of times, the US private med-
ical insurance system is messy and mired in
a bureaucratic system that is oriented to-
wards excluding people. It is largely unafford-
able for the vast masses of the poor who do
not have a stable job. Among rich countries,

the systemis among the least prepared to face
a pandemic of current proportions. Testing
facilities are highly inadequate, nurses are ap-
pealing to the general public for donations of
hand-sewn masks, and hospitals are facing
what is called the triage protocol, when one
has to make cruel choices in rationing beds
and medical equipment among patients of
different survival probability.

The story behind the shortage of ventila-
tors in the US points to a larger systemic is-
sue. More than a decade ago, the Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention asked the
federal government to procure alarge num-
ber of ventilators in preparation for future
emergencies. The task of designing and mak-
ing ventilators was assigned to a small com-
pany in California. However, this company
was taken over by a corporate giant, which
thendecided, in view of its multiple product
operations, to give low priority to supply the
government the ventilators at the agreed low
price. So the ventilator project got stalled,
and hospitals have run out of them in the
current Crisis.

The current regime in India has, by and
large, been trying to copy this American sys-
tem. Government spending on health, asa per-
centage of GDP, is one of the lowest for a ma-
jor country. Faced with the virus, India, like the
US, has been woefully unprepared. India also
wasted crucial weeks in February and the first
two weeks of March, but not so much because

of anti-science attitudes, but more because of
anothervirus that has been afflicting our body
politic — the virus of hate and intolerance.

In the third week of March came the sud-
den total lockdown, with hardly any notice or
consultation with state governments, and
without any simultaneous announcement
about alternative food and shelter arrange-
ments for the suddenly unemployed —
chaos, police dandabaji, displacement and
destitution followed. The financial package
announced a few days after the announce-
ment was a pittance in view of the needs, and
about half of the spending announced was
old outlays dressed as new.

One needs more systematic thinking about
the hard choices India now faces — the trade-
offs between the lockdown paralysing the
economy and decimating the poor on the one
hand, and on the other, lifting the lockdown
thereby allowing the infection rate to soar,and
taking a heavy toll on the old. In a country
where the overwhelming majority of the pop-
ulationis young(the median age is somewhere
around 26), the trade-off will be different than
in the western countries where the age com-
position of the population is drastically differ-
ent. A wide-ranging public deliberation on
these tragic choices is now imperative.

The writer is professor of graduate school at
the department of economics, University of
California, Berkeley
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Words struggle to capture the enormity of the response to the disease, so
some numbers will have to suffice. Roughly four billion people - half the world’s

population - have been asked to stay at home.”

— THENEW YORK TIMES

Travelling
new paths

Tourismand hospitality sector will need to remake
itself after COVID-19, asitdid after9/11

FARHAT JAMAL

THE COVID-19 pandemic has caused
unimaginable damage to global tourism,
travel, and the hospitality industry. It has
not only caused huge loss of lives and con-
tinues to do so, but is leaving behind a trail
of havoc on the world’s economies. I have
been part of the hospitality industry for
over four decades and seen many cycles of
downturn. But never before has there been
so much panic, despair and hopelessness
as caused by COVID-19.

I was based in the UK at Taj’s St James
Court Hotel, London, when the horrific9/11
attacks took place in New York. They shook
the US and the rest of the world. The attacks
brought travel by air in particular to a grind-
ing halt. Security at airports got a new def-
inition and the tourism and hospitality in-
dustries went into a tailspin. The measures
put out by the US ensured that they raised
their security levels to unprecedented lev-
els and restored faith in travel in a fairly
short period of time.

The SARS epidemic of 2003 that struck
China, Hong Kong and some parts of South
East Asia was another health calamity that
took 774 lives. It caused losses of about $28
billion and decreased China’s GDP by 1 per
cent. Since then, there have been many
more global emergencies ranging from
wars, earthquakes to havoc caused by en-
vironment degradation and climate
change. Each of these has impacted tourism
directly or indirectly but none as calami-
tous as COVID-19.

Itis too early to predict accurate figures
for global losses in tourism. We are in the
midst of the crisis and tourism is hardly a
priority for the world. However, the World
Travel and Tourism Council estimates that
the tourismindustry stands to lose 50 mil-
lion jobs and see a 25 per cent decline in
global travel. Imagine if 8,50,000 people
who travel between Europe and America
each month stop doing so! The estimated
loss to the US economy is $8.5 billion. The
estimated loss to the sector in India is cur-
rently pegged at a daunting Rs 5 lakh crore
and job losses to the tune of four crore to
five crore. These figures could change de-
pending on how long it takes for nations to
control the virus.

For now, millions who work in restau-
rants, bars, airlines and cruises, online and
traditional travel companies, ground
agents, event management companies, and
many others have seen a sudden halt in
business resulting in job losses and bank-
ruptcies. The industry is largely dependent
on masses of people traveling around the
world and millions within cities, who use
restaurants and bars. It is a big blow when
business is down to zero.

Industry associations in India have
reached out for government intervention
on many fronts. The requests include a 12-
month moratorium on EMIs of interest and
principal payments on loans and working
capital from banks and NBFCs, deferment
of dues such as advance tax, GST, PF ESIC,
to name a few, for about 12 months, and a
GST holiday to the travel and tourism in-
dustry for at least a year.

The airline industry would benefit enor-
mously if the government considers levy-
ing GST on Air Turbine Fuel, which will en-
able them to get input tax credit and be a
big relief for all domestic carriers. These are
reasonable requests. I am very hopeful that
the industry voice will be heard.

In the aftermath of COVID-19, we must
accept that epidemics and virus breakouts
may return to haunt us again in the future.
Preparedness should be our key takeaway
from this experience.

Therise of global terrorism got hotels to
up their security measures. The primary fo-
cus has been to screen bags and individuals
for metal objects, explosives, guns and the
like. Moving forward, technology will play
a significant role in ensuring one goes
through a machine that disinfects you be-
fore you enter hotels and offices. Plast
Group in Turkey has already developed
Ikarus, a device for hotels that disinfects
people before they enter the premises. A
money-cleaning ATM, also in Turkey, dis-
infects paper bills to tackle spread of
COVID-19. Tech interventions will create
minimum physical touch points in hotels.

Hotels of the future may need to be
equipped with basic protective equipment
such as masks, infra thermometers, gloves
and a set or two of PPEs. A standard quaran-
tine room that meets the prescribed stan-
dards laid down by local health authorities
will have to be kept ready. Hotels will have
to revisit housekeeping standard operat-
ing procedures. The government, along
with the industry, will have to prescribe
minimum hygiene and sanitation guide-
lines and compliance standards.

The conversion of hotels into makeshift
healthcare centres or isolation camps will
be a new normal. This is already happen-
ing in big metros like Delhi and Mumbai in
India while dealing with COVID-19.The Taj
recently offered rooms to healthcare work-
ers atits hotels in Mumbai and Delhi. In fu-
ture, pre-earmarked hotels, approved by
the government, will stay prepared for a
swift transition and be able to offer such
services at short notice.

Hopefully, the tourism, travel and hos-
pitality industry will spring back to business
sooner than later. As an eternal optimist,
do believe that the rebirth of tourismis im-
minent, but will it be the same industry that
we have all gotten so used to? It is a tough
question with no easy answers for now.
Travel and hospitality will have to redefine
and reimagine itself in more ways than ever.

The writer is former senior vice-president
operations, IHCL-Taj Group, and group
advisor-hospitality, Hiranandani Group,
Mumbai

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MISSING TESTS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Chief
fighters’ (IE, April 7). Most of the chief
ministers are working hard, but it does
appear that they are not focussing on
aggressive testing. Perhaps this is be-
cause this would increase their state’s
tally of people infected with COVID-19.
We know that the number is increasing
in the US because of their testing pro-
cedure. We don’t know how many co-
rona patients are there in India. The
lockdown should be implemented
stringently. In West Bengal, there is a
lot of work around spreading aware-
ness but there is no mass testing as in
Kerala.

Abhijit Chakraborty, Howrah

NO REAL ACTION

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘When the
peoplelead’ (IE, April 7). Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has drafted the people
into the fight against pandemic by util-
ising their addiction to celebration and
festivity. Two appeals were made by the
PM. First, to applaud health workers
during the “janata curfew” and second,
to light lamps on April 5. However,
nothing much towards actual increas-
ing healthcare services and infrastruc-
ture and providing relief to the needy
has been done.

Vasant Nalawade, Satara

VIRUS 8 NATURE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Let’s re-
spect the balance’ (IE, April 7). The an-
cient Indians had attributed the secret
of “jivem shardah shatam” - a hundred
years of a healthy, happy and creative

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

life - to living in harmony with
nature and respecting spirituality. As
of now, there is no medicine that
can save us from the coronavirus
except our own body immunity.
It has been revealed how inescapable
our relationship with nature and
our body is.

Ankita Srivastava, via email

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Let’s re-
spect the balance’ (IE, April 7). In the last
two weeks, our response to the coron-
avirus pandemic has led to a huge drop
in both air and water pollution. No
doubt that COVID-19 is a global catas-
trophe, but this is the right time to
recognise and realise that we all sharea
single planet. We should always re-
member thatif we don’t take care of na-
ture, nature will neither preserve and
protect us.

Hargunpreet Singh, Patiala
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PANDEMIC
WATCH

PM Shinzo Abe. Reuters

JAPAN
Stateof
emergency
declared

Tokyo: Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe de-
clared amonthlong state of
emergency for Tokyo and
six other prefectures on
Tuesday to ramp up de-
fenses against the spread of
the coronavirus as the
number of infections
surges. But the move came
in the form of a stay-at-
home request — notan or-
der —and violators will not
be penalised. The an-
nouncement follows
surges in new cases in
Tokyo, including consecu-
tive rises exceeding 100
over the weekend. By
Tuesday there were 1,196
confirmed cases in the
metropolitan region of 14
million people. AP

ISRAEL

Wearing masks
in public made
compulsory

Jerusalem: The Israeli gov-
ernmentissued orders on
Tuesday making the
wearing of masks in pub-
lic compulsory to try to
stem the spread of the
coronavirus. It also ap-
proved a timeline for
tightened travel restric-
tions for the Passover hol-
iday, which begins on
Wednesday when Jewish
families gather for a fes-
tive meal commemorat-
ing the Biblical exodus
from slavery in Egypt.
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has said that
this year the dinner
should be a small affair,
limited to household
members, in a bid to
keep infection rates in
check. REUTERS

TAIWAN
Govtagencies
told tonot use
Zoom

Reuters: Taiwan's cabinet
has told government agen-
cies to stop using Zoom
Video Communications
Inc's conferencing app.
Zoom's daily users bal-
looned to more than 200
million in March, as coro-
navirus-induced shut-
downs forced employees
to work from home and
schools switched to the
company's free app for
conductingand coordinat-
ing online classes.
However, the company is
facing a backlash from
users worried about the
lack of end-to-end encryp-
tion of meeting sessions
and “zoombombing”,
where uninvited guests
crash into meetings.

10 THE OUTBREAK s v

New York records its highest single-day
toll, overtakes Italy in corona cases

In sign of optimism, Governor says state nearing plateau in patients hospitalised ‘China-centric’

REUTERS
NEW YORK, APRIL 7

NEW YORK is nearing a plateau
in the number of coronavirus pa-
tients hospitalised, a sign of op-
timism even though the number
of the deaths in the state hita
single-day high, Governor
Andrew Cuomo said on Tuesday.

Cuomo said his state was
“projecting that we are reaching
a plateau in the total number of
hospitalizations” due to the
coronavirus.

In New York state, the death
tollrose by 731 to 5,489 over the
pastday, Cuomo said, though he
called that a “lagging indicator”
illustrating past trends.

The state overtook Italy on
Tuesday, reporting overall coro-
navirus cases second in the
world only to Spain, according to
a Reuters tally.

The tally showed New York
has 138,836 reported cases com-
pared with Italy at 135,586;
Spain has the most cases at
140,510. In total, the United
States has recorded 380,000
cases and 11,800 deaths.

Cuomo said it was time to
start planning for the eventual
restarting of the economy, but
added it was not time to let up
on mitigation efforts to enact
“social distancing” to curb the
spread of the virus.

President Donald Trump a
day earlier said the economy
would be able to reopen “sooner
than people think.”

“Let’s not get complacent,”

A man in a wheelchair crosses a nearly empty 7th Avenue in Times Square, Manhattan in
New York City on Tuesday. Reuters

Cuomo told a news conference.
“Social distancing is working...
That's why you see those num-
bers coming down.”

“Thisis not alight switch that
we can just flick one day and
everything goes back to normal,”
the governor said. “We're going
to have to restart that economy,
we’re going to have to restart a
lot of systems that were shut
down abruptly. And we need to
start to plan for that.”

Encouraging signs came to
light elsewhere as well. Chicago
Mayor Lori Lightfoot told a news
briefing that her city has gone

A policeman detains a doctor protesting the lack of protective
gear for medical staff in Quetta on Monday. Reuters

Doctors strike in Pak
in row over protection

REUTERS
QUETTA,APRIL7

PAKISTANI DOCTORS went on
strike at two hospitals in Quetta
on Tuesday, a day after police
used force to break up and de-
tain medics protesting against a
lack of gear to protect them
against the coronavirus.

Hundreds of doctors and
paramedics protested on
Monday against what they said
was failure by the government
to deliver promised supplies. At
least 30 doctors were detained
by riot police for defying a ban
on public gatherings during a
lockdown introduced to fight the
spread of the virus.

“We are on strike for the pro-
tection of our doctors and para-
medics,” one of the detained doc-
tors, Hanif Luni, a leader of the
association that arranged the
protest, told Reuters on the phone
from his police holding cell.

He said that doctors stayed

on duty in the cardiac and gy-
naecology departments for
emergencies, adding that the
strike had spread to other parts
of the province of Balochistan, of
which Quetta is the capital.

50 prisoners contract
coronavirus

Lahore: At least 50 prisoners in
Pakistan's worst-hit Punjab
province have tested coron-
avirus positive, an official said on
Tuesday.

“The total number of prison-
ers infected with the coronavirus
in Punjab has reached 50 so far.
Some 525 prisoners have been
quarantined in separate cells of
the province,” Inspector General
Prisons Shahid Baig said. He said
some 20 cases have been re-
ported in the camp jail Lahore
and the remaining in others.

On Tuesday, the total num-
ber of COVID-19 cases spiked to
4,000 with 54 death. Punjab has
more cases (2,000) than other
provinces of the country. PTI

Bangla ex-military man, convicted
of killing Bangabandu, arrested

ANISURRAHMAN
DHAKA, APRIL7

AFORMER Bangladeshi military
captain, who was convicted for
killing the country’s founder
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was arrested by the po-
lice in Dhaka on Tuesday.

Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal con-
firmed ex-captain Abdul Majed’s
arrest and said he had been sent
to court to “exhaust legal op-
tions”.

Majed was one of the six ab-
sconding ex-Army officers who
were handed down capital pun-
ishment after their trial in absen-

Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman APFile

tia. Kamal said previous reports
indicated Majed was hiding in
India and he was arrested from
Dhaka upon his return.

The minister said Majed, a
“self-confessed killer”, was not

only involved in Bangabandhu’s
killing on August 15, 1975 at his
private Dhanmandi residence
but was also involved in the sub-
sequent murder of four national
leaders in high security Dhaka
Central Jail on November 3 in
1975.

Legal experts said areporton
his arrest would now be sent to
the Dhaka District Judge’s Court,
which originally tried the killers
of Bangabandhu. “The stipulated
time for appeal against death
penalty expired long ago. Majed
now can just seek Presidential
mercy unless the Supreme Court
decides to consider any plea on
his part,” a Supreme Court
lawyer said. PTI

from coronavirus cases doubling
every one to two days to dou-
bling every nine to 10 days be-
cause residents have complied
with the state’s stay-at-home or-
der. The city has documented
5,043 cases and 118 deaths.
“It's obviously progress,”
Lightfoot said. “But we are not
near the peak so I don’t want to
raise false expectations that it’s
coming sometime soon based on
the modeling that we have seen.”
Authorities have championed
“social distancing” and other mit-
igation policies, saying they were
having a positive effect in fight-

Iran reopens
Parliament as
virus infections
drop for 7th day

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN, APRIL7

IRAN’S PARLIAMENT convened
on Tuesday for the first time
since the coronavirus outbreak
forced its doors to close, as the
country reported a drop in new
infections for the seventh
straight day.

More than two-thirds of the
legislature’s 290 members gath-
ered in the absence of speaker
and veteran politician Ali
Larijani, who tested positive for
COVID-19 last week.

At least 31 members of the
Parliament, or Majles, which had
been shut since February 25,
have contracted the disease.

State television footage of the
opening session showed some
MPs huddling together despite
guidelines on social distancing
to stop the spread of the virus.

Parliament debated and
eventually blocked an urgent bill
to totally lock down the country
for a month, with those against
arguing it would damage the
economy.

“This plan is against jobs and
growing productivity. Who's go-
ing to pay forimplementing it?”
MP Shadmehr Kazemzadeh
said, according to the semi-offi-
cial news agency ISNA.

But Abdolkarim
Hosseinzadeh, who drafted the
bill, said Iran had been “con-
fused” about how to contain the
virus. “We must urgently make
a decision, as history will judge
us,” he said.

ing the spread of the pathogenin
the United States but warned
against complacency. More than
90 per cent of Americans are un-
der stay-at-home orders issued
by state governors.

New York City Mayor Bill de
Blasio said it was too early to de-
clare that a corner had been
turned in the fight against the
coronavirus but he pointed to
some encouraging develop-
ments. “I can say in the last cou-
ple of days, something s starting
to change. We don’t know if it
will be sustained but it is mean-
ingful now,” de Blasio said.

WHO ‘blew it’
On coronavirus,
says Trump

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, APRIL7

UNITED STATES  President
Donald Trump sharply criticised
the World Health Organization
on Tuesday, accusing it of being
too focused on China and issu-
ing bad advice during the coro-
navirus outbreak.

“The W.H.O. really blew it,”
Trump said in a Twitter post.

“For some reason, funded
largely by the United States, yet
very China centric. We will be
giving that a good look.
Fortunately I rejected their ad-
vice on keeping our borders
open to China early on. Why did
they give us such a faulty recom-
mendation?”

The WHO did not respond to
a Reuters request for comment.

On January 31, the WHO ad-
vised countries to keep borders
open despite the outbreak, al-
though it noted that countries
had the right to take measures to
try to protect their citizens. That
same day, Trump’s administra-
tion announced restrictions on
travel from China.

US conservatives have in-
creasingly criticized the WHO
during the global pandemic, say-
ing it relied on faulty data from
China about the outbreak of the
novel coronavirus.

China reports no
new corona deaths
as cases decline

REUTERS
BEIJING, APRIL 7

MAINLAND CHINA on Tuesday
reported no coronavirus deaths
for the first time since the pan-
demic began and a drop in new
cases, a day before the central
city of Wuhan, where the virus
emerged late in December, was
set to lift its lockdown.

China had 32 new infections
by Monday, down from 39 a day
earlier, the National Health
Commission said.

For the first time since the
commission began publishing
nationwide data in late January,
Hubei’s provincial capital of
Wuhan saw no new deaths, join-
ing the rest of mainland China,
which has recorded none since
March 31.

Wauhan, a city of 11 million
that reported only two new in-
fections in the past fortnight, is
due to allow residents to leave
the city on Wednesday for the
first time since it was locked
down on January 23 to curb the
spread of the virus.

From midnight, traffic con-
trol checkpoints in Wuhan will
be dismantled, and normal op-
eration of railways, airports, wa-
terways, highways and buses
will resume.

But zero new cases do not
mean zero risks, the provincial
counter-epidemic authority
said in a statement. Wuhan res-
idents are urged not to leave

China knocks US from top
spot in global patent race

STEPHANIE NEBEHAY
GENEVA, APRIL7

CHINA WAS the biggest source
of applications for interna-
tional patents in the world last
year, pushing the United States
out of the top spot it has held
since the global system was set
up more than 40 years ago, the
UN patent agency said on
Tuesday.

The World Intellectual
Property Organization, which
oversees a system for countries
to share recognition of patents,
said 58,990 applications were
filed from China last year, beat-
ing out the United States which
filed 57,840.

China’s figure was a 200-fold
increase in just 20 years, it said.
The United States had filed the
most applications in the world
every year since the Patent
Cooperation Treaty system was
setupin 1978.

More than half of patent ap-
plications — 52.4 per cent — now
come from Asia, with Japan
ranking third, followed by
Germany and South Korea.

WIPO'’s head, Francis Gurry,
told a news conference China’s
success was “down to a very de-
liberate strategy on the part of
Chinese leadership to advance
innovation and to make the
country a country whose econ-
omy operates at a higher level of
value”. REUTERS

their neighbourhood, their city
and even the province unless
necessary, according to the
statement.

Zhejiang, a populous
province in the east, will conduct
all the necessary tests on people
arriving from Wuhan over the
next 14 days.

The move aims to step up tar-
geted screening of asympto-
matic infections, the Zhejiang
provincial government told a
media briefing on Tuesday.

With mainland China well
past February’s peak of infec-
tions, authorities have turned
their attention to imported cases
and asymptomatic patients,
who show no symptoms but can
still pass on the virus.

Total infections in mainland
China stood at 81,740 on Monday
with 3,331 deaths, the commis-
sion said. It reported 30 new
asymptomatic cases, nine in-
volving incoming travellers. Of
the new asymptomatic cases, 18
were in Hubei.

By the end of Monday, 1,033
asymptomatic patients were un-
der medical observation.

Overseas arrivals made upall
32 of the new cases with symp-
toms, down from 38 a day ear-
lier. Total imported infections
stand at 983, the commission
said.

China faces the “dual risks” of
imported infections and domes-
tic cluster outbreaks, a commis-
sion spokesman told a briefing
on Tuesday.
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Police officers outside St Thomas' Hospital, London, where
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson was moved to intensive
care after his coronavirus symptoms worsened. Reuters

Boris Johnson
‘stable’ in ICU,
required oxygen

REUTERS
LONDON, APRIL 7

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnson was stable in intensive
care on Tuesday after receiving
oxygen support to help him bat-
tle COVID-19, while his foreign
minister Dominic Raab led the
government’s response to the
outbreak.

“He (Johnson) remained sta-
ble overnight. He’s receiving stan-
dard oxygen treatment and
breathing without any assistance.
He has not required any mechan-
ical ventilation or non-invasive
respiratory support,” Raab told a
daily news conference.

Johnson’s personal battle
with the virus has shaken the
government just as the United
Kingdom, now in its third week
of virtual lockdown, enters what
scientists say will be the dead-
liest phase of its coronavirus epi-
demic, which has already killed
atleast 6,159 people.

Johnson, 55, was admitted to
St Thomas’ Hospital, across the
River Thames from parliament,
late on Sunday after suffering
symptoms, including a fever and
a cough, for more than 10 days.

But his condition rapidly de-
teriorated, and he was moved on
Monday to an intensive care unit
in case he needed to be puton a
ventilator.

“He remains in good spirits
and ... his progress continues to
be monitored in critical care,”
Raab said.

The absence of Johnson, the
first leader of a major power to

be admitted to hospital with
COVID-19, has raised questions
about who is truly in charge at
such a crucial time.

While Britain has no formal
succession planif a prime minis-
ter is incapacitated, Johnson
asked Raab, 46, to deputise for
him “where necessary”,
Downing Street said.

If Raab is incapacitated, fi-
nance minister Rishi Sunak
would stand in.

“I'm confident that he’ll pull
through because, if there’s one
thing I know about this prime
minister, he’s a fighter,” Raab
said. “He’ll be back at the helm
leading us through this crisis in
short order.”

Queen Elizabeth wished
Johnson a full and speedy recov-
ery and sent a message of sup-
port to his pregnant fiancée,
Carrie Symonds, and his family.

Raab chaired the govern-
ment’s COVID-19 emergency re-
sponse meeting on Tuesday,
though ministers refused to say
who now had ultimate control
over Britain’s nuclear weapons.

“There are well-developed
protocols,” said Cabinet Office
Minister Michael Gove, who him-
self went into self-isolation on
Tuesday after a family member
displayed coronavirus symptoms.

Government scientists see
Britain’s daily death toll rising
until at least April 12, and the
government is due to decide
early next week whether to start
easing a near-total economic and
social lockdown.

Tuesday’s daily death toll of
786 was the biggest to date.

Spain’s death toll nears
14,000 as pace picks up

REUTERS
MADRID, APRIL 7

SPAIN'’S PACE of coronavirus
deaths ticked up for the first time
in five days on Tuesday, with 743
people succumbing overnight,
but there was still hope the na-
tional lockdown might be eased
SOON.

Tuesday’s toll from the health
ministry compared to 637
deaths registered during the pre-
vious 24 hours, taking the total
to 13,798, the second highest in
the world after Italy. Still, the pro-
portional daily increase of 5.7
per cent was about half that re-
ported a week ago.

“Itis normal to have some os-
cillations ... What matters is to
see the trend and the cumulative
data,” said Maria Jose Sierra,
deputy chief of health emergen-
cies, adding that latest data in-
cluded some delayed notifica-

tions from the weekend.

Total cases rose to 140,510 —
the highest in Europe and sec-
ond in the world after the US.

For lockdown restrictions to
belifted, officials say testing has to
be widened, to find carriers who
may have mild or no symptoms.

The government is planning
mass, quick antibody tests in
coming days. Cadena Ser radio
said about 62,000 people would
be tested twice with an interval
of 21 days to see the effect of any
easing of measures on contagion.

Some Spanish media have
reported in recent days that in-
sufficient testing means the real
death toll could be much higher.
Asked about that, government
spokeswoman Maria Jesus
Montero told a news conference
it was possible there could be
time lags between the report of
adeath and its attribution to the
virus, but that she had no further
information.

Former Vatican treasurer
acquitted of sex offence charges

SONALIPAUL
MELBOURNE, APRIL 7

AUSTRALIA’S HIGHEST court ac-
quitted former Vatican treasurer
George Pell on Tuesday of sexu-
ally assaulting two teenaged
choirboys in the 1990s, freeing
the 78-year-old cardinal after
404 days in jail.

The Vatican welcomed the
decision and praised Pell for hav-
ing “waited for the truth to be as-
certained”.

In a statement it said it al-
ways had confidence in
Australian justice, that Pell had
always maintained his inno-
cence and that the Holy See reaf-

Cardinal George Pell ReutersFile

firmed its “commitment to pre-
venting and pursuing all cases of
abuse against minors”.

The High Court, ruling from
Brisbane, ordered Pell’s convic-
tions be quashed and verdicts of
acquittal be entered in their

place. The seven judges of the
High Court agreed unanimously
that the jury in the cardinal’s trial
“ought to have entertained a
doubt” about his guilt. Pell, who
has maintained his innocence
throughout the lengthy court
process, cannot be retried on the
charges.

A few hours after Pell’s ac-
quittal, Pope Francis offered his
morning Mass for those who
suffer from unjust sentences.
Francis did not mention Pell by
name. “I would like to pray today
for all those people who suffer
unjust sentences resulting from
intransigence (against them),”
Francis said, at the start of the
Mass. REUTERS
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INDEX JUMPS 2,476 POINTS TO 30,067 ON HOPES OF FALLING COVID-19 CASES

9% jump: Sensex’s biggest one-day rally since May ‘09 |

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 7

DOMESTIC INDICES on Tuesday
staged their biggest one-day
gain of nearly 9 per cent since
May 2009 on strong global cues,
amid reports that new COVID-
19cases were on the decline. The
benchmark Sensex skyrocketed
by 2,476 points to 30,067.21 and
the Nifty Index spurted by 708
points to 8,792.20 in line with
the global stock rally.

The rupee also surged by 49
paise to close at 75.64 against
the US dollar following the stock
market rally.

Analysts said Indian markets
opened on a positive note fol-
lowing upbeat global cues in
Asian markets as there was a
decline witnessed in new
COVID cases globally and hopes
of the pandemic peaking out
gathered pace and substantial

Global cues help,
but foreign portfolio
investors key

THE SENSEX witnessed its highest single-day gain on
Tuesday, since the 17 per cent jump it had witnessed on May
18,2009. While the gains in the market replicated those in
global markets, foreign portfolio investors turned net positive
investors in Indian capital markets for the first time on

Tuesday since March 5.

While they invested a net of Rs 741.7 crore on Tuesday,
between March 5 and April 7, they sold Indian equity and debt
holdings worth Rs 1,16,342 crore or around $15.5 billion.

liquidity stimulus package an-
nounced by Bank of Japan.
Reports of another relief pack-
age is being readied by the
Central government also
boosted the sentiment.
“During the afternoon ses-

‘Multi-notch sovereign ratings
downgrade likely in 2020’

Fitch Ratings has said multi-notch downgrades of
sovereign ratings are likely during 2020 due to the
coronavirus outbreak and sharp fall in oil prices

Emerging markets situation: Multi-notch downgrades have
been more common during exogenous shocks that cause
abrupt changes in external financing conditions. This is a
feature of current EM sovereign credit conditions

SBI cuts MCLR by 35 bps,
SB deposit rate by 25 bps

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL7

STATE BANK of India (SBI), the
country’s largest lender, has
slashed the marginal cost of funds
based lending rate (MCLR) by 35
basis points across all tenors and
interest rates on savings bank ac-
counts by 25 bps to 2.75 per cent.

The one-year MCLR has come
down to 740 per cent from 7.75
per cent with effect from April 10,
2020.“Thisis the eleventh consec-
utive cut in MCLR in FY 2019-20,”
the bank said in a statement.

Consequently, EMIsoneligible
home loan accounts (linked to
MCLR)will get cheaper by around
Rs 24 per Rs 1 lakh on a 30 year
loan. The SBImove follows the RBI
decision to slash Repo rate by 75
basis points to 4.40 per cent and
cash reserve ratio by 100 basis
points in last monetary policy re-
view.

SBIhasalsoslashed its interest
rates on savings bank deposits,
with effect from April 15,2020 “in

The one-year MCLR has
come down to 740 per

centfrom 7.75 per cent
with effect from Apr 10

view of adequate liquidity in the
system”. For balances uptoRsone
lakh and above Rs one lakh, SBde-
posit rate has been reduced by 25
bps from 3 per cent to 2.75 per
cent. Other banks are also set to
slash the rates in the coming days.

OnMarch 27,SBlpassed onthe
entire 75 bps Repo rate cut to its
borrowers availing loans linked to
external benchmark linked lend-
ing rate (EBR) as well as Repo
linked lending rate (RLLR).

With effect from April 1,2020,
EBR had come down to 7.05 per
cent perannum from 7.80 per cent.
Ithas cutRLLR to 6.65 per cent per
from 7.40 per cent. Consequently,
EMIs on eligible home loan ac-
counts(linked to EBRor RLLR) will
get cheaper by around Rs 52 per
one lakh ona30yearloan.

sion, markets further gained
traction as investors cheered re-
ports that the Finance Ministry
is working on a second relief
package for the Indian economy
to mitigate negative impact due
to COVID-19. In terms of

@ DEVELOPED MARKET
SOVEREIGNS AND THOSE IN
LATAM HAVE EXPERIENCED
THE MOST MULTI-NOTCH
DOWNGRADES

‘BBB-’:

In April 2019, Fitch retained
India’s sovereignrating at
‘BBB-’, the lowest investment
grade, with stable outlook,
saying a weak fiscal position
continues to constrain its
rating

REASONS
W Coronavirus outbreak

M Sharp fall in oil prices

13thyearin arow that Fitch
has rated India at ‘BBB-’

breadth, today’s rally was more
broad-based with buying in
both frontline and mid-small
cap stocks. Almost all the sectors
were trading in green in the
markets today,” said Narendra
Solanki, Head- Equity Research,
Anand Rathi Shares & Stock
Brokers.

Abhimanyu Sofat, head of
Research, IIFL Securities, said,
“The rally in the market was
driven by positive news about
New York and Spanish data on
the rate of corona infections.
The flattening of the curve
would help a risk-on trade in
the market. However, for Nifty
to go above the 9,000 levels,
one would need some addi-
tional positive news on domes-
tic front.”

Crude prices have risen as a
virtual meeting between OPEC
and its allies to discuss produc-
tion cuts is scheduled to take
place on Thursday.

® ‘B’: MOST COMMON
RATING CATEGORY FROM
WHICH MULTI-NOTCH
DOWNGRADES HAVE
OCCURRED

12 developed markets’
sovereigns have had 26
multi-notch downgrades, mostly
clustered around the financial
crisisin2008-2009 and the
eurozone crisis (2011-12)

NEARLY 40% of multi-notch
downgrades started froman
investment grade rating
(‘BBB’ category or higher)
with a numberinthe ‘A’ and
‘AA’ categories, consistent
with highly rated eurozone
sovereigns being subjected to
downgrades in eurozone crisis

India’s last upgrade by Fitch: It had last

upgraded India’s sovereign rating from ‘BB*
to ‘BBB-’ with a stable outlook on August 1,

2006

Source: Fitch
Ratings/PTI

RUPEE
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OIL

$26.15
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338,100

*Indian basket as on March 19,2020

*International market data till 1900 IST

Jobless rate amid

ockdown period

Wall Street gains; oil 0
rises as hopes build for hits 23.4%: CMIE

global production cut

REUTERS
NEW YORK/LONDON, APRIL 7

WALL STREET rose on Tuesday on
early signs of the coronavirus out-
break plateauing in some of the
biggest US hot spots, with the New
York state's governor saying social
distancing measures to curtail the
spread of the virus were working.

The S&P 500 was set for its
biggest two-day gaininnearly two
weeks, building on a 7 per cent
jump on Monday;, as health offi-
cials also revised down dire pro-
jections of the US death toll.

At11:36a.m.ETthe Dow Jones
Industrial Average was up 608.22
points, or 2.68 per cent, at
23,288.21, the S&P 500 was up
61.00 points, or 2.29 per cent, at
2,724.68 and the Nasdaq
Composite was up 119.70 points,
or 1.51 per cent, at 8,032.94.

Japan's Nikkei posted a 2 per
cent gain overnight as its govern-
ment promised a near $1 trillion
stimulus package - equal to a fifth
of its gross domestic product.

The pan-European STOXX 600
indexrose 1.55 per centand MSCI's
gauge of stocks across the globe
gained 2.03 per cent.

Emerging market stocks rose
3.20 per cent. MSCI's broadest
index of Asia-Pacific shares out-
side Japan closed 2.7 per cent
higher, while Japan's Nikkei rose
2.01 per cent.

With market optimismon the
rise, the US dollar dropped and
riskier currencies outperformed
asriskappetiteimproved on hopes
that lock-downs may be slowing
the spread of the coronavirus in
some countries.

The dollar index, tracking the
greenback against six major cur-
rencies, fell 0.675 per cent, withthe
euro up 0.83 per cent to $1.0881.

RBI offers more support to states/UT's

Meanwhile, borrowing cost surges up to 8.96%
NEW OD FACILITY VALID TILL SEPTEMBER 30

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 7

GIVING MORE flexibility to
cash-starved state governments
to tide over their cash flow mis-
matches, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has decided to in-
crease the number of days for
which a state or union territory
(UT) can be in overdraft contin-
uously to 21 working days from
the current stipulation of 14
working days.

The number of days for
which a state or UT — which are
strapped for cash in the wake of
the coronavirus pandemic —
can be in overdraft in a quarter
has been increased to 50 work-
ing days from the current stipu-
lation of 36 working days. “This
arrangement will come into
force with immediate effect and
will remain valid till September
30, 2020,” the RBI said.

Meanwhile, the first bond
auction by the state govern-
ments in the current financial
year on Tuesday witnessed a

Railways falls short of previous year’s
freight loading figures for first time

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI,APRIL7

INDIAN RAILWAYS has for the first
time fallen short of its previous
year’s freight loading figures.

At 1,209 million tonnes, itis 14
million tonnes short of its freight
loading figures as of theend of the
last financial year, even while be-
ing on course to surpass previous
year’s record in February, which
had witnessed the highest freight
loading figures.

Asthe country cameinthe grip
of the COVID-19 outbreak by the
middle of March and many states
started restricting business andin-
dustrial activities in a partial lock-
down, the need to transport goods
also ebbed. So, by the end of
February, Railways carried 4 mil-
lion tonnes of more freight than it
did by the end of February 2019.

But,inMarch, it carried 18 mil-
lion tonnes less goods than the
previous year. And, March 18 on-
wards, the volumes started drop-

Workers load sacks of food
grains inside a goods train
amid the lockdown in
Ranchi on Tuesday. P11

ping about 50 per cent.

From loading about 61,000
wagons per day pre-lockdown, the
number dropped to around
34,000 wagons per day during the
lockdown.

Power demand was already
down 10-15 per cent before the
lockdown, Railway officials said,

sowas the need tocarry coaltothe
power houses. So, coal carried to
power plants was just about 50
million tonnes in March —asharp
decline of 10 million tonnes com-
pared tolast March. However, even
during the lockdown period when
movement of goods trains has
been exempted, it has not been
easy for the national transporter.

At present, about 130 goods
trains, loaded with cement, are sta-
bled at unloading points at its
premises. “The usual business
model of cement industry was to
not take cement to gowdowns but
directly dump them to various
construction sites from trains only.
Now, that construction activity is
not there, manufacturers and dis-
tributors are not finding space to
keep them,” said a Railway official.

Foodgrainsareloadingand un-
loading well, albeit slowly, making
room for reduced labour and
maintaining social distancing.
Even after the lockdown is lifted,
officials said, the availability of
labour mightbe anissue.

B The number of days for
which a state or UT — which
is strapped for cash in the
wake of the coronavirus
pandemic —canbein
overdraftin a quarter has
been increased to 50
working days from the

sharp rise of up to 8.96 per cent
in borrowing costs amid specu-
lation that states and the Centre
will have to borrow more to
fund expenditure plans.

Results of the latest auctions
State Development Loans of 10
state governments reveal that
Kerala raised Rs 1,887 crore 15-
year bonds at 8.96 per cent -
4.56 percentage points more
than the RBI's policy Repo rate
of 4.40 per cent.

Rajasthan’s seven-year bond
attracted a cut-off yield of 8.31
per cent. The yield on J&K’s Rs
800 crore bond was 8.15 per
cent. A total amount of Rs

SC extends
tenure of TDSAT

chairperson

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL7

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday ex-
tended the tenure of the Telecom
Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT) Chairperson,
which was coming to an end on
April 20 by three more months.

A Bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao, S K Kaul and
Deepak Gupta asked the govern-
ment for not filling up the vacan-
cies of the Administrative and
Technical Member in the Tribunal
despite these falling vacantin 2018
and 2019, respectively.

“We express our concern re-
garding appointments of
Administrative Member(s) and
Technical Member(s) not being
made after they have fallen vacant
long back”, the court said. The
Bench asked how tribunals could
function without members and
asked the government to expedite
the process. The court will hear the
matter in the first week of May.

current stipulation of 36
working days

M This arrangement will
come into force with
immediate effect and will
remain valid till September
30,2020

32,560 crore was raised com-
pared to Rs 37,500 crore on of-
fer. The spread charged by in-
vestors rose by 25-40 basis
points up to 160 bps.

Of gross borrowings of Rs 7.8
lakh crore in FY21, the Centre
has proposed to borrow Rs 4.88
lakh crore, or 62.56 per cent in
the first half of the fiscal as
against 62.25 per cent done in
the previous fiscal. The Budget
2020-21 has pegged the
Centre’s net market borrowing
— including government securi-
ties, treasury bills and post of-
fice life insurance fund — at Rs
5.36 lakh crore.

Aprotester outside StThomas’
Hospital in London. Reuters

The Japanese yen strength-
ened 0.17 per cent versus the
greenback at 109.06 per dollar,
while Sterling was last trading at
$1.232,up0.74 per cent on the day.

QOil prices clawed theirway into
positive territory on Tuesday as
hopes that the world’s biggest pro-
ducerswill agree to cut output out-
weighed analyst fears thataglobal
recession in the wake of the coro-
navirus crisis could be deeper than
expected.

Brent crude was up 88 cents,
or 2.66 per cent, at $33.93 abarrel
by 1137 GMT after falling more
than 3 per cent on Monday. West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude
wasup 79 cents, or 3.03 per cent, at
$26.87, having dropped nearly 8
per cent in the previous session.

The mainoil producers, includ-
ingSaudi Arabia and Russia, are ex-
pected to agree to cut output at a
meetingon Thursday, though that
would depend on the United
States joining in, sources said.
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NEW DELHI, APRIL7

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE during
March 30-April 5 rose to 23.4 per
cent and the labour participation
rate fell to 36 per cent, reflecting
the impact of lockdown to tackle
COVID-19 outbreak, datareleased
by Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy Tuesday showed. For full
month of March, unemployment
rose toa43-month high of 8.7 per
cent, while the labour participa-
tion rate dropped to 41.9 per cent.
Labour participation rate was
42 6 per centin Februaryand42.7
per centinMarch 2019, CMIE said.
Unemployment rate in February
was 7.7 while in January it had
beenrecorded at 7.1 per cent.
Post the nationwide 21-day
lockdown since March 25, labour
availability hasbeenamajorissue.
“This is the first time that the
LPR has fallen below 42 per
cent...this fall in the LPR in March
was the result of a sharp 9 million
fallin the labour force — from 443
millionin January 2020 to434 mil-
lion in March 2020. The compo-
nents of this fall is telling of the
times. The labour force consists of
allemployed persons and persons
who are unemployed and are ac-
tively looking for jobs. What has
happened between January and
March is that the number of em-
ployed fell from 411 million to 396
millionand the number of unem-

WhatsApp puts new limits
on forwarding of messages

NANDAGOPAL RAJAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL7

WHATSAPPIS trying to slow the
spread of misinformation re-
lated to the pandemic by rolling
out a new feature on the plat-
form, which will prevent a fre-
quently forwarded message
from being sent to more than
one chat. This new feature is be-
ing rolled out globally.

This is how it works. When
you get a new message on your
phone that has already been for-
warded more than five times, you
will be able to forward it only to
one more chat — this could be a
person or a group.

In January 2019, WhatsApp
had set a global limit on for-
warded messages and started
showing the frequently for-
warded icon on such posts.

Rumours and videos pur-
portedly showing coronavirus
patients or touting cures for the
pandemic have been going viral
onall social media platforms and

creating a headache for health as
well as security agencies. Most
state governments have warned
of criminal action if such mes-
sages are forwarded by anyone.
The new measure by WhatsApp
can go a long way in flattening
the curve of virality for these
messages.

WhatsAppis also working on
anew feature —now inbeta test-
ing with some users in some ge-
ographies — that empowers users
to get more information about
messages that are going viral on
the platform.

As part of the beta feature, a
much-forwarded message will
show a magnifying glass icon
next to it, giving users the option
to send that message to a web
search that shows news results or
other sources of information per-
taining to the post. WhatsApp
hopes the ability to easily verify
the authenticity of some mes-
sages will also help reduce the
spread of rumours. WhatsApp
has not announced when this fea-
ture will be rolled out to all users.

India takes US to WTO panel for hiking
duties on steel, aluminium derivatives

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,APRIL7

INDIA HAS sought consultations
with the US, under WTO's safe-
guard agreement, against US au-
thorities' decision to increase im-
port duties on derivatives of steel
and aluminium products.

In January, the US issued a
Presidential proclamation stating

As per acommunication
of the WTO, India
considers this measure
oftheUStobea
safeguard measure

that steel and aluminium deriva-
tives would be subject to tariff in-
crease. As peracommunication of

the World Trade Organization
(WTO),India considers this meas-
ure of the US to be a safeguard
measure within a provision of
General Agreement on Tariffsand
Trade 1994, and the Agreement on
Safeguards.

"India considers tariff increase
through Presidential Proclamation
on 24 January 2020 as an exten-
sion of earlier safeguard measures
(announced in March 2018).

Icra cuts FY21 growth forecast to 2%

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,APRIL7

ICRARATINGS onTuesday sharply
cut the country's GDP forecast
amid the COVID-19 crisis and said
itexpects the economy to grow at
just2 per centin the currentfiscal.

It said the nationwide lock-
down announced to contain the
coronavirus outbreak has im-
pacted industries and their oper-

ations have come to a standstill.

"The Indian economy is likely
to witness a sharp contraction of
4.5 per cent (de-growth) during
Q4FY20andisexpected torecover
gradually, to posta GDP growth of
just 2 per centin FY21," the rating
agency said.

Itsaid the concerns onaccount
of COVID-19 have morphed from
the impact of imports from China
on domestic supply chains, into a
domestic and external demand

shock, with social distancing and
lockdowns leading to production
shutdowns and joblossesinsome
sectors.

The high impact sectors in
terms of risk on account of COVID-
19are aviation, hotels, restaurants,
jewellery, retail, shipping, ports
and portservices. According tothe
rating agency, in the current sce-
nario, extended demand disrup-
tionsarelikely tolead toelongated

payment cycles.

loss of 195M
full-time jobs

Geneva: The UN's labour or-
ganisation estimates the
equivalent of 195 million
full-time jobs could be lost
in the second quarter alone
from the pandemic. AP

ployed increased from 32 million
to 38 million. So, the 9 million fall
in the labour force consists of a 15
million fall in the count of em-
ployed and a 6 million increase in
the count of unemployed,” said
Mahesh Vyas, MD & CEO, CMIE.

Vyas termed the labour data
for March as “worrisome”.

The jobless rate has beenrising
steadily since its low point of 3.4
per cent inJuly 2017. “But, the 98-
basis pointincrease in March 2020
over the previous month is the
largest monthly increase recorded.
And the 158-basis point increase
over two months ended in March
2020 is, similarly, the largest in-
crease over a two month period
recorded so far,” the CMIE said. It
noted due to lockdown the sam-
ple size for the labour statistics has
been lower than usual. The total
sample deployed in making
monthly estimates is usually over
1,17000individuals, which was re-
duced to 83,929 in March.

BRIEFLY

‘Remuneration
todirectorsto
attract GST’

New Delhi: Companies will
have to pay GST on the re-
muneration they dole outto
directors, the Authority for
Advance Ruling (AAR) has
said. In an application filed
before the Rajasthan bench
of the AAR, Clay Craft India
Pvt Ltd had sought clarifica-
tion on whether salaries paid
to directors would attract
Goods and Services Tax. PTI

WeWork sues
SoftBank for
backing out

Washington: WeWork has
sued SoftBank claiming the
investment group breached
its contractual obligations by
backing out of a $3 billion
rescue plan. The lawsuit filed
in a US court in Delaware
came just days after
SoftBank said it was backing
out of the plan to purchase
WeWork shares to shore up
the finances of the struggling
sharing economy giant. AFP

Sebirevises
cut-off timings
for MFs

New Delhi: Sebi has revised
cut-off timings for subscrip-
tion and redemption of lig-
uid, overnight and other mu-
tual fund schemes amid the
lockdown to deal with the
coronavirus pandemic. The
revised timings will be appli-
cable from April 7 till April 17.

‘Certificate of
origin’ for
exporters

New Delhi: The Commerce
Ministry has designed anon-
line platform for issuance of
a ‘certificate of origin’ for ex-
ports to those countries with
whichIndiahas trade agree-
ments. PTI
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Playersare ‘easy
target’ in pay rows,
reckons Solskjaer

Manchester: Manchester United coach
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer insisted on
Tuesday it was unfair to single out foot-
ballers over the issue of pay cuts during
the coronavirus pandemic and said
they are an "easy target". England's
wealthy top-flight stars have come un-
der fire over their lack of action, with
British Health Secretary Matt Hancock
calling for them to take a cut and "play
their part”. The Premier League has
urged players to accept wage reduc-
tions of 30 percent but ongoing talks
have hitastumbling block. Professional
Footballers' Association boss Gordon
Taylor said his members had "agreed
to play their part” and Solskjaer said it
was time to stop criticising players. "For
me football is an easy target some-
times," Solskjaer told Sky Sports.

"For me it's unfair to call on any in-
dividual or footballers as a group be-
cause I already know players do a great
amount of work in the community,
and players are doing a lot to help this
situation. “It's noteasy for anyone, and
to be called out is not fair for me.”

UFCcloseto
securing private
island for fights

California: UFC President Dana
White has said the mixed martial
arts promotion is close to securing a
"private island" to stage bouts for in-
ternational fighters during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The flu-like
virus has infected 1.27 million peo-
ple globally and caused over 70,000
deaths and brought the sports world
to a standstill, but the UFC plans to
stick to its schedule albeit without
fans in attendance.

The organisation, which was
forced to postpone three events, will
resume its calendar with UFC 249 on
April 18 and White said he had also
found a new venue for that event af-
ter the Barclays Center in New York

NIHALKOSHIE

AT THE end of a month and a half of training
and competition, Anju Bobby George hit her
nadir at an inopportune time — three weeks
before the 2003 World Championships sched-
uled at the end of August.

Anju and her coach-husband Robert Bobby
George, had made Spain their base as they trav-
elled across Europe to participate in six compe-
titions before the big one. A month-long stint
with world-record holder Mike Powell in
California, to iron out some technical issues,
had gone well and medals came in meets at
Madrid and Stockholm. But in Berlin, the last
one on her schedule, Anju’s form evaporated
and she could jump just 6.29 metres. The dis-
tance was poor but the bigger concern was her
body: 'bloated, sore’ in her own words. The
doctor's diagnosis thereafter should have killed
the dream of a world championship medal.

“Mybody wasliterally double the size, I felt
heavy. The doctor looked at me and asked me
to take six weeks off. Fatigue because of the cy-
cle of competing, training, travelling had taken
its toll,” Anju says.

What Robert and Anju hadn't accounted
for was the severe heatwave in Europe. Spain
was scorching. Anju threw in the towel. “I told
Bobby (Robert) that [ want to return to India.
Itwould be ashame if1did badly at the Worlds.
Iwas worried people would make funof us as
we had spent somuch money and time for the
Worlds,” she recalls.

Robertdangled a carrot. He coaxed his wife
to travel to the city of love. “Bobby asked me
‘have you ever seen Paris'? And I said 'no". So
he said, ‘let us go see that city. Come, it will be
fun. Forget about the world championships for
now'. I agreed and we travelled.”

Robert’s tactic worked as he knew he could
eventually get Anju to jump three weeks later
atthe Stade de France. Anjuwent on towin the
bronze, the only medal by an Indian athlete at
a senior world championships. Till then in
track and field, fourth-places finishes on the
world stage were glorified for decades, an ex-
tra coat of heroism added with every retelling.
It meant that the nation's collective belief had

was ruled out. AGENCIES been numbed into thinking that for Indians,  worked. Bobby had detachedmebutmademe flag, the official showed ared one.Ihad over-  which we first saw and there would beabet-  He said jokingly, ‘So far we paid you to coach
just missing out was as good as a medal. do all the physical work,” Anju remembers. stepped by one millimetre.” ter runway and pit. But I was disappointed  Anju, now you pay me and [ will tell you'.”
DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Concentrate on You must either
home, family and make some sort of
domestic affairs commitment or lose
while the Moon the support and
swings through enthusiastic affection of someone who could
regions of your chart. This one day exert a massively
is an indication that you will beneficial influence on
soon be back in favour and your life, security and
therefore able to swing any happiness. If you are
changes you want, just as long therefore to break a promise,
as you paint a sufficiently you must do so only after
positive picture. full consultation.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Bide your time now Time and time again,
and for the next your horoscope
. forty-eight hours. comes back to
CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson You have somuch workand
going for you that the last thing professional ambitions, but not
you should do is blow it all by for much longer. However, the
revealing someone’s secrets or, final curtain call may not be
worst of all, being taken in by taken for another three weeks,
gossip. Actually, you could be so stay alert until then. In the
ACROSS DOWN happiest if you're left alone to meantime, try to have more
1  Bestwhippedorputiniced 1 Marvellous surroundings for doyour own thing. pleasqre — whatever you
sweet dish (6) , quiet meal (6) GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) are doing.
4  Keptarecordthat'sscratched 2  Gathersassortment of pears You are extremely SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
(6) (5) fortunate that you An essential
9  Highlevel?(7) 3 Mountain woman who was are having a second component of your
10  Aleftarm which may be tempted to take things easy chance. Basically, current chart points
raised (5) (7) you have until the end of this to the fact that the

11  Follow directions and engage
inlitigation (5)

12 Watching the way things go?
(7)

13 Theydraw itacross not
round (11)

18 Doesn't let one forget about
cares(7)

20 Plainnet(5)

22 Agroup of companies given
credit(5)

23 Itendsaflightin two ways(7)

24  Dishy redhead turns out to
be rather sarcastic (6)

25 Individual rep’s order gets no
return (6)

5  Measure of restriction (5)

6  Onewhoinsists on facts is
later confused (7)

7  Motheralongtime hurt(6)
8 Ithaslots toattract buyers

THOSE MONTHS.
THOSE MINUTES

As the world battles the Covid-19 outbreak,
sportis staring at an unfathomable future.
The Indian Express looks back at the
sporting moments which have given the
country reasons to rejoice in the past

JULY-AUGUST 2003
“Bobby asked me ‘have you ever seen
Paris’? I said ‘no’. He said, ‘let’s go.”
AUGUST 30
Ididn't get a take- off and it was a flat
jump, butI gave it my all.”

In Paris, Anju rested for the first two days,
while Robert took a stroll at the athletes' vil-
lage and — at that point unknown to Anju—to
collect accreditation cards. When after two
days, the swelling in her body hadn’t reduced,
Robert asked her to jogina park to see if some
light exercise would help. “You can't travel back
toIndia if your joints are swollen. So try warm-
ing up,” he told Anju. The next step was to get
her to see the village. She stayed there with the
other athletes. Robert had to wait another day
till his accreditation came through to join her.

Anju’s mood perked up and soon she was
ready to jump and train, but without stretch-
ing herself. She also went to the gymnasium
tolift weights. “Iwas lifting more than my max-
imum in snatch and clean (and jerk). Things
were falling in place. But I didn't realise it im-
mediately. At that point, I was not planning to
participate.”

Anjuwas almostinatrance, her mind freed
from pressure, but her body was fast recover-
ing. Just days before the first round, Anju put
on her spikes and jumped. “I just put 80 per
cent of effort but jumped 6.76 metres. Mike
Powell, who was in Paris, saw the jump and
came running and said 'you are flying'. When
he last saw me, I could barely move. He was
pleasantly surprised. Bobby's strategy of slowly
getting me back into shape, step by step, had

(74) MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

14 Anarsenal our soldiers
surround (7)

15 Perfume made to provoke? (7)

16 Gave anaddress toread out
(6)

17 Mineral almost exhausted in
this state (6)

19  Marks or pounds? (5)
21 Tiesup about ten and departs

(5)

Solutions Crossword 4085: Across: 1 Dowager, 5 Taste, 8 Getting on a bit, 9 Scoop,
10 Torrent, 11 Sitter, 12 Gratis, 15 Endures, 17 Means, 19 Court disaster, 20 Lotto, 21
Entered. Down: 1 Degas, 2 Without a doubt, 3 Glimpse, 4 Rights, 5 Tenor, 6 Subject
matter, 7 Estates, 11 Stencil, 13 Rampant, 14 Aspire, 16 Ratio, 18 Shred.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.
Words may be false and full of art;___are the natural language of the___.-Thomas Shadwell
(5...,.5)
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Difficulty Level 2s

Instructions

nine boxes.

SUDOKU 4173

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy;

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the

3s=Medium; 4s=Hard,;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =
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Anjuis the only Indian athlete towina
medal at a senior world championships.

Soon he was talking up Anju's medal
chances. France's Eunice Barber and Russia's
TatyanaKotova were the ones she had towatch
out forwith American Jade Johnsonand Italy's
defending champion Fiona May strong con-
tenders as well. “On the day of the qualifica-
tion round, Bobby told me you need to reach
the final, thatis the first step. Oncelreached the
final, he started talking about the medal. [ had
gained a lot of confidence by then and started
believing that I would win a medal,” she says.

After the first round, Anju was leading, but
by the fourth had slipped to provisional fourth
place. “My third jump was a huge one, perhaps
a7-metre jump but after first raising the white
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innings make a mistake.”

MICHAEL CLARKE

FORMER AUSTRALIA SKIPPER

From the brink to the podium

Had it not been for husband-coach Bobby coaxing her into a Paris trip, Anju wouldn't have made it to the 2003 World Championships

The fourth attempt came amidst high
drama. May, the Italian, could not find her
checkmark. “Iremember she was furious and
upset. I was to jump next. When I looked, my
check mark was also missing. Maybe some-
one moved it. Luckily, justas a precaution, | had
left a wet towel a little away to mark the point
where l would begin my run-up. SolIrelied on
the towel and had to do a little guesswork.”

A near miss

Adistance of 6.56 metres in the fourth at-
tempt meant Anju had to claw her way back
into amedal position in the next attempt, else
going all out in the sixth and final jump would
puther underimmense pressure. "Before the
fifth, I prayed to all the gods. Yet one of my
spikes hit the knee on my other leg. I lost mo-
mentum and had just four strides to regainit.
[didn't get a take- off and it was a flat jump, but
[ gave it my all. And I got 6.70 metres. I didn't
know how much I had jumped.”

Anjuwas in third position with one round
to go. As things panned out, Johnson who was
capable of knocking off Anju from the podium
managed just 6.53m in the final round and
could not improve on her 6.63m. Barber and
Kotova took the top two spots.

“It was a proud feeling. The landline in my
room would not stop ringing. Indian embassy
officials handed me a congratulatory message
from the President of India. An Indian flag was
hoisted in our part of the athletes’ village.”

California calling

Following a medal at the previous year's
Asian Games and CWG, the husband-wife pair
decided to go to the best to make animpact at
the world level. They turned to Powell, who
coached at the Fullerton University in
California. They contacted him through
Robert's brother and some friends, and he
agreed. The first step was getting an 'ok’ from
the sports ministry for travel and funds. Robert
and Anju went to Delhi and stayed the whole
of March before the foreign training stint was
cleared. They were upbeat until they saw the
training centre at the university after travelling
halfway across the globe.

“I first thought it was some basic facility

when Powell told us that this was it. When we
left for America, I thought it would be like a
'dreamworld'’. But the facility was sosmalland
basic. The track was not thick and the spikes
would wear off fast. On one side, towards the
left, the pit was slanting. Anyway, Bobby said
'we have come this far, let us continue here'.”

The one month with Powell did wonders to
Anju's technique. First, she had toadjust tothe
new training schedule. In India, she was used
to two training sessions, one in the morning
and another in the evening. Under Powell it
was allinone go—10am to4 pm— with noth-
ing to eat in between except protein shakes.
The only source of shade was alamp post near
the jumping pit.

Powell's dedication as coach, however, im-
pressed both Anju and Robert. “He was with
us all the time. He would be on the track and
would correct the technique. At his age (he was
almost40), he still had great pace. But Iwould
try my best to match. He helped me when it
came to speed and approach variations.
Bobby’s training system was the same as it was
in the USA and was similar to what the best
athletes followed, but the Americans are al-
ways a step ahead when it comes to technique.
Back thensittinginIndia, it was not easy to stay
up to date with the advances in technique. I
changed my approach from 34 metres to 41.”

She would be exhausted after the day's
work, but she had to cook. “Boiled chicken and
fish as I had to take a lot of protein. Very little
rice,” she says. For weight training, Anju had to
travel 50 miles. “The good thing was Powell
used to drive us and drop us back.”

Anju and Bobby trained their minds to be
sponge-like, listening to every word Powell
said. They had just one monthin Californiaand
didn't want to waste a single day. Powell intro-
duced Anju to a top sports management firm
Hudson-Smith International. It paved the way
for Anju to compete on the European Grand
Prix circuit. Everything seemed on track, till
Berlin, when her body let her down and she
gave up at the end of her event. Before Robert
helped her chart a glorious comeback in less
than three weeks.

“After  won the bronze in Paris, Powell
asked Bobby: ‘Whatkind of magicdid youdo?’

week to reconsider your
position and until the middle
of next week to do something
about it. But both next

month and the month after
bring a couple of complete

U turns, so nothing is written
in stone.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
You have worked too
hard, and waited far
toolong, to be
denied your full
reward. Can I entreat you to use
every bit of your ambitious,
courageous character to take a
vital step up the Cancerian
career ladder and to lick the

only truth s spiritual, witha
capital T. What you may now
achieve is an opportunity

to make those who have
tried to pull the wool over
your eyes realise that you
cannot be changed.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Even the prospect of
amajor upheaval on
the personal front
should not upset you

too much. You're lucky that the

general planetary situationis
swinging heavily towards
relaxation after a period of
relatively high tension. You'll
have more time to put your

opposition at home? feet up.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
[am quite sure that, Today’s lunar
ina matter of days, alignments bring
you will be positive personal
presented with the indications for

opportunity to put your own
house in order by making
whatever improvements you
desire. Yesterday's delicate
planetary patterns combine
with today’s more sensitive
indications to strengthen your
mysterious ‘sixth sense’.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

Aquarians, and I would expect
you to turn even unpromising
conditions to your advantage.
Family life could also be

fairly relaxed, at least for some
of the time. Plus, you can

get your own way more often
than not.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

You are to be the Atall times,and inall

recipient of good situations, you must

fortune froma try to keep your

hidden or secret emotions in check
source. There’s a catch, because and do your best to ensure that
if this source is indeed new acquaintances and

concealed, the consequences
may not be known to you for
months or even years. Can

you wait that long? You must

professional associates can
really provide you with the
assurances they offer. You
canalso turn on the charmiif

be patient.

it helps.



