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Max: 38OC
Min: 24.1OC 
RH: 34%
Rain: Nil

Forecast: Cloudy sky. Rain
or thundershowers likely 
Max/Min temp. 39/24ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Sarvari; Uttarayana

Tithi: Chaitra Bahula Dwitiya till
12.41 am (Friday)

Star: Swati till 12.17 am (Friday)
Varjyam: 8 am to 9.25 am and

5.20 am to 6.47 am (Friday)
Durmuhurtam: 10.14 am to

11.04 am; 3.10 pm to 3.59 pm
Rahukalam: 1.30 pm to 3 pm

HIJRI CALENDAR
Shabaan 14,1441 AH

PRAYERS
Fajar: 5.04 am

Zohar: 12.28 pm
Asar: 4.38 pm

Maghrib: 6.36 pm
Isha: 7.45 pm

SUNSET TODAY 6.30 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.03 AM

MOONRISE TODAY 7.59 PM
MOONSET TOMORROW 7.03 AM
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Lockdown may be lifted in phases 
PM compares situation to ‘social emergency’ as 80% Oppn favours curbs beyond April 14
DC CORRESPONDENTS
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will hold a meeting
with chief ministers on
Saturday, April 11, and
after this may deliberate
with his Cabinet col-
leagues prior to taking a
final call on easing the 21-
day lockdown, due to end
on April 14, in a phased
manner, as most political
parties with whom he
deliberated on Wednesday
wanted it extended, saying

it would not be advisable
to lift it immediately.
However, they left the
decision to the Centre.

Sources said during the
four-hour all-party meet-
ing, where he described
the current situation as
akin to a “social emer-
gency”, which need drastic
changes in people’s
lifestyles in a post-coron-
avirus world, Mr Modi
said all state governments
and several experts have
advised him not to lift the
lockdown immediately. 

“Nobody is giving inputs
on lifting the lockdown
immediately, and the con-
sensus which seems to be
building is that doing so

isn’t advisable and social
distancing norms must be
followed strictly,” Mr
Modi told the leaders.

The Prime Minister,
however, indicated he
would hold discussions
with the CMs again on the
issue, with official sources
saying the meeting will be
held on April 11. 

After this, the Centre
may take a final call.

At the meeting, while
around 80 per cent of
Opposition parties were in
favour of extending the

lockdown, they also sought
financial relief and
demanded that the
MPLADS fund should be
restored. 

Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad said he
appealed to the PM to
accept the suggestions in
the letter sent to him by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi that health work-
ers and hospital staff be
provided with Personal
Protective Equipment
(PPEs) on priority. Also,

testing should be made
free and its capacity
should be tripled. He also
demanded that a targeted
and sector-wise plan
should be rolled out which
would take into account
physical distancing.

The Congress said the
task force formed by the
Centre should include the
chief ministers and
demanded that MPLADs
funds be used in the states
where the MPs are from. 

NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar, who favoured an

easing of the lockdown,
said the Tablighi Jamaat
incident should not be
communalised, though
what happened was a mis-
take. He added: “The
media and social media
should play a more proac-
tive role, and avoid avoid
actions that can lead to
spreading hatred.”

Senior Trinamul
Congress leader Sudip
Bandopadhyay demanded
the restoration of
MPLADS and a relief pack-
age for West Bengal.

Life in a lockdown 

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

India on Wednesday
reported 704 fresh cases of
novel coronavirus (Covid-
19) in one day, taking the
total figures to 5,916 cases,
with 179 deaths overall. 

The total number of
active cases are 5,230
while 507 people have
recovered from the virus
so far as per
covid19india.org,  a cro-
wdsourced website that
updates the numbers fre-
quently. Among those
who tested positive
Wednesday today is film
producer Karim Morani,
days after his daughter
Zoa and Shaza were also
found positive. 

In a desperate bid to
check the virus’ spread,
several states have start-
ed adopting “ruthless”
and stringent “cluster
containment” measures
like “geographic quaran-
tine” by adopting the so-
called “Bhilwara model”. 

Uttar Pradesh, with 343
cases (including 11 new
ones), said it would totally
seal off “hotspots” in 15
districts from Wednesday
midnight till April 15.
People there won’t be
allowed to step out of their
homes for any reason, and
all essentials will be
home-delivered. Vehicle
movement will be banned. 

The hotspots include 22
clusters in Agra, 13 in
Ghaziabad, 12 each in
Noida and Kanpur, seven
in Meerut and four each
in Varanasi, Sahanar-
anpur and Maharajganj.
Shamli, Bulandshahr, Fir-
ozabad and Basti have
three hotspots each, and
one each in Bareilly and
Sitapur. Lucknow, the
state capital, has eight
major and four minor
clusters.

Delhi too said it would
seal 20 hotspots in areas
like Nizamuddin, Sadar
Bazaar, Dilshad Garden,
Malviya Nagar, Sangam
Vihar and Gandhi Park.

The ongoing lockdown
was to end on April 14, but
Punjab has already
announced a statewide
curfew till April 30.

Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot has sought a
phased withdrawal, and
Karnataka too wants lift-
ing of the lockdown in dis-
tricts that are free of the
infection.

Maharashtra, with 1,018
cases, is still the epicentre
of the virus, with the
highest number of deaths
(64). Three more persons
tested positive for Covid
in the Dharavi area of
Mumbai, taking the count
in the densely-populated
slum to 10. Health min-
istry officials said a door-
to door survey was being
done in a 35 sq.km. area in
Pune Central and Kond-
hwa: those with co-mor-
bidities were being
scanned to see if they con-
tacted an infected patient. 

■ Page 4: States spraying 
sanitizers on roads

UP seals 15 dists,
Delhi cuts off 20
hotspots, toll 179

Motorists rush through the Alwal railway crossing during lockdown in Hyderabad on Wednesday. Many vehicles were
seen plying on city roads in spite of restrictions by the police. — DEEPAK DESHPANDE

KANIZA GARARI I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

Spitting in public places
has been banned in
Telangana state with
immediate effect in wake
of potential of this habit by
some to contribute to
spread of Coronavirus. 

The state government on
Wednesday, issued orders
to this affect, saying “habit
of public spitting poses a
serious threat to the

spread of such infections”.
The order says that spit-

ting of paan, any chewable

tobacco or non-tobacco
products, and sputum in
public places and institu-
tions is banned. 

The government said
that Covid-19 pandemic
has brought to fore impor-
tance of hygiene and
cleanliness in both person-
al as well as public
spheres. It is of utmost
need to impose restric-
tions on unhealthy prac-
tices that may spread dis-
eases. 

Spitting, chewing tobac-
co, smoking cigarettes,
cigars, bidis and hookah
are identified as potential
hazards at normal times,
but during the
Coronavirus emergency,
they can also facilitate
spread of Covid-19.

The oral system of the
body is active during these
acts. 

■ Page 2: Large droplets to
spread coronavirus

State bans spitting in public

BALU PULIPAKA I DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

The total number of coro-
navirus (Covid-19) posi-
tive cases touched 453 in
Telangana on Wedne-
sday, with the govern-
ment saying 49 more per-
sons tested positive for
the disease since Tues-
day night. 

However, the actual
number of Covid-19
patients currently being
treated is 397, while 45
were cured and dis-
charged so far, while 11
people have succumbed
to the disease.

The highest rise in
cases in a single day’s
were reported from
Ranga Reddy district,
where number of cases
rose from 10 on Tuesday
to 27 on Wednesday. The
number of Covid-19 cases
in Hyderabad rose from
150 to 161. In Nirmal, the
increase was from four to
ten.

Health minister Etala
Rajender told a press
conference that each of
the 1,100 and odd people
from the state who
attended the three-day
Markaz event in New
Delhi were identified and
samples collected from
them for testing.

Samples were also col-
lected from 2,200 persons,
who are either members
of families of these indi-
viduals or close contacts.

■ Page 2: No community
spread, says Etala

COVID POSITIVES
IN TS 453 WITH
49 FRESH CASES

PARMOD KUMAR | DC
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed that
all tests relating to Covid-
19  by government labs or
private be made free.

Giving the direction. a
bench of Justice Ashok
Bhushan and Justice S.
Ravindra Bhat said that
all the tests “whether in
approved Government
Laboratories or approved
private Laboratories shall
be free of cost”, and asked
the Centre to issue neces-
sary instructions to this
affect. It said the question
of whether the labs are
entitled to any reimburse-
ment shall be considered
later on. 

Describing doctors as
“warriors”  who must be
“protected”, the SC said
that government should
invite suggestions on the
way forward in the fight
against the deadly virus
while dealing with a plea
on PPEs filed by Dr Jerryl
Banait, a Nagpur-based
doctor.

SC TELLS PRIVATE
LABS TO MAKE
COVID TESTS FREE

S.N.C.N. ACHARYULU | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

The Central government
has directed all state gov-
ernments to take serious
action against black mar-
keters of essential com-
modities and medicines
during the lockdown.

A circular issued by
Union home secretary
Ajay Bhalla said, “offen-
ces under Essential Com-
modities Act are criminal
offences and may result in
imprisonment of seven

years or fine or both.” The
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) said its earlier
orders under the Disaster
Management Act have
allowed manufacture, pro-
duction, transport and
other related supply-chain
activities in respect of
essential goods like food-
stuff, medicines and med-
ical equipment. However,
there are reports of loss of
production due to various
factors, especially reduc-
tion in labour supply.

“In this situation, there

is a possibility of invento-
ry building, hoarding and
black marketing, and lead
to rise in prices of essen-
tial goods. State govern-
ments are advised to take
urgent steps to ensure
availability of essential
goods, invoking provi-
sions of Essential Comm-
odities Act,” it said.

The states can take vari-
ous measures, including
fixing of stock limits, cap-
ping of prices, enhancing
production and inspection
of accounts of dealers.

Centre directs states to
act on black marketers

MADDY DEEKSHITH  | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

Some pet owners have been
abandoning their pets fear-
ing that Coronavirus could
spread from animals to
them. Call it inhuman or
misinformed cruelty, sev-
eral well educated and
influential persons in soci-
ety have been abandoning
their pets fearing spread of
Coronavirus.

The Greater Hyderabad

Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) has received
seven abandoning cases in
the past two days. Pet own-
ers have abandoned
imported breed of dogs
including cocker spaniel,
Doberman, Alsatian,
Labrador and Pomeranian,
among others. 

The municipal authori-
ties said that there was no
need to panic about stray
animals, as the corporation
has been giving Corona

canine vaccine for over 30
years in the city.

Several complaints have
been pouring in from sev-

eral sections of society that
residents living in prime
residential areas like
Jubilee Hills, Banjara
Hills, Gachibowli, Kukatp-
ally, Madhapur and others
have been inhumanly
abandoning pet animals. 

Two pets in Patancheru
and Kukatpally have lost
their lives fighting with
stray dogs in the last few
days.  Taking a serious
note of the trend, GHMC
officials said that abandon-

ing pets is a criminal
offence according to the
Animal Welfare Board of
India (AWBI). However,
the GHMC, fearing influen-
tial persons who have lot of
clout, have not booked any
cases against the offenders.

A senior GHMC official,
working in the veterinary
wing, told Deccan
Chronicle that the Humane
Society International
(HSI), one of the world’s
largest animal protection

organisations, in their
report said that there has
been no evidence that
Covid-19 can be transmit-
ted from pets to humans.
He said that as per HSI
report, that there is little
evidence that dogs and cats
contract Covid-19.  

However, the official said
that though Covid-19 can
be transmitted from
human to animals, there
have been few cases report-
ed only in China and

Singapore.
The corporation official

said that as of now, there is
Covid-19 transmission
among stray animals. The
civic body has vaccinated
stray dogs. When asked if
there is a Corona vaccine
available for dogs and cats,
he said, many animals
carry coronaviruses but it
is not Covid-19 strain.

■ Page 2: Coronaviruses in
cats and dogs mild

Owners abandon high breed pets fearing Covid
Seven cases of cocker spaniel, Doberman, Alsatian, Labrador, Pomeranian left behind at GHMCHUMAN | DISINTEREST

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI | DC
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

Requesting the supply of
the anti-malarial drug
H y d r o x y c h l o r o q u i n e
(HCQ) to fight against
Coronavirus, Brazilian
President Jair Messias
Bolsonaro — in a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi — has compared
HCQ to the Sanjeevani
herb in Ramayana that
Lord Hanuman brought to
save Lakshmana’s life.

Brazil seems to have

become the second coun-
try after the United States
to seek HCQ from India at
the top Presidential level. 

In his letter to PM Modi,
Bolsonaro stated, “Just as
Lord Hanuman brought
the holy medicine from
the Himalayas and (just
as) Jesus (Christ) healed
those who were sick and
restored the sight to
Bartimeu, India and
Brazil will overcome this
global crisis by joining
forces and sharing bless-
ings for the sake of all peo-
ples.” 

Brazil Prez compares
HCQ to Sanjeevani

I-T refunds up to
`5L for taxpayer
New Delhi: The Income Tax
department on Wednesday

said it will immediately
issue pending refunds up to
`5 lakh, benefitting around

14 lakh taxpayers. The
Centre will also issue pend-
ing GST and customs ref=-

unds of `18,000 crore to
give relief to business enti-

ties.

Indigo: No global
flights till Apr 30

New Delhi: Amid the
nationwide lockdown

implemented to contain the
spread of novel coronavirus

in India, budget carrier
IndiGo said on Wednesday
it is suspending its interna-

tional flights till April 30.
Air India has already sus-

pended domestic and inter-
national flights till April 30. 

FM lets states
borrow `3.2l-cr

New Delhi: The Finance
Ministry has allowed all

states to borrow a cumula-
tive `3.20 lakh crore from

market between April-
December. The move

comes amid states’ demand
for higher funds from the

Centre to meet expenses in
dealing with Covid-19. 

IN BRIEF
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● ● THE PRIME MINISTER
said all state govern-
ments and several
experts have advised him
not to lift the lockdown
immediately. 

● ● HE SAID consensus
was against lifting the
lockdown 

● ● Health minister Etala
Rajendar said the number
of Covid positive cases in
the State will ease in the
next few days

■ Interview on Page 2

CASES WILL FALL IN
TELANGANA: ETALA
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IN BRIEF Distancing goes for a toss

Beneficiaries of free rice keep their belongings in the social distance marking rings and sit in the shade and wait at LB Staduim on Wednesday.  
— S. SURENDER REDDY

From Page 1

There is a higher likeli-
hood of large droplets
coming out of a person,
which will allow the
harmful virus to spread.
Since Covid-19 spreads
through large droplets,
these activities in public
have now come into focus.

Smokeless tobacco prod-
ucts like gutkha, zarda,
khaini, paan masala and
areca nut increases pro-
duction of saliva, fol-
lowed by a strong urge to
spit. Spitting in public
places is dangerous dur-
ing these times, as it can
enable the virus to spread
faster and more easily.

Dr A. Srikath, secretary,
Indian Dental
Association, Deccan
branch, said, “Spit in pub-
lic places, if it comes in
contact with paper, hands
or other objects, will
allow the virus to spread.
Just as we have educated
people about hand wash,
hygiene and wearing of
masks, it is important to
spread message about
spit too. Those who want
to spit cannot do so on
corners of roads, outside
public toilets, trees or
market areas. They have
to understand that it is
unhygienic, and danger-
ous.”

Similarly smoking in
public spaces, hookah in
bars, cafes, lounges hotels
and restaurants must not
be allowed as it is another
potential threat. Smokers
are immune compro-
mised, and like diabetics,
are at a higher risk to
Covid-19 infection.

Dr Ramana Prasad,
pulmnologist, KIMS
Hospital, explained,

“Covid’s attack on lungs
is very strong. Since
smokers are compro-
mised, they are more sus-
ceptible. They can also be
asymptomatic carriers as
they are in immune com-
promised condition, and
contact with them can
lead to spread of the dis-
ease. Due to this reason,
smokers are considered
in red zone.”

Similarly hookah is
simultaneously smoked
by several users and same
mouthpiece is passed
from person to person,
which will increase risk
of spread of virus.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
has asked all states to tell
people to not spit and
smoke in public places.

Bhavana B
Mukhopadhyay, chief
executive, Voluntary
Health Association of
India, said, “We now have
to create massive aware-
ness about not spitting in
public, like we have done
with hygiene and hand
wash. This awareness
will go a long way in tack-
ling not only Covid but
also other infectious dis-
eases.”

Dr Namrata Motihar
Rupani, dentist, Capture
Life Dentistry, said, “The
move of Telangana 
government to ban tobac-
co and smoking in public
is very welcome. People
must use the lockdown to
consider long-cherished
desire to quit and focus
on health. Coronavirus is
dangerous, but so are
smoking and other forms
of tobacco. Smokers must
quit now and use the 
lockdown to become
healthier.”

Large droplets
to spread Covid

No community spread, says minister
From Page 1

Telangana, which has
been recording sizeable
numbers of new Covid-19
cases over the past few
days, might be looking for-
ward to easing of case
numbers in next few days.

“We hope that once test
results of all those who
returned from the Markaz
congregation organised
by the Tablighi Jamaat in
Delhi, as well as their
close contacts are
received, we will begin
seeing new cases in single
digits again,” health min-
ister Etala Rajendar said.

Mr Rajendar said that
there were no cases of
community transmission
of Coronavirus in the

state, and every case so far
was either of a primary
patient, who returned to
the state after contracting
the disease while abroad,
or from whom members of
families caught the dis-
ease. While 200 of the
Markaz returnees who
tested positive are consid-
ered primary cases, those
from their families who
got the disease from them
are considered secondary
patients, he said.

The government has
taken many steps, antici-
pating every possibility,
which resulted in control-
ling the spread of Covid-19
disease, the health minis-
ter said.

In a couple of days, rest
of people who returned

from abroad will also be
completing their home
quarantine. Once they
complete quarantine, only
ones who will still be
under watch will be those
who returned from
Markaz or their contacts,
he said.

Mr Rajendar said the
state had at present a
stock of 80,000 personal
protection equipment
(PPE) kits and it has
placed orders for an addi-
tional five lakh PPE kits.
Orders have also been
placed for two crore triple
layered surgical masks,
one crore gloves, while
15,040 beds have been
readied in 22 private med-
ical colleges to accommo-
date any possible surge in

patients requiring isola-
tion.

“We completed a quaran-
tine facility with 1,500
beds at Gachibowli sports
complex in just 15 days,”
he added.

The minister, however,
made it clear that any
Covid-19 positive case will
only be treated at the
Gandhi General Hospital.
Individuals suspected
with Coronavirus infec-
tions may be admitted to
different government hos-
pitals in districts where
they live, but once anyone
tests positive, they will be
transferred to Gandhi.

Mr Rajendar added the
government has spent
`400 crore on purchase of
medicines so far.

‘Docs, nurses giving us
hope we can beat Covid’
Biggest challenge is to stop spread of virus, says Etala

S
oon after the
C o r o n a v i r u s
scare turned into
a pandemic, hit-
ting all nations

across the world, and in
India, every state, includ-
ing Telangana, the job of a
health minister has
become one of the most
excruciating. 

Though criticised for
several failings in the
past, including a poor
record during the last
year’s dengue crisis
caused by a prolonged
monsoon, and early on in
the fight against
Coronavirus for underes-
timating the threat, dis-
missing it as a cold coun-
try viral fever that parac-
etamol can combat, Etala
Rajendar, health minister
of Telangana, has been
doing an exceptional job
in aiding Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao and
municipal administration
minister K.T. Rama Rao in
ensuring the state wins
the battle against Covid-
19.

Cometh the moment,
arises the leader, might
well be the title in his pro-
file. In an exclusive inter-

view with Balu Pulipaka
of Deccan Chronicle,
Etala Rajendar said that
Telangana’s efforts in
fighting the virus would
not have been possible but
for the dedication of doc-
tors, nurses, other health-
care workers, police and
officials from various
other departments. 

Excerpts 

QAt this stage of
Covid-19 spread
in the state, what

is the biggest challenge
we face?

A: The biggest challenge
is to stop the disease from
spreading. If it spreads as

in USA or Italy, we will not
be able to tackle it. Our
healthcare facilities are
no match to those in the
developed nations. Our
best bet is to stop it from
spreading. Sensitizing
people to follow govern-
ment advice on lockdown
and social distancing is a
challenge. Punishment
does not deliver results in
such a situation and peo-
ple must cooperate. 

QHas the nationwide
lockdown been

effective?
A: Real problem appears

to be in some urban areas,
particularly in
Hyderabad, where people
do not appear to under-
stand that we are fighting
an invisible enemy that
can strike anyone, any-
where. This despite people
watching what has hap-
pened in China, and other
countries over the past
three months. We keep
educating people. Only
when there is no other
option, will the choice of
punishing reckless people
comes into play.

QHow are you keep-
ing medical staff

going under such tough
circumstances?

A: Medical staff are
making great sacrifices.
They are the ones who
have ensured that we do
not end up praying for a
miracle, and instead have
hope of winning this war.
It is their commitment to
serving people that we are
all relying upon. Chief
Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao, a
great leader with vision,
has motivated doctors and
health staff to perform
effectively, making it pos-
sible for us to control the
spread of Covid.

QWhat is our Covid-
19 testing capacity?

Is it adequate?
A: We now test 700 to 800

samples a day at six dif-
ferent facilities. We
ordered equipment to
double this capacity. For
every single we order,
once we receive it, we will
be able to add another
4,500 tests a day.  We have
identified about 100 clus-
ters of the disease in the
state and have enforced a
very strict lockdown in
those areas.

Sahayam offers
tele-counselling 

Hyderabad: Sahayam, the
Osmania University’s psy-

chological counselling cen-
tre, will be offering free tele-
counselling to those experi-
encing mental stress in the
wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Sahayam incharge
director C. Beena said 15

psychology experts will con-
duct counselling on cogni-
tive, behavioural and emo-

tional reactions. The free
service will be available from

Monday to Friday from 10
am to 8 Sahayam can be
reached on the following

numbers: 10 am to 12 noon
9848353305;  2 pm-4 pm

7674901954; 4pm-6 pm
8297976773; 6 pm 8 pm

9573027033. They can also
be reached via email at
ahayamou@gmail.com. 

JNTU–H assures
regular salaries

Hyderabad: Jawaharlal
Nehru Technological

University, Hyderabad
(JNTU–H), has assured regu-

lar payment of full salaries
despite the lockdown due to
Covid-19. The university also

clarified that there will no
terminations within the fac-

ulty.  There will, however, be
no new appointments to the
faculty during the lockdown

period, a latest circular
issued by JNTU–H stated. 

CBSE starts skill
education courses  
Hyderabad: Pushing the cen-

tre's objective of the
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal

Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) flag-
ship scheme, CBSE has

decided to introduce new
skill courses from classes 6-
11 for the upcoming session

2020-21.  The board, in a cir-
cular, announced that a skill

subject may be offered as an
additional sixth subject

along with the existing five
compulsory subjects at the

secondary level. At the sen-
ior secondary level, the

schools would offer at least
one or more skill-based sub-

ject as an elective subject. 

ADITYA CHUNDURU | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

A study by the Indian
School of Business (ISB)
has found that south India
will face lesser disruption
due to the Coronavirus
(Covid-19) lockdown com-
pared to rest of the coun-
try. According to
researchers, companies in
peninsular part of the
country are better
equipped to deal with pre-
vailing condition, owing to
overall higher propensity
to adopt work-from-home
practices or automate
work. 

The research depended

on a survey from 2019 to
assess impact of lockdown
on 100 occupations as
defined in the National
Classification of
Occupations (NCO). The
researchers gave each
occupation a: (i) “work
from home” index to
denote an employee’s like-
lihood of working remote-
ly and (ii) “human proxim-
ity” index to denote an
employee’s need to physi-
cally work with other peo-
ple. 

The occupations were
mapped with these two
indices. For instance, a
computer programmer’s
job would have high WFH

potential and agricultural
labour would be on the low
end. 

When researchers
mapped the two indices
based on location, they
found that cities had a
higher potential for work
from home. Likewise,
urban districts were found
to be more amenable to
WFH factor. 

Shekar Tomar, faculty of
economics and public poli-
cy, at ISB and one of the
researchers, said, “not just
urban centres such as
Hyderabad, Delhi or
Bangalore but the entire
peninsular south India
scored high on WFH home

index.” Commenting on it
further, Deepa Mani, a
researcher and executive
director of a research cen-
tre at ISB, said that the two
indices were used to create
a third measure - disrup-
tion index (DI) - to assess
the lockdown’s impact on
a profession. The result
indicated that south India
(higher on WFH potential

and low on human proxim-
ity) would face moderate
disruption compared to
higher disruption across
north India. 

“When we say disruption
potential is high at a par-
ticular location, it means
occupations and jobs there
need higher human prox-
imity and/or have lower
WFH potential. There are
more ‘value added servic-
es’ in India (IT, ITES and
other services), which
have a higher WFH poten-
tial, predominantly based
in south India,” she
explained. 

Even within urban areas,
there were found to be

variations. In Delhi, for
instance, north-eastern
part was found to be facing
higher disruption com-
pared to southern part.
This could be explained as
north-east Delhi had more
labour-intensive manufac-
turing units. 

The researchers felt dis-
ruption index data would
help policymakers deter-
mine fiscal support need-
ed by different 
sectors. 

They added that sectors
which are more prone to
working from home could
be provided with a policy
nudge in the form of tax
breaks.  

ISB: S. India better equipped to deal with lockdown 
Companies in this part have higher propensity to adopt work-from-home practices COVID | STUDY

●● IN DELHI, for
instance, north-eastern
part was found to be
facing higher disruption
compared to southern
part. 

EXCLUSIVE

UNANI HOSPITAL
DISCHARGES 205
TESTED COVID -VE
ATHER MOIN | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

The district administra-
tion on Wednesday start-
ed discharging the 205
patients suspected of
being Coronavirus
(Covid-19) positive from
the Government
Nizamia General
Hospital (Unani),
Charminar, who were
brought here for testing
and kept under quaran-
tine. 

After their Covid tests
came negative, they are
being discharged.

Additional director,
AYUSH, and principal,
Nizamia Tibbi College,
Mohammed Ahsan
Farooqui said that 240
suspected Covid patients
had been admitted here.
Most of them had
attended the Tablighi
Jamaat’s Markaz in
Nizamuddin in Delhi.
All patients admitted
here tested negative.

Dr Farooqui said that
the process of discharg-
ing of about 205 patients
has started today
evening, which will con-
tinue till midnight, as
patients are being dis-
charged in batches.
These patients have
completed the first spell
of quarantine. 

Some of them spent it
either at their homes or
at other hospitals. The
remaining patients will
be discharged tomorrow,
he said. 

All patients being dis-
charged have been
instructed to undergo
home quarantine till
April 21 and have been
stamped on their wrist
as per national health
emergency protocol.

The first patient who
was discharged from the
Unani Hospital belongs
to Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh. 

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, Anees Ahmed
said he had come to
Hyderabad with other
Jamaat members from
Ghaziabad and was stay-
ing at a mosque in
Yakutpura. He said that
as per schedule, he was
to return on April 15, but
authorities instructed
him to remain quaran-
tined for 15 days. 

FOLLOW RULES
OF LOCKDOWN,

URGES BHAGWAT 
JAYENDRA CHAITHANYA T. | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

Rachakonda police commis-
sioner Mahesh Bhagwat has
reiterated his appeal to people
about not venturing out dur-
ing the lockdown after a three-
year-old boy and an 18-month-
baby girl contracted coron-
avirus in Pahadishareef. 

The commissioner said,
“Cases of coronavirus are
increasing by the day within
Rachakonda limits. A three-
year-old boy and an 18-month-
old baby girl from
Pahadishareef area have been
tested positive today. To con-
tain the spread of virus, peo-
ple must follow the lockdown
rules. Those advised home
quarantine should stay
indoors for 21 days without
exception,” he underlined. 

To implement the lockdown
strictly, Rachakonda police
have started using drone cam-
eras to monitor movement of
people. Officials have warned
that cases will be booked
against those who violate the
lockdown rule. He also inau-
gurated a disinfection tunnel
at Rachakonda police head-
quarters in Neredmet area on
Wednesday.

CONG PLAYS
POLITICS OVER

COVID: TALASANI 
IREDDY SRINIVAS REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

Animal Animal husbandry
minister, Talasani Srinivas
Yadav, on Wednesday slammed
Congress leaders alleging that
they are making false allega-
tions against the state govern-
ment only for political sur-
vival. Taking to reporters at
media point in the assembly
premises, he said that the
entire country is witnessing
the measures taken by Chief
Minister, K. Chandrasekhar
Rao, to prevent spread of coro-
navirus in the state, but
Congress leaders are either
unable to see them or digest
the CM is getting appreciation
from the people. He said “It is
unfortunate that some media
houses are also misleading the
people with their false propa-
ganda against the TRS govern-
ment.” While asking the
Congress leaders where they
were all these days, he said
that they suddenly appeared
before the media and are
speaking nonsense against the
CM for their political survival.

TIPS TO PETS OWNERS 
●● When handling and caring for animals,
basic hygiene measures should always be
implemented. This includes hand washing
before and after being around or handling
animals, their food or supplies, as well as
avoiding kissing, licking or sharing food.

●● If they must look
after their pet, they
should maintain good
hygiene practices and
wear a face mask if
possible. Animals
belonging to owners
infected with Covid-19
should be kept indoors
as much as possible
and contact with those
pets should be avoided
as much as possible.

●● When possi-
ble, people who
are sick or under
medical atten-
tion for Covid-
19, should avoid
close contact
with their pets
and have anoth-
er member of
their household
care for their
animals.

PASSION PLAYS
NOT TO BE HELD
SANJAY SAMUEL PAUL |
DC
HYDERABAD, APR 8

An annual event in the
Catholic Church, Good
Friday’s Passion Play of
Christs Crucifixion has
been cancelled.

The play, a theatrical
drama enacts the depic-
tion of Christ’s arrest
followed by his crucifix-
ion and resurrection.
Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, Band Lines,
Hyderabad, which has
been holding perform-
ances from 1910, called
off the event this time,
Even St. Joseph's
Cathedral, Gunfoundry,
said no to the enactment
this year.

●● Currently, there is no evidence that
companion animals are playing a signifi-
cant epidemiological role in this human
disease. However, because animals and
people can sometimes share diseases
(zoonotic diseases), it is recommended
that people with Covid-19 limit contact
with companion and other animals until
more info is known about the virus.

FROM PAGE 1

He said coronavirus that
dogs and cats commonly
carry is not transferable
to humans.

“There has been vaccine
for coronavirus which
attacks gastrointestinal
system but Covid-19 virus
affects the respiratory
system. The coronavirus-
es in dogs and cats are
mild, the corona vaccines
are considered non-essen-

tial and not routinely rec-
ommended. We have been
giving such corona vac-
cines to stray animals and
many private veterinary
doctors have been practis-
ing the same for several
years,” he added.

Coronaviruses in
cats, dogs mild
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IN BRIEF

IAF helps reach
vital aid 

TS asks TS take
on salary cuts

UoH STUDENTS
OPPOSE RISE IN

APPLICATION FEE 

Advocate booked
for hate comment

Channel booked
for false news

Hyderabad: Taking up cudg-
els against coronavirus, the

Indian Air Force (IAF) has
airlifted medical supplies to
state governments and sup-

porting agencies to effec-
tively combat the contagion,
particularly in remote areas.
In the last few days, IAF has
delivered essential medical

supplies and commodities to
several nodal points within

Manipur, Nagaland and Gan-
gtok in the north-eastern re-

gion; apart from the union
territories of Jammu and

Kashmir, and Ladakh. The air
force deputed an aircraft on

April 6 to airlift personnel
and 3,500 kg medical equip-

ment of ICMR (Indian Cou-
ncil of Medical Research)

from Chennai to Bhubane-
shwar for setting up Covid-
19 testing labs and facilities

in Odisha. 

GHMC identifies 12 Covid-19 clusters 
Special attention is being given to sanitation and spraying of disinfectant in these clusters
MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) has set up 12 con-
tainment clusters to help
combat the further spread
of coronavirus (Covid-19),
said commissioner D.S.
Lokesh Kumar on
Wednesday.

The GHMC officials have
set up containment clus-
ters in Ramgopalpet,
Shaikhpet, Red Hills,
Malakpet (Santosh Nagar),
Chandrayangutta, Alwal,
Moosapet, Kukatpally,
Qutubullapur (Gajula-
ramaram), Mayurinagar,
Yosufguda and Chan-
danagar, given that these
areas reported a total of 89
Covid positive cases so far.

Special attention is being
given to sanitation and
spraying of disinfectant in
these clusters, Mr Kumar
said. Apart from this, a
team consisting of health

and GHMC officials are go-
ing to each and every hou-
sehold to identify those
who are symptomatic and
getting them tested.

“In these clusters, public
movements is monitored
and barricading has been
done to keep check on pub-
lic movement. Discussions
have been held with
Hyderabad city police com-
missioner Anjani Kumar,”
he said, adding that barri-
cading and bandobust will
continue.

Out of 593 people who
returned from Tabligi
Jamaat’s Markaz event in
Nizamuddin in New Delhi,
63 people have tested Covid
positive, including 45 fami-
ly members. Since they
have all been identified
and hospitalised, there is a
good chance that corona
cases will decrease, he
hoped.

He said precautionary
steps have been taken for
safety of sanitation work-

ers. Masks are being sup-
plied to all workers thr-
ough zonal commissioners,
he claimed. Over 60,000
reusable cloth masks are
getting ready stitched by
SHG women, he said.

The GHMC commission-
er, however, did not react to
Deccan Chronicle reports
published a few weeks ear-
lier that the corporation
had misused and diverted
over `4 crore funds to
acquire masks, gloves and
other important precau-
tionary items, leading to a
requirement now to buy
cloth masks. Instead, he
said, “nearly 30,000 cloth
masks are ready. Within
four days, other 30,000
masks will get ready.”

“We have placed an order
to supply a health kit, con-
sisting of gloves, masks,
soap, shoes and other requ-
ired material to sanitation
workers. These kits will be
distributed among workers
in a week,” he said.

Currently, nearly 27,000
GHMC sanitation workers
are on the field without
adequate health kits,
which by Mr Kumar’s own
admission, will be supplied
with them, at the earliest,
in a week.

From now on, wearing a
mask, gloves, and health
kit will be made mandato-
ry, he said, without reflect-
ing on why it was not done
so far, weeks after the
Covid epidemic has
brought the entire country
to a lockdown.

“For convenience of
workers, 34 buses are being
arranged. To maintain
social distancing, a volun-
teer will be appointed 
to manage crowd in each

bus,” he said.
Mr Kumar informed that

around 4,500 to 4,800 metric
tonnes of garbage is being
collected and sent to dump-
yards. He said due to lock-
down, the GHMC is trying
to feed homeless and poor
with Annapurna meals.
“Around 55,000 people eat
meals each afternoon.
Around 35,000 people are
being provided with two
meals per day,” he said.

However, the GHMC chief
did not choose to speak on
why the Corporation had
recently first decided to
ban private philanthro-
pists providing meals for
poor, needy and migrant
workers. The GHMC,
under orders from munici-
pal administration and
urban development 
bosses, had banned these
people, leading to huge
public uproar, putting at
risk lives of thousands of
people.

After beating a hasty

retreat over its mistaken
adventure, the GHMC,
through an order from
additional commissioner
on April 4, again “granted
permission” to private
charities to feed the poor,
but were made to “give
credit” to GHMC under the
lockdown duress.

On his part, the GHMC
chief, conceded that
around 17,000 food packets
are being distributed by
private individuals in 10
mobile vans, adding, “but
are being monitored” by a
special wing set up in the
GHMC.

Lokesh Kumar further
said that they have issued
passes to 145 donors to dis-
tribute food in 400 loca-
tions across the city.

A junior official in
GHMC, on condition of
anonymity, said, “we are
barely able to do a good job
of feeding people with sub-
sidised food in normal
times through

Annapoorna canteens. To
take on the job of feeding
thousands of people dur-
ing lockdown was a mis-
take. To save face, after
realising our order ban-
ning people from directly
feeding the needy could
have led to starvation
cases, we have now gone
back to letting them do it.”

A volunteer, working on
feeding nearly 50,000 peo-
ple each day since the lock-
down began, said, “the
GHMC tried its best to stop
our volunteers. They want-
ed to put GHMC stamps on
our food packets. They vio-
lated even privacy norms
and made calls to volun-
teers for two days, includ-
ing women, not to come out
of house and feed people.
Now, they are claiming 
our work as if it is being
done by the GHMC. Guess
while it is Coronavirus
year for humanity, it is
election year for these offi-
cials.”   

Duty calls

(Left) Police seen chasing the pillion rider of a two-wheeler who jumped off the vehicle and started running after they were asked to stop the
vehicle at a checkpoint near IRISET near Tarnaka. (Right) Police warns motorists who came outside unnecessarily during the lockdown in
Bahadurpura on Wednesday. — GANDHI and S. SURENDER REDDY

NO TESTS AT
GANDHI, ONLY
ADMISSIONS
VIKRAM SHARMA | DC
HYDERABAD APRIL 8

Throughout Wednesday,
many individuals, who
turned up at Gandhi
Hospital for undergoing
coronavirus tests, were
tuned away and asked to
visit King Koti govern-
ment hospital.

Gandhi Hospital —
which is at the centre of
the battle against the
deadly virus in
Telangana — will now
be exclusive for Covid-19
positive patients.
Beginning Wednesday, it
has stopped conducting
tests for the killer virus.
Also, there will be no
isolation wards for those
who undergo swab tests
and await their reports.

Alarming as it may so-
und, the increasing nu-
mber of positive patie-
nts in the state has led to
this situation. Even the
Centre has advised sta-
tes to have hospitals exc-
lusive for positive
patients.

Since morning, several
individuals turned up 
at Gandhi Hospital to 
get themselves tested.
But the staff told them
that testing will not 
be done anymore there
and referred them to
King Koti government
hospital. Already has-
sled, patients even
argued with the staff
but they were still 
sent to King Koti hospi-
tal.

“Many people came
here (Gandhi) today but
we already had instruc-
tions to send them to
King Koti hospital. We
just followed instruc-
tions,” sources at
Gandhi Hospital said.

They said that they
had been told orally two
days ago that testing will
no longer be done there.
According to them, it
will be exclusive only for
coronavirus positive
patients.

Security has been
tightened across Gandhi
Hospital and barricades
have been set up.

T.S.S. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

With several schools, uni-
versities and other edu-
cational institutions
closed due to the ongoing
Covid-19 crisis, digital is
the way forward, said com-
missioner of technical
education Navin Mittal.
All colleges of higher edu-
cation and technical edu-
cation have adopted digiti-

sation in November 2018,
he said.

Speaking on the issue
during a webinar on
Wednesday, Mr Mittal
said, “In the last few years,
we have been working
towards adopting digital
technologies and market
reform oriented processes
in our education system.
We have adopted many
technologies in both 
higher education and

administration. All our
colleges are e-offices. All
the colleges dealing with
higher education and tech-

nical education adopted
digitisation in November
2018.”

“All the answer sheets
are digitized. We are eval-
uating all the copies
online. All the teachers get
random papers to evalu-
ate. We don’t have physical
evaluating camps. We have
a huge data of students
which will help us in
future. We are using
Artificial Intelligence (AI)

in evaluation. We found
that this is a very useful
process and it has a 
very great future. In com-
ing days, AI will be incor-
porated in our whole sys-
tem. We are using online
education in various uni-
versities. Adding to 
that, the department has
developed online teaching
methods for students
along with five new online
courses for the students 

to take up,” Mr Mittal
added.

“We have also asked our
faculties to use digital
libraries. Many of them
are trying new things in
online teaching during the
lockdown. We have also
asked our faculties to use
online teaching platform
for students.  We are using
the technology for employ-
ment for our students
also,” said Mr Mittal.

Education goes digital due to Covid-19 crisis
We are using Artificial Intelligence (AI) in evaluation, says Navin MittalONLINE | ACADEMICS

Health staffer
at airport cured

2 accused in attack
on cop arrested

BALU PULIPAKA | DC 
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

One of three staffers of
the health department,
who was deputed for scre-
ening of arriving passen-
gers at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
(RGIA), and had tested
positive for coronavirus
(Covid-19) in March, has
now been cured and has
been discharged.

Two of his colleagues,
who also later tested posi-
tive, are on their way to
full recovery and are
expected to be discharged
soon, airport health offi-
cer for Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, Dr
Anuradha Medju, said on
Wednesday.

“The recovery of
this patient, and the heal-
ing of his other two col-
leagues, again demon-
strates that there is noth-
ing to be fear about coron-
avirus as a disease.
Timely medical attention
will help nearly everyone
to recover fully. Anyone
who has Covid-19 symp-
toms, should seek med-
ical attention so they can
keep themselves and
their families safe,” Dr
Medju said.

The health department
staffer was found to be
Covid-19 positive on
March 25 but had placed
himself under self-quar-
antine from March 23
itself. The staffer was the
first official on duty at the
airport to be tested posi-

tive for Covid-19, which
set alarm bells ringing
among officials that he
may have contracted it
from one of the passen-
gers who disembarked at
the airport.

“We wanted to be
absolutely certain about
how he got the disease.
We investigated all his
contacts and touchpoints
thoroughly and checked
on health of everyone
with whom he came in
contact with at the air-
port while on duty.
Finally, we established
that he contracted the dis-
ease from outside and not
from any passenger, or
others, he interacted with
at the airport,” she told
Deccan Chronicle.

“He was very worried
and scared initially after
testing positive about
what might happen to his
family if he dies. We
spoke with health depart-
ment officials and urged
them to have a system of
counselling for Covid-19
patients, which not only
helped this man but many
other patients subse-
quently,” she said.

“It was great help that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced `50 lakh
insurance for health wor-
kers on the frontlines, in-
cluding outsourced work-
ers. This contributed to
him, and his colleagues,
finding additional cou-
rage in terms of safety
and security of their fam-
ilies,” Dr Medju said.

HC asks for reports of incidents
of police hitting people in Hyd

TS accepts Modi’s lockdown extension
S.A. ISHAQUI | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

The Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) parliamen-
tary party on Wednesday
told Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, that the
TRS and the Telangana
government extend their
full support for an exten-
sion of the nationwide
lockdown beyond April 15.

TRS leaders, Dr K.
Keshava Rao and Nama
Nageshwara Rao, during
the video conference  the
Prime Minister had with
floor leaders of all politi-

cal parties in the Rajya
Sabha told him that the
lockdown is the most
effective tool to control the
coronavirus outbreak.

While pledging complete
support from the party as
well the state government
to him in the fight against
Covid-19, they said that
they demanded that the
centre must de-centralise
both funds and operations
dispensing them to the
statesrather than keeping
them consolidated.

During the video confer-
ence, Dr Keshava Rao said
the nation must continue

the lockdown even though
it comes at enormous 
costs as there is no  alter-
native.

While admitting that it
was best of bad deals, he
said, “If the lockdown is
relaxed, the situation will
worsen, especially in
rural areas where there
are poor healthcare facili-
ties.”

Dr Rao felt that the re-
imposition of lockdown
after an interval is also
not workable, emphasis-
ing the need to flatten the
curve and slow the spread
of disease.

Dr. Rao and Nama
Nageshwara Rao asserted,
“Preventing spreading of
the epidemic must be our
priority. We are aware of
its adverse impact on our
economy which can be
dealt with, after we over-
come this hurdle.
Economic growth should
not be prioritised at the
cost of human lives.”

They brought to the
notice of the PM that due
to the lockdown, revenue
collections in Telangana
had fallen drastically and
help from the centre is
needed.

VUJJINI 
VAMSHIDHARA | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

Responding to the
Wanaparthy police brutali-
ty, wherein a person
named Murali Krishna
was beaten up by police for
coming out on to the road
during the lockdown peri-
od in front of his young
son, who was seen begging
and pleading with the
police to not to beat his
father, a division bench of
the Telangana High Court
comprising Chief Justice
Raghavendra Singh

Chauhan and Justice T.
Amarnath  Goud on
Wednesday directed prin-
cipal secretary, state home
department, to file a
response report by April
16, 2020, furnishing details
of the incident, along with
action taken.

The bench directed the
home department about
such incidents that have
taken place in the state,
wherein police performing
duty during lockdown
have beaten up people mer-
cilessly.

The bench was dealing
with a PIL, based on a let-

ter addressed by P.G.V. 
Umesh Chandra, advocate,
who brought incident 
to the notice of the High
ourt.

Elaborating on police
excesses during lockdown,
including abusing people
orally with filthy language,
making them undertake
physical punishments and
beating them up with lath-
is and kicking them, the
petitioner highlighted the
Wanaparthy incident. He
brought to notice of the
court various incidents
and reports, wherein po-
lice had beaten people up.

Chief Justice Chauhan,
after hearing contentions
of petitioner Umesh Cha-
ndra, said that the police
should “ensure they work
well within rules” and
“should be reasonable”.
However, appreciating 
police services of the
police during lockdown,
the Bench said, “The 
Telangana police is doing a
wonderful job during the
nationwide lockdown.
They are bound to exercise
power against people who
violate law. But, stray inci-
dents like these, spoils
their reputation.”

● ● NAVIN MITTAL, 
technical education 
commissioner,  said that
all colleges of higher 
education and technical
education have adopted
digitisation in November
2018

● ● LOKESH KUMAR,
GHMC chief, further said
that they have issued
passes to 145 donors to
distribute food in 400 
locations across the city

Hyderabad: A social activist
lodged a complaint with

Hyderabad city police com-
missioner against an advo-

cate for making derogatory
comments against Islam and

Quran. According to the
complainant, Syed Wasif Hu-

ssain, he noticed an advoc-
ate B. Ram Mohan Reddy

operating a Facebook Profile
‘Telangana Yuva Shakti’ in

which he posted blasphem-
ous content that insults Isl-
am and their holy book and

warrants stringent action.

HARLEEN MINOCHA | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

The UoH Students Union has
taken exception to the varsi-
ty’s decision to double the
application fees on Wednesday
and demanded an immediate
roll-back. 

In a letter addressed to the
vice-chancellor, the student
body sought attention to the
rise in application fee for new
admissions from the existing
`25 to `50 for different cate-
gories. 

They also expressed dismay
over the proposal to introduce
new courses without revealing
the fee structure for them. 

‘At a time when the nation,
and the world, is battling coro-
navirus pandemic and liveli-
hood of several people has
been affected drastically, an
increase in the application fee
would add to their burden. The
University should instead
lower the fee, which will facili-
tate a greater number of appli-
cants,’ the letter said. The stu-
dent body also reiterated their
demand for the release of a
prospectus.

DURGA PRASAD 
SUNKU | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 8

Two accused who
attacked a police consta-
ble for asking them to
maintain a social dis-
tance  in front of a cus-
tomer service point of a
bank under the
Chandrayangutta police
station limits were arrest-
ed by the police on
Wednesday.

Identifying the accused
as Shaik Mohammed
Ameeruddin and Shaik
Saif Mohiuddin, police
said that on last Saturday,
the accused  attacked the
constable P. Praveen
Kumar while he was per-
forming bandobath duty
for crowd control and
maintaining social dis-
tancing at customer serv-

ice point of a bank in
Gulshan Iqbal colony.

Mohd Majeed, ACP
Falaknuma, said, “The
police constable was per-
forming his duties and
asked the accused to
maintain a queue which
led to heated argument
between the police con-
stable and the accused."

After few minutes they
attacked him with a rod
and hit him on head
which led to severe head
injury. The police consta-
ble was immediately
shifted to nearby hospi-
tal. Meanwhile, the
accused fled from the
spot. The police constable
was undergoing treat-
ment and is said to be in
stable condition.

Chandrayangutta police
has booked a case under
the Epidemic Disease Act.

Hyderabad: The Telangana
High Court asked the state
government’s position on a
PIL complaining about the

deferment of salaries for
state employees. The PIL was
taken up suo motu, based on
a letter addressed by senior
advocate, S. Satyam Reddy,

who claimed  that the defer-
ment of salaries was against

the constitution rules and
can be done only for punish-

ment.  He sought direction to
strike down the government
order through which 50 per

cent of the salaries of all
state government staff have

been cut down due to the
lockdown. The PIL was

adjourned to April 17.

Medical, health
staff felicitated

Hyderabad: Hyderabad city
police commissioner Anjani

Kumar felicitated  Medical &
Health staff of District Hos-
pital, King Koti, Hyderabad,

as a mark of respect and ap-
preciation for their “supreme

commitment in their relent-
less fight against Covid-19”.

Mr Kumar said, “We are dea-
ling with a health crisis. He-
althcare staff who are in the
forefront in the war against

covid-19 are doing a great
job. It is all our responsibility
to appreciate their services.” 

Hyderabad: A regional news
channel in the city was

booked for allegedly airing
false news related to Covid-

19 on Wednesday. According
to Chaitanyapuri police, V3
News, owned by K Satyan-

arayana Gupta, had reported
that a meat shop owner at

Chaitayapuri X roads had
tested positive for Covid-19.

On receiving information,
police verified the facts and

found it to be false news.

Umasankar
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PAK BOYCOTTS
SAARC VIDEO
CONFERENCE

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI | DC
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

Pakistan on Wednesday boy-
cotted a video conference of
senior trade officials of
SAARC countries held “to dis-
cuss the impact of travel
restrictions and the larger
Covid-19 situation on intra-
regional trade” despite having
received an invitation.  

“As follow up action of the
announcement made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the
video conference of Saarc
leaders on March 15, a video
conference of senior trade
officials, inviting all Saarc
countries, was held on April 8
to discuss the impact of travel
restrictions and the larger
Covid-19 situation on intra-
regional trade. All SAARC
countries, except Pakistan,
participated in the video con-
ference,” the MEA said on
Wednesday.

New Delhi and Islamabad
recently exchanged sharp war
of words over the new domi-
cile law by the Indian govern-
ment in J&K.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
External Affairs said, “It was
recognised that the Covid-19
pandemic is likely to have a
considerable adverse impact
on trade in the SAARC region.
In order for the countries to
deal with the situation, it was
stressed that new ways and
means be jointly identified to
sustain and expand the
intra-regional trade until the
normal trade channels are
fully restored. The imperative
need to maintain essential
trade within the Saarc region
was viewed as an important
thrust area for favourable
consideration.” 

DIDI BLAMES
CENTRE FOR TJ
EVENT IN DELHI

RAJIB CHOWDHURI | DC
KOLKATA, APRIL 8

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Wedn-
esday squarely blamed the
Centre for allowing the Tabl-
ighi Jamaat even to take place
at Nizamuddin in New Delhi
last month amidst restrictions
due to Covid-19. Giving a clean
chit to the participants of the
religious congregation of
spreading the deadly virus
across the country, she under-
lined that a disease doesn’t
infect people by their religion. 

The Trinamul Congress
supremo also tore into the BJP
for playing communal politics
over the event.

“Neither the external affairs
ministry not the ministry of
home affairs are with the
state. Both are with the
Central government. Many
people gathered at
Nizamuddin. It happened
because it was allowed. It
would have been otherwise
had any action was taken ear-
lier. Still our administration
quietly acted within six hours
after getting information
although it reached us late.
Some people are making com-
munal comments. When a dis-
ease becomes pandemic, it
strikes all irrespective of cast
creed and religion without giv-
ing a chance like fire and
flood,” she said. “The Centre
announced the total lockdown
on March 24. But the outbreak
was in January and the
Nizamuddin event took place
on March 13,” she added. 

NAINI SURESH REDDY 
S/o Late Naini Manohar Reddy

DOB: 18-06-1951 DOD: 22-03-2020
Inserted by:

Naini Anitha Reddy - Wife
Ph. No. 9949215770

Naini Shilpa Reddy - Daughter

SAD DEMISE

R. RAMANAYYA
01-04-2020

Deeply Mourned by:
Family, Relatives & Friends.

+ 91 9849015338
(CA-3299)

FOND REMEMBRANCE
& LOVING MEMORY
5th ANNIVERSARY

MANI CHATRUMAL BAJAJ
With Love:

Ashok & Indira Bajaj
Bajaj & Vazir Family

(S/2021/D00009)

Priests wearing protective mask as a precautionary measure against the Covid-19 perform prayers at a temple on
the occasion of Hanuman jayanti in Mumbai. - Rajesh Jadhav 

MANOJ ANAND | DC
GUWAHATI, APRIL 8

In what may be a major
relief, the health depart-
ment is contemplating to
release more than 75,000
people from quarantine
after completion of 14
days of observation peri-
od on Thursday in Assam
while considering the
option of conditional
withdrawal of lockdown
after April 14.

Informing that none of
those in quarantine has
shown any sign of being
corona positive during the
mandatory quarantine
period, sources in the
state health department
said that majority of them
followed the guidelines of
the health department
during the home quaran-
tine. Admitting that
necessity of testing all the
75,000 people in quaran-
tine was not felt by the
doctors, health depart-
ment sources said that
some of them with symp-
toms were tested but
report was negative.

Assam government
which has 28 corona posi-
tive cases so far was not in
favour of extending the

complete lockdown after
April 14 and proposed
“conditional withdrawal
of lockdown”. 

Assam minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
said, “The state cabinet
has decided that a com-
plete lockdown will not be
possible because if we
extend the lockdown then
next month the situation
will not support many
services like public distri-
bution system. We have
conveyed to Centre a con-
ditional lockdown policy,
under which there will be
relaxation in some areas
and more or less our pro-
posal is same with other
states.”

“On April 13 the state
cabinet will meet again to
decide what will be their
course of action from

April 15 onwards. We
should not try to speculate
what will happen...let us
all keep trust on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,”
said the minister

In case there is with-
drawal of the lockdown,
the state has decided that
it will not issue any guide-
lines of its own and
instead will follow the
instructions issued by the
Central government, said
Mr Sarma adding, “Today
the cabinet decided that
Assam government will
not issue any instructions
or guidelines relating to
the lockdown on its own
because this is a central
lockdown and not that of
the state government.
We are not even going to
issue any instructions to
deputy commissioners,
they have to implement
the Centre’s guidelines
only if they are satisfied
that social distancing is
maintained. If the Centre
allows opening of
shops, the deputy commis-
sioners have to first
ensure that social
distancing is maintained
and then they can
implement the central
order.”

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC 
BHOPAL, APRIL 8

Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment on Wednesday
invoked Essential
Services Management Act
(Esma) amid spiralling
Covid-19 deaths in the
state.

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan took to
Twitter to announce
enforcement of Esma
‘with immediate effect’ as
coronavirus positive cases
breached the 300-mark to
touch 327 by  Wednesday
evening.

“The government has
implemented Esma with
immediate effect with an
objective to handling the
Covid-19 outbreak in a
better way and in the
interest of the citizens”,
Mr Chouhan tweeted.

In another significant
development, the Chief
Minister issued an ultima-
tum to the attendees of
last month’s religious con-
gregation in Nizamuddin
who have gone into hid-
ing, to report to the local
health centres within 24
hours.

“They will be booked for
posing threat to security
of the country if they vio-
lated the ultimatum”, Mr
Chouhan warned.

Earlier, Mr Chouhan
squarely blamed the par-
ticipants in the congrega-
tion for spreading virus in
the state, particularly
among the police person-
nel who confronted them
in various places to quar-
antine them.

As many as 117 people
from Madhya Pradesh
were said to have attended
the religious congrega-
tion. However, around two
dozens of them were yet
to traced, causing anx-
iousness in the state
administration.

An FIR has been regis-

tered against local
Congress MLA Siddharth
Kushwaha and seven of
his associates for violat-
ing section 144 of Indian
Penal Code by staging
demonstration in Nai
Basti area in Satna late on
Tuesday evening.

Meanwhile, eight fresh
cases of coronavirus posi-
tive were reported in
Bhopal on Wednesday tak-
ing the tally of confirmed
cases in the city to 92.

The total number of con-
firmed cases in the state
also mounted to 327 by
evening. Indore continued
to top the chart of Covid-
19 positive cases in the
state with the confirmed
cases spiking to 173 on
Wednesday.

The death toll due to
virus infection in the state
increased to 25.

Meanwhile, Former
chief minister and
Congress veteran leader
Kamal Nath on
Wednesday prescribed
“Hanuman Chalisa”
recitation to escape

scourge of deadly coron-
avirus, taking the intelli-
gentsia here by surprise.

In a statement issued
here, Mr Nath, known as
an ardent devotee of Lord
Hanuman, exhorted his
partymen to recite
‘Hanuman Chalisa’  to
escape the wrath of dead-
ly coronavirus.

He issued the message
for the partymen on the
occasion of Hanuman
Jayanti. 

“Recite Hanuman
Chalisa in your houses to
protect yourself from
Covid-19”, he said.

His recommendation of
Hanuman Chalisa recita-
tion as panacea for coron-
avirus has taken the intel-
lectuals by surprise.

“Mr Nath is known as a
progressive minded and
intellectual person. His
statement prescribing
Hanuman Chalisa recita-
tion to keep away from
coronavirus has really
surprised us”, B.Garg, 

an eminent doctor here,
said.

Assam to release 75,000
people from quarantine

From Page 1

In Rajasthan too, simi-
lar containment meas-
ures are in place in
Jaipur and Jodhpur.

Several states started
spraying sanitizers on
roads, parks and
colonies and made wear-
ing of masks mandato-
ry. With intense tests —
1,21,271 done so far, of
which 13,345 were done
on Tuesday – health offi-
cials fear the numbers
will rise further and
stringent containment
measures need to be put
in place.

“We are dealing with a
huge challenge. An
asymptomatic person as
a carrier of the infec-
tion may pass it on to
others. Hence, major
behavioral changes are
needed,” a senior health
ministry official said.

Odisha’s coastal dis-
tricts have emerged as
the Covid-19 hotspots in
the state with 98 per
cent cases being report-

ed from these areas. Of
the 42 positives cases,
coastal districts have
recorded 41 cases.

The footprint of Covid-
19 is seen in as many as
six of the nine coastal
districts. While Khurda
district with 34 cases
has emerged as the epi-
centre in Odisha, other
hotspot coastal districts
are Puri (1), Bhadrak
(3), Jajpur (1),
Kendrapada (1) and
Cuttack (1).

Though Odisha has
recorded only single
Covid-19 death till date,
the mortality rate, how-
ever, is estimated at 2.4
per cent against the
national average of 2.9
per cent. Even with a
lone death till date, the
state figures among the
top-states in the mortali-
ty rate graph nationally.

According to official
information, over 1 lakh
migrant workers
returned to Odisha
before the lockdown
started.

RAJIB CHOWDHURI | DC
KOLKATA, APRIL 8

Booze lovers’ spirit went
up and down in West
Bengal on Wednesday
after the news of the
state government’s move
to allow the home deliv-
ery of liquor spread
havoc before the govern-
ment officials called it
“fake”. 

A purported message
in a WhatsApp group of
the cops in the city trig-
gered the confusion,
according to sources. 

It suggested that the
liquor sale be allowed
from 2 pm to 5 pm by the
retailers after getting
orders from the cus-
tomers over phone from
11 am to 2 pm daily. 

The message also hint-
ed that the cops would
issue delivery passes to
the retailers from the
local police stations
after the liquor shop
owners would approach
their respective local
police stations for
obtaining the passes
with one shop getting
only three delivery pass-
es at a time, sources
revealed.

Later senior excise and
police officials clarified
that no such order has
been issued by the gov-
ernment. They also
called it “fake”.

The liquor shops
alongwith bars have
been closed across the
city and state since
March 21 when restric-
tions came into force on
the eve of ‘janata cur-
few’ before the lockdown
got under way from
March 24.

Earlier, the West
Bengal government said
it is in favour of the
extension of the total
lockdown, minus the
“excesses”. This was
indicated by Chief
Minister Mamata Bane-
rjee hours after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
hinted at lockdown
extension. 

BHAGWAN PARAB | DC 
MUMBAI, APRIL 8

In Mumbai, not wearing a
mask at public places
could now land you in jail.
In view of increasing pos-
itive cases in the city, the
Brihanmumbai Municip-
al Corporation has issued
directives, which men-
tions wearing of masks c-
ompulsory at public pl-
aces. BMC chief Praveen
Pardeshi has initiated the
action under the Epide-
mic Diseases Act for the

prevention of contain-
ment of Covid-19. With
nearly 700 patients, Mum-
bai has the highest num-
ber of positive cases in
Maharashtra.

Violating the BMC
instructions will be pun-
ishable under section 188
of the Indian Penal Code
and will be strictly pena-
lised. It may also lead to
an arrest by the police or
municipal officers, said
civic officials. In a circu-
lar issued on Wednesday,
Mr Pardeshi said that it

has been observed that
wearing of face masks
can reduce the spread of
coronavirus substantially
in persons coming in con-
tact with each other apart
from compulsory social
distancing measures. He-
nce wearing of mask in a
public place is mandatory.

Meanwhile, wearing
face masks has been made
mandatory in the Civil
Secretariat — the seat of
J&K government — and
Leh district in the UT of
Ladakh, officials said. 

MP invokes Esma
to tackle Covid-19
CM issues ultimatum to Delhi attendees

Cops attacked by
mob in Indore
DC CORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL, APRIL 8 

A mob on Wednesday
attacked a patrolling
party in Indore for enforc-
ing lockdown.

This was the second
such incident in the state
in last one week.

According to the police,
a group of youths got
angry when the patrolling
party asked them not to
violate the lockdown by
gathering on the road.

They had a heated
exchange with the police-

men and later pelted
stones at them after chas-
ing them.

However, the policemen
managed to escape
unhurt. The video of the
attack on Wednesday went
viral helping police to
identify the miscreants.

Seven persons were
arrested in connection
with the incident, police
said. Last week, two cops
sustained stabbing
injuries in their hands
when a mob attacked
them with knives here for
enforcing lockdown.

WB SAYS NO
HOME DELIVERY
OF LIQUOR 

Not wearing mask in Mumbai
can now land you in a jail

States spraying 
sanitisers on roads

BHASKAR HARI
SHARMA | DC 
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

Tablighi Jamaat chief
Maulana Saad Kandhalvi
will join the Crime
Branch investigation in
connection with the
Nizamuddin incident,
after his self-quarantine
period of 14 days is over. 

On Wednesday it was
suspected that the
maulana is traced
through technical sur-
veillance somewhere in
Zakir Nagar area in
Delhi. 

However, it is yet to be
ascertained.

Maulana’s lawyer
Tauseef Khan said he is
currently under self-
quarantine and will join
investigation once the
period of 14 days gets
over.”

On Tuesday, Delhi
Police’s Crime Branch
lodged an FIR against
seven people, including
the cleric, on a complaint
by SHO Nizamuddin for

holding a religious con-
gregation here allegedly
in violation of the lock-
down orders and not
maintaining social dis-
tancing to contain the
spread of coronavirus. 

The Crime Branch
wrote to Saad and others
on Wednesday, seeking
the details under Section
91 of the CrPC.

According to the FIR,
the Delhi Police contacted
the authorities of Markaz
on March 21 and remind-
ed them of the govern-
ment order that prohibit-
ed any political or reli-
gious gathering of more
than 50 people. However,
no one paid any heed to
the police’s direction, it
said.

Moreover, an audio
recording purportedly of
Saad was found in circu-
lation on WhatsApp on
March 21, in which he
was heard asking his fol-
lowers to defy the lock-
down and social distanc-
ing and attend the reli-
gious gathering.

Saad to join probe
after self-quarantine GILVESTER ASSARY | DC

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL 8

Decayed, contaminated
and formalin laced fish
continues to be supplied
and sold in Kerala despite
lockdown with officials
seizing 25,000 kg in Kochi
on Wednesday.

The food safety and
health officials have
seized 64,000 kg of con-
taminated fish during
joint raids in the last two
days. Meanwhile, the
Chief Minister has
directed officials to adopt
stringent measures to
check the supply and sale
of contaminated fish. He
lauded the efforts of the
food safety officials and
health officials to check
the supply of contaminat-
ed fish.

The decayed fish is com-
ing in from neighbouring
states particularly Tamil
Nadu. In many cases fish
preserved for nearly two
months using toxic chem-
icals, fish with maggots is
being brought into the
state. Due to lockdown

fishermen are not able to
venture into the sea and
the demand for fish in
Kerala is very high.

Over 2,000 kg of decayed
fish was seized from
Attingal on the outskirts
of Thiruvananthapuram.
In Alappuzha nearly 1,500
kg of contaminated fish
was taken into custody
and cases registered. The
seized fish was destroyed
by the officials.

Meanwhile, after the
Supreme Court directive,
the Kerala–Karnataka
border was opened for the
first time since the lock-
down for permitting
patients requiring treat-
ment in Mangaluru hos-
pitals.

A patient who had a
problem of blood clot in

brain, was allowed to be
shifted to Mangalore
after producing relevant
medical certificates and
referral letter. Only per-
sons without suspected
Covid infection are being
allowed to seek treatment
in Mangaluru. They have
to comply with 10 condi-
tions including referral
letters, certificates from
doctors that the treat-
ment of their aliment is
not available in Kasargod
or Kannur districts, they
were not under quaran-
tine for Covid–19.

Nearly 10 persons had
succumbed to their ail-
ments during the past 10
days because of denial of
treatment in Mangaluru
hospitals. The Karnataka
authorities had dumped
mud on the highway to
block traffic leading to
widespread protests from
people in Kasargod dis-
trict.

With discussions
between the two states
failing to reach a solu-
tion, a bunch of petitions
were filed in Supreme
Court seeking interven-

tion to lift the blockade.
In a separate incident, a

woman who was under
treatment in Mangaluru
alleged that she was
denied continuation in
treatment by doctors at a
hospital. Following her
complaint to the Chief
Minister, arrangements
were made for admitting
her to a hospital in
Kerala.

Kerala continues to wit-
ness a significant decline
in confirmed cases of
Covid–19 with just nine
positive  cases being
reported on Wednesday.

The number of infected
persons who were tested
negative stood at 13, high-
er than the positive cases
which health officials say
is a significant trend.

Of the reported cases,
four are from Kannur,
two from Alapuzha and
one each from Pathana-
mthitta, Thrisur and
Kasargod districts
respectively.  Four came
from abroad, two con-
tracted the infection in
Nizamuddin meet and
three through contact. 

64,000 kg of decayed fish seized 
● ● CHIEF MINISTER has
directed officials to ado-
pt stringent measures to
check the supply and sale
of contaminated fish.

● ● DECAYED FISH is com-
ing in from neighbouring
states, particularly TN.

● NONE OF those in
quarantine has shown
any signs of being
coronavirus positive
during the mandatory
quarantine period and
majority of them followed
the guidelines of the
health department during
the home quarantine.

SHORT TAKES
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IN BRIEF

Death warrant for
Mujibur killer

Dhaka: A Bangladeshi court
on Wednesday issued a

death warrant against a for-
mer military captain for his

involvement in the 1975 coup
in which the country’s fou-
nder Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman was assas-
sinated. Abdul Majed, who

was arrested in Dhaka on
Tuesday after hiding in India

for nearly two-and-a-half
decades, was brought before

the court from the jail in
heavy security. Dhaka’s

District and Sessions Judge
Helaluddin Choudhury issued
the death warrant with Sup-
reme Court’s special permis-

sion during the ongoing
Covid-19 holiday, public pro-

secutor Abdulah Abu said.

S. Africa min defies
lockdown, on leave
Johannesburg: South African

President Cyril Ramaphosa
on Wednesday placed on

special leave a minister seen
lunching at a friend’s house

in violation of the coron-
avirus lockdown. Ramaphosa

has ordered a three-week
national lockdown to try to

brake the virus, which has
infected 1,749 people, killing
13 of them, according to an

official tally. But a picture
posted on Instagram on
Sunday showed Comm-

unications and Digital Techn-
ologies Minister Stella Nda-

beni-Abrahams having lunch
with five other people at the

home of a former deputy
minister earlier that day.

“President Ramaphosa has
placed the Minister on spe-
cial leave for two months,”

the presidency said in a stat-
ement. Ramaphosa has “acc-
epted the minister’s apology

for the violation but was
unmoved by mitigating fac-

tors she tendered,” it said. 

Taliban kills 7
Afghan civilians 

Kabul: At least seven Afghan
civilians were killed when the

Taliban attacked security
forces in northern Balkh

province, local officials said
Wednesday. The insurgents

abducted the civilians on
Tuesday afternoon in the

district of Sholgara and later
killed them, according to

Sayed Arif Iqbali, the local
police chief. There was no

immediate confirmation from
the Taliban that hey were

behind the attack in Balkh.
The violence comes as the

Taliban have said their peace
deal with the US, signed at

the end of February in Qatar,
was nearing a breaking point,

blaming Washington for
alleged violations of the deal

that the US denies. 

Explosion on
road kills five

Diyarbakir: Five civilians
were killed on Wednesday
when their car was hit in a

bomb attack in Turkey’s
southeast, local officials said.

The governor of Kurdish-
majority Diyarbakir province

said the attack was carried
out in the early hours by

“members of the PKK terror
organisation”, referring to

the banned Kurdistan Wor-
kers’ Party. The PKK has fou-

ght an insurgency against the
Turkish state since 1984 and
is listed as a terror group by

Turkey and its Western allies.

Almaty, April 8: A three-man
space crew finished prepara-
tions on Wednesday for a mis-
sion to the International Space
Station, which is going ahead
despite the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Anatoly Ivanishin and Ivan
Vagner of Russia’s Roscosmos
space agency and NASA’s Ch-
ris Cassidy will blast off from
Kazakhstan for a six-month
mission at 08:05 GMT Thur-
sday. 

But with journalists and rela-
tives unable to travel to
Baikonur due to restrictions
related to Covid-19, the tradit-
ional farewell press conference
broadcast by Roscosmos had a
more distant and sombre feel.

“Instead of talking only to
some cameras we would be
talking to some people right
now,” said Cassidy, who is
readying for his third stint in
space. Cassidy, 50, admitted
that the crew was “affected” by
their families not being able to
be in Baikonur for their
blastoff to the ISS. 

“But we understand that the
whole world is also impacted
by the same crisis.”
Quarantine and isolation from
the rest of the world are not
new habits for astronauts. 

SPACE CREW
SET FOR LAUNCH
AMID PANDEMIC

American legend passed away due to complications arising from coronavirus FINAL | JOURNEY

Los Angeles, April 8:
American folk legend
John Prine has passed
away due to the coron-
avirus complications. He
was 73. Prine, whose coro-
navirus diagnosis was
revealed on March 17, died
on Tuesday, his publicist
told Variety. His wife and
manager, Fiona, had on
April 3 posted on Twitter
that Prine was severely ill
after being admitted into
intensive care unit of a
hospital. 

In a career spanning over
half a century, Prine
churned out heartfelt and
unforgettable songs like
“Angel From

Montgomery,” “Sweet
Revenge” and “In Spite of
Ourselves”. He was
regarded as one of the

greatest by many of his
peers including Bob
Dylan, Johnny Cash,
Bruce Springsteen, Bette

Midler and many other
music legends. Born on
October 10, 1946 in May-
wood, Illinois, the singer-
songwritter emerged on
the Chicago folk scene in
the late 1960s, when he was
discovered by country star
Kris Kristofferson. 

He is still remembered
for his 1971 anti-war track
“Your Flag Decal Won't
Get You Into Heaven
Anymore”, which came at
the height of the Vietnam
War and is still relevant to
many till date. In recent
years, he had taken a step
back from music but came
back in 2018 with the
album “The Tree of

Forgiveness”. 
It was his first LP in 13

years. Prine was a winner
of two Grammy award for
best contemporary folk
albums — “The Missing
Years” (1991) and “Fair &
Square” (2005). 

He was an inductee of
the Songwriters Hall of
Fame and also bestowed
with Grammy Lifetime
Achievement Award. The
news of his demise sent
shockwaves across the
music industry, with stars
like Bruce Springsteen,
Kacey Musgraves, Bonnie
Raitt, Bette Midler and
others paying their trib-
utes to the legend. “Over

here on E Street, we are
crushed by the loss of
John Prine. John and I
were “New Dylans” toge-
ther in the early 70s and he
was never anything but
the lovliest guy in the
world. 

A true national treasure
and a songwriter for the
ages. We send our love and
prayers to his family,”
Springsteen wrote in a
post on Twitter. While
Musgraves posted, “Hear-
tbroken.” Raitt, who reco-
rded “Angel from Montg-
omery” in the 1970s, said
he is feeling “crushed”
after learning about
Prine’s demise. — PTI

Legendary folk singer John Prine dies at 73

US singer-songwriter John Prine performs onstage dur-
ing the 2019 Songwriters Hall Of Fame Gala at The New
York Marriott Marquis in New York City. — AFP

WHO denies it sided
China, slams fund cut

US: India gave us
29 mn HCQ pills
Washington, April 8: A
sizeable chunk of the 29
million doses of hydroxy-
chloroquine bought by the
US to combat the coron-
avirus pandemic is from
India, President Donald
Trump has said as he
acknowledged that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was “great” when he
sought his help to allow
the sale of the anti-malar-
ia drug to treat the grow-
ing number of Covid-19
patients in America.

Trump and Prime
Minister Modi spoke over
the phone last week.
During the call, Trump
requested Modi to lift the
hold on the American
order of hydroxychloro-
quine, of which India is
the major producer.

Hydroxychloroquine has
been identified by the US
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration as a possible treat-
ment for the Covid-19.
Anticipating that it will
work, given initial posi-
tive results, Trump has
bought more than 29 mil-
lion doses of hydroxy-
chloroquine. — PTI

Terms Covid-19 outbreak in Europe as ‘very concerning’
Geneva, April 8: World
Health Organisation offi-
cials on Wednesday
denied that the body was
“China-centric” and said
that the acute phase of a
pandemic was not the
time to cut funding, after
US President Donald
Trump said he would put
contributions on hold.

The United States is the
top donor to the Geneva-
based body which Trump
said had issued bad advice
during the new coron-
avirus outbreak.

US contributions to
WHO in 2019 exceeded
$400 million, almost dou-
ble the second largest
country donor, according
to figures from the US
State Department. China
contributed $44 million, it
said.

“We are still in the acute
phase of a pandemic so
now is not the time to cut
back on funding,” Dr Hans
Kluge, WHO regional
director for Europe, told a
virtual briefing when
asked about Trump’s
remarks.

Dr Bruce Aylward, sen-
ior advisor to the WHO
Director-General, also
defended the UN agency’s

relationship with China,
saying its work with
Beijing authorities was
important to understand
the outbreak which began
in Wuhan in December.

“It was absolutely criti-
cal in the early part of this
outbreak to have full
access to everything possi-
ble, to get on the ground
and work with the
Chinese to understand
this,” he told reporters.

“This is what we did
with every other hard-hit
country like Spain and

had nothing to do with
China specifically.”

Aylward, who led a WHO
expert mission to China in
February, defended WHO
recommendations to keep
borders open, saying that
China had worked “very
hard” to identify and
detect early cases and
their contacts and ensure
they did not travel.

“China worked very,
hard very early on, once it
understood what it was
WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus has been lav-
ish in his praise of China
from early in the out-
break, praising President
Xi Jinping’s “rare leader-
ship”.

David Heymann, a pro-
fessor at the London
School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine who led
WHO’s response to the
2003 SARS outbreak, said
that any U.S. funding cut
would be a huge blow.

“If the WHO loses its
funding it cannot continue
to do its work. It works on
a shoe-string budget
already,” Heymann said in
London. “Of course it
would be disastrous for
the WHO to lose fund-
ing.”dealing with, to try
and identify and detect all
potential cases to make
sure that they got tested to
trace all the close contacts
and make sure they were
quarantined so they actu-
ally knew where the virus
was, where the risk was,”
he said.

“Then they made it very
clear that these people
would not and could not
travel within the country,
let alone internationally,”
he added.

— Agencies

Chinese youth record a dance routine on the streets of Wuhan in central China’s Hubei province on Wednesday. Streets in the city of 11 million
people were clogged with traffic and long lines formed at the airport, train and bus stations as thousands streamed out of the city to return to
homes and jobs elsewhere. Yellow barriers that had blocked off some streets were gone, although the gates to residential compounds remained
guarded. — PTI

Wuhan shakes it up

People wearing protective clothing and masks arrive at
Hankou Railway Station in Wuhan, to board one of the
first trains leaving the city in China’s central Hubei
province on Wednesday. — AFP

Spain records 757 new deaths
Madrid, April 8: Spain
recorded Wednesday a sec-
ond successive daily rise
in coronavirus-related
deaths with 757 fatalities,
lifting the total toll in
Europe’s second-hardest-
hit country after Italy by
5.5 percent to 14,555.

The number of new
infections rose by 4.4 per-
cent to 146,690, the health
ministry said, as Spain
has ramped up its testing
for the disease. 

The number of daily
deaths, which peaked on
Thursday at 950, rose for
the first time on Tuesday
after falling for four
straight days. But the rate

of increase in both deaths
and new infections on
Wednesday was largely in
line with that recorded the
previous day, and half of
what was recorded just a
week ago. 

“We have consolidated
the slowdown in the

spread of the virus,”
Health Minister Salvador
Illa tweeted after the latest
figures were published. 

The Spanish government
on March 14 imposed one
of the toughest lockdowns
in Europe to curb the
spread of the virus, with
people allowed out of their
homes only to work, buy
food and seek medical
care. 

The pandemic has
stretched the country’s
public healthcare system
close to breaking point,
with a shortage of inten-
sive care beds and equip-
ments, but in recent days
hospitals have said the sit-

uation has improved.
“We have observed a de-

escalation at this hospital
in particular, and I believe
at all hospitals,” the
spokesman for the
Hospital Severo Ochoa in
Leganes near Madrid,
Jorge Rivera, said.

“We can’t let down our
guard, emergency services
are now working below
their full capacity and are
working well, they are not
saturated and overcrowd-
ed but it does not mean
that we can relax and go to
the emergency ward
because you have an ail-
ment.”

— AFP

Sanders drops out
of 2020 Prez race
Washington, April 8: US
Senator Bernie Sanders
suspended his presiden-
tial campaign Wednesday,
clearing the way for rival
Joe Biden to win the
Democratic nomination
and challenge incumbent
Donald Trump in
November.

“I have concluded that
this battle for the
Democratic nomination
will not be successful,”
the leftist Sanders told
supporters in a
livestream announcing
he is dropping out.

“Vice president Biden
will be the nominee,” the
78-year-old added.

“I congratulate Joe
Biden, a very decent man,
who I will work with to
move our progressive
ideas forward.”Sanders,
who challenged Hillary
Clinton for the party's
nomination in 2016,
mounted a formidable
challenge to Biden in the
2020 race, becoming the
frontrunner early this
year and earning the
most votes in the first
three state-wide contests.

But he was soon
eclipsed by a surging
Biden, who won the vast
majority of the remain-
ing primaries and now

holds a commanding lead
in the all-important race
for delegates who choose
the nominee.

Sanders ran an intense,
issue-driven campaign,
bringing his liberal ideo-
logical platform -- includ-
ing a call for universal
health care and a $15
hourly minimum wage --
into the mainstream.

“Together we have
transformed American
consciousness as to what
kind of nation we can
become, and have taken
this country a major step
forward in the never-end-
ing struggle for economic
justice, social justice,
racial justice, and envi-
ronmental justice,”
Sanders said.

Several US lawmakers
have come out in support
of such prescriptions,
and Biden himself has
shifted leftward to incor-
porate some Sanders poli-
cies, although he has
stressed he does not sup-
port Sanders's Medicare
for All plan.

Biden tweeted his
thanks to Sanders, hail-
ing him as “a good man, a
great leader, and one of
the most powerful voices
for change in our coun-
try.” — AFP

Beijing, April 8: A pro-
minent Communist pa-
rty member who criti-
cized Chinese leader Xi
Jinping’s handling of the
coronavirus outbreak is
being investigated on
suspicion of a “severe
violation of discipline
and law,” a joint govern-
ment-party watchdog
said.

Ren Zhiqiang is a for-
mer head of state-run
real estate conglomerate
Huayuan Group and a
party member who has
become known for his
outspokenness on sensi-
tive topics such as press
censorship. He dropped
from sight in mid-March
after publishing an onl-
ine essay that criticized
the leadership’s han-
dling of the virus out-
break that originated in
December in central
China. 

While government data
show Covid-19 appa-
rently subsiding in Ch-
ina, more than 1.4 mil-
lion people have been
infected worldwide.  A
one-sentence notice
issued Tuesday by the
party-government joint
disciplinary watchdog
body in Beijing’s western
district said Ren was
undergoing a “review
and monitoring investi-
gation” but gave no
details and did not men-
tion Ren’s article or pre-
vious statements. — AP

INDO-AMERICANS
MOURN DEATH OF
INDIAN SCRIBE
Washington, April 8:
The Indian-American
community mourned
the death of veteran
journalist Brahm Kanc-
hibotla, who died of
coronavirus in the US.
Kanchibotla, 66, was
admitted to a hospital on
Long Island in New York
on March 28, some five
days after he showed
symptoms of the virus. 

In recent years, he was
writing for two ethnic
Indian American publi-
cations: The Indian
Panorama and South
Asia Times. He was a for-
mer staffer of Deccan
Chronicle.

PM Narendra Modi on
Wednesday condoled the
demise of Kanchibotla,
saying he will be remem-
bered for his fine work.
“Very sad to learn about
the passing away of vet-
eran Indian-American
journalist Brahm
Kanchibotla due to
Covid-19. Our heartfelt
condolences to his fami-
ly.” — AP

U.S. TOPS 40L
CASES, TOLL PUT
AROUND 13,000
Washington, April 8:
The United States on
Wednesday surpassed
400,000 novel coronavirus
cases, according to a tally
kept by Johns Hopkins
University.

The pandemic has now
claimed the lives of at
least 12,936 people in the
United States, which
leads the world in the
number of confirmed
infections with 401,116,
by the Baltimore-based
school’s count.

The 300,000-case mile-
stone was passed on
Saturday.

The US death toll is
approaching those of
hard-hit Italy with more
than 17,000 and Spain
with more than 14,500.
President Donald Trump
has defended his
response to the crisis.

— PTI

Ren Zhiqiang

CHINA PROBES
PARTY MEMBER
CRITICAL OF XI

● ● THE PANDEMIC has
stretched the country’s
public healthcare system
close to breaking point,
with a shortage of inten-
sive care beds and equip-
ments, but in recent days
hospitals have said the
situation has improved.

Sunak in line to
be Deputy PM
London, April 8: The
UK’s Indian-origin fina-
nce minister, Rishi Sun-
ak, is next in line to
deputise for British
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson while he is in
hospital with coronavirus
and in case UK Foreign
Secretary Dominic Raab
is unable to carry on
amid the pandemic,
Downing Street has said.

Sunak, who has been
leading the UK govern-
ment’s economic
response during the
Covid-19 lockdown as the
Chancellor of the
Exchequer, will automati-
cally step in as part of an
established order of
precedence in the UK –
which does not have a
written Constitution.

“There is an established

order of precedence. The
Prime Minister has
appointed the Foreign
Secretary [Raab] as his
First Secretary of State.
In line with the order of
precedence, the
Chancellor [Sunak]
would follow from the
Foreign Secretary,”

Johnson’s spokesperson
at Downing Street told
reporters in response to a
question about the chain
of command at the top of
the British government.

Given the rapid spread
of Covid-19 in the UK,
where the death toll has
crossed 6,000, and its
impact on frontline min-
isters, questions around
leadership have been
increasingly doing the
rounds. 

— PTI
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I
ndia’s decision to lift the embargo on the export of HCQ (hydroxy-
chloroquine) to USA, Brazil and several others is not only pragmatic
but also a humanitarian gesture at this hour of global crisis caused by
the novel coronavirus. The strident appeal for the drug, said to have

thrown up anecdotal evidence in the treatment of Covid-19 patients, may
have come with typical Donald Trump bluster of retaliatory action. In
view of long-term strategic ties with the United States and convergence of
a vast set of interests between two citadels of the free world, it was up to
India to take a positive call in this regard. But it did call for a certain level
of maturity to make the change to the drug policy put in place as recently
as the end of last month to restrict exports in vital drugs like HCQ and
paracetamol that are needed in India to treat malaria and influenza. 

Mr Trump’s threat became the focus of internal politics with sections of
the major Opposition picking on the need to serve Indians first. Their crit-
icism is misplaced but then they may not have been privy to the govern-
ment decision to clear shipments having been conveyed to the US State
department some time prior to Mr Trump’s obstreperous bleating at his
White House media briefing on Sunday. It was unlikely that the stability
of India-US ties would have been unduly affected by any one decision on
trade like HCQ tablets or Harley Davidson motorcycles. Such a relation-
ship may have been enhanced in Trump-Modi bonhomie as evidenced in
Houston, Ahmedabad and New Delhi, though there is good reason to
believe the ties go much deeper than the personal rapport between current
leaders.  

India has the capacity to produce about 20 crore HCQ tablets of 200mg
each in about 30 days and a couple of busy months in major pharmaceuti-
cal factories would not only leave international customers satisfied but
also a domestic surplus built for the drug’s primary use, which is in treat-
ing malaria, a disease tropical countries are still battling with and which
causes more deaths annually than the coronavirus in many parts of the
world. Regardless of the efficacy of the drug against this particular virus
and possible aftereffects like heart arrhythmia it has been known to
cause, India’s duty is to allow the free sale of HCQ to friendly nations,
especially as it handles 70 per cent of the world’s production of this drug.   

Quite curiously, Mr Trump has been advocating the miracle effects of
HCQ taken in combination with drugs like the antibiotic Azithromycin in
combating Covid-19. This flies in the face of the opinion of Dr Anthony
Fauci, the expert on infectious diseases who is on the White House
Coronavirus Task Force. However, ICMR too has advocated its use in
India as preventive medication in high risk population like nursing staff
who deal with Covid-19 patients in close proximity. Given the alarming
nature of the virus threat, it is imperative on our part to realise that noth-
ing is cast in stone and whatever seems to work against the coronavirus
must be experimented with, except of course outlandish cures without
any basis in science.
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Congress president Sonia Gandhi has offered a set of five suggestions to
the government on cutting down on expenditure in response to a call
given by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It’s a welcome step that the

government and the Opposition have come together at the time of a nation-
al crisis. However, it’s disappointing to note that that the steps Ms Gandhi
has suggested would not add much to the national efforts to tide over the sit-
uation; some of them will in fact undermine them.

The Congress president’s suggestions on a blanket 30 per cent cut on
Central expenditure other than on salaries, pensions and central schemes
are in line with the fiscal conservatism neoliberal economists often
advance. True, the government should cut wasteful expenditure but it
should find new avenues to pump in more money into the economy if we
were to survive as a nation. A safety net for the migrant labour is welcome
but what they need more is labour, for which the economy will look up to
the government in these trying times. The government should spend more,
not less. Her suggestion on a blanket ban on foreign tours by the top func-
tionaries of the government, including the President and the Prime
Minister, serves little purpose other than tokenism. Her suggestion on cut-
ting back advertisements to the media on government projects, if imple-
mented, could ensure that only the big fish with corporate backing will sur-
vive. The proposal to postpone the `20,000 crore central vista project to
build a new Parliament building and the transfer of the funds received
under PM-Cares scheme to the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund, how-
ever, deserve serious consideration by the government. It may be noted
that the Congress has asked for no cut in defence expenditure, which could
have provided the government the much-needed financial leeway. Perhaps,
it is afraid of being branded anti-national by the right-wingers.

Bolder ideas welcome

Export of HCQ tablets
by India humanitarian

W
hile the world is still
reeling from Covid-19’s
impact, idealistic revo-
lutionaries are already

looking beyond it. They envision
this crisis may upend populism,
cause major wealth redistribution
and produce a fairer world. How
valid is this view?

Many recent natural pandemics
had mortality numbers similar to
the worst projected for Covid-19.
The 1918, 1956 and 1968 flu pan-
demics killed millions. None gave
long-lasting equity globally, or
even nationally. But then, none
created the huge global economic
turmoil that Covid-19 has already.
This high dislocation even in rich
states feeds hope of a fairer world
among revolutionaries. So, rather
than looking at past pandemics,
one must compare the Covid-19 cri-
sis with outcomes of huge global
dislocations in the modern era due
to different causes to see if it will
lead to lasting equity.

The modern era emerged from
one such period of dislocation
caused by scientific discoveries
during the 17th-18th centuries. It

rendered feudal economies unpro-
ductive and uncompetitive with
the emergence of democratic and
capitalist European states. The
changes led to some equity as
power went from a small landed
class to a bigger middle class. But
the changes did not give much to
the European working class and
also led to brutal colonisation glob-
ally.

This situation continued till the
early 20th century, which saw sev-
eral cataclysmic events, including
two world wars, the global depres-
sion and the 1918 flu pandemic.
Much of this dislocation was
linked to the inequities of global
capitalism. From these events
emerged a major push towards
greater equity (via communism in
the East bloc and social democracy
in the West), decolonisation and
global institutions.

Even this did not produce long-
lasting equity. Communism pre-
sented initial equity, but later
brought human rights abuses and
economic stagnation. It became
especially exposed in comparison
with the higher productivity of

capitalism and democratic free-
dom which led to its collapse. In
the West, too, social democracy
started fraying by the 1970s and
gave way to neoliberal capitalism.
This upped global and national
inequities, weakened global insti-
tutions and produced neo-imperi-
alism globally.

These neoliberal trends led to
another cycle of dislocation in the
21st century, with post-9/11 global
terrorism and the 2008 recession.
The terrorism-related violence did
not compare with that of the two
world wars; nor did the economic
turmoil of 2008 with that of 1929.
The result was thus not a move
towards equity, but towards the
bigoted politics we see spreading
today at a slightly slower pace than
Covid-19.

Clear lessons emerge from these
eras of huge changes based on the
degree of dislocation faced by the
existing systems then. The least
dislocation is when a system’s
inputs and outputs are temporari-
ly disrupted. A higher level of dis-
location is when system process-
ing units are damaged temporari-

ly. The highest level is when insti-
tutions and ideology underpinning
a system are seen as faulty, leading
to its demise. This happened in two
of the four cases, ie the demise of
feudalism and communism, as
their institutions and ideologies
were supplanted by capitalist ones.

But even so, neither change led to
long-lasting equity. The other two
cases from early 20th and 21st cen-
turies emerged from capitalism’s
weaknesses. Mayhem in the early
1900s only caused major disruption
of system-processing units and
questioning of capitalism’s excess-
es, but not of its basic ideology and
institutions. Thus, it did not lead
to capitalism’s demise, but inter-
nal reform. The early 21st century
did not even see that.

How deeply will various project-
ed scenarios for Covid-19 affect
capitalism? An optimistic scenario
says the crisis may end in two to
three months. This will only
briefly disrupt capitalism’s inputs
and outputs. The focus will be on
technical solutions to protect the
rich from pandemics. But if it
lingers on a few months more,

large portions of its processing
units may go bankrupt. State
bailouts would be required to
reboot them. With many states
already indebted, high debt levels
will necessitate increased taxes on
the rich. But with basic ideology
unscathed, this phase may be
brief. Finally, a more prolonged
crisis may lead to a major law-and-
order meltdown, thus damaging
capitalist ideology and institu-
tions.

However, this scenario is unlike-
ly. Even if it happens, who will fill
the gap? Are progressive ideas and
networks strong enough to steer
society towards equity? Actually,
terrorists, mafias, populists and
autocracies like China and Russia
may be better equipped to fill the
gap. Thus, a fairer world seems an
unlikely outcome of Covid-19. But
it may come from a few more
major capitalist mishaps and revo-
lutionaries converting their
dreams into concrete policy ideas
for a fairer world to undermine
capitalistic ideology.

By arrangement with Dawn

Will the novel
coronavirus

give rise to a
fairer world?

T
he facts, how-
ever unexcit-
ing, are really
the key. The
Sars-CoV-2, or

Covid-19, did not
emanate from the annu-
al gathering of the
Tablighi Jamaat held at
its centre in New
Delhi’s Nizamuddin
area between March 13
and 15. The virus
sneaked in because
many participants in
the event had travelled
from Malaysia, and
many among them were
from Malaysia and
Indonesia, and they
must have arrived in
New Delhi sometime in
the first half of March
when the government
and the experts were
not quite sure how the
virus will play itself out
in the country because
many other countries,
especially in Europe,
were already in its vice
grip. So it is under-
standable that these
Tablighi travellers from
Malaysia were not test-
ed rigorously at the air-
port. Many of them dis-
persed across the coun-
try after the meeting
because the Covid-19
alarm had not been
rung by the middle of
the month. It happened
only after March 20.
When the Tablighi cen-
tre was found to house
nearly 2,000 members
inside its premises at
the end of March 30,
after the lockdown
began on March 23, it
should not have come as
a surprise to anyone.
The Tablighis just
stayed where they were
as the lockdown began,
and train, bus and air
travel were suspended.
It turned out to be a
blessing in disguise
because they could be
tested and quarantined,
which was better than if
they had melted away.
The major death toll
was also from the con-
gregation, including six
in Telangana and one
from Jammu and
Kashmir. It has also

been possible to trace
the over 20,000 contacts
of the congregation.
Those who have tested
positive among them
now number more than
a thousand, from the
total tally of more than
4,000. The fact that the
Tablighi Jamaat is not a
secret organisation, and
that its members can be
easily identified
because of their pecu-
liar attire and that they
stay in mosques, has
helped in tracking them
down. The misbehav-
iour of Tablighis cannot
be glossed over either,
but it is nothing but the
obduracy and idiocy of
blinkered minds rather
than that of jihadis.
They have been taken to
task as they should be.

The fury of prejudice
that has been unleashed
in the media, especially
the “tabloid” television
news channels, was
based on the large num-
bers of Covid-19 positive
cases that emerged from
among the Tablighis.
The fact that the
Tablighi travellers were
carrying the virus with-
out being aware of it —
most of them tested pos-
itive but they were not
active — was glossed
over and the majoritari-
an spinmeisters
grabbed the issue with a
vicious glee. They
argued from the case
that many of militant
jihadi groups had
Tablighi recruits, and
that the minor explo-
sion of Covid-19 among
the Tablighis in New
Delhi was a diabolical
conspiracy to spread it
across the country as
many of international
jihadi groups, especial-
ly those operating from
Pakistan, consider
India to be enemy terri-
tory. This was a toxic
concoction, and there
was no need for forensic
proof to establish its
veracity. The media
savonarolas worked
themselves into self-
righteous rage and
accused the Tablighi

gathering for spreading
the virus, which is a
half-truth at best. But
half-truths have their
diabolical uses.

The Tablighis are
looked down with con-
tempt by the genteel
classes of Muslims
because of the
inevitable class bias.
Most of the Tablighis
come from lower
income groups. The
poor among the
Muslims have no use for
the Tablighis because
religiosity is an irritant
when you are struggling
for survival from day to
day. The Tablighis are
of no consequence in
the larger Muslim com-
munity. But those fight-
ing what they consider
to be the jihadi danger
like to blur the lines
between poor Muslims
and Tablighis, between
well-off Muslims and
the Tablighis, and
between Tablighis and
the jihadi extremists.
There is no room or
time to make distinc-
tions when you are
fighting a propaganda
war. Interestingly and
surprisingly, or per-
haps not so surprising-
ly, the anti-Tablighi
media combatants are
partly fighting the reli-
gious fanaticism of the
jihadis from a secular
standpoint. And the
same combatants are
also fighting secularism
and all those who are
secular as they believe
that secularism is a
Communist conspiracy.
While appearing to be
fighting against the reli-
gious superstitions of
the Tablighis, the anti-
Tablighi media war-
riors are fighting for
undeclared Hindu piety
in the name of national-
ist sentiment. It is more
than a sleight of hand. It
is as a matter of fact
transparent majoritari-

an prejudice in full dis-
play.

The Narendra Modi
government has main-
tained a scrupulous
silence about the
Tablighi issue. The offi-
cial at the daily briefing
spelt out in neutral
tones the impact that
the Tablighi positive
cases and deaths had
made to the total num-
ber of infections and
fatalities. No one in the
media had bothered to
ask about the ani-
Tablighi campaign that
was raging in parts of
the  media in the way
that US President
Donald Trump was con-
fronted by some White
House reporters at the
daily press briefing
about the impact on the
Chinese in America
when the coronavirus
has been described by
Mr Trump as the
“Chinese virus”, and he
later came out in sup-
port of the American-
Chinese. Until now no
responsible political
leader from the govern-
ment has bothered to
clarify this matter. RSS
joint general secretary
Manmohan Vaidya has
blamed the Tablighi
leaders for not putting
off the meeting, but he
clarified that the
Muslim community had
nothing to do with the
Tabligh Jamaat’s indis-
cretion.

With the Hindu right-
wing BJP in power, the
Hindu right-wingers
would not want to let go
an opportunity provid-
ed by the Tabligh
episode to spread the
anti-minority message
in the garb of fighting
jihadi terrorism. This is
politics as usual even at
the time of a national
medical emergency. The
BJP and its supporters
hope to reap the bene-
fits in a future election.
And it is unfair to blame
them for doing their bit.
But the facts will ulti-
mately trump rhetoric
and prejudice. The
media furies of today
will look quite foolish a
year from now as India
and the world are
engaged in the serious
battle against the Covid-
19 pandemic.

The writer is a 
Delhi-based 

commentator and 
analyst

Those fighting
what they consider

to be the jihadi
danger like to blur
the lines between
poor Muslims and

Tablighis, between
well-off Muslims

and the Tablighis,
and between

Tablighis and the
jihadi extremists
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Covid’s TJ factor: Shun
prejudice, stick to facts
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Venkateshwar
Rao Jr
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LETTERS
RANDOM TESTING
In India, second most pop-
ulous country, controlling
the virus is a big challenge.
Along with draconian mea-
sures like lockdown, it
would be better to do ran-
dom tests (one person per
home) to find out the num-
ber of cases and boost the
confidence of people.

SShhaarraatthh  KKaassaarrllaa
Hyderabad

EMPATHY NEEDED
The panic, blame game and hate
over coronavirus saddens me. Can’t
we deal with a calamity that is not
manmade with more maturity and
compassion? Why are suspected
positive cases being hounded,
blamed, ostracised? Those suspect-
ed of carrying having the virus are
already suffering by being kept
away from loved ones with the pos-
sibility of testing positive or even
death. I am sure they will come for-
ward to get tested and treated.

Fatimashaheen Shikoh
Hyderabad

TAKING IT EASY
We see many vehicles on roads
without a valid reason. Exemptions
can be given only to medical emer-
gencies. Those violating rules must
be dealt with strictly. It is better to
close petrol pumps or allow them
only for emergency vehicles.

Samatha Masineni
Secunderabad

RIGHT PRIORITIES
The Chief Minister has rightly
given priority to lives over the econ-
omy right now. If lockdown is
extended, it will be tough to control
people leading to rise in cases. The
efforts of government, doctors,
police and others over the last two
months will go in vain. In this criti-
cal situation, a visionary leader like
K. Chandrashekar Rao’s is also
required to save the nation. 

D.N. Rao
Hyderabad

—Dinesh
NEW DELHI, April 8

THE External Affairs MInister,
Mr. Dinesh Singh, said in the Lok
Sabha today that there was a
growing acceptance of India’s
Independent foreign policy based
on peaceful co-existence, non-
a l i g n m e n t
and interna-
tional co-
operation. 

This was
the only
answer to conflicts the world was
facing from time to time, he
added. 

Winding up the House debate on
the demands of his Ministry for
budgetary grants, the Minister
said the super powers had during
the past year moved forward in
discussions over areas of primary
concern to them. 

50 YEARS AGO IN

India’s foreign policy 
widely accepted
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 Economic design to tackle crisis drawn

Stimulus hinges on
length of lockdown  

quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 29,893.96 -0.58
Nifty 50 8,748.75 -0.49
S&P 500* 2,722.80 2.38
Dollar (`) 76.35 -0.94
Pound Sterling (`) 93.92 -0.70
Euro (`) 82.85 -0.83
Gold (Oz)* ($) 1,669.60 0.29
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 32.24 1.16
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.441 0.357
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 0.752 2.452

* As of 9:30 PM IST

Global trade to
plunge by a third
in 2020: WTO
Global trade growth could
plummet by up to a third in
2020 due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the World Trade Organi-
zation said, warning that the
numbers would be "ugly".
"World trade is expected to fall
by between 13 per cent and 32
per cent in 2020 as the pan-
demic disrupts economic activi-
ty and life around the world,"
the WTO said. The downturn
"may well be the deepest eco-
nomic recession,” it said.

Maruti Suzuki
cuts production
by 32% in March

Maruti Suzuki India has cut pro-
duction by 32.05 per cent in
March, the company said in a
regulatory filing. It produced
92,540 units in March against
1,36,201 units a year ago.
Passenger vehicle production
stood at 91,602 units against
1,35,236 units, a dip of 32.26
per cent YoY. Production of
mini and compact segment cars
stood at 67,708 units against
98,602 units, down 31.33 per
cent.

Registration
rules for FPIs
relaxed
The Sebi has eased rules for off-
shore funds seeking to get reg-
istered under the properly regu-
lated foreign portfolio investor
(FPI) category. At present,
funds from jurisdictions that are
Financial Action Task Force-
complaint are permitted to get
a licence under properly regu-
lated category or Category I.
Sebi said now funds coming
from non-FATF-complaint
nations can also obtain FPI
licence if the Centre allows.

India takes US
to WTO’s 
safeguard panel
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India has sought consultations
with the US, under the WTO's
safeguard agreement, against
its decision to increase import
duties on derivatives of steel
and aluminium products. In
January this year, the US issued
a presidential proclamation
stating that steel and alumini-
um derivatives would be sub-
ject to tariff increase. A WTO
communication said India con-
siders this measure of the US
to be a safeguard measure.
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MICHAEL GGONSALVES
PUNE, APRIL 8

Ratings agency Icra on
Wednesday said commer-
cial vehicles (CV) sales vol-
umes, a barometer of eco-
nomic activity, in India are
likely to contract further
by 8-10 per cent in FY2020-
21 as the near-term outlook
of the sector is weighed
down significantly by the
coronavirus pandemic.

It maintained a negative
outlook for the CV seg-

ment over the near-term
due to slowing economic
growth, current overca-
pacity in the CV ecosystem
and not-so- benign financ-
ing environment, with
challenges further aggra-
vated by the rapid spread
of novel coronavirus in the
country.

“The demand headwinds
are expected to continue
over the near-term given
the macroeconomic chal-
lenges in view of the
recent pandemic outbreak

coupled with weakening
financial profile of fleet
operators and significant
price hikes because of tra-
nsition to the BS-VI emis-
sion norms,” Icra said.

This, it said, would exert
pressure on earnings and
overall credit profile of CV
OEMs, which have wit-
nessed sharp earnings
contraction over the past 3-
4 quarters.

It said the outlook for the
next fiscal, especially the
first half, remains weak.

RAVI RRANJAN PPRASAD
MUMBAI, APRIL 8

Despite negative global
cues and a rise in coron-
avirus cases in India to
over 5,000, stock market
indices Sensex and Nifty-
50 soared higher in open-
ing trade. The Sensex rose
above 31,000 and  the Nifty
above 9,000 levels but later
traders booked profit,
leading to sharp fall from
the day's highs.

In the absence of
authentic data about coro-
navirus impact on the
economy, traders’ call on
the short-term market
direction is leading to
irregular trading in a
highly volatile market,
causing huge up and
down moves in the indices
as well as stocks.

Market sources said,
such volatile market
movement could cause
huge losses to retail
investors, who could get
caught easily by short-
term market directions.

After 2500 points up-
move on Tuesday, the
Sensex on Wednesday fell
over 1300 points from the
intra-day high of 31,227.97
to close in the red. The

Sensex finally closed at
29,893.96, down 173 points
or 0.58 per cent.

Similar volatile move-
ment in NSE’s Nifty-50
took the index above the
9,000-mark to the day’s
high of 9,131.70 but it
proved a temporary spike
as the index finally closed
at 8748.75, down by 43.45
points, or 0.49 per cent.

Provisional stock excha-
nge data showed foreign
portfolio investors were
net buyers of equities
worth Rs 1,943.41 crore
while the domestic insti-
tutions were net sellers by
Rs 1,757.79 crore.

However, there was no
correlation to FPIs net
buying on the rupee,
which fell sharply.

Paras Bothra, president
of equity research,
Ashika Stock Broking,
said,  “Volatility in the
markets is on account of
speculation that the cen-
tral government is
mulling over lockdown
extension beyond April 14
amid the spread of coron-
avirus. Barring pharma,
FMCG and select auto
stocks, other sectoral
indices remained under
pressure.”

CV sales may contract 8-10% in FY21: Icra

New Delhi, April 8: The
Centre has asked states to
allow bulk buyers, proces-
sors and  big retailers to
directly buy agri-produce
from farmers, farmer pro-
ducer organisations
(FPOs) and  cooperatives,
for the next three months.
The move is aimed at
decongesting mandis and
ensuring supplies to con-
sumption regions.

The state governments
have also been asked to
notify warehouses regis-
tered by  Warehousing
Development and Regula-
tory Authority (WDRA) as
deemed markets to facili-
tate  online trading via the
electronic National
Agriculture Market
(eNAM), Union agricul-
ture  secretary Sanjay
Agarwal said in a commu-
nication to chief secre-
taries of all states and
Union territories.

States have been asked to
adopt these two emergent
measures for at least three
months,  he added.

"As harvest season has
started, there is immediate
need to facilitate the
process of direct market-
ing of all kinds by farm-
ers, FPOs and coopera-
tives," Agarwal said.

To facilitate direct mar-
keting, the states have
been asked to allow direct
buying facility by bulk
buyers, processors and big
retailers, outside mandi
premises  with minimum
or without any require-
ment of a licensing or reg-
istration process.

To facilitate online trad-
ing via eNAM, the states
have been asked to enable
online  trading of stored
produce from the regis-
tered warehouses. For
which, states have to noti-
fy such warehouses as
deemed markets and also
help FPOs to upload their
produce for collection cen-
tres for bidding. —PTI

Market swings wildly
on speculative trading

ASHWIN JJ PPUNNEN
MUMBAI, APRIL 8

With India likely to face
an extended period of
lockdown, foreign broker-
ages Goldman Sachs and
Nomura have cut the
country’s GDP growth
forecast drastically.

Goldman Sachs predicts
India’s GDP growth to fall
to a multi-decade low of
1.6 per cent in fiscal 2020-
21, making it one of the
bleakest forecasts on
India’s GDP yet.

The policymakers have
not been aggressive
enough in their response
to the crisis, and will need
to eventually intensify
their efforts, economists
at Goldman Sachs said.

It may be noted that
growth was estimated to
slide to a decadal low of 5
per cent for FY20 even
without the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the virus out-
break has only worsened
the woes.

Many analysts have
been doing downward
reviews of their forecasts
amid coronavirus con-
cerns with some estimat-

ing a contraction in the
first quarter of the fiscal,
but Goldman’s is the low-
est forecast for the year as
a whole yet.

Nomura Securities said
it has lowered its 2020 real
GDP growth forecast for
India  to -0.5 per cent year-
on-year, averaging 3.1 per
cent in Q1,-6.1 per cent in
Q2, before recovering to -
0.5 per cent in Q3 and 1.4
per cent in Q4.

The firm said unem-
ployment will remain ele-
vated, with a potentially
longer period of lock-
down and larger growth
damage. 

The Goldman Sachs
report said the nation-
wide shutdown, and ris-
ing public anxiety about

the virus are likely to lead
to a sharp deterioration
in economic activity in
March, and in the next
quarter.

The US brokerage,
which had forecast the
GDP to expand by 3.3 per
cent on a real basis in
FY21 on March 22, said
the 1.6 per cent growth
will be deeper than the
commonly perceived
recessions India has expe-
rienced in 1970s, 1980s and
2009.

The growth slowdown is
different from previous
recession episodes
because there is fear in
the minds of citizens,
which were not present
earlier, it said.

"Our sense so far is of a
less aggressive policy
stimulus by Indian policy-
makers compared to, for
example, 2009," Goldman
Sachs sai.

It now expects 95 per
cent hit to recreation and
culture, and hotels and
restaurants sectors (up
from 70-80 per cent earli-
er) and education down
by 80 per cent (up from 60
per cent).

Goldman Sachs cuts
FY21 growth to 1.6%

MADHUSUDAN SSAHOO
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

The central government's
next big economic stimu-
lus package hinges largely
on when the lockdown
ends or at least partially
lifted. With the govern-
ment still weighing the
pros and cons of lifting the
lockdown and many states
insisting on an extension
of the lockdown period,
sources say the talked
about stimulus package is
unlikely anytime soon.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment is learnt to have
prepared a balanced eco-
nomic design to tackle the
post-lockdown crisis and
reviewing developments
during the lockdown peri-
od on a daily basis. The
government is keen to ease
the lockdown impact on
various sectors and revive
the economy.

The proposed package,
sources said, will focus on
continuity of the recent
economic measures and
the welfare of the labour
force. Also, the govern-
ment may redesign some
welfare schemes for the
farmers. It is expected that
the final call on this will be
taken by the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) in
consultation with the
finance ministry and other
key ministries.

"What is worrying us is
the rising of number of
Covid-19 positive cases and
hence, the possibility of an
extension of the lockdown
is there, as most of states
are unwilling to lift the
lockdown. Our prime focus
is to save the lives first and

then the economy. The eco-
nomic booster package is
still under consideration
but it may not happen any
time soon. The decision of
giving relief to corporates,
especially travel, tourism,
hospitality and MSME sec-
tors, among others, may be
taken after lifting the lock-
down, if not fully but even
partially," a top govern-
ment source said on
Tuesday.

"We are constantly moni-
toring and reviewing each
and every economic activi-
ty on a day-today basis,"
the source said.

"For the economic meas-
ures, there have been 10
empowered groups of sen-
ior bureaucrats, which
were constituted by the
Prime Minister to prepare
India's response to Covid-
19 and one such group is
assigned to take stock of
the economic situation for
the post lockdown conse-
quences," the source said.

Elaborating the steps
taken by the government,
another official source
said, "The group of minis-
ters (GoMs) have been
asked by the PMO to pre-
pare a business continuity

plan before announcing
the status of the current
lockdown scenario. Some
key ministers as well as
Niti Aayog officials are in
regular touch with indus-
try bodies to assess the
impact in their respective
sectors and taking stock of
their financial situation."

India Inc is learnt to have
held several rounds of dis-
cussions with multiple
ministry and Niti Aayog
officilas about the fallout of
the lockdown.

Industry bodies have
given suggestions for a cal-
ibrated exit of lockdown
and economic measures to
cushion its impact.

Chandrajit Banerjee,
director general, CII, said,
"The government should
extend additional support
to the people at the bottom
of the pyramid through
cash transfers. Support to
the industry could come
through the banking sys-
tem. Besides, the govern-
ment should focus on sec-
tors that provide mass
employment first, to pro-
tect low wage employment
and limit the opening of
places like malls, restau-
rants and cinema halls.”

Let bulk buyers,
big retail buy
directly from

farmers:  Centre 

MADHUSUDAN SSAHOO
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

In a bid to soften the
lockdown impact, the
central government has
speeded up release of
pending payments to
businesses, individuals
and states, besides
allowing states to bor-
row a cumulative Rs 3.20
lakh crore till December.

The Income Tax
Department on Wednes-
day said it will immedi-
ately issue pending
refunds of up to Rs 5
lakh, benefitting around
14 lakh taxpayers. The
government will also
issue pending GST and
customs refunds, bene-
fitting around one lakh
business entities. The
total refund granted will
be about Rs 18,000 crore,
an official release said .

In a bid to provide fur-
ther relief to the states,
the finance ministry
released the second
tranche of GST compen-
sation of Rs 14,103 crore
to them on Tuesday. The
first tranche of Rs 19,950
crore was paid on
February 17. The min-
istry has, thus, released
a total of Rs 34,053 crore
to states as compensa-
tion for their revenue
loss in goods and servic-
es tax (GST) and cess for
October and November.

The finance ministry
also allowed states to
borrow a cumulative Rs
3.20 lakh crore from the
market between April
and December 2020. The
move comes amid states'
demand for higher funds
from the Centre.

Centre speeds
refunds; states

allowed to
borrow 3̀.2 L cr

SARITHA RRAI
BENGALURU, APRIL 8

Oyo Hotels & Homes, the
Indian budget lodgings
service backed by
SoftBank Group Corp, is
placing thousands of its
employees globally on
indefinite furlough as it
tries to survive through
the coronavirus pandem-
ic, according to people
familiar with the matter.

Oyo said in a statement
it’s furloughing employ-
ees in countries excluding
India without specifying
numbers, adding that it’s
not considering job cuts
at this time. 

The startup, one of the
largest in SoftBank’s port-
folio, has more than $1 bil-
lion of cash in the bank
and is exploring options
to remain viable over at
least the next 36 months,
one of the people said. It
hasn’t yet determined the
precise number of work-
ers to be furloughed
because it is sorting
through local labour laws
in various countries, said
the person, who didn’t
want to be named disclos-
ing internal discussions.

Founder Ritesh Agarwal
told employees in a video
message and a note that
tough decisions are neces-
sary for the health of the
business, and assured
workers Oyo would not
make any job cuts any-
where in the globe
“despite significant eco-
nomic pressures.”

Oyo’s move—tanta-
mount to going into hiber-
nation—is the latest set-
back for Masayoshi Son’s
SoftBank, whose portfolio
has been buffeted by
WeWork’s implosion and
volatile share prices at
once high-flying Slack
Technologies Inc. and
Uber Technologies Inc. 

Son has been a keen sup-
porter of founder
Agarwal, helping fund the
hotel company’s interna-
tional expansion. Oyo had
been growing at a rapid
clip, but, as with other
travel businesses, the out-
break of Covid-19 has
side-swiped the company.
Its reputation also suf-
fered due to customer
complaints about bad
experiences. —Bloomberg

Oyo sends
thousands on
leave without

pay abroad

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, APRIL 8

The lockdown and the sub-
sequent labour migration
have the unemployment
rate shot up to 23 per cent
in the week ended April 5,
after hitting a 43-month
high of 8.7 per cent in of
March.

According to a Centre for
Monitoring of Indian
Economy (CMIE) report,
the unemployment rate
stood at 23.4 per cent dur-
ing the week amidst
labour participation rate
(LPR) of 36 per cent and an
employment rate of 27.7
per cent.

The unemployment rate
in March itself was the
highest since September
2016. The rate had climbed
rather steeply from the
7.16 per cent level in
January 2020 and has been
rising steadily since its
low point of 3.4 per cent in
July 2017.

"The scene got much
worse as we moved into
the lockdown period," said
Mahesh Vyas, managing
director, CMIE.

The LPR that fell to 36
per cent was a main rea-
son behind the higher
unemployment rate. "We
had feared a fall in labour
participation rate because
of the national shutdown.
But, this fall seems to have
happened even before the
lockdown," said Vyas.

In March 2020 LPR was
41.9 per cent, 42.6 per cent
in February and 42.7 per
cent in March 2019. This is
the first time that the LPR
fell below 42 per cent.

DEBJIT CCHAKRABORTY &&
VRISHTI BBENIWAL
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

India, the world's third biggest oil
consumer, is set to snap up mil-
lions of barrels of Middle East
crude for its strategic reserves,
signalling its support for global
efforts to rescue the energy mar-
ket.

The purchases are aimed at tak-
ing advantage of low prices,
according to officials with knowl-
edge of the matter. But two of
them said they're also a signal of
solidarity for the campaign to sta-
bilise markets after oil minister
Dharmendra Pradhan spoke with
his US and Saudi Arabian coun-
terparts and the head of the
International Energy Agency.

India has 39.14 million barrels of
strategic reserves across the three
facilities that can provide crude
requirements for about 9.5 days,
Pradhan told Parliament last
month. It plans to add two new
strategic reserves with combined
capacity of 47.7 million barrels,

which will provide another 11.57
days of its needs.

While India's storage capacity is
relatively small, the purchases are
an important sign that major con-
suming countries are trying to
play their part in rebalancing a
market that's been pummelled by
the coronavirus. China said earli-
er this month it would start buy-
ing up oil for its emergency
reserves.

New Delhi's move appears to be
part of a broader G-20 response to
the collapse in oil prices. Fatih
Birol, the head of the IEA, has
encouraged oil importers with
available storage to take advan-
tage of low prices to snap barrels.
"Oil consumers can help by filling
up their strategic petroleum
reserves," Birol said in an inter-
view last week.

A spokesperson at the oil min-
istry declined to comment.

Major oil producers led by Saudi
Arabia and Russia are currently
trying to stitch together a deal to
call off their price war and cut
worldwide oil output by around 10
million barrels a day ahead of a
meeting of the Opec+ alliance and
other producers on Thursday.
Minister Pradhan is also set to
take part in a meeting of G-20
energy ministers the following
day.

The Indian government may ask
state-run refiners to buy the crude
upfront from Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Iraq and reimburse
them later, the officials said, ask-

ing not to be named as the infor-
mation is private.

The country has space for an
additional 15 million barrels of
crude across its three strategic
reserves at Mangalore, Padur and
Visakhapatnam. The finance min-
istry has approved a request for
funds from the oil ministry, the
officials said.

India is seeking to buy around
5.5 million barrels of the UAE's
Upper Zakum crude for
Mangalore and about 9.2 million
barrels of Saudi oil for the Padur
caverns, the officials said. It will
also buy some of Iraq's Basrah
Light grade for Visakhapatnam.

Mangalore Refinery and
Petrochemicals Ltd, which had
drawn out some Iranian crude
stored in Mangalore last year, will
likely be asked to fill the tanks
back up with barrels from Abu
Dhabi, said one of the officials.
Tanks at Padur and
Visakhapatnam will likely be
filled with Saudi crude and Iraq's
Basrah Light, respectively.

—Bloomberg

Govt eyes 21-day reserves, to buy up Gulf oil

Rupee falls to life-time low of 76.38 vs dollar

Unemployment rate shoots up to 23%

FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, APRIL 20

Weak risk sentiment glob-
ally coupled with a
stronger dollar weighed
on the rupee that plunged
to its lifetime low of 76.38
against the dollar on
Wednesday. 

Also, sustained outflows
by foreign investors and
absence of regulatory
intervention led to further

weakness in the domestic
currency.

Growth and unemploy-
ment estimates coming
from various agencies
paint a bleak picture of
the Indian economy
amidst the 21-day lock-
down. Economic activity
has come to a halt with no
signs of containment of
the disease in the short-
term.

Forex experts expect the

rupee to weaken further
to 77 levels against the dol-
lar near-term.

"The dollar-rupee pair
can be seen targeting 77
plus levels over a week,"
said Abhishek Goenka,
founder and chief execu-
tive officer, IFA Global.

The rupee's previous
close was 75.63. At this
level, the rupee is down
6.98 per cent against the
dollar so far this year.
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NO HEROES
Very few guys to look up to in the Indian team: Yuvi
New Delhi, April 8:
India’s team culture drew
severe criticism from
World Cup-winning for-
mer allrounder Yuvraj
Singh, who told ODI vice-
captain Rohit Sharma
that there aren’t enough
role models in the side,
which lacks a sense of
respect for the seniors and
is prone to being distract-
ed by social media.

The two were in conver-
sation during an
Instagram live chat on
Tuesday night. The con-
text of Yuvraj’s observa-
tion was Rohit’s question
on the difference between
the current team and the
ones in which Singh
turned up.

“When I came into the
team or when you (Rohit)
came into the team, our
seniors were very disci-
plined. Obviously there
was no social media so
there were no distrac-
tions,” said Yuvraj.

“There was a certain
behaviour that we boys
had to carry, how they talk
to people, how they talk to
media. Because they were
the ambassadors of the
game and India,” the
southpaw added.

But it is not the same
anymore, feels Yuvraj.

“So that is what I had
told you guys. After play-
ing for India, you have to
be more careful about
your image. But I feel the
third generation. There
are only you two seniors,
Virat and you, who are
playing all the formats,
rest of the guys are com-
ing and going,” he said.

“I just feel there are very
few guys to look up to and
I feel that a sense of
respect towards seniors,
that has become a thin
line now. Koi bhi kisiko
kuch bhi keh deta hai (any-
one can say anything to
anyone),” said Yuvraj.

Yuvraj said players dur-
ing his time were more
conscious about how they
were perceived by the sen-
iors in the side.

“I think juniors, because
of social media, party
scenes, these things, we
could not even think
about that in our time.
Because we had that fear
that if we do some mis-
take our senior will tell us
that do not do this, this is
not right,” he said.

On the mindset of the
younger generation,
Yuvraj said most of the
upcoming lot only want to
play limited-overs cricket.

“Sachin paaji told me
once ‘if you perform on
field, everything else will
follow’. I was at NCA once
and I interacted with the
younger lot. I felt most of
them did not want to play
Test cricket which is real
cricket. They are happy
playing one-day cricket,”
he recalled. 

— PTI

Ronaldinho is let out of
jail, under house arrest

Akhtar wants Indo-Pak
series for Covid-19 fight
New Delhi, April 8:
Former Pakistan pacer
Shoaib Akhtar on
Wednesday proposed a
three-match ODI series
against arch-rivals India
to raise funds for the fight
against the Covid-19 pan-
demic in both the coun-
tries.

The two nations have
not played a full-series
since 2007 due to the ter-
rorist attacks on India by
Pakistan-based outfits
and the resultant diplo-
matic tension. They only
play each other in ICC
events and Asia Cup.

“In this time of crisis, I
want to propose a three
match series in which for
the first time, the people
of neither country would
be upset at the outcome of
the games,” Akhtar said
from Islamabad.

“If Virat (Kohli) scores a
hundred, we will be
happy, if Babar Azam
scores a hundred, you will
be happy. Both teams will
be winners irrespective of
whatever happens on the
field,” he said.

“You are bound to get
massive viewership for
the games. For the first
time, both countries will
play for each other. And
whatever funds are gener-
ated through this can be
donated equally to the
government of India and
Pakistan to fight this pan-

demic,” added the 44-year-
old.

With both countries in a
lockdown amid the fast-
spreading pandemic, the
games can only be organ-
ised when things improve.
However, Akhtar feels the
sooner they are held, the
better it would be but
could not tell how the
logistics of such an initia-
tive would be worked out.

“Everyone is sitting at
home at the moment, so
there will be a massive fol-
lowing for the games. May
be not now, when things
start improving, the
games could be organised
at a neutral location like
Dubai. Chartered flights
could be arranged and the
matches could he held,”
the former Pakistani pace
bowler added. — PTI

Asuncion (Paraguay),
April 8: A Paraguayan
judge on Tuesday ordered
the release of Brazilian
football great Ronaldinho
and his brother into
house arrest at a hotel in
downtown Asuncion.

Judge Gustavo Amarilla
told reporters that he had
ordered the “continuation
of house arrest in a hotel
for Ronaldinho and his
brother.” 

They were jailed exactly
a month ago on Monday to
await trial on charges of
using false passports to
enter Paraguay. Lawyers
for the men posted bail of
$1.6 million.

The ruling means the

brothers can swap their
grim police cell block —
which also housed
Paraguay’s former foot-
ball federation chief and
the ex-speaker of the
lower house of parlia-
ment — for a plush
Colonial-style hotel in
central Asuncion.

The brochure of the
refurbished 107-room
Palmaroga hotel, located
in the capital’s historic
center.

“I have the assurance of
the hotel managers that
they, at their own expense,
can observe house arrest
there,” Amarilla told a
news conference.

Paraguay’s appeals

court last month rejected
a request to release the
pair, meaning the two-
time world player of the
year spent his 40th birth-
day behind bars.

With Paraguay’s capital
in lockdown due to the
coronavirus pandemic,
the judge communicated
his ruling in a cellphone
call to the brothers, with
prosecutors and defence
lawyers — and TV cam-
eras — present.

A beaming Ronaldinho,
in a black tee-shirt and
matching headband, gave
a thumbs up sign to show
he understood the terms
of his release.

— AFP

Pakistan pace bowler Mohammad Amir (second from
left) and Indian captain Virat Kohli shake hands after a
match in this file photo.

Rohit Sharma (left) and Yuvraj Singh share a light moment in this photo.

Teenaged golfer Arjun Bhati poses in front of his trophies
in this file photo.

Ronaldinho is embraced by a woman as he arrives at a
hotel where he is to stay under house arrest in
Asuncion, Paraguay, on Tuesday. — AP

SHORT

LLoonnddoonn::  Tottenham Hotspur
have reminded players of their
responsibilities during Britain’s

coronavirus lockdown after pic-
tures and video on social media

emerged of manager Jose
Mourinho and several members

of his squad that appeared to
show them flouting social-dis-

tancing rules.
Portuguese boss Mourinho
was pictured training with

Tanguy Ndombele on Hadley
Common, while Davinson

Sanchez and Ryan Sessegnon
were seen running side by side

in the same public park in north
London.

Spurs full-back Serge Aurier
also posted a video of himself

jogging alongside another per-
son on Instagram.

The Premier League has been
suspended since mid-March

due to the spread of Covid-19.
The outbreak has seen the

British government introduce a
strict series of measures.

— AFP

SPURS PULL UP
MOURINHO

AND PLAYERS

TAKES

Windies, England
U-19 tour put off

Wisden honours
for Stokes, Perry

Russia, Qatar deny
bribery allegations

BIPIN DDANI
MUMBAI, APRIL 7

Cricket West Indies (CWI) and
the England and Wales Cricket

Board (ECB) have agreed to
postpone the planned West
Indies U-19 tour of England,

scheduled for August and
September 2020. The same has

not been postponed for the
corona virus fear but due to the

scheduling clashes.
However, senior team tour of

England, which was scheduled
to take place next month may

be postponed in the current sit-
uation. 

“There has been no word yet.
That is a decision for the ECB
which they have not made as
yer,” the CWI president Ricky

Skerritt, said. 
The tour is scheduled to begin
from May 22 and three Tests to

be played in June. 
“Several of our member coun-

tries have a few cases,” the
president said. 

South Africa and India’s tours
of Sri Lanka may also be affect-

ed. 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Swashbuckling
England allrounder, Ben Stokes

has ended India skipper Virat
Kohli’s three-year run as

Wisden’s leading cricketer of
the year after being named for
the honour on the back of his

stellar show in 2019.
The 2020 Wisden Cricketers’

Almanack also coronated Ellyse
Perry as leading women’s crick-

eter of the year as the
Australian reclaimed the title

from India’s Smriti Mandhana.
Stokes is the first Englishman

to receive the honour since
Andrew Flintoff in 2005.

Australian allrounder Perry
bagged the honour for her

splendid Ashes show. Ellyse
Perry dominated the women’s

Ashes like no one before her
inspiring Australia to a crushing

victory. She was devastating
with the ball, claiming 22/7 in

the ODI at Canterbury, and
remorseless with the bat, in the
one-off Test, making 116 and 76

not out.” — PTI 

DDoohhaa::  Qatar and Russia hit back
at allegations of bribery on

Tuesday after US prosecutors
accused them of paying mil-

lions in bribes for the rights to
host the 2018 and 2022 tourna-

ments.
According to US Justice
Department documents

released Monday, FIFA officials
received bribes to vote in

favour of awarding the 2018
World Cup to Russia and the

2022 tournament to Qatar.
Doha said it “strongly denies

the allegation contained within
the court papers” while the
Kremlin said it “absolutely

legally got the right” to host
the 2018 global football specta-

cle. The US government has
accused a total of 45 people

and of paying or accepting
more than $200 million in

bribes. “Russia absolutely legal-
ly got the right to organise the

World Cup,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said. — AFP

Teen golfer sells
trophies, donates
New Delhi, April 8: He
might be just 15 but golfer
Arjun Bhati has managed
to raise `4.30 lakh to fight
the Covid-19 pandemic by
selling all his trophies,
including three world jun-
ior golf championship
titles and a national cham-
pionship.

The golfer from Greater
Noida, who won the United
States kids junior world
championship in 2016 and
2018 and FCG callaway jun-
ior world championship
last year, has donated the
money to the-CARES
Fund.

Arjun said he sold all of
his trophies to his relatives
and friends of his parents
to raise the fund.

“In last eight years, the
102 trophies that I won
across the world, I have
given them to 102 people in
this hour of crisis. The
total amount of `4,30,000
that I received from that, I
have donated that today to
the-CARES Fund,” he
tweeted in Hindi on
Tuesday.

“After coming to know
about my contribution, my
grandmother first cried
and then said, ‘you are a
real Arjun. At this point of
time, it’s important to save
human lives. Trophies can
be won in future,” he said.

SSHHUUTTTTLLEERR  SSAAII  GGIIVVEESS  `̀44LL

World Badminton
Championships bronze
medallist B. Sai Praneeth
on Wednesday donated `4
lakh to help in the fight
against the rapidly-spread-
ing Covid-19 pandemic.

Praneeth donated `3 lakh
to PM Relief Fund and `1
lakh for Telangana CM
Relief Fund.

“I contributed `3 lakhs
for PM relief fund and `1
lakh for Telangana state
CM relief fund as my part
in this fight against covid-
19. Hope my contributions
help the nation in this
tough situation.
@PMOIndia @naren-
dramodi @TelanganaCMO

@KTRTRS,” Praneeth
wrote on his Twitter han-
dle.

CCHHEESSSS  SSTTAARRSS  CCHHIIPP--IINN
Chess players in the coun-
try, including the likes of
Grandmaster P.
Harikrishna, are doing
their bit in the fight
against the Covid-19 pan-
demic by raising more
than `3 lakh as their con-
tribution.

Some young chess play-
ers from across the coun-
try hosted an online tour-
nament and raised `1.05
lakh while noted coach R.
B. Ramesh collected funds
through his ‘Chess
Gurukul’ with GM P.
Harikrishna contributing
`2 lakh and Karthikeyan
Murali donating `25,000.

Over 80 chess players and
enthusiasts contributed
`1.05 lakh to be donated to
the PM Cares Fund.

HHOOCCKKEEYY  BBOODDYY’’SS  `̀2211LL

Hockey India (HI) on
Wednesday donated `21
lakh to the Odisha Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund to
help the state fight the
Covid-19 pandemic.

HI Executive Board took
a unanimous decision to
make the contribution in
order to support the state
government. “...given the
current crisis that we are
all facing, everyone at
Hockey India hopes that
this contribution of `21
lakhs can make a differ-
ence in the fight,” HI presi-
dent Mohammed Mushtaq
Ahmad said. — PTI

Three sportsmen
succumb to virus
Milan, April 8: Italy’s for-
mer European indoor
champion Donato Sabia
has died from coronavirus
aged 56, days after the pan-
demic claimed the life of
his father, the Italian ath-
letics federation (Fidal)
announced on Wednesday.

Sabia won 800m gold at
the 1984 championships in
Gothenburg, and finished
fifth and seventh at the dis-
tance at the 1984 Los
Angeles and 1988 Seoul
Olympics respectively.

He had been hospitalised
in intensive care for some
days in his native Potenza,
in the southern Basilicata
region.

“A tragedy within a
tragedy, Donato was a per-
son you couldn’t help but
love,” said Fidal president
Alfio Giomi confirming
Sabia’s death days after
that of his father from the

Coronavirus disease.
Meanwhile, Former ice

hockey player Roger
Chappot, who played more
than 100 games for
Switzerland’s national
team including at the 1964
Winter Olympics, has died
due to Covid-19. He was 79.

The International Ice
Hockey Federation says
Chappot was first treated
at a hospital two weeks
ago. He returned home
before his condition
became worse on Apil 1
and he was admitted to an
intensive care unit.

Elsewhere, Former
French rugby player
Christophe Pras has died
after getting infected by
the coronavirus.

Several of his former
clubs announced the death.
He was 35. Pras is survived
by his wife and two chil-
dren. — Agencies

London, April 8: England wicketkeeper Jos Buttler
has raised more than £65,000 ($80,000) to help fight the
coronavirus by auctioning off his World Cup final
shirt. Buttler’s shirt, which he wore when completing
the last-ball run-out that saw England beat New
Zealand at Lord’s last year, was sold to raise money for
specialist heart and lung centres provided by the Royal
Brompton and Harefield hospitals in London. By the
time the auction closed on Tuesday, the shirt had
attracted 82 bids with the winner paying £65,100.
Buttler said: “It’s a very special shirt but I think it
takes on extra meaning with it being able to hopefully
go to the emergency cause.” — AFP

BUTTLER’S WC WINNING
JERSEY FETCHES $80k

NEHRA BELIEVES
IPL CAN BE HELD
LATER THIS YEAR
New Delhi, April 8:
Former India left-arm
pacer Ashish Nehra
believes there is a possi-
bility of the IPL taking
place in the last quarter of
the year, provided the
Covid-19 pandemic is
brought under control
worldwide by the month
of October.

The IPL 2020, which was
scheduled to be played
from March 29, has been
suspended till April 15
with no clarity yet on
whether it would go ahead
at all.

“Even if the IPL doesn’t
happen in August,
(because) there are a lot of
places in India that wit-
ness rains during that
month and there are high
chances that lots of
matches will get can-
celled,” Nehra told on
Star Sports 1 Hindi show
‘Cricket Connected’.

“If things go back to nor-
mal around the world by
October, we’ll have a 100
per cent clearance,” he
reckoned.

With the spike in coron-
avirus cases and deaths
showing no signs of
relenting, there are slim
chances of the IPL hap-
pening this year. — PTI

POSTPONING CASH
RICH LEAGUE A
BLESSING: DEEPAK
Chennai, April 8: The
postponement of IPL 2020
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic has come as a bless-
ing in disguise for India
medium pacer Deepak
Chahar as the delay has
given him time to regain
full fitness from his lower-
back injury.

Chahar, who plays for
Chennai Super Kings in
the IPL, is now eagerly
waiting to make his
return to competitive
cricket once the situation
normalises.

“I am looking forward to
bowling again. For now,
the idea is to stay fit,” the
27-year-old said.

Chahar sustained a
stress fracture on his
lower back midway
through the ODI series
against the West Indies in
December last year, which
ruled him out of action
until the end of March.

He admitted that he
would have missed CSK’s
first few games if the IPL
2020 had started as sched-
uled on March 29.

“When things are not in
your control, there is lit-
tle you can do. So, I focus
on what I can do during
that time. I am trying to
learn new things, focus on
my fitness — as you know
I was injured and getting
back. This gives me more
time to recover,” the open-
ing bowler of the Chennai
Super Kings was quoted
as saying by the official
website of the franchise.

“Had the IPL season
started on time, I would
have missed the first few
matches,” the right-arm
pacer respondend when
asked about his form.

— PTI

CORONA || CAPSULE

In last eight years, the
102 trophies that I won
across the world, I have
given them to 102 peo-
ple in this hour of crisis.
The total amount of
`4,30,000 that I received
from that, I have donat-
ed it to the-CARES
Fund.

— ARJUN BHATI
Indian golfer after

donating money

In this time of crisis, I want to propose a
three-match series in which for the first time, the
people of neither country would be upset at the
outcome of the games.

— SHOAIB AKHTAR
Former Pakistan cricketer wants an Indo-Pak

series to raise funds to fight coronavirus

After playing for
India, you have
to be more care-

ful about your image.
But I feel the third
generation... there
are only two seniors,
Virat and you, who
are playing all the for-
mats, rest of the guys
are coming and going. 

— YUVRAJ
SINGH

Former Indian 
allrounder
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